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IN THE YEAR 1666. 


. Commemorated and improyed j ina: 
CX, Difcourfes, Meditations , and 
Contemplations, 


Divided into four Par tS, Treating ¥ 


i. The fins ip A) prrital canes procuring thet 


Yn Fudgment, 


plyed, 
111. The moft remarkable palfages and Cir- 
cumfpiances of that dreadful Fire. 
1K. Counfels and Comfort wnto fuch as are 
fufferers by the sis Slee 
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Chriftians Rader, | 
Soneae lic two fttt, and preliminary 
ma, Difcourfes’ (as TI havelcilled 
meg them) being 2 sehuine Preface 
to'the ehfinags Book, E might 
sand {hédld’ have’ forbora’ to 
have) written any thing by way of Epiftle, 
but that ]'wis willing rditell thee what is the 
method, ‘and whar the deffén of this Tred- 
tife, not knowing bur'it miplit eratify thee, 
(as it nléth to do my felP): to havela‘kinde fs 
of Synopfis, or general view of ‘the ee 
}, thors drife, and ‘fcope, ia,’ and throushouc. 
his whole Book’: “as ‘alfo,for that T-was wil-/ 
| ling to’ make a juft Apology, for’ fomever7 
things, which I‘knew-fot but the more cri oa 
tical fort of Readers might Objed apaini =a | & 
as namely, the length of thé Book: the 
Independency of one Dilcourleapon ano 
ther, &c. Firft as for the Book it (elf it.- 
) tifts of four parts "PRE fir of whi 
| ving difpatched thofe’ Preliminary 
| “ Ay3 
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is To the Reader. 
fes, which are in the nature of a Preface) 
proceedeth to treat of all, or moft of thofe — 


fins, whereby (as Scripture informeth us } 
God-hath-been provoked firfty and laft, "to 


. 4 


bring the Judgment of Fire. [> = 
The fecond “part. .containeth.fome few _ 

ftrigiures of Philofophy, touching the na- 
ture and Phyfical caufes.of Fire, which af-. 
ter the fad and wonderful effeéts we have : 
feen of it, one would think thould-put eve- 
ry ingenious Man upon inquiry, what this 
fame Fire is, which as an inftrument in Gods 
hand hath done {uch great things,. and laid 
fo famous a City (or the moft.of it) flat, 

in lefs than four days time. Some part e-_ 
ven of the fecond part is intelligible enough 
even by thofe.that are no Scholars; yet be- 
caufe {ome paflages therein are nor tobe 
underftood by others, [have made that parc 
as much shorter than the other chree,(which 
they chat run may.read and underftand). as 
ty the number of Perfons in England, that.are 
competently Scholars, may be fuppofed to 
fall {hort pf their number that are inno wife 
fuch,it being, thoughra fourth divifion, yet 
not about a twelfth or fourteenth part in 
qportion to the.bulk and bignefs of the 
‘* Book, and yetnor without its moral 
ions neither, eafie enough to be un- 
2 The 
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} Tothe Reader. 
The third pare reflecterh uponall the re- 


ey | markable paflages, and circumftances, of the 


lace dreadful Fire,(which the Author could 
well think, or inform himfelf of,.) endea- 
vouring to smake fome practical ufe and ims 
provement of all or,moft-of them:..as alf 
elanceth at fome few. other. things, either 
paflages of Scripture, or otherwile, thac 
feem cognate, or to have competent affini- 
ty with the fubjecét inhand, as namely thofe 


analogical Fires (if | may fo term them) 


which we read of in Holy Writ,; viz. The 
Tongues of Men, -the Waid of Gods and 
the Heavenly Angels, XC» 

The fourth and laft part is wholly and on= 
ly converfant in wholefome:Counfels, and 
fure Foundations: of fupports-aad comfort, 
calculated, and propofed, for the difecion, 
and confolation of ‘thofe that are under any 
Kinde of fufferings , but more. particularly 
under this, viz. by the late Fire,» 

‘Having g given you this bill of fare (if I 
may fo callit) ot accoumt Of what you are 


| here to expect, fuffer met do my felf that 


right, asto prevent (fo far as I may) fome 
obvious (and yet I-hope) groundlefs obje- 


ctions,which the more fevere fore orReade: ‘Sy 
‘may be inclined to make againft ‘the in{aing - 


Treatife, Some I doubt will fay it is too long 
A 4 
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Ta the Reader, 


and may fear it will tire them.ere they get 
to the’end of ‘it.’ Sich may pleafe to confi- 
der that {6 long'a judgment: (as I may call ir 
mn “reference to’ the confequences of it, 
though not to” rhe continuance of the Fire 
its’ felt’)could fcarce be folemnly, ‘enough 
compremorated by a fhort Difcourfe, nor 
would<2:Book that might prefently be per- 
nfed, ‘caufe’Men and Women to dwe! long 
EnoWSH"Upoh the remembrance of {ach a 
Caliaticy "as that, which ought never to be 
forgotren. Moreover, Difcourfes to the 
number of* 4 ‘Hundred and upwards (which 
number hath been dccafioned, much-what, 
by the defire I shad ‘to .gather up. all.the 
fragments ( circumiftances I meag) of this 
Judgment, ‘that ‘nothidg might. be doit) 
could not eafily be éouched of contained: in 
a very fimall roost; And ‘as for matter of 
tiring or'weatying your { elves, withthe pros 
lixity Of ‘this “Book, I’ think that need not 
be, if you will but reft and paufe a while at 
every tage, there being above a hundred 
ftaves, -ot rcfting places, ( for each parti- 
cular Meditation and Difcourfe, f reckonto 
be fuch},.where you may take breath, and 
refreth your {elves, as long as you.pleafe, 
before you preceed in your journey,and up- 
on fuch termes even. pthifical and fhore 

wind- 


winded 
hunde 


To the Reader. 


| winded perfonsare ableto travel, were ita 
' | hundred. miles an end, 

| Someit may; be, will chink 'T have reflect 

€d too much upon the Popifh party -(or ra- 

ther upon fome'of. them:) in relation to the 

Fire}: jothers.agains that I have reflected 

| upon them too. little, not pofitively and 

‘| confidently. enough. To the former,give 

)me Jeave,.to.fay, that if I have here and 

| there jnfinuated, that fome of the fame Re- 

| ligion, with thofe-that did hatch the 5. of 


| November Powder- Plot, (I fay fome, nor all, 


| hor itmay, be-the moft of them) are ftrong- 
ly.prefumed, and vehemently fufpedted to 
haye had-aihand inthe burning of Ldéndon; it 


is-bur what moft of thofe Treatifes concern- 
ing the late fire that L have feen, (which got 

| ato che, World. before this ,:thongh this 

| were. almoft ready,for the birth long fince.) 

I fay itis but whac the moft of! chem have 
giver, fhrewd-intimations of s-fo that i am 

| not the firft that hath,entertained, any fuch 
e'| hard choughts concerning! forme of. shem,nor 
|: | do believe I thall bethe'laft... Manifeft itis: 
| that Hubert, ( for fo washis name that con: 
fefled himfelf guilty of the burning of Lon- 

| don; and was executed at Tyburn for it } 

. | did die inthe profefionof the Romi fairl 


Loil,y 


| For that he earneftly denyed himfelf tg. 
have 
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Tothe Reader. 


have been a Hugonite; did declare that he 
did believe confeffion toa Prieft was: necef- 
fary to his falvation, and. was accordingly 
confeffed by a Popifh Prieft, and did make ; 
wle of Avie Maries, for his ufual: pray- 
er, Had henot been of that perfwafiombe- | 
fore the commiffion of this fa&, or had he 
been really a mad-man, Papifts would have - 
been well conten that foinfamous-and edi- §i lt 
ous -a Perfon fhould have profeffed himfelf | 
a Hugontte, at his death, neither would they 
‘have been ambitious to have profelited e1-— 
ther fo greata Malefactor (as others account | bent 
him) or one that was really mad. To ima- J {pj 
sine he fhould dofuch. a thing without inftis | Pye 
gation from others, ( yea without the com- 
bination and confpiracy of others joyning | 
with him) is no lefs befides reafon, chan {if 
¥ miftake not) contrary to his own confef- 
fion, If the Committee of Parliament 
which were appointed to examine how the 
Fire came,'and was carryed on, did manifeft 
no fall jealoufie,that it was by Popifh trea- 
chery (after they had received the teftimo- 
nies and informations of many fufficient wit- 
neffes, as in reference to the Fire) yea if the 
Parliament its felf,did fice the Fire manifeft 
a preater zeale and hotter difpleature againft 
the Papifts than ever before, publifhig 
the . 
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Te the Reader, 


tht} the World that they had been filled with 
tk} complaints of the great Infolencies of the 
ly Papifts in feveral.C ounties; and if it be well 
ike known to many, that many Romanifts have. 
«| been very jocund and full of triumph fince 
| that -Firee(as who fhould fay, ah, ah, fo they 
itt} ywould have it,or asone brings them in,faying 
&| Ab, this hit better than the Powder- plot.) 1 fay 
‘| if all thefe things may not warrant fo much 
‘asa rational fulpicion that more Catholicks 
shan that one that’ was executed for it, did 
promote the burning of London: 1 fay, it from 
“hence we have.not a fufficient ground to fu- 
‘| {pect fome of thofe who are the enemies of 
i. | Protefants as fuch (and vehement fufpicie 
-| onis all. have infinuated, leaving it to God 
in his due time, to make a further difcovery 
{| of chat matter, one way or other) let me 
tl | paffe for vainly cenforious, which yet me- 
' thinks I fhould not, when fo great Authors 
have appeared to have the fame fentiments 
et | and. fufpicions, Moreover when:the Papifts 
-! falfely fay in their Apology, that he wasa 
| Bagonite Proteftant, that faid he burne the 
City (throwing the Odium of fuch an actie 
on upon Proteftants) (yet feeming tender of 
| charging him too déep,in that. they really 
| abfolve him as to the fa&,whilft they accufe 
him of a vain, that is falfe confeffion (which 
i had 
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| Lothe Reader. of tha 


} 
had they taken him for a Proteftant,/they atoll 
would f{earce have dones) why may ‘not we}el\ 
fay (asthe truth 1s) that he was a profeffed|uis, 
Papift, and'that at his very death? at which jrelitt! 
time Men leaft dare todiffemble. Y et on the} lit 
atherhand,I am pofttive and abfoluce® in| cout 
charging no Man with the guilt of thar fire, |o/ 
whom the Law its {elf hath not charged'with 
and‘condemned for’ it; nay Lfhalb go: fur- jims,t! 
ther that fo, and fay, thatif I fhould ever 
be fure that no more 'Papifts than’oneé ‘had a Jie 
hand in it, I fhould be heartily forry that 1] 
ever harboured a miftruftful thought of any | 
more of them, upon thar account. ‘P amor 
would be as earneftly defirous chat all Pa- } sin 
pilts may appear innocent in this particular, | 
incafe they-be fo, as manifeftly guilty, if | mio 
they be guilty indeed: neicher would that § (ai! 
a hair of any of their heads fhould be finged § pli | 
for the burning of Loudon, unlefs it can be F duh) 
proved demonttratively that ic was burnt’ by | Tat 
their meanes.'. As for a bare fufpicion chat | ly4 
they did it, they deferve, and invite nolefs, 4 wk; 
by manifefting a gréar'deale of joy fas fome J fuy 


- 


of them are faid to have! expreffed) fince | ley 


‘the t'me it was done, It mg 


Some it may be will with, that-more of i q 
eonnection ‘and dependency, ( viz. of one I tehed 
Chapter upon another) had been made ufe » 

3 of) 


| To the Reader. 


of, than isin {ome part of this Treatife;but 
hy|'as to. that, it is well known (if.it be but as 
tie] well confidered) that books of this nature, 
fed] viz, confifting of various Meditations and 
tith| refle@tions, are. ufually Mifcellaneous, and 
ithe} like books of Preverbs, in which hitele 
t it} coherence is tobe found ( witnefs the Pre- 
li,| verbs of Solomon) which inthe Hebrew Lan- 
ith) guage. are. called .5wn. or Kingly fay- 
lus} ings, therefore haply becaufe each of them 
‘vt| hatha kind of independent Jurif{diction, and 
alg] territory to its felf; or we may compare 
itt} both Proverbs and. Meditations to Beads, 
ity} which though many of them hang upon 
no| one andthe lame ftring , yet each of them 
by] is incohering and intire of its felf. 
iir,}..T fear leaft fome fhould be offended. (if 
, t} not fore-warned) at my. taking fucha liberty 
| (and. that but now and then) as did the Pro- 
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| Baals Prophets, 1 Keng. 18. 27. where the 
| Text faith, Eljab mocked them and faid, 
| Cry aloud, for be a a God,either he ws talkings 
| or he purfuing 5 or he stn a jeurney 5 or he 
| feepeth, and muft be awaked, If. this were no 
| levity in. that good. Prophet, (as doubtlefs 
| it was not) why fhould it be counted fo 
eff in others, when with like farcafmes they 


eraven 


|phet E4jzh, when he fpake Ironically to 


reflect upon Idolaters (or worfhippers of - 


fanatical jars ni et Sem acs poe ar ae he din 
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Tothe Reader. 


graven Images) who ought to be cuttingly 
reproved (¢motéus) and tor that purpofe, 
Thope we may be allowed fomething of an 
edge. 

Laftly , fome it may be ( if not preven- 
ted), will cenfure me for prefixing more 
fames than one, of my worthy. and honou- 
red friends to this little book (at leaftwife 


and divifions of it.) But Iam confcious to 
my felf that a grateful fenfe of their re- 


{pects and favours towards me (which ts u- | 
- fually teftified infuch a way as this, and 


which at prefent I knew not how to teftifie 
to the world otherwife) was my great, if 
not onely inducement fo to do; and if to 
be grateful bea faule’, as David faid, when 
Michal {coffed at him,be would be yet more 
vile, fo give me leave to fay, I muft be 


grateful ftill, and yet more grateful, if I” 


knew how to be fo: Onely miftake me not, 


-asifin fo faying; 1 did’ threaten the world - 


with another Book, for if Ihad refolved to 
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think: 
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¢clog'the Prefs, it is like I fhould have refer. : 


ved to another opportunity feveral ‘of thefe 
names which I have now inferred (as it were 
in album amicorum.) If have erred in mal- 
tiplicity of Dedications, it is not without 
prefident from that great mafter of Con- 
tem- 


Tothe Reader. 


‘semplations, Bithop Hall ( of precious me- 


nig{ Ory) whole practice (if miftake not) is 


me a matter of this nature. - Reader; if thou 
| think there be hereand there'a paflage that 
| wants a grain or two of thatfadnefs which 
‘| thou: didft defire fhould have been ufed 
| Bpon this occafion, do what thou wilt with 
ig, provided: only , that wherefoever thou 
doft meet with convincing .rebukes,and ex- 
preflions awakening to Repentance, with 
ferious obfervations, with feafonable coun- 
fels, withright methods for acquiring true 
happinefs and comfort (even under fuch a 
ftroke as this.) I fay, provided where thou 
‘9 | mesteft. with any fuch things as thofe 

| throughout: this booke, thou wilt receive 
}fuch truths in the love of them. Praife 
‘jy, | fball wait for God, from the mouth and 
\heart of his poor fervant, the Author of 
A this, work, if-he hall hear of any good 
“l jthat-fhall be. done by thefe his mean 
‘ie labours; which God forbid that he thould 
i, p410 in ceafing ‘to ,fecond with his earneft 
: | prayers, that (aflifted by the {piric of God) 
e |they may kindly co-operate together 
‘with the late judgment -( and all others) 
upodthe heart both of the writer and read- 
ers, The Author doubts not, but there is a 


great 


| {ufficient to authorize, ac leaft: to excufe in, 
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Yothe Reader, | 
great deale of hay and ftubble in the fuper- 
ftructure of this work of -his/ (as in and’with 
all other his performances ( and it’ maybe 
thine too, though not fo much.) ‘Pray for 
the pardon of his defects: and milcarriages, 
(as he would do of thine) cover thei with 
love(which covereth a multitude of infitmi- 
ties) if there’ be‘ any paflage inthis work, 
one or more that God fhall make to thee -as 
Gold; Silver, or precious Stones, give God 
the glory of it (for he it is muft make it fo) J), 
and take to thy felf thefe following words | 


on the unworthy Author his behalf;ozz,that 94 


though ‘all that hay and ftubble ‘which is 
found upon him, ‘or uponany fervice of his; 


muft be burnt up,yet himfelf may be faved, Ga 
though as by Fire:in which’ and all other |, ¢; 


needful! requefts, he defireth heartily tore~ | 
ciprocate with thee, whois tt 


Yet an unprofitable Servant to Chrift and 
his Church but defiroas to be otherwifes | 


5, fig 
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|. Meditations, and Contemplations. 


Re et 


PART. I. 


| 3 @ the' great duty of Confidering,in an evil 
} time. 

| 2, Of Gods being a confuming Fire. ) 

Te | ; 

1. | Medications a: 

3 1. Of the fins for which God feut Fire wpox Sodem 
| and Gomorrah. | 


het | 2. Of deftroying Five, procured by offering frange 


} 
| Fire. 


3. Of Fire enkindled by murmuring. 
| 4. Of Rebellion againf? Mofes and Aaron, prockring 
a deftructive Fire, Rlumb.16. : 
| $Of Sabbath-breaking, mentioned in Scriptare, as 
|. one great caufe of Gods punifbing a people by Frre, 
| 6, Of Gods contending by F ive, for the hus of idalary 
ana Super ft ition, 
7. Of Opprefsion, T heft, Deceit, falfe Balances, men- 
| tioned sw Scripture, as caules of Gods contending by 
Fire, | 
| 8. OF Lyng, (wearing and fore{wearing as further can 
“| fes of Gods contending by Fire, 
9. Of the abounding of Drunkenrefs, as oie caufe of 
| the Fire. 
A 10, Of 


ap Sam ag nto fin nmi ghana rm ION 0 Tin a 


at 
} 
j 
! 
i 
3 
i 
aK 
i 
z 
} 
\ 
f 
t 
{ 
{ 
t 
\ 
{ 
i 
ae 
a 
7 ‘ 
ie 
{ 
$ 
H 
{ 
i 
t 
= 
‘I 
s 
Tie 
4 
{ 
if 
at 
(Fae 
RS 
1 ge 
t 
bo 
¢ a 
i. 
= 
t 
t 
i 
ery 
é 
t 
: 
its 


terme eee 


PO I pe ade ie Sa ent OE > 


The Contents. | 

Meditations 

10. Of Gods punifbing a People by Fire, ip their greae 
unprofitablene/s. 

ty. Of the aniver(all€orrnption and Debauchery of 
4 people, punifhed by Goa with Eire, 

12. Of Gods bringing’ Bive upon la peas for BY >) i 
corrigiblene|s tender other fudgments. 


I au Of the Aggravations of the fs én London, 


eee eer = 
ae 


PART. IL. 
Contemplations er i 
Me the Nature of Fire, 2h the ale that | * Hom, 


may be maae of that Contemplation. Mi fo a. 


3, Tenching the Nature of Sulphur, which tthe, 


principal mat ver and cane of Fire,aed hott comes ty», 


to-be (0 msifcheivons in the World. 


at Concerning the true cafe of Combuftibilieys or 


what it ts that-doth make, Bodtes phnosions ta fire: %, 

together mith the smprovement of fies eH: 

tid. | 

A+ Of Fire-kindled by Fire. 

5: Of Five kindled by Patrefattion. < | 
6. Of Fire, kindled by the galls hs eee hard, sid 
dies. 

4 Of Fire b wn Aled for Want of ve nt, “as 1 Bayo ke 
8. Of Fire kindled. by pouring on W. Act sit in Linge» 


Pate? 
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PART ITI: 


‘Meditations 


if 


lr. (C): the weight.of Gods-hand in the deftruttion. 
F of London y fre. 

24 Upon fight of the weekly Bill fince the frre. 

, NB. Upon the difcotrfes occafioxed by the late fire, both 


then and ince, 


\qeUpon the. difhonefe Carters thar exabled excelfive 
sa] tates. 

‘5 Lpon thofe that flole what they could in the time of 
Lt the fire. 

' \8, Upon tnconf{cionable Land-loyds demanding excel 
a * hve Pines and Rents, fince the Fire. 

il AO: pon. the burang down. of many Churches. 

3. Upon the burning multitudes of Books of all forts. 


2» Lpon the burning of the Royal Exchange, 


nute belonging, 

ti. Upon the burning of pablick Halls. 
(2. Of the burning of publick Schools, 
|3- Upon the burning of Tombs and Graves,and dead 
| bodies that were buried therein. 
4a, Uponthe burning of Writings, as Bils, Bonds cc. 

3. On the burning of St.Pauls Church; and the une 
"| confumed body of Bifvop Brabtooke. 
6. Upon the vifiblenels of Gods hand,in the deftradi= 
"| .0n of London, 
7. "pon burmag of the Sefions-houfe ix the Old- 
. | Baily. 

518, On the Gates and Prifons of London that were 
| burnt. 


19. Apon the C onflagratian of the Lujswzpfe, 
9. 4ron the Fire of Hell, 
| A 2 ~ 21. Yoon 
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(0, Upon the burning of Hofpitals, and Rents therea’ 
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Meditations 
21.4pon the coming of that moft dreadfwl Fire ww fo 


22, (pon the-F ire its beginning onthe Lords day. 
23, *poa the place where th dreadful Fire began, 


a4, i pon the grear pitty that ought to be extended to | 


25. Upon thofe that have lost all by the Fire, 
26. Onthofe that have loft bur half their Eftates by 


The Contents. 
idolixed a year as 1666. 


viz, at 4 Bakers-houfe in Pudding- lane, 


Londoners fice the Fire, 


this Fireor fomse [uch proportion 

25+ Upon thofe that have loft wothing by the Fire, 
26. Upon thofe that were gainers by the late Fire, 
27. pon the enducements unto rebuilding of London, | 
and [ome waies of promoting tt. | 
28. “pon the Wines and Oiles that [wam in the ftreetsy | 
and did augment the flames. i 
29. “pon the water running down byl fo fafts a that 
they could not {rep it for their ufe. | 
30.4 pon mens being unwilling therefhonla be no Fire, 
though Fire hath done {0 much bart. | 
31.40n the ufefulnels of Fire in its proper place and 
the danger of it elfewhere. 

32. Upon the blowing-up of houfese 
31, Lpon preventing the beginning of evils. . 
32,4 pow the City Mimifters, whofe Churches were 
faved from th: fire. | 
33 Apes thofe Adimifters,whofe Churches were burned 
34,//pon the killing of feveral people,by the fall of {ors 

parts of ruinous Churches. 

3 5. pon the Fire,its not exceeding the Liberties of thi 
City. / 
36,.Upon the Suburbs comming into more requeft that 
ever. fiace the Fire, ; 
27: pon the T ongne.tts being a F 1700 Ce | 
38. pe 


4 
| 
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38.Apon the Angels,their being called flames of firel 

39. “pon the Word of God, its being compared to 
F ‘TC. 


40.Apon the {[poiling of Conduits,and other Aquedatts, 
by this Fire. 


41. Upon the retorts and reproaches of Papists oceafiow 
ued by-this Fire, 
42. On the pains which the Kings Majefty is (aid to 
have taken,in helping to extinguifh the Fire, 
43. “pon meer Worldlings, who loft their All by this 
Fire, : : 
44. Upou that forbearance which it becometh (iti- 
xens to ufe one towards another, fince the Fire, 
45+ “pon fuch as are [aids or [uppofed to have rejoye 
cedyat the comming and confequences of this Fire. 
46. Of the burning of Sodom ana Gomorrah, com- 
pared with the buruing of London. 
47. Of the burning of Troy, compared with the bur- 
ning of London, 
48.4 pon the burning of Jerufalem, compared with 
that of London. ae 
49.4pon people taking the firft and greate/} care,to 
fave thofe things from the Fire whichthey did moft 
value, 
50 Of people (carce knowing where their hoafes foods 
Joon after the Fire. 
51.Of the Statue of Sir Thomas Grefham , lefe 
Standing after the Fire,in the Old Exchange. 
$2. Of the Pillar of Brafs or Stone,appointed vo be e= 
relled in remembrance of the Fire. 
$3. Of the Auniver{ary Faft,perpetually to ‘be obfere 
ved in remembrance of the Fire, 
$4. Of the burning of Sion-Colledge. 
55+ Of Citizens dwell.ng in Booths, or Houfes ihe 
| Boorbs, 


The, Contents. ; 

Meditations 1 pal meres Wy Disc 
Booths, a Hi Moor-fichds,.c cs 16 

56. Of certain Tinpber- boufes, and. other perght bes. ia 
‘dings, at which the Fire fope t, ain Smith-field. | yal 
ee. 

57. pon the A eles ey other places may ad 
oaghttotake by the buruing of London, 
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Reader, take notice that through miftake;che Wam- 
bers2 5 526,30 C3210 the third parc,are twice 
printed, which makes them end with 57. tea 


well as out of them, 
2. Of this, thartheife of man confifts not in the a- 
bundance of what he poffeffeth. 
3, Of the Leffonsof an afflitted eftate well learnt their 
making way for profperity to enfne. 
A, Of being costent with Food and, Rayment. } 
s Of theway tobe alfared of Food and Raper ; 
6, Of a good con{cience being acontunteal feaft. | 
2 OF getting 5 and lining upon a flock. . [pirityal ! 
comfort,  , 
B,.Of its berng a great mercy to moft Aten, that their ” 
lives are Frntiane: 1, thoagh their livelihoods are 
greatly impaired, 
9+ Of the cowsfort that may be received by doing good 
meirethau ever. | 
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' Ditcourfes 

3 

} ri WE Deliverance under loffes and troubles » as 


oe es aa ee ae tm ee ee me ee re re a ae ee Fn ee ee a tetera 


4 Lo. OF abfirall ling from fancy, ard looking at thofe Netty 
that are below oar felves,vatber than at others. tor 


13,0f 
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Difcourfes | 

11..Of seer Relations and F riends,being greater coms- 
forts each ta other than they had wont to be. 

12. Of trawing up children in Religion,that they may 
come tohave God for their portion. 

13. Of that consfort under trouble , whico may be 
drawn froms the confideration of Gods nainre. 

14. Of drawing toe waters of comfort under afflittr~ 
ou,out of the Wells of Gods Promifes, 

15: Of fetching comfort, rom the w[ual proceedings of 
God,with his people,in and under affittion. 


16, Of that relief and (upport which the commonnes 


of the cafe of affliction may afford ws. 

17: Of the lightne/s of all temporal af flilions. 

18. Of the {hortnefs of temporal Af fictions. 

19. Of the ncedfulee(s and afefulneft of Affirttion. 

20. Of the mixture of mercies with judgments, 

21, Of the Difconmodities of Profperity, and Benes 
fits of Af fisttion, 

3 2: Of the gracious ends and intendments of God iz 
af flutting his peoples 

23-Of Refiguation 10-Gody and acquiefcing in bis 
good pleafure, 

24. Of raking occafion by this, to Jtudy the vanity and 
uncertainty of all earthly this TS. 

25. Of not being too eager upon the world, after this 
great lofs, 

26. Of chafing rather to continue under At flict ion there 
to elcape by fiz. . 

27- Of preparing for our ove ai ffelution, now we have 


fecn the deftrittion of London, 


Next to this, place the Title Part I. and the Euiitt 


to che Earl of Northumberland i 
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Preliminary Difcourfes, 


DISCOURSE I. 


Of the great duty of Confidering in au evil time, 


engaging in the work of meditation ac 

fuch atime as this (in which few.men 

know what to do,or fay,or think) may read it 
in thofe words of Salomon, Ecclef. 7.14. But,i 
the day of Adverfity comfider. Times.of extraor- 
dinary trouble, as they afford moft matter to 
the Pen of an Hiftorian, fo likewife to the mind 
and heart of an obferving Chriftian. Notcon- 
fidering in fuch tinaes, iscalled, not feeing the 
hand of God whenit is lifted up, or refufing to 
fee it, (For the word tranflated here confider, is 
in the Hebrew TN thar is, fee. ) Now faith 
the Prophet, They will not fee when thy hand uw hfted 
ap: but they {hall fee,and be albamed, Gc. Tea the 
fire of ‘thineenemies (ball devour thems. Ifa.26.ATo 
Wherefore is it thac God doth call upon: his 
people to ester rate their chambers , (hat their doors 
mpon thengs bide thensfelves til the txdignation be 
overpaft , forthe Lord commeth out. of his place. to 
punilh the inhabitantsof the earth for their ssiqui- 
tes. [fa.26.20. Is it not that men might then 
and there confider what God hath done, and is 
5 doing 2 


H: that would fee my Commiffion for 
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Cz) 
doing? He can do little in his chamber 3 as alpuid d 
chriftian (that might not be done elfewhere) char idting 
knows not how to meditate and. pray. chere 3} (aid a 
nor can the Jatcer be well performed without} down! 
che former. - Therefore “the Pialmilt doth well] waits, 
joyn thofe two togethers, Pfal.19-14+ faying, Chu 
Let the words of my mouth , «and. the meditation of| that pt 
my heart, be acceptable in thy fight, O Lord. Suredtiean 
1am, A{fliction calls for a great deal of Ceriou!-f noes 
ne(s, even to a degree of fadnefs. Fames 5.1. Ga calitt 
. to now you vich men, weep and howl for your mor {eres lati ch 
al which [hall conce upon you. And fhould they noff ania 
Bh weep as much fot thofe that are come UPOrd pow 
Wi thefaialteady , and tari no waies be prevented 4 iui pu 
MNMowereae (erioulnef’s there ‘cannot be, where died 
‘there is ho mufing, and confidering ; and wheres wy 
foever cobfidering is (fuch as oughtto be) therif ss a 
Hult needs be ferioulne(s. b thall chink that matt tnx, 
de(pileth the’ chaftening of the Lord (which tf Ik 
ftr' ly forbidden Hed. 12.5 who is not thereby fil 
pitPupon confidering fuch things.as are bchooved teal: | 
fil for him, and futeable to the.circum{ts nce pinion 
“inden which Heise» So much ishinted tous bya i 
thefe words, J/a. 3.126 They regarded not th area) 
work of the Lord, neither con/i der theoperation of bit 
hands. ‘Methinks the punifhment threatnied: if] fy!) 
thar cafe, feems to peak that there is concemyfin in 
-of God in the fiir’ faid I only threatned; ye Word 
executed.) ‘For thete is not only a woe.to (ch nay 9, 
py pr. but in the'13+ verfe isadded, ° T her efoiriy:, 
‘wy people are gone into captivity. And Vitel heron fr 
‘fore kell hath inlar ged: her f elf and their glory atyi; 
heir yiuleitude (hall de(cend into st, Doubrlefsfiie, 
‘ig x gteat fin in’ Gods account that procures: fe iis 
great’ a punifiiments Who can» petiorm: tii) 7, 
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‘Sa rand diities: of an atfliGted ftate without con: 
jal fidering ? whe muft not of neceffity confider 
Kit (anid as the Poet calls it, ix fefe defcendere, go 
Aout} down into himfelt ) ithe will fearch and try his 
Will waies , and turn.to the Lord , as that. afflided 
J) Church is exhorted to do,Lam.3.40. But furely 
it} thae proof is ex abandanti, which is more than 
Sg the exprefs command in the firft cited text, and 
lod] in others patallel with ic. Deut.8.5.. Thou thalt 
|. ) confider,that as aman chafteneth his fon, fo the 
eit ord chafteneth thee :- where both the matter 
r 10) and mannerof their chaftifement feemeth ta be 
UM} propofed to their confideration, wz.‘ that God 
ated) had’ punifhed chem, and how. But Ihave pro- 
nl duced. thefe proofs. rather as motives to-excite 
inet} our wills.and affections to fo hard a work, than 
iheas arguments to prove fo eafie and manifelt a 
tal truck, 

hia. J -the queftion be put, what.are the things we 
ictctifhould confider of in an evil day? ic muft here 
noomkeceive buta general anfwer, for to an{wet it 
tiadparticularly,, and with reference to that amae 
ouZing judgment by fire, which lately befell the 
it Mereat City, will be the drift and fubftance of all 
wf Mour enfuing Meditations and Dilcourfes ? “Yee 
ned fhall venture fo far forth to prevent my felf, 
nempand anticipate what is behind, as tofay, thatirc 
4 HIS our duty in an evil day to confider,firlt, what 
coll aayamake for ourown humiliation; and princi- 
hffpally thefe two things sez, the greatnels of our 
idowe fins. Law.3.8. Jerufalem hath grievonfly fine 
nh; Wed therefore (he: 1s removed. Alfo the greatnefs 


nidfof the judgmiencs of God that are upon-us: (For: 


i 9ts fiass fo judgments ought not to be extenuae 
io bieds) Lamg.6: The punlhment of the daughter of. 
1 Eaves Bz my 
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my people,is greater than-the punifoment of the fia of Lh 
Sodow, that was overthrown in a moment. ‘ Second |"’ 
ly, what'may make forthe vindication of God) | #*" 


yt tif 


mn $(0 hy 


as jut and righteotis in’ all that he hath done |" " 
asainft ws. - To that purpofe are the -enfuing | "6° 
expreflions of Scriprure, Job 34.23. God will not |*”" 
lay upon man more than is'right, that he fhould enter | Wi! 
into judgment with him. Pharaoh himflelf*could | 8, 
(ay ,' The Lord is righteous, but I and my people are age M 
wicked,» And this was when'God rained down uf) 
haile and fire upon him. Exod: 9.27. and fo ful ta 
{aid Rehoboam, when Shifhak.came againft bina, | batt 
hy Chrowi12,2,. Shall fudh as they juftifie God,and fat 
{hall tiat'we ? faying with the Prophet Jeremy, | ?° 
Lamnxi18. The Lord is righteous, for I have rebele| 
led, exc. Nod as he elfewhere, Man for the pu- ‘fat 
wifoment of his.fin. And then the caufes of our | 
Affliaions, thofe we fhould alfo confider of, | 
yemembting that’ trouble (prings not out of the bit 
dug. We fhould look at God‘as the efficient Goa 
caute of all our mileries, Lam. 2.17. The Lord. bonny 
‘hath done that which be hath devifed, he hath thrown tet Ot 
downsand hath aot pitied ; and inthat-Chapter we isla 
finderhe hand of’ God owned in every verfe for bbe 
ten vérfes together. ; F we lho, 
Neither is iv lefs needful:to ¢onfider what ten 
Hv the meritorious’and procuring caufes of all | bi 
Sittniletics, So Lans.3.42. Wer have tran[greffed| shine 
nnd rebelled, thou haftxot pardoned, And Lam.t, bonyim 
6. Feru{alem rémembred not her laff end, therefore Oneth 
{be came down wonderfully, Nor may we forget lidered 
the final caufe, or Gods primary end in fending} pr 
thon (which is'6f all the reft mofticomfortable} many 
tovdonfider,) " So faith 24ofes co the Hraelites, what y 
Dear 9.2. Thow hale’ remensber the way which “ OU fn 
Preis SM Lor 


hnf| Lord thy God led thee;this forty yearsin the Wilder- 
Oia #efstohunsble thee , and to provethee, O'es CAO,’ 
Gd Heb,12.10, But he chafteneth ws forour profits that 
long | we might be made partakers of his holinefs; .Againy 
ling | We Ought to confider , what are the duties that 
il) ave incurmbene: on us inactime of Adverfity ; 
wy | What is the Law, and the Decorum of that con- 
oild| dition s»and-how we ought'to behave our felves 


rm | Under the.rod of the Almighty; wz, Humbly, - 


on | Patiently: Circum({pectly:, 8c. of which we 
{| fhall have. occation to ‘difcourfe more. fully 
bin, hereafter. The next’ thing to be confidered at 
lad} fuich atime, is: how.and wherewithall we may 
vm, be able co fupport and bear up our ‘own hearts, 
vie) and the hearts-of othersin anevil day. oDzvid 
y ym) Faith, Pfal.119. 50, This is. my comfortin my af- 
j out| futton for thy word hath: quickned nse. : Which 
tof May be thus conftrued, that it was a comfort to 
fthe| hina in his affli@ions,to think that the Wordof 
vient} God had: been a quickning and inlivening word 
ind) CO'him, which to many others4s but asa dead let= 
bin) CEL Oneend-of Gods vouchfafing us his. Word, 
aye} 15 {aid to be that we through patience and comfort ite 
fefor | the Scripture might have hope, Konp.t 5. 4./and thac 
~ | wefhould endeavour to comfort others» is evis 
| dent,trom 2 Cor.1.4, where God is {aidsto comfor 

i all] Bes people sn alltheir tribulations , that they may be 
vi able to comfort others thatare tn any trouble, by the 


‘mi Comfort wheremith themfelvesare comforted: af Gad. 


weir 


on fidered:by us in a time of adverfity's ‘but fhall 
nding] BOE prefume to fay that and the reft I have 
“able mentioned, ate all; and that is , how ‘and by 
nat What meansiwe may in Gods way , add»ith- 
out fin, in Gods due ane obrai- deliver 

| 3 
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One thing more I think of, that fhould -be con" 
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6 
Paul inanother cafe cries out,mbo (ball deliver ?we 
‘readin 1 Cor.10.13that God will together with the 


temptation alfo make away to efcape. Flow to finde 
out a Way of efcaping,is the care of all:men,or of 
cheimoft. but howto finde out that ‘way which 


God hath made for ourefcape (which ts alwaies | 


a lawful and aregular ways) chat fhould fallun- 
der our confiderationsas allo howto avoid and 
fhunalliother waies of efcaping, though ever fo 
eafieto.us. Now bave. we fo niany:thingsto con 


Gidet of inan evilday ? shen O.my foul here is }) 


work for thee 5 ae muchraseverthou canftrurn | 


thyfelf to, Gird wipthy loines and ferabounit: 


Nowif ever, is a time for {criousconfideration, | 


for who knows nevthat-ir isa time of great ad« 


verfity: and) rxebuke,and needs itemuft;when the | 


moft famous Cicyinthefe threeKingdoms( that 


was lately fuch ) is become avery tuinious heaps | 


Now Levden,the gloty of three renowned King 
doms.is made almoftlike unto Sedemand to Gos 
motrah. Surely tharman hath loft bis thinking 
faculty, that cannot think of this! and:He. that 
is not fenfible of issis paft-all feeling;.-and feared 
4¢ with a hor Irom. . O ‘my-foul; k(carce know 
what to think of theé,that thowbaft:confidered 
this no more: Muchrlefs:knowd wharto thisk 
of thofe that have not.confidered it fo muchas 
feeming to-think. of nothing elfe,butshow. they 
may make: provifion for :the:flofh,co! fulfil she 
lufts theteot.. How.many: thoughr hey could 
have faid when time was, It I forget'thee O 
London, lee ray tonguc cleave to therroof'o! my 
mouth, which ‘yeeshave.almoft forgonen poot 
Londen’ >and now God: ba:h:burned::it: round 
fcarce lay it rotheir hearts) Methinks 
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(7) 


| we.ate in anage.in which are more Pharaohs 


than.of any other fore of men; infinice wildome, 
can (carce invenr, judgments thar will awaken 
and make us look about us,and confider. ‘The I- 
ron age is a name too good for us. Fire with the 
addition. of fome {mail matter. befides, as vine= 
gar, 8c. will mele Iron, but will not mele us, 
it will make-that capable of any impreflion, or 
to be caftintd any mould, butic will not do fo 
by US ed 

Lord I fee the heart of man. will yield¢o no- 
thing bur chy felf. .Jecan play,with judgments 
and plagues) though they were greater than 
thofe which came upon Pharashjand fo far forth 
contemn them. as {carce ferioufly to confider. of 
them,at leatwife when paft and gone. Nor yet 
whilft’ ptelenc,-and incumbent as they ought to 
do... Thou who haft created a day of great ad- 
verfitys {uch as we never lookt for, create! ber 
feech.thee in‘me, and in others,a heart duly to 
confide it, and together with ic, the things that 
do belong both to our prefent, and fature,to our 
temporal and cternal peace, 


‘ 


DISCOURSE II. 
Of God's being a confdming Fire. 


"\Eirce feveral times do I call to mind the ho- 

ly Scripture, faying exprefly (befides war 

it mentioneth elfewhere to the fame effect) that 
our God isa confuming Fire, twice inthe old 
Teftament.and once in the new, .Fitlt by way ot 
caution, Dest. 4.23,24. Take heed ta your felues, 
dealt yor forget the Covenant ‘5 the Lord yokr, Goa, 
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8 
which he hath made with you,and make you a graven 
Image, or the likene{s of any thing, which the Lord thy. 
God hath forbidden thee. For the Lord thy God ts.4 et 
confuming Fire, even a jealous God. Secondly,by- }p 
way of comfort, Deat.9.3, The Lord thy God 6 
be which goeth over before thee as a confuming Fires | 
(meaning) to theit enemies, as the next words 
do fhow, he fhall deftroy them, wz. thofe chils 
dren of Anak, of whom they had learn‘d to fay 
who can fland beforethem? verf. 2. themand. Jul 
their Cities great and fenced up to Heaven,’ as jwiit 
they arecalled, verf. 1. Thirdly by way of coun-: | 
{el-or pofitive exhortation unto ferving God 
acceptably, with reverence and godly fear, Heb. 
12.38, For faith the texts verf.29. Our God | fen 
33 a con{aming Fire, And well may God befo: | min 
{tiled, not only effectivé, as he is. the firft caufe | Am 
and authout of all thofe firesthat confume-hou- _ } ia 
(es, Towtis,and Cities, as Godis pleafedtoown, | {ons 
Ifa, 42.25. That. he had fer Facob and Ifraelen } sew 
fire round absent, nor careth the great God who | cra 
knowes, yea he would have all the Worldto | sub: 
know thatall evil of punifhment, as fuch, and fo. } ite, t 
far forth as itis only fuch isfrom himfelf, Amos | seit 
3.68 Shall theve be evil in a City, and the Lord hath | whi 
xot done st? But not only in that fenfe may God. } on) 
be called aconfurning Fire;for tharheisloeffici- | ater 
exter (as Chrift upon fuch, au accompt is called} alto: 
the re{urrection and'the life) butalfo and chiefly | tom 
becaufe the fire,of all Elements, yea of allinani- | ya ( 
mate creatures, feemes to bearthe greatelt tes | omy 
femblance of God, in refpéct of more than one} thy; 
of his glorious attributes, as namely of hisirre- | fir, 
{iftible power, his awfull prefence;and affright= | uke, 
ing Majefty, his impartial and devouring feve= ~} wig 
ricy,his confuming anger,8<c. Of 
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(9) 
ey | Of the firength and powsr of Fire. 
hy) What creature here below fo powerfull as 
ts | fire? who.orwhat can ftand:before it ? how ap- 
| plicable unto fire ate many of thofe expreflions, 
it |ywhereby God in ‘his anfwer to Job, fers forth 
iy | Come of the moft untameable creatures as that 
it) which is fpoken. of the »wilde Afs, fb 39.7. 
lls | Ee foormeth the multitude of the City. Did not the 
ly | fre do fo? andthat of God, concerning Bebew 
1nd | seat; Job 4tade Will be make a Covenant with thee? 
as} wile thow take him for a fervant for ever ?, Whacan 
un | mafter fire, though it be never sood, but when 1¢ 
sol | igasafervant? alfo infome fenle thofe words in 
Huh, | the 27. verf. may be applied to this powerful 
704 | Element; Jt efeemeth Lrow as fram, and Brafs as 
clo} rotten wood 5 alfo thofe words in che laft verfes 
ails | E¥e beboldeth-all high thingss: He ts a King over all 
ow | the children of pride. Methinks (ome lofty expref- 
w,| fions which are ufed concerning God himfelf, 
Jn are more applicable to fire, than to any other 
iho | creature. Icisfaid of God; 2/4. 40.-15: That he 
dio | taketh ap the Ipands as 4 very little thing. So doth 
40} firey though ‘not. whole Iflands, yer ‘things of 
great bulk;:as houfes Churches, and’ {uch like, 
lb) which are: eafily blown up by it, as it -wete ac 
ed) one breath’ orpuff. It darts them up into the, 
fre) aire in an inftant, like a flecre arrow thot from 
id) aftrong bow: , Craves though made.on purpole 


dy | to mount heavy things». yet,are long indoing it, _ 


vtief yea feend to {queck and groan in raifing ore 
ef geeatbeam ata time,as if the burthen wete more 
on | thanthey could well bear, whereas,this Giant 
we) Fire, if Imay fo callic, makes nothing of .it co 
take whole houfes upon its back, with all their 


lum- 


|. weighty beames, mafly ftones, leaden rootess - 
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| (10) 
lumbering goods, and mount them into the aire 
prefently. Moreover itis faid. of God, verf, 16. 
That Lebanoniis not. fufficient. for hin to bere, nor 
the beats thereof, fufficient. for a burnt offering, 
Surely Losdon was’ far before Lebanon, and yer 
when the moft of it was burnt: up;: did the fire 
fay it: was enough? ‘Could not that ravenous 
Lionthave: devoured the ‘Subutbs Iprefently; 


With as gteat an appetite,as it had done the Cicyrs: | ui 
if the great’ God had not ftopt its mouths: ors | hal: 


“pluckt away its prey:? i 
Doth not Solomonxank fire amongft the Cor, | 
morants’ that: are ‘never fatisfied, ‘Prev. 30. 16. 


ho caniwrite (or almoft chink):what Fire can: } jisav 
dopwhat building fohigh,(be it beacon orfteeple) § }, 


that: fre cannot prefently. climbe to; the:top of; | 
if? ‘What mectle' fo ‘hard that fire cannot mele 
ity fuch asthe fire maybe ? - It. was only, for haft 
that it’ left the out-fides of Churches ftanding, 
pickt out the meat asit were, and left che bones 
untouched.’ In length of time ir could have fo 
calcined thofe bricks and ftones, asto have made 
them good for nothing, but ready like:the Ap- 
ples of Sodom, prefently.to crumble to.duft. Burt 
fhould Pthink of all that fire candosZ muft think 
of nothing elfe. J lefs wonder at:thofe Hea- 


thens chat did worfhip fire, than-arithofe whe 


worthiped ‘any other creature, fith no -vifible 
creature is fo great an embleme,, ot forlively a 
picture of the power of God. Yet did they very 
il to worthipic, fiththe power of fire (though 
teat) is but finite; and’as much tranicended by 
the power of God, asit felf wanfcends the pow- 
er of other things. 


| (xx) | 
|Of. the Power of God tran{cending the power of Fire. 
“Jf alittle Fire; one fingie Fires taking sits rife,. 
| Citanay be’). bur from'a {park on.two, can-do} 
"| fuck greatthings, what canmot:he do; who made 
et} all the Biresin the!-World, and that of -Tophet; 
fue | or! Hell to boor which is greater than -all che; 
18 | xefty the Pile whercof. is much wood, and the breath 
NY; | of the’ Lord slike:\a mighty | flreame of . brimftoue. 
Ns | kanddeth: its Ifa. 30:33» How powerfull is be that 


0 | hath all che Fixesin the W orld:at his beck,xeady: . 


>} ravexecute his pleafures. Pfal/348-8. Fire and 
0 | baile fulfilling his Word, He thac hath an-hoft 
1h | offices wherewith to fight his bastles,and. avenge 
an| pis quarrel, can eafily incounter: all his encmics, 
0) iF allithe World were fuche, If it be madeap- 
| pearsthatthe power, of God be far beyond chat 
it | Of-all the firesinthe! World, who then, can;de- 
uh} ny Hispower to-bedocomparably.great and that 
1; | itis {owe maynplainly fee, for thar God fulpends 
ns | ghe influence df.-fre at his pleafure., W icnelsthe, 
to} three Childretjiwhathoughin nid. of a burns 
| ing! fiery) furnaces yet nor fo much as @ barre. of 
A» | thei, heads was aged, nor had the fell of fire palm 
Bit | fed upon them, Dan,.3.27- He can-do .more,thag 
isk | fire; ewho can foilimnic fire its (elf, that it cando 
lw} sult nothing. God forbid I fhould adore fire, as 
te | he heathen did: but he that, cea do, what he will 
ble | byifite! or without fire; yea asaint Fire it (elf, 


ya} hedfay muft needs: be worthy oh humblelt ado 
ey | vation; and that in sefereticero his power: 


wh |: Of che dreadfulmefs and terriblaness of, file.) 
iy | --Neitherida wel fee in Fire axeprefentation of 


| the-power' of:God only,;-but alfo of his awful 

 andterrifying. prefences If wedo but-hear people 
crying ourseither by day or night Fire, Fite; how 
dothitaffright us, as if a potent enemy were at 
Pat | our 
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| r2) : 
out Gates! but if we come and fet iv isfoindeed; > | 
and that we are not abufed-with a falfe alarme, | 
how rouch more terrour doth that ftrikeus with?) | 
Cour eyes then affeGting our hearts, and caufing 
them even to fink and die within'us: how ghaft- 
ly did'men and women took ?' how: diftraétedly 
did they run about ! how did their haire even: | 
ftand’ an'end ! how Jittle did they know what» 
they faid or did, whilft with fafecy enough:to' | 
theit petfons they did‘ata (ufficientdiftance gaze’ | 
at the Fires confuming their owniand other mens’ jj | 
houfes! had they themfelves been in their houfes | 
at the fame time, as’'at othertimes, they mighe 
havebeen, burnt in their Beds, fome fat affeep, 
Others but newly. awake) the fire might poffibly 
have had only dead’ Carcafles: to confume;-as 
having been firft killed by the greatnefs of their 
féares. Read Heb: 12.21, where it is faid, fo 
terrible was the fight of Mount Sinni, that. burneds 
ver{, 18, that Mofes fad; I exceedingly fear and 
quake, (even that M4ofes, that did not. fear the 
wrath of Pharaoh, could not without trembling 
f{tand and behold Mount Sivas all on-fire.’ And 
yet what is ic to fee the moft.dreadtul Fires, in 
comparifon “of what it is’to'feel ‘or live amidft 
the fmalleft flames? To lie of think of lying one 
hour in a fiery Oven, were much more terrible, 
than to have {tood at adiftance:and beheld Sodons * | 
or any other City all in flames. Wondetnot | 
then that finners in Zien are afraid, whilftthey 
{ay ; who among us fhall dwell wich the devou- 
‘ting fice p who amongft us fhall dwell with ever- 
lafting burnings? No execution foterribletomen 
as that which is performed by fire, and therefore 
that is referved for the greareft of malefafots, as 
| Wizards, 
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(13) 


| “wizards; witches,.and fuch like; unlefs when 


bloody: Papifts have had the difpenfing of ‘it.and 
then ic was the portion of the choiceft Chriftians, 


Saints and Martyrs. They forfooth will pros 


vide fiery Chariots for Gods Elijah's to afcend 
up to heaven in. But we know that kind of pun- 


~ Gfhment is due only to the worft of men, becaufe 


the greateft of earthly punifhments, and the 
moft like tohell. If Fire be not exceeding ter- 
rible, why did the generality*of men fife before 
it as faft as they could, and leave all that was 
Near it, to its mercy, or rather cruelty? yea it is 


commonly reported, that fome of the ftrongeft 


aiid moft undaunted bruits,as Wolves and Bears 
and Lions, are kept in awe by Fire, and dare not 
approach it. So that Fire is as it-were a wall of 
defence to. Men’againft thofe falvage enemies, 
If the Lion roare, faith the Scripture, fhall nor all 
the beafts of the Forreft tremble? and yet himfelf 
trembles at the fight of Fire. In aword, if it 
be the profefied opinion of Papifts, (as I think 
it is) chat all perfons, and confequently theme 
felves muft abide, for {ometime more or lefs, in 
the Fire of Purgatory: I wonder that every 
perfon fo believing, ‘fhould not live in continual 
borrour, crying out as thofe finners in Zon? 
Ifa.33.14. Who can dwell with devouring fire ? 
were it but for the {pace of a few: moneths or 
daics, much more for many. yeats together? 
(and ina {maller time, few of them feem to exe 
pect a releafe from that place of torment;though 
they ‘have advantages for ‘that purpofe above 
moft other perfons.) If ic were poffible for a 
man to lie but one day in fire unconf{umed, and 


he did know and believe he fhould do fo; would » 
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not the.expeftation thereof:anticipate the-com- f" 
fort of his whole lite 2, From that natutal dread 
of fit that is in men, and every mans apprehen- 
{ivenefs.of that kind of :tormenty: ‘being: intolle- 
table’; Lam ledito think, that all Papifts are '<i« 
ther miferable,or hypocritical’; miferable'im be+ 
lizving' an uncomfortable lic w+ the do&rine of 
Purgatory ; or hypocritical,in. not bélieving that 
which they profefs. to.own,. as.'a great and :ne= | 
ceflaryttuth. But enough as concerning the } 4)” 
terriblenefs of our material Fire. | 
ee Of the terriblenefs of God. | 
‘Confider we now wherherthe: great God. be | 
not alfo exceeding terrible in that refpe&, fitly 
ftiled. 2 confuming fire. Dewt.7.2. The Lord! thy 
God wamongft you, a eh ghty God and terrible alfo, 
Denrstov17, and: Nehew.1. 5, The great aud ter> | 

tible God, that keepeth Covenant, And Fob 37.22. 
With God is terrible Majefty. And Pfal. 65.5. °B7 
terrible things in righteon[ue[s wilt thow anfwer ws; | 
O God) &c...and. Pfal, 66. 3. Say uxsto God how | 


terrible wart thou in thy works? P{al.68,15.:0 God | fm 


thou art terrible out of thy holy places. Pfal,75i42.He 
istervible:to the Kings ofche earth. Jacob hada great | 
dread of God; 'whemGod  {pake’ no other than | 
god. and comfortable words to him-+ ‘when he 
{aw God ftanding above the ladder ; which was 
fhewed: him in his dream, Gens28:13: fee v.16. 
andx7, And Fasob awaked out of his fleep, and 
faids {arely the Lord isin this place: And hewas 
afiaid aud {aid,\ How dreadful is this place ; This 
is none other than the :houfe of God,and this is the gate 
of Heaven. The gate of Heaven, and yet dread= 
ful as'God was imthat place. God atthat time 
{pake nothing bur ptomiles and encouragments; 

: yet 


| | (15) 

im | yetdid, Faced tremble at his prefence. ‘Our God 
itd) as fearfuleven in praifes., If Faced did but dreana 
tes} of God, he was filled with awe, and that not 
ills) only whilft che dream lafteds but when he a- 
woke, and knew he had but dreampr,.. If God 
ibs! be fo terrible when he is\pleafed., what'is he 
mot} when he isangry ? Pfal,76.7. Who may ftand 
‘hit | in thy fight when once thou art angry? God 
‘me! was friends with A4ofes when he told.him,’ Gen. 
‘the | 33.20, Thon canft not (ee my face.for no man can fee 

me, and live. And v.22. whilft my glory pafleth 

by, Lwill put thee ina clift of the rock, and will com 
dhe} wer thee with my hand whilftl pals by. v.23. And 
itly | ‘how (halt fee my back, parts, but my face {ball not 
jh | be feen, Much of the terriblenefs of God is in- 
ij,| Ainuaced in that ftrange paflage, Exod. 33.3. 2 
ltr | wall fend an Augel before thee; for I will wot gomp 
| tnthe miaft of thee, left L confume thee. Here we 
| vead of God wifhing the Ifraelites to let him go 
1 | from amongft them, becaufe his terrour was 
‘iw | Lachsburelfewhere concerning the men of Berh- 
Gu | foemefh {ending God from amoneft them. (like 
sik} -thofe Gadarens thar befought Chrift to depart 


mat | -theitcoaft) 1 Sam.6,20, Whois able (fay they) 


inn | <t0:feand before this holy Lord God, and to whons 
ah | feall he go up from us? v.21, eAnd they. fent tothe 
gy | cibabitants of Kirjath-jearine , faying,Come ye ana 
16, fetch the Ark, of the Lord mp to you. Namely, be- 
gf | canfe God had flain fifty thoufand three {core 
wis) cand tenof the Bechfhemites for looking into the 
qiy | wArk. . Machltke to this were the words of Peter 
to Chrift, Luke.s. 8. Depart from me, for lama 
| fiafal men, O Lord, Let the Prophet Ifaah cell 
you how awfulthe prefence of God is, whom 
you finde rhus crying out, 01s me for 1 am 

, ‘ eh Hn aone 


} 


undone’ for 1 ams a man of unclean lips; for mine 
eyes have feen the King ,. the Lord of Hofts. How i . 
full isthe 18. Pfalm of expreffions ferting forth 9} 
the awful Majefty of Gods prefence, from ~.7. | 
Then the earth {hook and trembled; the foundations 
of the wills moved and were (haken, becanfe he wae | 
wroth, Butto quote allthat might be quoted to 
that purpofe, weretotranfcribea great part of 
the Bible. | A 
Of the Anger of God veprefented by Fire. 
Therefore O.my foul, pafs on‘and think of 
fomething elfe; in which the parallel holds be- 
twixt fuch Fire,’as that whereby our famous 
City was lately burnt to afhes, and God himfelf, J!" 
whois ftiled a confuming Fire. Once again, As 9° 
the power and awtull prefence of God are liveli- 9") 
ly xeprefented to us by this material Fire : fo al- 9% 
{ois his anger,and that bothasto the eflence and 9% 
nature of ic; as alfo rofeveral attributes (if 1 J!" 
may fo call them) of that attribute of God, viz. 9°" 
his wrath. As namely,cthe impartialnefs of ir, like 7" 
fire; that {pareth neirher one th 
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ingnor another: F" 
as allo the fiercenefs of it, and its confuming de- §“' 
ftroying nature, to which might be added thein- J/'"" 

‘tollérablenefs of itpacc. Firft we know itisthe #°*" 
“patute and property of Fire to act, as ific werein 
‘a sreat paflion, and yet ic never is in any» nor is: | se 
it capable of any. * Thus{aith’God of himfelf, —"" 
Ufase7. 4. Furyis notin we; that is, laminno ; 
paffion (neither can he be) yeradds, who will fee 9" 
the briars and thorns againft me in battle? I wonld 

yo thorough them, I weuld.burn them together, Such 
things. as are the ulual effets of anger are free 

quently done by God, burfuch an affeAion as 9" 

wrath ia Mantis,. can no wayes confift sate i 

thole | 
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niyitnofe perfeCtions which oe God,no more thar 

Hoy with the nature of fire upon other accounts. 
orth}. 1 mult not forget thac 1 was even now {peak- 
ug, |J0g of che impartiality of Fire, as-one property 
tin fot that Element by which it refembleth God, 
nq (Fire is no refpecter of perfons or things : fo their 
sity (nature be but combuftible, ic {pares neither one 
ng (nor the other. May Inor allude co thofe words 
|a Cor, 3012. Jf any Man build upon this foundation 
Gold, Silver, precious Stones, Wood, Hayy Stubble. 
kof Here are vatiety of fuperftruGtures mentioned ; 
abut the Fire buries all in one common heape ; 
voit Hayes the gold and precious ftones amongit che 
(ef, tabbifh, as well as che wood, hay, and ftubble. 
Ay it mingles Flint {tones and Diamonds: Pibbles 
ree (20d Jewels in one and the fameGrave. Asis 
jy Maid cf Death. Eqne pulfat pauperam Tabernas, 
ng Reguenque tarres ; che like may be faid of fire. 
‘ {it as {oon takes hold on the Pallaces of Princes, 
‘yz, aS on the Cottages of Peafants. And is there 
‘ije ot the like impartiality in the great God ? His 
her: POEL. knowes no difference betwixt {mall and 
sie Brea, high and low. Pfal. 76,12. He cutteth off 
mine (06 Spiries of Princes: be ss terrible to she Kings of 
the he Earth, Did he not fink rebellious Pharaoh, as 
vin (OW 10 the red Sea, as any of his common Soul 
orig RISES ? did he not give his carkafs in common 
(ef with theirs, ta be meat to the fifhes of that Sea ? 
ng Pec Hfa.9.14 15. The Lord will cut of from If- 
, P ze] head and taile: The ancient and honourable, 
| y pe is the head, 8c. t/a 10. 13. J will prexifh the 
A yuit of the Pout heart of the King of Affyria, and 
3 he glory of h’s high looks :- verj. 26. And the Lord 
y WF Hofts (hall ftir up afcoarge for him, according to 
nih he flanghter of Midian at the Rock of Oreb: Fudg. 
holt GC 71256 
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; (18) a ae 
a5. and the Pfalmift {peaking of Sifera and} isla 
Fabia: the latter of which was the King of Ca=) 1 Go 
zaan, and had 9080 Chariots of Iron. Fudg-4.3.| [pitti 
(and Sifera was his General) faith of them, that) 95.4, 
they perifhed at Exdor, and that they became aS} yoni 
dung for the Earth. Pfal. 83.10. See what God} Hey 
did to Nebuchadnezzar, Das.5,21. He was drive Na 
ven from Alen, and his heart was made Itke the beafts, fm 
and his dwelling was with the wilde Affes : they fed) conti 
bins with Grafs like Oxcen, and his body was wet with ht 
the dew of Heaven, till he kuew that the molt high | yet 
God ruleth inthe Kingaome of Men, and that he ap-) yr 
pornteth over it whomfoever he will, Mutt Pehojakime | vn 
needs be buried in {tate, becaufe he was the Son!} 
of Fofah King of Judah, and did tucceed him 1m) 
the ‘Throne ?. No, faith God, Jer. 22. 19. He 
frall be buried with the burial of .an A{s, drawn and 
eat forth beyond the Gates of Jerufalem. - Thus the | 
anger ot the areat God (like fire) puts no dif=] 
ference bitwixc-them that fic on Thrones, and | 
thofe that gofrom door to door. Hente that in} 
Pfal,2.%0, Be wife oh ye Princes, Oe. Serve the) 
Lérd with fear, es me a 

} obferve another property in fire, and that 1s | 
ereat fiercenefs and eagernefs: fo that. for that) 
matret there 1s po other creature comparable to 
i A thee Bear robbed of her Whelps. A Bull 
ina Net, full of the fury of the Lord ,is not half 
fo fierce as fire) I would (ce either of them two 
inan angry humour gnaw gteatbeames of.lron 
i funder, and make them crumble to duft: or) 
let them but make fome mafly Oak beams pres) i), 
fearly Ay in two, intoken of their rage 3 but if} | 
they can do neither, fire exceedeth them. in}},,., 
(renetlyand-fiercencls ; but yet not fo nen uy 
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its felf is exceeded by the fiercenefs of the wrath 
of God; for whofe wrath the Scripture hath no 
Epithite more common,than that of fierce, Nuri. 
25+4, 32, 14. and Pfal, 88,16.° Thy fierce wrath 
goeth over me and in the abftract, P/al. 78.49. 
He caft apon them the fiercene[s of his anger’: and 
Naham. 1.6. Who can abide the fiercene{s of bis an- 
ger? The power and. fiercenefs of fire may be 
conceived of, and we’may fear as much or more 
hurt than the fire:can have opportunity to douss 
yea chis time, many of us did fear it would have 
done more hurt: but the wrath of God ‘is be- 
yond all that our minds can'comprehend. P/al. 
90.11, Who knoweth the power of thine anger ? ever 
according tothy fear,fo 1s thy wrath: The wrath of 
God is a vaft Ocean, (as Imay-call it) hisjudgs 
ments area great depth, and fire is but one 
ftream of that Ocean: and therefore fire canbe 
nothing like {o fierce as is the wrath of God; 
Sword and Peftilence are two other ftreames of 
the wrath of God, and there are many more, 
by which you may judge how fierce ‘the main 
}} Ocean is, every arm and rivulet wheteof runs 

| With fuch a mighty torrent. In how’ many 

| channels of difting: punifhments did the wrath 
of God break out upon Pharaoh, and his peoples 
and yee towards them he did not ftir up all his 
wrath neither. : 


But the next property of the wrath of God; 
viz. itsconfuming devouring nature (which fire 


may reprefent tous as much as any earthly thing) 
will plainly prove, that divine anger is exceed 
ing fierce. Whichof all the creatures God hath 
made is {o able co deftroy, {6 profound to make 
flaughiteras fire is ? And/isit not in that refpea 
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an Embleme of the wrath of God? What man- 
net of expreffions are thofe, Destr, 32.22. A fire 
is kindled in mine anger,and (hall burn unto the loweft 
Hell, and (hall confume the Earth with her increafe, 
and [et on fire the foundations of the Adountains 3 
alfo Pfal. 90. 5, They are like the grafs which grow- 
eth up. Inthe morning it flourifheth, ia the evening it 
is cut down, and withered, For we are confumed by 
thine anger. Allo Pfal.46. 8. Come behold the works 
of the Lord, what Defolations he hath madeim the 
Earth.’ How doth. the wrath of God confume 
perfons,noronly asto their eftares, but asto their 
inward.comforts, which are far more precious : 
Plal. 39.1%. When thow with rebukes docft corel 
mar for iniquity, thon makeft his beauty to confume 
away Lke a moth. Yea bow the wrathof God | 
conlfumes Familices.. Job 31.13% Jt is a fire that 2. 
confumeth to-deftruttion, and would roet ont all msine 
increafe; Meaning that the wrath and curle of 
God, whiclr the fin be there purgeth. himfelf 
from, vz. Adulrery, would procure that which . | 
would do fo, that might rcot our all hisincreafe | 
both asto eftate and off-(pring, &c. might quite | | 
confume his Bamily. Of Gods wrath confuming 
Towns and Cities, we have many fad inftances, 
as'namely in Sodom and Gomorrah, in Ferufalem, 
Sometimes the glory of the whole Earth. Anda 
much more modern and {ad inftance as to our 
felvesin Londo» its felf (with teares be it fpoken ) 
which none of us ever thought to have furvie 
ved. Yea whole Kingdomes have been confu- 
med by the wrath of God, and turned upfide 
downs: witnels the Chaldean, Perfian, and Greci- 
an Monarchies, wiih feveral o:hers, but when- 
was it ever heatd chata whole Kingdome met 

Ce 


: | (21) 

deftroyed by Fire? Thefe things confideted,the 
confumptions aud defolations which are’ made 
by Fire may juftly pur us in mind of thofe 
wi | gceater defolations which the wrath of God 
m- | ds able to make on perfons, families, and King- 


rt) doms. . 
h i Of the intolerable pain that Fire can pu: mex to. 

| e ° * se . 
rhs | There, is‘ one thing more in Fire, and that is 


tl | the intolerablenefs of that pain and mifery 
ie | Which it is able to put us to, in reference to 
cic | Which I would yet further parallel ic with the 
s; | Wrath of God. Iknow no pain fo exquifite as 
“a | that which proceeds from Fire, I know no per- 
m | ton alive fo patient , as that he is able to 
| | ‘bear its if he be grievoufly burnt or {calded,till 
| fuch time asthe fire be taken our; that isto fay, 
} ‘bear it without doleful moans and outcrics, 
| © Of the greater tntolerablene[s of the wrath of God. 
(| . dthiok there is no man whofe heart would 
| ferve him co think of lying in a fiery furnace, 
|-fuch as the three children were caft into. Yetis 


—— 
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iH | not Fire its felt, ‘got withie us. or about us, 

ig | fo intolerable as the wrath of God. It goes 

6 by che name of Fuery indignation » Heb,10 Year 

| not asif ic wereno,worfetian fire, buc as fire 
) 


being the moft tormenting creature, we know 
| can beft exprefs it. Icisthe fenfe of divine wrath 
| that wounds the fpitits of men, and there- 

) | fore itis laid, 4 wounded {pirit who cae bear ? 
| that issnone can bear. Prov,18.14. I read Hessan 
et faying,P/.88.4.1 am ready to dse frome nzy youth wD, 
YY wehilft I fulfer thy terrors,l am diftratted. And v.16. 
Thy terrors have cut me off. And David, Pfal, 38. 
There is noreft im my bones becanfe of ney fins. Ard 
v8, I have roared by pele? of the Ar[qsictnels 
3 | gj 


cay 


24°) e 
of my beart,as being under a fenfe of Gods wrath. 
vt. Rebuke me not in thy wrath. Whofoever faid 
any thing may-be borne but the wrath of God, 
doubtlefs meant very well; but he had {poken 
better and paft all exception, if he had faid, 
Any thing may be borne better than the wrath 
of God. There is no viall that {calds like to chat. 
If Francis Spira whilft defpairing in his bed, 
had been burning at a {take inftead thereof, I 
queftion whether that marerial fire would have 
put him to fo much mifery as did the angutfh 
of his mind’, overwhelmed with the apprehen- 
fions of divine wrath , and of his future dwel- | 
ling with everlafting burnings. If hell its felf | 
be a fire kindled by the breath of Gods wrath, 
asitisfaid of Topher, that the breath of the Lord 
like a mighty ftream of Brimsftone kindleth ite 
Surely the wrath of God 1s‘ much more intole- 
rable than any vifible, or culinary fire whatfo- 
evet. 

I (ee thenthe Spirit of God, according to his 
manner, hath couched much fenfe in a few | 
words, when he rellsus that our God 18 a con= © 
fuming fire. There being fucha likenefs as is 
berwixt the Creator of all things and this crea- 
cure; Idefireas oft as I behold fire,to think of 
God, whilft l admire the {carcely refiltible po- 
wer of Fire, let me ever adore the utterly irte- 
fiftible power of him that made and governs 
ir, Whillt ic amufech meto think what work 
and havock Fire can make in a few. daies or 
hours, . Be amsazed, O. my foul,to.confider what 
sreater defolations God can. make in the.cwink- 
Jing of aneye, and with a wordof his mouth. 
Ifhe will but {peak concer ning a Nation, to 
/ | | pluck 
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ie) | my meditation of, but facilitate my belief 


wh | partialnefs of his revenging Juftice: Severity 
by | and Fiercenefsof his anger: Intolerablencis. of 
ed, | his difpleafure - when I fee fo much of fuch 


( {| things as thefe in one of his creatures, which 
we | an our houfes we preferco no better place tha 
i) |. Our chimneys, and ate unwilling even there tc 
| place it, or futfer it to afcend toohigh. May | 
ye | think of Fire more frequently and folemnly than 
' otherwile I fhould, for thole refemblances of 
| God which are to be found init. I confels, to 
yj | chink of God by the name of Love, as he is 
called, 1 Jobu 4.8, 8 16. is more pleafing,and 


] ' 

} 1 s > ° : 

je. | May better fuic us under great dejeGions , but 
ihe | tomedicate of God asa confuming. fire, may 


hi | ufual) want chat due awe of God which fhould 


_ him. It God be Fire to finners, let us not dare 
vig} C0 be as Tinder, or as Gun-powder to Sin and 
vf Lemptation, If wecome not neer a difmal 
kof Fire but with crembling hearts, let us not ap- 
oo proach God but wich holy reverence, and let us 
tte leara to tremble at his word:whicir alfu is com~ 
as) Pated to fire. Yer left I dwell too long upon 
ork f this one fubje& to the prejudice of others, 1 will 
of | Content my felf with the addition of a few plain 
‘at fl Corollaries; fo eafie to be drawn from Gods 


ef Deing a confuming Fire (in the enfe given of 
“ # id) that he which runs may read them, IfGod 
| be Fire, woe to them that are briars and thorns, 
C 4 Ifae 


luck it upsor pull ic down, it will be dose pre- 
ently. Jer.18 with him itis: but a word and 
a fatal blow. Methinks ic doth not only help 


i | cerning the greatnefs of the power of God ; Ime 


| profit us more, when our hearts (which is too | 


| preferve them from finning wilfully againft 
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(24) 
Vf4.27. he willconfume them. If God be Fire, 
it concetns usto prove our felves and our work, 
for rhe Fire fhall make all things manifeft,1 Cor. 
3042. Ifwelay chaff and {tubble, though upon 
a good foundation, our work will be burnt up, 
and our felves faved, but fo as by Fire, that 1s, 
with great difficulty,and much ado. What im- 
punity can great ones promife themfelves , if 
God be as impartial towards all forts of finners, 
as Fire is towatds all combutftible things? Ifthe 
wrath of God be more intollerable than Fire, 
who would not fear to offend him ? If the 
poeice of God be more irrefiftible than Fire it 
elf,who would fet himfelf againft him ? or who 
cati do it.and profp:r? yea, who would not 
labour ro have God on bis fide? For who can 
beagainft ws (that is to any purpofe) it God be 
forus. Is God fo able todeftroy,let me be none 
of hisenemies, Is he Fire, then Ochat I might 
be Gold ; for if fo, though he may purge me, 
yet he will not confume me. Ina word 5 is 
God aconfuming Fire, then knowing the ter- 
rorof the Lord, Let us confider what: manner of 
perfons we ought to be in all holy conver{ation and gode 
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Meditations and Difcourfes of 


the Reafons that are found. in Scrip- 


ture, of Gods bringing the Judgment of 
Fire upon a perfon or people. 


MEDITATION I. 

Of the fins for which God fent Fire upon Sodom and 
: Gomorrah. | 

1 He fitft pernicious Fire of which we read 
. & in Scripture, was that which fell upon So- 
dom and Gomorrah, Gen.19. 24. The genes 
ral caufe of ir,was that which was told Abrahans, 
Gen. 18.20. And the Lord faid , becanfe the cry of 
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and becanfe their. fin 


| asvery grievous, Buttheir particular crimes are 
| {etdown, Ezek, 16.49. where God upbraiding 
| Ferufalem, faith, Behold this was the iniquity of thy 
| fifter Sodom, pride, fulnefs of bread » and abundance 


of idlene{s was in ber, and in her daughters, neither 


| did (he firengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 


| v.50. Aad they were haughty, and committed abo- 


Ons | 


mination before me, therefore 1 took thems away as £ 
faw good. Now what thac abomination was 
which they committed, I think St. F#de tells us 
moft plainly, Jade 7. Even as Sodom and Gomor- 
vab.and theCities abont them, giving themfelves 
over to Fornication, and going after firange fit(b,are 
fet forth for an example, [uffering the vengeance of ¢~ 
ternal fire. Now the three firft crimes charged upon 
them, wx, Pride, Idlenefs, and Fulnefs of breads 
i 


(26) | 
did make way. for the laft, wz» their being given fii" 
upto Fornication. Pride prepares for unclean 
nels; ast difpofeth perfons to thofe habits and Binet 
sefties ‘which tempt others to tempt them to My i 
wanronne(s : witnels the great pride which fome Hil, 
take'in going extreamly naked, whence it often ium 
happens to them as to Hezekiah after that he had 9 yyis 
fhown the King of Babyloxs meflengers more of 4 gui 
his cceafure than was fir for them to fee. 1f4.3.9. Byiail 
ig was not long after.chat the Babylonians came Bw/al 
and took away all he had from his children, and 94; 
cattied both them and theirs into captiyitye One §yik 
mecting a boy witha basket of chickens wide §} 
oper, “askt him how he would fell them, who | 
anfwering him they were notto be fold, he -re- | 
plied tothe boy again, Thea fool fhut chy Basket, 
Bue that by the way. | 
Iecomes to’ pals by the judgment of God,that 
proud perfons often prove unclean, becaufe un- 
cleanne{s'is a difgvaceful’ fin, and fo the more 
fit for proud perfons robe left unto’, in order to 
making them more humble, Forof him that 
committeth Adultery Salomon faith, Prov.6.33. 
AA. wound and.a difhonoar {hall he get, and his re» 
proach (ball not be wiped away. Perfons by that fin 
are faid to’ difhonowr their own bodies. Rom. 1.24, 
Alfo that very complexion whichis moft. famed 
for-proud,is generally obferved as moft prone to 
uncleannefs, and tis too commonly feen that a 
fantaftical (which isa proud) habit’, and a fil- 
thy heart go togethers and thofe places are ge- 
nerally. moft notorious for luft, that ate moft 
infamous‘for pride s°as if thofe two weeds de- 
lighted to grow in the fame foil ;. proud fpirits 
and proud flcth go ufually hand in hand. And 
“ao | : as 
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Vel as for Fulnefs of ae by which we are to un- 
tan derftand Gluttony and Luxuriou{nefs in the.ufe 
Sand |of meats , that is as greata hand-maid to Luft 
las Pride can be. Fer-5.7. When f fed then tothe 
log full, then they committed adultery , and affembled 
ey themfelves by troops inthe harlots honfes. v8. They 
Chad | ere as fed horfes ju the morning , ever one neighed 
Of | after bis weighbours wife, ( He adds v. 9- Shall I 
39s wot vifie for thefe things, faith the Lord , and {hall noe 
INS | apy fowl be avenged of {uch a Nation as this?) Sine 
td | Gerere & Baccho friget venus, But where Ceres 
tt | and Bacchas , thatis, meats and drinks are ufed 
Wis | inamoderately, Luft, becomes outragious - and 
itd | then if abundance of Idlenefs be fuperadded as 
tt| achird pair of Bellows to blow the Fire, it-can- 
Kt, | pot but flame out exceffively. For much Idle- 
| nefsis that which imps Cupids wings as much as 
sat | any ching,and is the very teachers that make his 
ule} dartsto fice The Poet knew that full well,who 
not) {aid , Orta fr tollas periere cupidinis arcus. No 
0 | weed grows more generally in great plenty in 
that | the foil of mens hearts, than luft doth, in cafe 
ih} they Cuffer them to lie fallow, and unmanuuted, 
| in cafe they te not ploughed up by honeft la- 
ifn} bour and fowed with the feeds of better things. 
4, ) Now thefe l have mentioned were but the un- 
mtd | derling fins of Sodom , which had their eies upon 
0} another fin(as the eyes ofa hand-maid are to- 
wa | wards ber miftris.) The miftris whom they all 
if | ferved and did homage to, that was the lutt of 
- | the flethy in which they received. their, confum- 
st } mation, and as St. James {aith, Luft when it hath 
conceived bring eth forth fin, and lin when 4€ is: finte 


| fulnefs of bread; wlien chey have concelyed,bring 
forth 


| feed bringerh forth death. So Pride, Idlenefs, and ~ 
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forth luft. We may not omit one fia more§},) 
which is charged upon Sodom, and did help toj 
burn it; andicis {er forth in rhefe words, Wer-| ki 


ther did fhe trengthen the hasds of the poor and 
needy. She was too proud to look upon the poor; 


necefficies of others, out of her own fuperflui- 
ties; fhe was idle her felf, but did not fet the poor 


to work,or not reward them for it,as thofe mene | 


tioned, fam.5.3,4. The raf? of your gold {hall eat 


your flella as it were fire, Bebold the hire of the la- | 
bourers which us kept back. by you,crieth, Oc. 


Now let us confider how proper and {uitable 


it is for fuch offences as thefe to be punifhed with | 
Fire, Nocteatute levels things,or brings them 


Lamy 


Boles 


fhe had fulnefsof bread, but fupplied nor the | 


bods) 
the al 
of 
nfhed 


ralon 0 
af 


into che duft fooner,or more than Fire. There~ § jj. 


fore it isa fit punifhment for pride,which muft | 


takea fall. Idle perfons are drones,and drones 


mult be driven from their hives ( [gnavum fucos. 


pecus a prefepibus arceat;)&what can doit fo eafily fp), 
as fire? And as for thofe that are given to luxury, | igh 
or fulnefs of bread,no {uch com pendisus way to 


punith chem, as by fetcing that cormorant Fire, 


to eat them outof houle and home. Then as 
for uncleannefs, it isno wonder if that confume 


hin ic v 
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ff 
i bumble 


Towns and Cities, being a Fire it {elf, focalled };., 


Fob 31.12. It is a fire that confumeth to deftruiti- 
qn, Oc. Who can catty Fire in his bofome, and 
not be burnt ? We (ee that ordinarily burns the 
bodies of men (asto part)and chey exprefs their 
miallady, by telling us they have got a Burn,or 
are Burnt. Sometimes it cofts them their nofes, 


‘as if that organ of {melling had rather qu’t 


the body, thanendure chat ftench which the 


Poithe 


“BIO hay 


rottemne(s thereof annoies i¢ withe They that 


efcape | 


by Nee Rapeiaiess i 
lefcape {0, (though that be fufficiently ill-favou> 
ith ed , and no honourable {car) come off better 
bh han many of them do,who mourn at laft,when 
Ni their ficth and their bodies are confumed, Prov.5. 
‘dls y implying; that fome do lofe not only their 
tt nofes: (which are as ic were.the {pout of their 
hl odies ):in that curfed{ervice, but as ic were 
thi|-hemain fabrick, this Fire burning down to the. 
Ml oround. But why fhould unmercifulnefs be pu- 
Itty nithed with Fire ? Let St. James tell you the 
Het) eafon of that, 7am.2.23. For he (hall have judg- 
is) tut without mercy,who hath fhewed no mereJo No 
lexecutioner of wrath more fit to difpenfe judg- 
wel menc without mercy than fire is, and that is 
Wit eae portion of them that fhew no mercy. 
ea |. And now poor London how loath amI to trams 
Ktlole upon thy duft: or to {peak {o harfh a word 
uit) eo thee in thy mifery, asto fay,thatin the fore- 
ots} mentioned refpeéts thou mighreft have fhaken 
MN ands with Sodom, and called her fifter, as 
VGod was pleafed to {peak to Jerufalem, concer 
ining her filter Sodom. Yet becaule being deep! 
¥\§bumbled under Gods hand,is the way to. be lif- 
it, Iced up; in order thereunto give me leave to fay 
1 Sfihat even inthee, O Lendox, (though not in thee 
i¢fonly, nor in thee chiefly) were found Pride, 
iItQTFyinefs of Bread , and abundance of Idlenefs; 
Wi Mneither did many of you f{trengthen the. hands 
at fof the poor and needy , as you might,and ought 
‘ttt ito have done. Nor canft thou purge thy {elf 
he from the guilt ot much uncleannefs, which was 
0 fin the midit of thee (that abomination as it is 
Mth called in the fight of God. Exek, 16.50.) Waste 
q!t ito be feen by the garb of London, and the gallane 
tit Hery of Citizens living, andby that breadth and 
ite port 
ap 
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for weeping and mOUuy nine, as it is, [4.22.12 For} 


promids for delicatene(s and tenderne(s, were not 


would’ have been fenfible,if they-had but feed 
tthe pains’ and induftry which is ufed by many} 


ee 


ee 


(30) ’ 
pore they did bear, that God had been taking on 


them down feveral years together, plucking 
off their plumes by a devouring Peltilence, cons 
fuming war , huge dearth of trade, ‘that God 
had: been calling tothem, to pat off their ornas 
ments , that he might know what to do with them % 
difay was this to be difcerned by the equipage 
an;which men lived?) were not the expences of 
‘aany far above the proportion of ‘their eftaces) 
( when yerthey.needed not to have been fo) 
and.theit {pirits yet higher than their expences t 
what may we call this bue Pride? And as for 
fulmels. of bread, 1 wifh that Epicurizing had} 
not been too “much in fafhion, that: there! 
had not beew {laying of Oxen , and killing of Sheep, 
eating Fleh, and drinking Wine, when God called) 
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ivisadded Sarely'this iniquity [ball not be purged) 
away till ye dre. i And whereas abundance of lales#} 
mets is further charged upon Sodom, it were well) 
at schofe expreffions uled Deut.2.8.56. where wel 
req@ot thetender and delicate woman, which would) 
not advennire vo fet the fole of ‘her foot upom the) 


applicable torso many of that fex ; and that 
others like the Athenians,had not {pent moft of} 
themtime in hearing and telling fome new) 
things: Anidler pedple could not besthan many) 
were in that great City, whereof chemfelvesi 


wrimoft people dwelling in Villages,and Coutiaijt 
trey~places, thatare alwaiesin ation, as the}jmn| 
Poet {rich of the Husbandman , Redit labor abbash ain, 
iorbem, And as tor maitccr of uncleannefs, why] 
wass 


kid 
li 
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if 
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se 


pprentices were fea 
‘down houfés upon thar. account (though haé 
er from God or man; 


was it that very A 


cal ving no commiffion eith m ¢ 
B chey didnot well to attempt it) if Stews’ aad 
iM Brothel-houfes had not been too ‘notorious ? 
inl As for nor ftrengthning the hand of thepoor 
| and needy; that is by.a due relief, how could they 
| otherwile choofe than be guilty of it, who.weak- 
! | ned their eftates by idlenefs, lavifhed them upon 
| cheir ptide,exhaufted them by their luxury,{pent 
them upon their uncleannefs, which as fo. many 
devoured that. which might and 
| ought to have beem given tothe poor: I fee 
| then there are moral caufes of evil as well as na- 
tural, and thefe are fome of them. Hes brui- 
uli tith that thinks otherwife. Do not theendsand 
§ intevefts of men {way the World, next to God 
§ himfelf, and. what are they but moral -caufes 
Band if {uch be to betaken notice of, why not fin, 
yi) Which is more confiderable thanall the reft? 
|. Then O yee late Inhabitants of that famous 
wil) City, which is now in afhes, as ever you defire 
} ic fhould Alourifh again, repent of your pride, 
| fulnefs of bread, abundance of idlenefs, negleét 
- ot the poor, and abominable uncleannefs, fo 
| many of you as were guilty of all, or any of 
| chefe { for alk were not;) and let others mourne 


| Cormorants 


ig Over them that have finned,and have not repent- 


alll 


} 


jonni 


ial cd, that God may repent of the evil which he 
hath brought upon you, and may build up your 

| wafte places in his good time, Continue nor in 

ithe fins of Sodom and Gomorrah, \cft their punifhe 

ment be either not removed from you, or if fo, - 


uy again revived upon you. 


(32) 
, MEDITATION Il. 
Of deftroying Fire, procured by offering firange fires 


f E read concerning Neadab and Abriha, | 

| that there went out fire from the Lord and | 

devonred them, and they died before the Lord? Ley; 

10.2. Why that heavy judgment befell thofe © 

two Sons of Aaron ( the Saints of che Lord )_ 
the preceding-verfe will tell us, viz. becaule they 
cook their cenfers; put incenfe therein, and of- 
fered ftrange fire before the Lord, which he 
commanded them not. ‘Their fault was this, 
God had fent down fire from heaven upon his 
Alcar, Levit. 9. 24. lt-fhould feem ic was the 
pleafure of God ( and doubtlefs they knew it} 

that his {acrifice ( which one calls his meat,asthe | 

Altar his Table). fhould be kindled and prepa= "| 
red with chat fite only, which by continual add- 
ing of fuel, (as need’ required ) was to. be 
kept from ever going out, ( as° is fuppofed ) 
Leviti 16.10. There’tisfaid, Aarow fhall take a 
cenfer fullof Coales:of fire from off theeAitar, and 
bis hands full of incewfe,and bring vw within the varie. 
Now they prefumed ‘to’ offer incenfe to-God 
with’ common fite, which came not fromthe 
Altarsbetotre the Lord, and for this they were 
butntro death. Upon this paflage Bilhop Hall 
(worthily called our Ezgl:(b Seneca) reflc&s thus 
Ie isa dangerous thing, faich he,in the fervice of 
God to decline from his ow inftitutions; we 
have co dd witha power, which is wie to pre- 
feribe his own worthip, juft ro require what he 
hath prefcribed, poweriul to revenge tat which 
he hath sot required. MED1- 
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| MEDITATION IIL 


fi Ps 


Of fire enkindled by murmuring» 


Phy, | N Namb. 11. the fir/ff and third yerfes, I read 
lf | thefe words, When the people complained, + di{> 
Ly, pleafed the Lord, and the Lord heard it and his anger 
lilt) sas kindled, and the fire of the Lord burnt among fi 
tt) | heey and confnnsed thems that werein the utmsof? parts 
Uy | of the Camp : And she called the name of the place 
\0! | Faberah, ‘becaufe: the fire of the. Lord ‘barxt among 


| 

1 he | them, It:doth not mich concern our prefent pur, 

bi, | pofe:toenquire what the.caufe of this their mur- 
| 


-muring was, which yet isthought to have been’ 
lk} wane of ¢meatin the: Wilderne(s;..and thence'the 
')} place: where they were punithed, to have been 
it | called: the graves-of:lu{t; as.our Margents do 
pr} Englith, (kiberoth hatraayah) neither need we. 
dl: | be anfallibly -refolved. what kind>of fire tc was 
be} char-God fent amoneft them for their. murmut- 
(i) } ing). iris all we need obferve atthe prefent,that 
«| they. were punithed by fire, and that murmuring 
wi | was the fin they, were punifhed for. Our pu- 
wt | nifhment I am fure- hath been by fire as well as Ht a | 
Gol | theirs sought we not;then to examine whether 

the | Our provocation wasnot much-what by mur- Rhy 
ye } muting, even as theirs was? were we contented a 
ii! |when the City was ftanding? yea did we nop 
tw | grumble and repine at one thing or other every 
eof day 2 and yet wethink we fhould be more than 
ye Contented, that, is to fay, very thankfull and 
ot I joyfull, if we had but Londow again, if thaegreat 
| City Phenix-like might but rife out of the afhes, 
and our places know us oncemore. Jt fhould 
B, | D ! {ecm 
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a | 
feem then, we had kale then to be contented « 
with, and thankfull for, bute we knew it not, as , 
it is {aid of husbandmen, Felices ximinm [ua fi 
bona xorant, If fome were in? worfe condition 
than formerly, would chat juftify their mur- 
muting ? were not the Tfraelites inthe Wildernels 
when they were punifhed for‘ murmuring ? and 
had they not enjoyed a better condition than that 
in former times’? Do’ we murmurers think that 
men are ‘to: blame 2. and: was not Shemepz.to 
blame: when he catfed Dawid and yer Dawid 
looking higher,vx.unto God fubmiflively repli= 
ed,’ it may-be the Lord ‘hathbid. him curfe mes: 
Fhe Robbers and (poilers of J/rael were in faulte 
Yer {eeine it was God that gave Facob to.the 
{poile, and Jfraelto the robbers; that was reafon’ | 
enough ‘why they fhould bedumb asia fheepbe-? | 
fore the Shearer, and not open their mouths in 
any way ‘of murmuring. If we fo remember 


Our miferies, as to forget our mercies; if weage J iy 


Sravatée our evil things,and extenuate our good, 


if we be(o vexed and difpleafed with men, asif’ J sui 


they were fole authors of all our troubles, and: | 
as if’ God (who owes and payes us fuch chaftifes | 
ments) had‘no handinthem, If in our hearts: | 
ve quarrel with’God,’as if he were a hard:ma-. 


fier, and had-done us wrong; if when we had. } jin 


food and raitient we were not content; if when: | 
we had fomething. and that confiderable (and | 
how could outr lofs have been confaderable, if our: | 


chjoyment had not been fo?) we were as unfatis= } (/, 
fied, as if we had juft nothing. Tffo, donot |} ,; 
thefe things plainly prove that we wete.mut- }}| 
murers many of us? and whofeexperience doth’ } », 


mot tell him thacchele things were fo.2 how mae] | 
bY, 


(35) 

4 
ny things have we repined at, that men could 
ndt help? as namely the peftilence; now in fuch 
cafes it is evident, that wehave nor mtrrmured 
| againft men, but againft the Lord, Exod. 16:8, 
ll | Nay, if men’ be punithed far lefs than their fins 
MS) deferve, and yer will not accepr of that their 
aud. | punifhmene, but fret at him thac inflicted it, what 
muft we call chat bot murmuring 2 Aid was bor 
lit | char ourcafe? Thad almoft faid,that England 
M0 even before: this fire, was fo full of difcontent, 
ih} ‘é€whatfoever tlie caufe were) asif all che plagues 
pls | of Egypt hadbeen upon it,’ and how after this ic 
me} ¢aa {well more without burfting, is hard to-con- 
ul | ‘ceive. « So’litele had we learn’d good El’s note, 


—. 

as = 
= 

or 


the | Epa the Lordy tet bim do what feemeth good to 
Lon Beas) NIT iw 
ite} «= Now if-the Law of retaliation be,burning for 


sid} ‘burning, as'weread it was, Exod, 21.25. How 
bet - jufewas it ‘wich the great God td fend a Fire up- 
ah oa ts.for, our gtievous difcontents and murmur 
00 f ings? © Murmurers are full of heart-burnings 
ait} againft God himfelf, difconrent'is a Firé'within, 
wd) chat flies and'flames up againtt the great God,as 
lite] baz (aid: (who with his consuedid {peak but 
ats the language of the hearcs of many others. ) 
m-§ This evill is of the Lord, why fhould I wait on 
indi himany lotiger ? wonder not then if the anger 
hea) of God have burnt againftthofe that did burn a- 
gaintt him, if he hath given us fire for fire. We 
fot) were alwayes murmuring when we had no fueh 
ft] caufeas now wehave; and now God hath given 
pit) Us, aSic were fomething to murmur for, and yet 
I let me recall my felf, that was {poken but vul- 
gatly: For though God fhould punith us with 
Scorpions ia ftead of Rods, he will no tallow 
| 2. us 
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usta murmur, bur commands us:to filence our 
felves,, with fuch a quetti ion and an{wer.as'this, 
Why doth the living man cornplain? man for 

the-punifimentc of his fin. Who fo confiders 
how unthankfull we were for what,-we. had.be- 
fure the fire, willfee no caufe to. wonder at what. | 
we have loft, buc rather to wonder at-thisy thar - 
fuch as haveloft but a patty, did notlofe alle For; 
with Pareits nothing ismote, c¢mmon thanto; 
take away. thofe things from their Children quite; 
and clean, for w hich, they will.not{o muchas 
give them thanks, as, not being fatisied with, 
them. Then fay Patents,give them usagain,you., 
fhal have none ofthem they fhal be given to them 
that will be thanktull tor.them, yeafay they.not 
fometimes in their anger, we will throw {uch 
a thing in.the fire; before fuch, unthankful Chil- 
dren dhall have it.: I fee London full. of open 
Cellars and Vaults, as it wetc fo many. open 
Gtaves, and Earth lying by,ready to,cover them. 
How unwilling am I to fay that Kiberoth Hat- 
taavah might Jul Hy-be writtem upon them, that 
is,the graves of thofe.:hat lufted after more,and;. | 
by that meanes lo& what they had alt wereobe. © 
of the mutmurers, (asthere were few exempted; 
froma that guilt ) O Lord, 1: have, caufe ro own 
thy, jut ice. io Whatloever this: Fire-hath orfhall 
couitrybate to ray lofsand prejudice, and alforto 
adore thy mercy, if my: fhare in this lofs were 
not.proporcion ably fo's Sreat, as-that ok many: O= 
thers, and thofe my. betters, 


(37) 


MEDITATION IV. 


Of Rebellion agaiuf? Mofes and Aaron, procuring a 
deftruttive Fire, Numb, 16, 


} He fixteenth Chaprer of the. Bock called 
SEL Numbers, in the 35’ verfe thereof, tells us, 
how that 2 Fire came down fromthe Lord, ana con- 
fumed nolefs then 250 Men that offered Incenje, not 
| their Houfes, bue their very Perfons. Some 
| Would hardly think that fo {mall a crime (as op- 
pofition ro Masiftracy and Miniftry are in their 
} account)’ fhould have been the only caufes of fo 
| heavy’a judgment. And yet we finde thatal- 
| Jedged as the main, if not the only reafon of 
| Corah and his Complices being confumed by fire, 
| The Confederates of Koreab, Dathaz,and Abiram 
| are faid to have been 250 Princes of the Affem- 
| bly, famous in the Congregation, men of re- 
| nown. .Yect when fuch as they ( who Gne 
_would think might better afford to’ do fuch a 
| thing than;meaner men) gathered themfelves to- 
| gether againft 44o/es, and again{t Aaron, {aying 
_ why lift ye up your feives above thé Congregati- 
on of the Lord? and they rhemfelyes would be 
Prieftsand Priaces,as wellas they,verfe 10. Scek 
| ye the Priefthood alfo ? faid Mofesto them, (yee 
| Sons of Levi.) And inthe 13 vérfe, they quar- 
rel with Adofes, for making him(elf. (which was 

} falfe, for it was God that had made him fo) al- 

| together a Prince over them, as who fhall fay; 

) they would have no body above themfelves,ci- 

} ther in Church or Stare. I fay;when they thew 
ed this kinde of fpirit and principle, you fee 
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(38) | 

how God punifhed tt. *Thete were right Level- 
lers, if 1 miftake not; they pretend they would 
have all tobe alike, verf.3. ye take too much 
upon you, all the Congregation are holy, every 
one of them; wherefore then, fay. they to A4ofes 
and Aaron, lift ye up your felves above others? 
But to pretend cheywould have none inferioutto 
them, {urcly was but a firatagem to bring to 
pafsthar'they might have no Superiots, or rather 
chat themfelves might be fuperiour to all others, 
This was jike to come to good, they would 
have neither head nor raile ia Church or State,or 
elfe it fhould be all head,or all taile. Burfrom 
thefe principles of Anarchy and Ataxy fet at 
work (I fay) from the difpleafure of God a- 
gaint them upon thataccount) {prang the fire 
which we there read of. | 

Much of this fpiric hath been in England with- 
ina few years paft, when not a few gloried in the 
name of Levellers, at leaftwife in the character 
and principles of men fo called. If any of thofe 
embers be flillraked up under afhes, I fhould fear 
leat a Fire of tumult and confufion might break 
out from thence, and by their meanes as foon as 
any way: nor dol queftion at all, but that the 
fin and guilt of fuch vile and ancifcriprural te- 
nets might help to kindle that fire which lately 
devoured the City. God will not fuffer two fach 
great Ordinances, as Magiftracy and Miniftry, 
which fo greariy concern the good of the World,” 
nor either of themto be trampled upon. St. fade 
peaks fharply of {uch men, calling them filthy 
dreamers, who defpifedominion: and {peak e-)) 
vil of dignides : they who would level theles)| 
the Ged of order willlevel them, for fueli back 
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| faid to perifh in the gain-taying of Korah, Jude 
| gue Of fuch icisfaid, in 2-Pet.2.12. That @ 
| bruit: Beats, theyare made to be taken, and t0 be de- 
| ftroyed, and that they {halt utterly perifh ix thetr owe 


ne corrsptron. 


| But then if we confider 14ofes and Aaron, one 
| asa holy Magiftrate,the other as a holy Minifter, 
| chat did greatly aggravate the fin of Kerah, and 
his Complices in rifing up againft, and fecking 
ro depofe them, for as fuch they had a double 
ftamp of God uponthem,v«-both asMagiftrates, 
and.as good. For'as fuch,they were not only 
called Gods, but alfo partakers of the divine na- 
ture, and if we mult be fubje& to Superiours, 
thatare naught and froward, ¥. Pet.2.18, much 
more to them that are goodand gentle: the de- 
Gruction of ulefull Magiftrates and Minifters is 
one of the greateft diflervices that can be done 
tothe World, and will as {oon kindle the wrath 
of God, as almoft any. fin that men commit. 
2 Chrow, 36:16. Bue they mocked the meffengers of 
Ged, and.mi{ufed bis Prophets till the wrath of Goa 
arofe againft them, till there was wo remedy. Mat. 
23636. There we finde thefe words, O Jerafa- 
lem that killef? the Prophets, and ftoneft them that are 
fent unto thee, @c. Behold your honfe is left nuto 
‘you defolate, in Numb,16.33. AMofes told Corab 
and his Company, that they were gathered tc- 
gether againft the Lord. For what is done a- 
gainft Magiftrates and Minifters, either'as Of- 
cers ordained of God, or as‘good,in their places, 
is done again{t God him(elf,, as the abufe offer- 
ed to a Minifter of State, is more againft his 
Prince, chan agaioft himfelf. Thofe Rebels had 


fome pretence for their infurretion, namely 
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that they were brorighe fhtera miferable conditi- 

On, verf{.t4. Thou-haft nor brought us intoa | 
Land that floweth with milk and honey, or a+ | 
ven us ficlds or Vineyards, we will noccome up? | 
meaning that 44o/es had brought them into’a:' 


Wildernefs, and therefore they would ‘not. be 
fubject co him.. But we {ee that excufe would 
not ferve their curas. ‘ 

Neither the vices,nor the unhappinefs of Rus 
lers, and of their (ubjeéts under them (the late 
ter of which was charged upon M©ofes, though 
Very unjuftly) can difpence with their obedience 
tothem in lawlul things, The J/raelites were as 
truly bound to obey AdZofes inthe Wildersefss as 
if heand they had dwelt and flourithed together 
in the Land of Canaan. Had Mofes been a 
bramble, as they reprefented him, from which 
they could receive neither fruit not fhelter, yee 

a kan © * 
might he have {aid, as that bramble did In Fo- 
thams parable, Judges o, 15. It in truth yee 
anoint me King over you (or if God had done 
it) then come and put your cruft in my fhadow 3 
and if not, lec fire come out of the bramble and 
devour the Cedars of Lebanon,» No Childe can 
lawfully deny his Parents the obfervance of their 
liwful commands, bceaufe they are not fo le- 
ving to him, or carctul of him as they ought to 
pe, Neither have kepe their own garments un- 


Apoted of the prefent World Though Neah 


difcovercd nakednefs, yet. his Sons ought: him 
Feverence, and were fome of them-curfed for 
not paying what theydidowe, They might-do 
nO more that turn’ their backs upon him, (thar 
their eyes might not behold his fhame) and yet 
th mifelves dtaw neer enough co cover it, ier I 
ther 
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| | (4) 
then live to fee'the day (ot may my Children 

(ee itgif not 1) in which alland every the inha- 
Licants ofr thefe three Kingdomes fhall perfeGly, 


: deteft thofe finswhich brought fire(as ic is called, 


whatfoever, fire ic was) upon Korah, Dathany and 
thole that were joyned withthem ;. and:thatas 
we feadjthat nor fo much as a dog opened: his 


‘mouth againfithe fraelires when they. came-out 


of Egypt; {o neither may man, woman or childe, 


either {peaka word:, or darta thought againlt 
ithofe two great Ordinances of God, Magilttacy 
and Miniftry, Cwhich fome of late years have 
steatlic’ vilified) or againft either of thems 
| but may reverence that ftamp of God: which is 
put upon them, remembering that Minifters are 
called Angels in Scriprure, and Magiftrates are 
there called Godse And wheras good Magiftrates 
‘and good, Minifters are in Gods account (and 
therefore in’ deed and in truth) more precious 
than the Gold of Ophir, May-I live to fee, all 
‘and every of them {o .efteemed, and fo: deale 
‘with; and may none of Gods Elsjahs ever in 


|any-futare age be tempted to imprecate fire 


from Heaven (ashe of olddid, 2 Kig. 1.10.) 
“upon any Officers comming towards them ina 


, | hoftile way,and with a bloody mind. 


Nor may any. man ever be fo wicked and 
hatdy,as to’come towards any (uch in any fuch 
way , left God whohbath {aid , Touch not mine 
anointed, aud do my Prophets no harm: fhould {end 

that cutle'which was not caufelefs, and tain 
| down fire upon'them ,. as he did once and again 
upon thofe Captaines that came to feize upon 
Elijah; and once mote, may’ live to fee thac 


| eiroux perfectly rooted out of the’ minds of 


men 
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4 a : 
men; v=: ‘that fubjects may give a bill of di. 
vortce to their lawfull Soveraignss orat leaft. 
wife totheir own due Allegiance , if either they 
fhould: prove vitious. in their perfons,or unhappy 
and unfuccefsful in their publique Adminiftras 
tions, asi:thofe that told «Mofes he had no 
brought‘them into a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey; and therefore they would not come 


rs 
j 7 yi 
air), 
aes 9 
byw 
Pala! 
dus ini 


Gehrue 


up to: him 3) whereas ic is unqueltionably. ourdgplll 


duty to come.up to our Governours in whatfo- 
ever lawfally we may ;: whatfoever themfelve: 
of their ill: fuccefle bee! Let icfuffice, O Lord, 
thatfo'many fires have been formerly kindled 


in the. world, by mens following the way of Ko-§ijy a 


rab,and let the example oftthy feverity upon him 


‘and his complices,: and‘ on others that. have 
_‘ trod: in their’ fteps; forever deter men fromgwt{ 


kindling: new fires upon the like accounts o1fd {i 


(whichis worle) provoking thee to kindle a fire 
upon them,as thow lately didft upon that once 


famous: City of Lozdon, which now Jicth indyic 


afhes. 


eee 


MEDITATION V. 


Of Sabbethebreaking mentioned in Scripture, as one 


great canfe of Gods puxi(hing a people by Fire. 


fpoken, jer. 17.28. nothing will more 


plainly appear than that God -hath fometimes| 
contended /by Fire, for the pollution/and. profas| 
“Nation: of his Sabbaths which he’ hath bid us! 


remember 


| ‘T © them that hall catefully read what is§ iy 


| (43) , 

! Wemember to keepholy. The words are.chefes 

lef Supt af you, will nat hearken tome ,. to hallow the Sabq; 
UW ath day, and not.tobear 4 burden evenentring at the 

Dates of Jernfalem on the Sabbatheday:. then. wih I. 
lh hindle-a fire in the gates thereof and it (hall devourthe. 
Ol? allaces of Ferufalem,aud it {hall not be quenched. Lo, 
Mitiinis Gin amongft others did. Ferufalem owe ts 
conieftruétion.by Fire, which was. afterwards ac- 
!di|-omplithed. .. It is one of the complaints which 
alo) he Prophet makes, Lam,2.6,, that God had: cate 
ied cheer folemu Feafts and Sabbaths to be forgotten 
Lod) in Zawe “They,would not keep them when they. 
ied might ; and afterwards ({uch was their diftra=. 
[lion and confufion ) they could, hardly keep 
ihit}ehem if they. would, and had, fo difcontinys 
lated the obfervation of them , that, they had al- 


hot} moft forgotten that they had fometimes enjoy- 
ished {uch good daies, and ftill ought to.oblerve 


rfid them. Itisfaid in Lam. 1.7. that the enemies faw 
ont Der, viz. Jerafalems, aud did mock, at her Sabbaths 5 

il whichfome expound , oftheir deriding the cef- 
{ation of their wonted publick and folemn. {ers 


vices, which the Temple being demolifhed they 
were forced to intermit. aaa 
1 with there lay no guilt upon England, and 
upon Lordon its (elf, in reference. to the profa- 
nation of Gods Sabbaths, and forgetting to keep 
them holy,as we are commanded to dos when 
| Saul told Samuel, that he had performed the com- 
| mandment of the Lord, 1 Sant.5.14, Samuel re 
at plicd , What meaneth then this bleating of the {beep 
tl im mine eares, and the lowing of the, oxen which I 
ims} fear? Alluding to that; 1 may anfwer {uch as 
co) fhall pretend the Sabbath was ftrictly kept: 4 
| what then was the meaning of that noile of 

| children 


oe ahs Lae br a SA rd ma a EF AT a PERRET) ADA me at le oa Le amt See + aa TT a 7 = —- 
mp neg ee oe a 


habe Ti ce ee OO AT 


§ 
% 
5 
t 
{ 
t 
' 
k 
\ 
{ 
( 
> 
ae 
{ 
i 
| 
4 
t 
“4 
he 
| 
i 
ge 


ae 2 


PORE SAE NPE LA AS WIE OAT ELIS PEON I AR TAS A I eS Reto en a rE a ete 


lS Nie 
children and “young toiks;‘that“we ‘faw° ang), 
heard'playitig tip:apd’ dows the'tteéts’ on! tha” 
Lords day? ‘or what meant’ that’ Vain ahd’ idk 
communication that we heard from che mouth” 
Of young atid ‘old;both mén'and women;as way 
paffed’along the ftreets on thofe' daies? how’ cami 
the ‘Fields adjacent to the Ciry’,,’ to'be focrow#” 
ded with'compathy, walking to and fro, meerlya™ 
for'their pleafure on the Lords: day ; yea, “whyg’ 
was’it thus,not Ghly before and after the time off 
publick worhip > buc in the Very feafon' of ite 
in fo much 'that'there was moré’company fome- 
times'in the fields;on'the Lords day, than in thes! 
Churches? was icfor want of Churchestorepairg”! 


“to? how could that be, when’ there wete fom! 


many within'the City it felf; that now'the Fireg*™ 
hath ‘deftroyed' above fourfcore, yet fome re-§ 
main? Ic’ could’ not’ be “for want ‘of room ing! 
Churches, for* many were almoft empty ;and 9! 
fome of thofe;in which I ‘doubt nor; bur the fin= Mi: 
ceré milk of Gods' Word might have beén enim 
joyed.. Why -were Taverns and Ale-houfes 9%!’ 
that. flood inthe fields, {6 frequented: on ‘the #™ 
Lords daies,more than ‘on working daies, as if* 
they had been the Churches | and Bacchus the #i 
God that men ‘ought to worhhip? yea ; it is ve- 9° 
hemently fulpeéted; that Stewes and Baudy= 9m 
houfes were not wichout their cuftomers on thac gis 
day,as well as on‘any others -Oh the wanton fit 
carriages that mine eyes|have feen on that day 
in the open fields. “The ereateft part of thofe Il # 
met,feemed to be on the merry pin, laughing ge 
jefting,and difporting themfelves one wich ano- Ff 
ther, both yous men and maidens: By their Jie 
behaviour-one would. lave took it for fome 

c jovial 


ahovial time’, tatherthan fon aday holy. to the 
Mors on whicheimen arecajoyneds -xot':to think, 
ileesr own thoughts, (peak: thetrovencwords:,. ori fimde 
viihy gern own pleafaress |< How few bayve'l heard tas 
syacing. the name of Ged into their siouths on thae 
onalay, otherwife than in vain,andyby curfedsoaths, 
oy St have; walked, fome miles anvends + Tiverily 
eed that manypeople had, wontte:{pendihe 
ily OES day werle, |. generally, thah apy daydn the 
x ilWRole- weeke> Many, did (pend; dther, darésoim 
¢ wnonett labour; who: ‘mif-fpent-the-Lords day sin 
lifhoneft xecreations.. So far were moft from 
aeepating for‘ it before!it came, that few kept ic 
ioly when. ‘itywasicome.. | Jews,-will not‘omic 
hé-preparationsto. their Sabbaths, but Chriftis 
piel tasidid'not.only, fo » but pollutethe Lords day: 
seltsdelf... Imight{peak of fuch.as, did take the 
1oldujefs to. work; on the ;Lords,day', notwiths. 
y(ltapding that, theyread tothe contrary an Web, 
36S Jers 17 21.and: exprefly in, the fourth 
Sommianderhent, in ‘which itis faid 5» Exod; 20%: 


1O.cce is,thon [halt not do-any work, thea ner thy 
‘ipl @r@ants and yet did not fome haxd amafters ox- 
a { etvadk their labours ’of their feryants) onthofe: 
laies, when they. hadhalt of works: 
|, Have we not. others fet theiz wits.on work to 
ily lifpuce againft that day, and to write again{tics 
sgt Vienefs many ill Treatiles extant 0 that .pur- 
no tle. And why might they not-as well, have 
uy iyritten againft.cthe other niae<commandements 
vil} Sagainlt the fourch 2, Why moft that only be 
ay hought Ceremonial, when‘all the teft arecon- 
woe felted to be Morale IfGod, haye feemed. to 
iit | Oange it from the. laft to'the firlt day of the 
" Iveek;can we take aijult occafion from thence ta 
f Lie | abrogate, 


viah H 
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abrogace it xT doubt not bat the day we-16 
keep by the name of the Lords: day,was intér 


ded) im the fecond”>Commandement aswell yi 


that which they.under the Old Teftament kep® 


which was called'the Sabbath: A fevench dayjq 
ane.day in every feven is provided’ for'by cha 
Commandment tobe kepe-holy’s ‘but? not al 
waies ‘the fevench’ day fromthe creation, * Pa 
int is not {aid} that'God bleffed: the Teventh'da| 


ie 
irae 
wast 
pet 


ig 


and: hallowed? its: bur that he bleffed the Sat} og 
bath=day , or that: day which*himfelf hadvali 


fiould'appoint to be kept as’a Sabbath , or tim 


of :holy reft 3: whichunderthe Old Teftamenga™ 
wasthe la(tybut‘under the New is the firlt\dagtitt 
ofthe week, calledthe Lords!day; for'that’ Chrifa@t 
rofe again ‘asion ‘that day. « Although: the-fir(ga 
adininiftration of the Lords Supper was in uAgi® 
ledvenned -bread-; yet the inftitucion of iis fog 
theiletot ‘bread; ‘nor of thatwhich tis unleaven gt! | 
nedéso'So, though God refted-6n the feventlidaygi' 
fromthe Creation, yer his lepal’ Ordinance 
dathwnot: precifely ‘require the obfervation -ogty 
chat day; bur ‘of: dne day in fever)’ Who doubriaino 
bueibapuifime'and! the Lords Sixpper ate now’afil 
much in force*by ‘vertue of'the fecorid Com-gin 
mandniene;as Ciccamcifion & thé Paflover-werdiiil 
ofield'; that Commandment referring to fuclh 
Ordinances'as God thouid*appoint',as well agin 
tothofe which*he had appointed; and fotheflt 


foiret Commiandemenr, to aay day in’ fever 


that God fhouldenjoyn,as well.as to that which! 
hehad enjoyfied.' Why fhouldinor'the ‘practice: 


of the -Apoftles be a fufficient warrant for'chan4 
ging of the day? “1. Cor. 16. 2, On the firftiday, 
cf the week lec every of you lay by him in ftore 

aS 


Ma 


Wh, 


| | (47) 

3 1 God’ hath ‘profpered: him. | Ic appeaxeth that 
inhras their day of meeting for-worthip » becanfe 
lia that day they made their Colleftions for the 
k@joor 3 and ’4n Ad, 20. 7. it is laid 5 that on the 
layin day of theweck wher: the difcrples -mettocbreak, 
vdilread » Pawl preached «to them; intimating 5 that 

\vastheitday for pattakingyof the Lords Sup- 
Iver, and-therefore in»all likelihood -for.ether 
i dijeligious: fervices.. Now, would -the:Apoftles 
Slave ventured to change the day,|withous leave 

sund command from God fo todo? Liled 2. 

‘ij But ifany man be-not ‘convinced, by :thefe - 
iiagitguments),-chat.the day ought to be fochan- 
duedsyet let him fhew me the leaft colour’ of reafon 
siitor abrogating of the fourth Commandments 

find: obferving no day in the week as: a Sabbath 
‘nyo the Lord. \Moftmen, if: they mult keep one 
qutay in the week holy , bad as lieve it fhould be 


wwalhe firtt day of the week as the lafts|--Moft of 
innofe that quarrel at the obfervation of the firft 
ite ly,, or Chriftian Sabbath:, ‘Ti fear do it; becaufe. - 
njibey would obferve none atall; bucas for thofe 
hat confcientioufly obferve a feyenth-day Sab= _ 
yygpach, L-dare not call them Jews, for Judaizing 
Cindi that One ching, but think they may be betcer 


IChriftians than many that are more Orthodox 


las to the Time and Day. But as for thofe pro- 
fane petfons that have and.dorefufe to dedicate 
faipeither the laft or firtt day of the week. to God, 
jets a Sabbach or holy reft, I mutt be: bold 
igh tell them (if they be Englifh-men ) they had 

deh great hand in feteing Londow on fire, whic 
ug Was a vatt lofs to the whole Nation , and.came 
jqpeoubrlefs for the fins of the whole Nation , as 
ue) ¥elk as for the fins of its anhabitants, J tay 
ou 
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(48) ay) 
you hada greae hand in it, atid particularly’ 
by yout prophanation of rhe Lordsiday; as chip" 
Text I quoted from Jer. 17.21. leads-me ti” 
think.’ F had almoft {aid that wasibecome qm 
National fin, as. bythe! general practicesof it, {aga 
for want'of ‘due endeavours to reftraia ic, fuclii! 
as Nehenstah uled, (Nehem. 13.16.)andtherefori 
no woider if God! have ‘punifhed with thaif 
which was} is) aadvwil bea forefiroke upon th¢ 
body: ofthe Nation. 7 ’ 

But: befides ‘the grofso prophanation’ of theg 
Lords day? -whereot wicked men were guilty Bl 
vie. by working, playing, and doing more wic- 
kedne(s then thanat ochertimest olfeat few of 
the ‘betvexsfort'cah waflocheir hands: innocency,§}) 
asiftom: finding their own pleafure; and {pea- 
king thei’ own words'ou Gods holy day,which is§\ 
forbiddea) 7/2.58.1 3, owhave called the Sabbath fil 
thei delight, holy,arid ‘honourable of the Lord) fia 
as ibecameus, Or with Fobn have: been in the§mi 
Spitisfo as we ouslit,.on the Lordsday. . Few 
of us) have kept any one Sabbath) as'a'Sabbarh §i 
fhould ‘be kept. Under: pretence that'we tear to gu 
alike Jews ; icisowellaf we forger not -to act gu! 
like: Chriftians, as’ tothe Lords day.» We rook fin 
Godsiday.’from ‘hina 5 and now he: bath taken} 

ur City from us ; werobd him of the beft day gin 
in the week; forall daies are his j:buvtlis more #is 
e(pecially,-&¢ he hach deprived us of the’beft City if 
ithe three Kingdoms.’ We committed Sacri=ifiten, 
ledge\in robbing Gad of his daies, which he had fii 
feraparcforhimlelfjand itprofpered with us no gin 
better-rhan thatCoale did which the Eagle {tole Bn 
fram the Altar, and therewith fired het own gt 
Neit. «Aud now poor Lendon,(it limay manta i 

ae. : thee. 
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(49) 

hee London) thou enjoyeft thy Sabbaths in that 
widoleful fenfe', as was threatned , Levit, 26. 34, 
noi ben all the Land enjoy its Sabbaths , as long as 
welt Lieth defolate.’ And the fame reafon'may be 
‘i,igiven now as then, v.35. <45 long as vt lieth defow 

Hate it {hall reff becaufe tt did not reft in your Sabbaths 

bohen ye dwelt upon st, 


MEDITATION VI. 


| lof Gods éontending by Firs, for the fins of Idolatry 
in and Superftition, 


ngiiy Dolatry is plainly and_ properly enough de- 
afl fined, tobe the worfhipping of a falfe God 
hi One or, more ) or elfe of the truc God in a 

Fal(e manner. The former is exprefly forbid- 
odiden in the -firft Commandment,which is in chete 

Iwords , Thon {hale have no other Gods before mes 
Ffout the latter in che fecondywhich faith , Thaw 
uh bale not make to thy felf any graven Image, OCs 
phat is: Thou fhalc not worthip» ot pretend to 
vitworfhip mein the ufe of Images, or of any 
othing’ ee which | my felf have not infticuced 
iqhand appointed. Now whereas fome may think 
dy hac che worthipping of graven Images,tor Gods, 
efor as if they were Gods themfelves , and nor 
Ciyp:he worlhipping of the’ true God»in the ufe of 
vig om, is the fin forbidden in the fecond Com- 
ha mandment, becguleit is (aid, Thou (hale not bor 
«iif 4ewn to thene x nor worfbip them. ‘The contrary !s 
ggeeVident enough, For the worhhipping of any 
qyipother: befides: the true God, is that.which the 
jgart Commandment doth dirgealy forbid, and 
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| C50) | " 
*¢ the fum and fubftance of it; now we muft }, i 
not make the firft and fecond Commandments§§ it! 
one and thefame, Therefore the fin forbidden, 
in thefecond Commandment is the wotfhipping iy: 
of God,in ot by the ule of Images, and other Mix 
things which he never appointed,as. means, mé~] 
thods, and partsof his worfhips © Now. this lat=j 
ter branch of Idolatry isthe fame thing with} 
that which is called Superftition; which is as; 
much as /upra fatmtum , or a being devout and ir 
religious,or rather feeming tobe fo, above what) 
is written, or Wasever commanded: by. God. ji) 
Of the fir fort of Idolatry which confifts inj§ wi 
profefledly worfhipping any other befides thei a 
truce God, I fhall’need to fay nothing + becaufe’g jx) 
that isthe Idolatry of Heathen only, & all Chri-i§ ji 
ftizns profefs to abhor it. But alas, how many# 
calling tchemfelves Chriftians, are not afhamed§ 4) 
to own aiid défend their worthipping of Images] 
relatively,(as they term it) though not abfoluce=ff i 
ly, mediarely , though not ultimately. But iffy 
we-cal prove that this was all that many. did, @pr, 
whom God ‘was pleafed to charge with Idola-@) 


| 


try, aod to punifh grievoufly,even with Fire,for: 
fo doing; that will be tothe’ point in bands Seell 
for this Levit. 26,3%.1 will make your Cities wafte se. 
avd bring your Santlnaries to de{olation(which wasif , 
afterwards doneby Fire, when themfelves were; 
carried into captivity, their Ciry and Temple); 
burut.). Now in what cafe doth God threateng y 
foto do; vize in cafe they fhould offer to fet up| 
any Inagéssto"*bow dawnto. them, e+ andi 
fhould. not tepent of their fo doing after: they; 
bad been’ warned by Jefler judgments: Jf fos 
{arith ‘God 3: I will make your Cities waftes and fa 
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iti he did by Fire, for thar very fio. “‘Nowthe peo= 
cit le thus: chreatned’ were the'T/raélites » who had! 
al fs mich kaowledge~ of the true: God , that’ it 
ng was: irdpoffible for*them to ‘think that’ chofe’ 
chet toéks' and {tonés which they didbow to, were 
el God-hinifelfs but-only they made them as repre-' 
ite (ettatiohsand memorials of God ( of little Tem’ 
vith ples for’ God to repair to, if he'pleafed; or as 
68) ures ‘todraw ‘God‘to them (-as one-calleth 

aud) ¢Hem),-and: yet'fdr'chis, they aré’charged with 
Wat) Tdolatry’s ‘far hole very Images are’ called their 
x0 [aols; 0:1, Ye '[ball-make- ye'no Idols, or graven f[< 
i it) gages 3. and “by the gteatnefs of that ‘punifhmenc 


* 


tit! which:<God infliéd for the famés wemay ga- 


ail) cher he te¢koned it asIdolattie, for ic was that 
ts) Pai “any: Mércéver, that they intended no 


Maj) mote by! their Ithages, than only “pictures and 
ined) seférn blances of God, “is intimated to us by thofe 
use| words, \Dewtid.1's 0 Take heed anto your [elves , for 
luts) ye! fave to manner of Stmiliimde,on the day that the 
Wil) ord’ fpake ‘unto you in Horeb , ont of the midft of 
dith) she’ Faree.t 6. Le? you make yon an Image,the fimie 
ddhie\ ittéde' Of any figure. Asif hehad{aid, that Ged 
fot) did thetefore ‘fotbear ‘ae that time to aflumie 
)Stlahy“vifible fhape, becauifé he wotild not haye 
wl) any reptéfentations made of him, which to'doe 
nw) were Pdolacri¢ 3 ac leaftwifesif done in order to 
wet} oP Seegeaaelae ae Swere not Aron and the L/- 
pt) raehieesChatsed with Idolatrie;for making, and 
cata) catifias'ta be made,a Golden calf; Bxod, 32.4% 
(awh andfactificing to itey. 5. de.(yet that people were - 
a} fae fFony thirikidy” the ‘Calf they had made;to 
the) be-the true God. ehat broughe them out of Egypt} 
fh) Nos they had ‘nv4de ic for a teprefentation, anda 
nd) meniorial of him: For fo they are to be undera:) 
1) oe Sh E 2 ftood, 


AA A a TET dn a ele ame ae ae a SE Ta ee te < 


a ene annie meter Or fees ee te entre Se oe eee 


aga 
Sl 
stood, v.4,:Could any of them fo far renounce). 
reafon, and common fenfe ,(leaft of all could”: 
Aarondo fo ),as to think thae Image. broughr 
them out of Egypt, which,was no Image ull}. 
afier their, comming. out: of Egypt,’ which-had 
not. been what it was, but that they madea Calf § 
of.it? which they. knew, of its felf was. neither | 
ableto do good,nor evil. .Nofurely , theiz in-. 
tent: was to fec\up that only.as a memorial of 
_ God, and.to.worthip Godin and by it. - Fon] 
this, 44ofes was {o,angry withthem, and with the 4" 
puppet. which they had .made,,yrhat-as we read: 9," 
1,20... He took. the Calf, burnt.s1n the fire, ground.\4° 
it to powder, and. frremed.1t upon the water, and |” 
made thers drink of-it.., The Apoltle.calls cheny 4)". 
Idolaters, 4.Cor..to. 6. Weither.be ye Tdolaters , as 4, 
mere [ome of them’; which is quoted out of Exod, 
32.6.4. 1f ithefe were..no Idolatryxin.che Golden-. | 
calf fo intended, ,.why was. Adofesfo. angry with, §*' 
i?. yea, why.was God fo angry.with them,as by. 4” 
Mofes.to give:charge to.che fous of, Lev2,).to flay a 
evcty manhis broc::cr, and, hiscompanion, and: 
his neighbour?.v,.27.. and.all for their finin. re-. 7 
ference to that.Golden-calf ? and in #10. faid: 
God.to Mofes, Let me alone that my wrath. may | 
ware hot, again. them, and that.1may con{unse theme a" 
By, which we, may plainly. ee, that the Idola-.. 
trie I have .beeiw{peaking of, which ts.agair{t..*) 
the,ec,,nd Commandment kindleth firessas. well.) 
asthat which is; againft the firt.Command-.) 
ment, Therefore a Caveat is, entered againft Gra- | 
ven images, Dest, 4.23. .upon, the account of ~ 
Gods being a.confuming fire, and a jealous 
God ; a fire that,can burn , .and,full of jealous. 
fie (which is the rage of God.as well:.as_of.,: 
: 3 man) Bk 
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dice (53) er 
aj) man) fo that he will not (pare in the day of his 
ght ‘anger. : 
i) Now if any fhould think it hatth to call thar 
lng | Which 1s intended as the worfhip of the true 
(yj | God, by the name of worthipping Idols, ‘when 
tier | 1dols are made ufe of only as memorials of God, 
rie} and helps to worthip ; let them confider,that if 
| f| fuch worhip any ching really atid truly, it is 
fyp| the Idol that is before them: for ic muft be ci- 
sthe| ther that’, or God3~ it is not God they worhhip, 
‘eq| for he accepts ito more thanif they had cat off 
sng @ 49g Meck, or offered wines blood, Ifa. 66. 3. 
ad | See Atis 7243. O ye houfe of Ifrael, have ye offered 
hem | £2 1996 flat beafts, and facrifices by the (pace of forty 
(LATS? YEA y Je took up the Tabernacle of Moleck. 
ty, | He denies they offered to him, becaufe they 
he cortupted his worthip , and fo in eficc&t he was 
vith | HOt worthipped atall. Amos 5.25. and Jfar.t1. 
, Aled no more vain Oblations, Therefore fuch 
fay | perfons doing that which God accounts no wot- 
;| fhip to himfelf, are {aid to worfh'p the Idol 
vee | Ley pretend to worfhip by; and foro blefs an 
hid | Idol. Ifa.66-3. and int Cor to, 20, The things 
ns | which the Gentiles facrificed , they facrificed to devils, 
Ji, | 28. F2 Ged; not that they inteaded their Sacri- 
ne fices for che fervice of devils ; leaft of all,whea 
‘| they offered their fons and daughters, Pal, 106. 
wel | 37° Yet becaufe it was a facrifice acceptable to 
Hip the devil , and abominable to God, it is faid, 
Hat that they facrificed thesr fons avd their daugh'ers to 
vot | devils, That is, tothe Idols of Caxaan, Which 
iui they took for their Gods,and not for devilsyv.3 8. 
ia But moreover, ee, | 
a God punifhed worlhipping by Idols, as if ic 
ia) | Were worthipping of ‘Idols - becaufe the former 
| EB 3 leads 


wget 


| 
leads tothelatter; ahd iyi introduce itin timeqr” 
and prefently too ,amongfta eteac many. Many 
that are taught to worthip betore Images, can- et 
fot diftinsuifh of doing it Relatively not Abfoedips:’ 
lutely, mediately, and noc ultimately ; and fg bash 
‘they do it abfolutely and nor relatively , ul-jo* 
‘timately and not mediately. Idols are brought) s! 
‘in by the help of diftin&ions , but when oncey mls 
brought in, the diftingions are forgatten}s™ 
and the Idols only are remembred, and cho" 
more ignorant force of people will turn perm ” 
feé&t heathens, that is, worfhippers of focks, andy" 
‘ftones. The jealous God forc-feeing this, foreiat! 
bids all ufe of Images in.and about his wor- iat 
fhip, fecing that kind of dalliance and kiffing}im 
the calves, will end at laft in going a whoring} 
from him, by fuch Idolatrie as was amongft the}; 
blindeft Heathens. Néw God would prevent} ' 
i the in-lets of evil, and therefore he would-nog) fi 
i permit the Nazarites fo much as to eat the {tones} mil 
\ of Grapes, left ic fhould bring them by degrees} ttn 
to drink Wine, which they had vowed againft 3} pea 
{o-neither will he fuffec men to worhhip by,or in} poo 
the ule of Images, left they. come at laft top sal 
‘worthip Images themfelves, And tothe end pine) 
the worthip of God might be kept pue,carey tic 
is taken in the fecond Commandment , thar} tty 
‘men, fhould prefent God with nothing as either} (0th 
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y wnedinm,ot pars cultus, duc what himfelf hath] be 
im pref{cribed s for by the {ame reafon. that wore} allt 
7 ia fhipping by. Graven-images is forbidden , are} rj 
7 we prohibited the ule of every other thing, as} (ai 
a. any means or part of divine worfbip which} tol 
es God hath noc infticured., Hence thofe words} tt 

K ddark 304. Ja.Vain do jor wor|kip m6) teaching} \ay 
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| 
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| $) 
lbp dotkrine the traditions of mentor the Pharifees, 
Bo place Religion in wathing before they eat 
B’ whereas it was no more but cleanlinefs ). Mark 
7-3. was very difpleafing to out Saviour Chrift, 
iPaal was vety angty with chofe that pretcuded 
Bro a voluntarie humilitie, in worfhipping An- 
gt igels, Col.2.18. thatis, they gave out thac menu 
aigought to go to God by che mediation of Angels, 
yas being the more reverent way of addrefling 
to God ; but Paul (aith, they were vainly pute np 
iiwith their flefhly mind , for that they intruded 
sai into: thofe things, which they bad not {een any 
‘(i warrant for in Gods Word. And asfor thofe 
I Galathiaes that did obferve daies, and moneths, 
fig and times, and years , the Apoftle faich plainly, 
td be was afraid he bad beftowed upon them labour ix 
Doan; namely, becaule they thought co pleafe, 
i and to worfhip God, in and by thofe things 
j which were never of his own appointment. 
with then that whofoever fhall read this Chap- 
# cer,may become convinced, if not fo before, how 
nth greatly the fins of Idolattic and fuperfticion do 
| provoke God, and kindle the fire of his wrath. 
§ Saul gave Samuel a fuperftitious reafon» why 
| the people took of the Sheep and Oxen, the 
| chief of the things which fhould have been ut- 
) terly deftroied; namely, that it was to facrifice 
‘il to. the Lord in Gilgal. Yee this their devotion, 
i) befides, and contrarie to Gods command ,. 1S 
| called Rebellion, and {aid to be as the fis of witch- 
| evafe: and as for Idolatrie , if Idolaters do in 
1 Gods account factifice’ to devils: how juft 1S it 
I for ldolatrie to be reckoned’as the fin of witch- 
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| craft. 1 Sam. 150230 Witches are burnt by the 


Laws of our Land, Now:if that. which God 
B 4 calls 


6 | 
calls Wichcrallihoul eove common amnongft f !* 
us, wz, Idolatric, fo called alfo in’ 2 Kings 9.) ie 
22. which God forbid, and the wifdome of our jj ™ 
Governours will (I hope {eek to prevent): we }} 
may expect more burning yet behind , and fuch | 
a fire of judgment to enfue, as will confume} 
us to utter and endlefs deftruftion. Now Lord; } ™ 
if thofe men whofe Religion teacheth them to i 
infift upon their merits,and if ochers have meri-= i 

ted alfo, to flie to their works of fupererogation; | !*? 
(as their manner isto idolize themfelves , and | bh 


ne eee 


3 their own works) if fuch fhall actempt to break jj 
8 in upon us like a floodggrant that thy Spirit pou- |) ™' 
: red out upon our Rulers, may lite up its felf as'a | A 
2 ftandard againft chem. : ae | low 
3 ; : tbe, 
| £98) CLP hh Nach ng) ip aaa ale 
} at 
fs MEDITATION VII. mn 
2 WH gait 
i sar ih ed 
Ss Of Oppreffion, Theft, Deceit, falfe Ballances, mentia | 5 
a oned in Scripture, as canfes of God's contending ; 
| V by Eire, com 
a | H} why 
Es Am forced to put feveral fins together,that }} op, 

3 have affinity each with other, becaufe there H ro 


are {o many to which the judgment of fire is at- 


. 

: tribuced,(or againft which ic is threatned)that to 

Bs | confider them fing!ely, would take up too much 

| time and room: I finde God threatning the Jews 

Ay Ezek. 32620, That he would put them into a 

f “Furnace, leave them theresand melt them. And 
ee | -the caufe thereof is affiened, wverf/:29.. The peo- 


‘ple of the Land have uled oppreffion, and:shave 
vexed 
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57) ) 
vexed the poor and needy, yea they have op- 


| prefled the ftranger wrongtully, verf-31. I here- 
§ force have I confumed them with the fire of my 


| wrath Aud Amos 5. 11 Fora{much then’ as 


your treading is upon the poor, and ye have ta~ 


§) ken from him burthens of wheat, yee have built 
| houfes of hewen ftone; but ye fhall not dwell 
| in them, &c. 


And then for Theft, (ce Exek, 226 29. The 


people of the Land have exercifed robbery : and 


Zechary $4. Thecurfe fhall enter into the houfe 
of the thief, and fhall confume it, with the time 
ber thereof, and with the ftones thereof. 

And laftly, as for deceit and falfe ballances, fee 
Amos $5. Hear yee this, that fay, when will 
the Sabbath be over,that we may {et forch wheat, 
making the Ephah (mall, and the Shekell gueat, 
that we may falfify the ballances by deceité 
Take notice that the judgments denounced 
againft that people, are senetally thus ex- 
prefied, I will fenda fire, 8c, Chap. 10, 3. Now 
one caufe was their deceit and talfe ballances. 

Now were not the fins forementioned too too 
common in the Land, and in the gteat City 
which is now ruined? Did not many rich men, 
opprefs the poor by griping ufury, extortings 
brokage, taking unmerciful forfeitures of pawns, 
and pledges; by ingroffing of commodities, and 
felling them at unreafonable rates, by vexatious 
{uites, by taking them at advantages, by wotk- 
ing upon their neceflities, by with-holding thofe 
debts and dues which poor men had not where- 
withall. to recover, ‘and: feveral other wayes? 
For I pretend not to know the.one half of that 
myftery of iniquity. Did nor rich Lawyers oP: 
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3.8 
prefs their poor Ciients, rich Phyficians: their 
poor Patients, rich Landlords theit poor Tes 
nants, rpifing and racking their rents? Did they 
not guinde the faces of the poor, ds it. wete to 
powder ? and when time ferved, and particu- 
larly when the fire was, did not the poor thew, 
their hearts ferved them'to opprefsthe rich ¢ Hf 
theft did not abound, why were fomany con- | 
demnied: almoft every Monethly Seflions upon | 
that account?’ (befides many that efcaped un» 
difcovered) how cameit to pa(s,that there was a 
formal fociety and:corporation of theeves,keep- 
ing a Kind of order. and government amongft 
themfelves> Themas-for deceit and falfe ballan- 
ces, I doubt thofe things were morecommon 
than: either of the two formers though they 
might juftly bear the name of either, wiz. of 
deceit or theft, chough they went nor commons 
ly by che name of either. How much bad mo- 
ney was knowingly put off, brafs pieces, light 
gold, and fuch like ? how many unferviceable 
wares were vended at dear rates? how many 
rich commodities were {ophifticated, as Wines, 
Phyfical Drugs,and the like,to.the great hazard; 
of Mens health and'lives? Whar trafh was ven- 
ded for Pearland Beazar, and for other high prie 
ged things > All was lookc upon as cleer gaines 
by-‘many, in which they could but over-reach o- 
thers, though the’ Scripture faith, let no Man 
defraud his brother, for God is. an avenger of 
all {ich things. | Ita Man had notihis wits-about 
him, he could go‘into few places, and not be 
Cheated, wharloever he bouglit, if he: did- not 
underftandiit himfelf : (oitharic grew a proverb, 
that. Men-kuew not who. to-trufts Men e 
as 


59) . 
ask twice as muchas they could take, and. yet 
would. have taken all they did ask, if the buyer 
would have given ite. As for falfe bablances,, bet 
theQuefts that went about,fpeak what ill weights 
they found in many places, heavier to buy: by, 
and lighter to fell by. Let the full Baskets of 
Bread which were given--away~ almoft-every 
Marketeday;-becaufe too lighttobefald, beare 


| witnefs. Why was fo much butter and bread 


taken from the owners, and fent to the Prifons,. 
but for want of due weight? If men’ did ute 
falfe ballances in fo cheap Commodities, and 


chat were to. come under .the teft, what did they 


not do in thofe rbat were dearer,& they séneral- 
ly lefe totheit own confciences ? in things as to 
which one dram of weight mote or lefs would 
turn to mote profit than many loaves of bread, 
or pounds of butter ? | pape 
'‘{ doubt. not bur there were thole, and not a 
‘few that would not have wronged a cuftomer in 
‘one grain of weight for the greatelt profit: but 
‘were not the generality of ‘fradefmen for all 
they could get, Per THs ant refas, thatis, by 
hook or by crook? Reflecting ‘upon the great 
deceit and Cheating there was: i wonder not 
that ConfFantinople ftands, whillt. Lexdox ‘hes in 
afhes: For if we may believe travellers,amonglt 
‘the very Zarks there was more common juftice, 
that is, righteoufnels and frecdome from deceit 
in buying and felling,than amongft us. Righte- 
‘ous att thou O Lord,yet let me plead with thee 


concerning thy judgments, why were their fhops 
and houfes burnt down that ufed no deceit?(and 
there were many fuch) but as for. others, thy 
jultice doth, moft manifelly appear in {coutge- 

“ ing 
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ing. tHofe buyers and fellers out’ of houfe and | 


home, by a fiery Rod, who turned the famous 
City (which fhould have been a Mountain of 
righteoufnefs and juftice) inco a Den of theeyes 
and robbers. | 


a er ee 


MEDITATION Vill. 


Of lyieg, (wearing, and for-(wearing as further can- 
[es of God's contending by Fire, 


| finde the Prophet Avham. chap. 3, threatning 
Nineveh with fire, in the 13. and 1 5. verfes 


ofthat Chapter. The fire fhall devour thy bars, 


$zc, now one caule he gives of chat wo,was lying, 
verfo%. Woe tothe City, it x full of lies and robbery. 
Firly are chofe cwo put together, for probably 
many or moft of the lies they had woatrco tell, 
were in a way of trade, in order to unjuft gain, 
which is no other than robbery in Gods account. 
Oh that London, inthis refpedt, had not been a= 
nother Nineveh, for the multitude of lies that 
wete daily told in many parts of it, in order to 
robbery, that is,undue gain: A good man would 
not have told fo many wilful lyes, for a whole 
World, as ome would tell, to get a few thillings, 
if not pence, This coft me fo much, faith one, 


and by and by he fells it for Iefs than he (aid it 


coft him, ( which few men will do) you thall 
have the very beft, faith another, and yer if he 
have any worfe than other, puts him off with 


that. ‘I had fo much for the very fellow of this; 


had fome wont to fay, when there was no fuch 


Matter. This is as: good as can be bought for 


Moncey 
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themfelves to be the people of God? who faith, 
| Ifa. 63. 8.57: hep, are my people, Children that will nos 
“die,fo I was their S avsonr ould. men thus abound, 
| with lies, and, yet believe what is written. Rev. 
an. 8 Al lyars (hall have their portion inthe Lake 
shat burneth with Eire and Brimftone.: No wonder 
it that which kindles Hell it {elf, did help to 
| fire a City: 5 basy 1569 

But to. pals on to the fin.of Swearing, either 
falfly or yainly, both of which were too com- 
‘‘mon.in the great City, till the very time of its 
| deftrudion by fire, (though pofflibly as common 
ot more infome other place.) Was it confidered 


| at leaftwile, ic is now. time toconfider what is 
iy | {pokens Zach, 5> 4. The curfe.. {ball enter into the 
| Honfe of bimthat [weareth falfly.by my Name, ana 
In | (hall confume: it, with the timber and. flones thereof. 


How..was..the;,Land .over-tun with perjury ? | 
| What if tew.caufes were tried, in which there mt A 
was not oathesagainft cathes,.men and Wo- op 
_ men fwearing,,point blank, one,againft another? | ! 
‘Both.could not be true: Coutraditloria non poffent 

effe fimul vera, How ordinary was it with men i 
 to{wear, what was impo fiible for them to per- Pai 
form? How haye.oathesbeen:bought and fold? | 
were there not thofe thar madea.trade of {wears 
ing, (Knights. of the Poff, men. called them) 
they would pleafure any man with,an oath, that 
would. but pay them for it. How. many haye 
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it | pre(umed, they,.could carry.almoft any Caufe, 

i) | defend any, title, how. bad foever, by a pack of f 
Ss | {wearers,..which were ready to ferve them upon M4 
dl | all occafions?. As long as they could have oathes Lit 
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fortheix monty, they feared hoching)’ Exgoa W 


~ Hath’ driven ‘a mighty tradé in oathes; forwatd! | 


anid backwatd,and made them {6 common, that? | 


with many'mén; ‘they are gtoWn ‘contemptible,’ 9s" 


and they have leatint to play with them) as is faid”| 
of fomie) that they ile’ Ludere Fur ansdntss ue puert | 
teffertes Alas; how Wahy made ‘nothing of it, to’ | 
fweara’huhdred ‘Sathes, they would do this.or' | 
that; ‘as namely; they would pay fucli a debt by 


-fuch atime, and yet never mean todo it ? * OF 


England, if thou haat no fin but thiss ic were no, | 


matveP that this Metropolis fhoald now lye if | ul 


thé duh ‘Por {uth batches asthele‘doth the ‘gréac™ 
Cioy(chat-was)¥é2 and the wholé Land fuffering” 
With MidurA at thisday. ‘Though fome have’ | 
&xpdfed themfelyes. 06 se hay ruine, for feat’ | 
OF outhes;' Yet have Aor orhers defperately (aid): | 


chey: would ‘HOFbE indore by refirfins oathes of: | id 


what Kind foeven? They “would raft God with. 
theif fouls} ahd hot nicn widh'theit’eftatés}’ Tf | 
eid fin’ wete ‘hor as’ oilé’to* the late flames, ‘¥ | 
ktGw ‘oe whidewa's.” Iris no whit ftrange that’ ill 
falbofReiring thonld be pundhedawith temporal! |] 
fires Wien meer lying’or falfe' {peaking is threat-* 
nedwiththachré whichis etérnal. Rev 88S) 2S 
“TBuethen; as for’vain fwearing, low'com*! | 
PAGH Was ic; Ssif memhad never heatd ofthe: | 
Ha Commatidment! which (aich,” Thon’ pale’ 7" 
bake the narn¢' of the Lord’ thy God i vain’, for | 
BE WINK noe hold thes ‘guiltlefs: ° ath Oaths flew! 
avout Tike fo inuth ‘Musker-fhor, When two ar-” | 
nii¢sare in fight }' fo that they Truck every man! | 
AsieStcatleaftwile) that went aldnig che ftteers:” | 
Wd that heard the needlefs Ogths’ men had * J 
Pont to-fwear\could bur think of Davids words? | 
a! : ¢ 


: 39) 
Will) Be wot merciful to any that 


God, 
their vain fweating. What wit was therein 


3 eee 
tranfgrefs without a 
canfe. Tam confident there were iome thattook 
a. great. pride in {wearing and thought: it\@ 


great picce of Gentility to abound in Oathesy - 


though many Tinkers and Tapfters could {wear 


| as fait as they : but-could they have had the mo- 


nopoly of {wearing to themfelves, and a prohi- 
bition upon all poor mento {wear,as wel as they, 


‘| would they. nor have accounted, it a vety.great 


honour and priviledge? Thus did they glory in 
their fhame. Ulleis they vaunted themfelves, 
in fhewing how bold they did dare to make with 
I {ce not why they fhould be protid of 


rapping out an oath? Or what fool could not 


utter as many oathes'as they? who was fo filly 
as to honour them for their {wearing? Or .who 


did the rather believe them for it? yea whodid 
not infer,that, becaufe they would {wear without 
caufe, they would alfo lie? How did men bid 
a daily defiance to that text that faith ?_ Above 
all things {wear not? and pradtife,as if St.James 
had {aid, my brethren, above all things {weare 


| When :London was become as full of-oathes, (as 


the aire is of motes}. (which {pake the tongues 
of mento be fet on fite of hell) ‘10 wonder that 
there came.a flying roll filled vvith a curfe, 
yvhich confumed the timber thereof, and demos 
lithed the {tones thereof, Zach. 5. 4+ May then 
the horrid fins of lying, fvvearing, and forfwear~ 
ing, be buried as it vvere in London’s ruines, {0 aS 
pever torile wp more; and may the late Inhabi- 
tants of the {ame mourne, as: it vvere ind 
and afhes, for thofe great provocations, and i 
ever Lowdon be iss {elf again, may he pafs fora 
mone 
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monfter, and become a 


a yvilfull lie, 


-MEDITATION Ix. 
Of the abounding of Drunkeune[syas one caufe of the 


Ferre, 


VV" can think: of Exsgland’s, yea of Len- 


don’s fins, and not remember Drunk- 

ennefs, ‘vyhich did fo much abound’: Or vvho 
can think of the fire, and that fin together, and 
tot recount ‘that ‘paflage, Nahum. 1,10. Whilff 
sheyadré drunk, as Drunkards, they {hall be devoured 
as fiibble fally dries’ Mecrhinks it vvas but yelt- 
erday {ince Londonyyas as dry ftubble before that 
Fire,:ivvhich tlie bruitifh fin of drunkennefs, a- 
monet others, did help to kindle. What havock 
thatvety fincan make, vve may read,//4.28. 1,2. 
Woete the’ Drunkards of Ephraim, Behold the Lord 
bath dmighty and flroug one, ( {uch vvas our fire ) 
whith us arempeft of baile; and a deftroying forme, 
asa flood of mighty Waters overflowing , {hall caft 
downto thé Earth with the hand. Was not that 
Datth-finof Drunkennels stovvntoa very great 
héfsichamonatt us 2?Whilft vve vvere in War 
vith tien Nation, yve yvere in league vvich 
their grad ‘vices vve vvere hot’more enemies 
ro'them than friendsto its Pant obferves in bis 
tittie, thar'Thofe that were drunk; were fo in the 
wight.t Thef,'5.9- Better fo than in the day 
tinie, becaufe it fpakethem afhamed-of —_ 
HOE they 


hiffing and by-vvord | 
that after fo great a vvarning, fhall prefume to} 
fyvear falfly or vainly, or {o much as coucter § 


ew 


wen 
ft 
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ud hey did, but fo Were not many of thofe Drunk- 
lirds that helpt co fire the City, who had the 


tt lpoldnefs to reele and ftagger along the ftreets 


the 


|W] Hours of the day, fo-declaring their fins like 


Sodom. 
Great ones had taken up that pittiful fin, 


lvhich men of their quality in former time had 


wont to {corn ? Ais they would have,fcorned ro 
teale; fo as much almoft to have been drunk. 
Was not the Proverb in old time, asdrunk as 
inApe, afterwardsit came to bey asdrunk as a 


- |jegear,but now they fay the Proverbis,as drunk 


isa Lords There {eemes to bea defign amongtt 
lome men to bring fin in credit,’ and to over- 
throw that faying of Sdlomon, that Six ss the re- 
broach of any people, Some think by their own e- 
(pouting of this or that fin, to put honour upon 
ty (as a Nobleman that by marrying of a Cham- 
Jermaid, advanceth her to the title of a @oun- 
efs.) But alas they will finde'that be they ever 
[6 honourable, fin cau truly debafe them, but 
they by their praStife, can nevet make fin its {elf 
ttuly honourable. ‘Woe unto usthar chofe fins 
fhotild now be clad in‘ {carlet} which formerly 


did no more than imbrace dunghils, which were 


in ule amongtt few, but thofe mean and fordid 
perfons chat did: well become a Cage, or Stocks; 
ot Whipping-polt, the juft reward’ of their in- 
temperance. Wehbad wont to look upon drunk- 
en Gods (fuclias Bacchus) as only the fictions 


Of Poets; but have we not feen {uch things too. 
Often verified,’ if men in authority bea kinde of 
Gods; “as che Scripture calls them: But if {uch 


Gods as thofe'expe& adoration; few there are 
that can’ heartily. give it chem, or half chat re- 
EF yerence, 
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to drivk. wine »/ began to glory in that cheit-wolt 


-{o-had not afew their provocations of drunkei 


vadding co drunkennefs thirft, that to thirft che 
omight add-the more pleafing drunkennefs, i 
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verences which as Magiftrates is their dud jt 
Drunkennefs did fo abound amongft all fort) ui 
ett 


that I perfwade my felf, more good liquors wet}! 
{acrificed to Mens lu@ts, than were {pent upoys!” 
their neceffities. It erew to be matter of emulay “” 
tionamongft many men, who fhould be able gi} i 
drink. moft: {uch as were ftrong in the erly wo" 
{poken of, J/a, 8. 22, Woe to thers that are mighi i" 

whet 
tat, 
any 
pc, ¢ 


ftrength. He was accounted a brave fellow thi 
could drink down others under the Fable, an} 
keep above board:himfelf, . Drinking with mg! 
ny was the work of the day, and the.wotk @iit 4 
themight,intituling them to-that woe? TfasoV qm 
“Woeto-them that rifeup early in the morning, th} Ian 
they neay follow frong drink , that continee till mg hh ior 
gill VV ineaxflame them, Many forfook their calf legge 
ings for icin the day time; and their fleep iw 
the night, As ome have theirincentives to Luly wea 

| nina 
expec 
hay 
ioe 
tumbl 
Ms 
quart 


killa 


sne(ssby their) fale meates, and fuch like wat¢ 


light asfome would make of this; it hath mat} 


great fins in the womb of it, and many fad col 
(equences following of its Oh! the wotul negle 
of Mens callings, both general and patcicula| 
whilt they Jay in’ Taverns from day: to )daj 
Oh! the mif-{pence of precious time that ney) | 
cat be recalled.Oh ! che wafting of mens eftate| 
andmaking themfelves worfe than Infidels, fj ty: 
not‘ providing for. their Families, whilft chy say, 
made provifion:for their Jufls- . Oh!the abufe | rm 
Gads good creatures to luxury, whilft oche) im, 
wanted them for their neceflity. Ob! the abt| mth 
t0 


| 


| 7 
i that men offered to themfelves, to their perfons, 
(i theix parts,their places and offices, wherwith they 
wl were intrulted, and to the image of God, which 
Weis upon them as men, 
wll Londog in its tuines 1s not more unlike to what 
sit Was in its profpetity, than. fome men by noon 
il would be unlike what themfelves were in.the 
Ti |Mmorning, more than ordinary men were they 
ill whenthey rofe;. They could haye {poke to any 
Ti | cafe,. difparched any bufinefs,curned their hands 
co any. affair, military or civil: but Jefs than 
ii men, ere they went to Bed again, and for the 
xk) time almoft. as much altered as Nebuchadnezzar 
sip was,when turned amongtt the beafts of the field, 
| If an enemy were. at hand, ready, to cut our 
ig throats, they have neither heads to advife, nor 
ic egges to ftand upon, nor hands co fight, .were 
py) it, co fave thein own lives, who.have all of chefe 
sill when they are themfelves, Now, nothing but 
ig) tibbaldry and bawdery, and non-fenfe is to be 
will expected from them. Silly looks and antick a~ 
{ig tions + one while you have them {puing like 
Bf {wine thathad gorged themfelyes;another while 
| tumbling in sheir own vomit, like Sowes inthe 
oq Brite; otherewhile you had them wrangling aed 
of quarreling with every body; as if they would 
i ill and flay allithey came neers other- while you 
sf might have feen them all in gote blood, upon 
nfl Lome groundlefs (cutfle they. had, Prov. 23.29- 
uy VV he. bath contentions ,who bath wounds without cane, 
io theythat tarry long at the Wine, And what comes 
hi sgxt,, fee ver».330 Laine eyes [ball behold ftrange 
fel women? ver] 34+ Yeathou fhale be as he that lieth 
down in the -miaft.of the Seas or a he that leth.np- 
on the sop of a Maft, that is, in eminent danger. 
Ba 3 WNei- 
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had beea-fuc 4’one‘as themifelves,’ if his wrath j ij 


ic-waselis,thac ifyour Sreat drunkards were able 


wey 


a Gf» uals | 
Neither will they be warned by that, for it isi), 
faid, ver[.35. VVhea (hall I awake? I will feck, itt mf 
yet again, Uf this were the trade that many droves), 
(as certainly it was ) if they took this courfegy) 
(as it were) to drown the City, no wonder'that§y. 
God' hath deftroyed it another way, viz. by #. 
Fire: es i} 
Men were’ stown into ftrange methods of 
drinking, (as Timay call it) they would enforce fy), 
their'company to dtink healths, thatis e£gqullis V) . 
calices, ~~ hey would'have'allto drink alike, or 9), 
equal cups; though all ‘cou!d not bear’ it alike}} 
as“if'a kind ‘ot ttiformity'were* neceffary' if’ 
dritiking,* as well°as in other things: ‘ P forbear By, 
to'{peak' how the weaker veffel® did fometimés 9,’ 
make tod‘bold with the ftrohgertiquors, (and to H) 
the'fhame ‘of theirS-x) here were the-diinks TY 
ads’ as’ welP as orhers: “Things being broueht O 
try this pafs,’ mer would have'thotrghtrhat’'God Bi, 


bad not beer revealed from heaven'in {ome te? Bh 


m tkable judgment. “But now he that “runs 
may read, that;our.God isa enemy, asfo o- F)— 


ee ee ee 


ther fins, fo particularly to‘that beallly vice of | 
drankénnefs.” “Thad thought heré’'to have dif@ 
nnffed the godd fellowes; Vas they call theme 
felves) but ttrange fancy came in my ‘headjand 
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to retain’ all they ‘receive, ‘ahid’te vive it out a¢ 
gond as they touk ‘icin, a few bf them might be 
aie to furmfh'a welFcuftom’d Vintier! with a¢ 
much Wine of feveral forts, astwoiild (erye him 
2 good while for his occafions, ahd each of ther 
(1pon one yearscolle&tion) (O'monfters of men) 
unght contain and yield more thari the greacef® 


Casks 


mt (69) 

4 Casksthat Vintners'do ever ufe. Did thefe men’ 
i : 

look upon Lendon-as.a body, futcly they took 
themfelves' to be the Glandulz‘or. kernels ro 
which it belongs, to fuck up’ fuperfluous moi- 
fures, or did they look upon themfelves as the 
Goks and-common fhoares, that allJiquors were 
to pafs through, or to.pa{sinco, » Let me fpeak 
a warm wordtoyou, O yee Divefes,that ufe co 
drink Wine in Bow!s till ic inflame yous if yee 
fepent nor, the, time. 1s haftaing.1n: which you 
ir will want water to cool your tongues, and you 
{that now indulge your felves great draughts, 
a will be to {eek for one drop. Confider two texts 
Hl well, and then be drunk if you, darey. vz, 
i tCor..6.10.:Druzkards (hall not inherit the king 
tg dome of God, Alfo Luke 12, 46. If that fervant 
hall. [ay,.my Mafter delayeth bis coming, and {ball 
begin to drink. and. 19 be drunken, The Lord of 
‘that [ervant will come when he ts not. aware, and will 
cut him in (under, and appoint hime bis portion with 
/wnbelievers. 
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MEDITATION. X. 


i Of God's pani(ling 4 People by Fire, for their greas 
‘é anprofitablenc{s. 
MV Meet witha plain denunciation of fire againft 


: |B Terafalem, Exck.1§+ 6,7. As the Vine-Tree 
8 | which’ I have gives to the fire for fewell, fo well 
i J give the Inhabisants of ferufalem. They {hall go 

out frome one Fire, and another Fire {hall devour 


a thems Be the Fire there (poken of, literal: or 
i | analogical, itmay comeallroone. Forwhatis 
F 3 Fire 
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Fire equivalently,is as fettible as what is really® 
fo. Now, if I miftake nor, great unprofitable-# 
nefs was the fin for which God did threaten§,.,. 
that Fire. Seev. 2. and {oonwatds, What isthe 
Kinestree (intending to compare the Jews there-# 
unto)(hall Wood be taken thereof to do any work?or willh \ 
mentake a pinof it tohang any veffell thercon? v.5 
Behold when it was whole it was mect for no work 3h 
how mach le(s foall it be meet for any work,when they . 
Fire hath devoured it, and it is burnt? As it God had§ 
told them, that they were become as ufelefsf 
aud good for nothing,as is a branch of the Vinef,. 
cut off from the Tree, and half burnt in they’, 
Fire. Now for this it was that God cold them, 
he would give them for fewel'to the Fite, that# 
were good for nothing but to burn. May I oat 
prefume .to fay (and why fhould I not,it being bot 
manifeftly true,) Lozdow did {warm , and ate-§*), 
fidue of Exgland at this day doth {warm with| 
ufelefs perfons ;. who did and.do drink in che} 

- former.and latter rain of Gods good Ordinances 
and Bicflings ; bur have brought, and do bring 
forth nothing bur briars and thorns; and con-§',’ 
cerning {ych ground, the Scripture faich , Thath’. 
it us nigh wutoacurfe,gnd the end of ét is tobe bure| 
ned, Heb.6.8. : 

- Tt will be enough for me to tell what perfons§: 
may be juftly reckoned unprofitable , and then) 
leaveat to others:to judge,if there aré not,and| 
werenot many {uch in the midftof us,of all forts} 
and conditions, though blefled be God all'were 
notfuch, He isan unprofitable Chriftian whofe, 
converte edifices no body 3 neither doth his:com>f" 
munication minifter grace to any that hear it. 
He is.an unpofitable mafter ofa family 5 ot pa- 
eet pcr) bee eect Fike seit avese eth RR ar ; rent, 
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| (71) | 
slp eat who cakes no care with Jo(hua ; that his 
pamily might (erve the Lord; nor doth com= 
»poand his children and houfhold to keep the way 
(pf the Lord,as God teftifiestor Abraham that he 
wf Vould do,Gev.18,19408 that with old £//,fuffers 
yi hole that are, under his command to do. what 
tg hey lift-He 1s an unproficable Magiftrate,that is 
Sh neither. a terror to evildoers, nor at encoutages 
jjpment to them that do well ; buc much more, if 
jypvice verfa » he doth worfe than bear the {word 
jin vain. | He is anunprofitable Minifter , that 
Vig neither inftruas. the people by wholfome do- 
jp tring, aor bya holy life; that wants both Uri 
it and T: hammim, that doth not calculate his Ser- 
‘jg ons for the good of fouls ; thar either fhoots 
wpover peoples heads,by too much profundity and. 
i foftentation of Learning , (uch as. they under~4 
sg tand 100, 0 fhoots under their feet by fuch weak: 
wig and fenfle(s difcouttes as make both his perfon 
vil and doctrine contemptible. He that treats his 
oth people, as if Non-fenfe were the only Nectar 
i and Ambrofia for immortal people to feed 
nf UPON (as one phrafeth ic). In a word 5 be that 
chk ftudies only to provoke his foules by medling 
lind with what he fhould not ; or only to pleate 

‘them, by not medling: with what he. fhould : 
‘a and laftly ; he that fleeceth the flock, but feeds 
iol 2E Ot» 1s an unprofitable Minifter 5 1 he may 
“all {o muchas be called aMinifter. Again, hess 
iM) wnptofirably knowing and learned , that fuffers 
he | no body to be the better ( or as we fay,the Wi- 
“" | fet) for his knowledge and learning , though he 
my) might, 
am) - Fo be ulelefs out of neceflity, isbuc a mans 
i} -mifery 5 but co be fo outof choice , is a very 
a | | 4 sreat 
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‘back by fraud, crieth, God hath (ent them great) 


have reaped , are entred into. the ears of the Lord | 


“part with co any good ufes.. Moreover 5 he is 


forfake their own centers ,:and yary from their’ } 
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gtcat fins and yet a greater fin it isto make} M 
many mote ufele{s as well as our felves , by that | te | 
old tule, Quod efficit tale, eff magis tale. The} W 
Phatifees who fhut up the Kingdom of Heaven | D (0 
again{t men,ncither going in themfelves,nor fufe J} i 
fering others chat would,to enter, Matth,23.130}) iit 


were worfe than unprotitable. Again, chey are} il 
unprofitably rich, who have great eftaces,but no | a! 
hearts to do good with them; or to maketg,}) # 
themlelves friends of the untighteous Mammon, | 
ot to lendto God, in giving tothe poor, that |! 
they might be repaied withthe moft gainful in~| 
tereft, Such as are {poken of Fam. 5.2. Whofe 
riches are corrupted, and their garments are moth- 
¢ates ; their gold and filver ts cankered , aud the) 
ruft of then is a witne{s againft them. But c{pe= | 
cially fuch who are fo far from being merciful, | 
notwithftanding their great eftates» thar they || 
cannot finde in cheir hearts to be juft, Fam.5.4e | 
Behold the hire of the labourers, which ts of you kept | \th 
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crops, aod they thought much to pay poor) 
men for reaping of them. The cries of them which | 


re] 


God of Sabbaath ; that is, of Holts; who is pleafed 
fometimes to fall upon {uch mifers ina hoftile 
‘way, eveiby Fireand Sword, and {natch thac 
from them , which they would nor voluntarily 


~~ 


an unprofitable member of a Town, County, or 
Kingdom, that only feeks grear things for him- 
felf ;~ and cares not what becomes of the pub- 
lick weale: whereas we fee that things withour | 
lite, as Aire and Water, and {uch like, will 
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® natural motion, to comply wich the good jof 
| the Univerfe, by preventing a vacamne But 
worfe than unprofitable are they, who as out 
Proverb fpeaks , Do fet other mens houfes on 
fre to roft their own egges 3 thatiss do others 
the greatelt milchief, to do themfelves a {mall 
couttefie, Laftly, he is-an unproficable member 
of the world, who lives meerly to eat and drink, 
and rife up to play. The Apottle faith, that 
she widdow who liveth in pleafure., 1 dead whilft {he 
liveth. Seneca would fay , fach men might be 
| {aidto be (or have a being) but not to live, Peo- 
' ple that have no calling , nor know how to be- 
take themfelves to any» but to be fervants to 
divers lufts and pleafures » to read, Romances 
and Play-books, and wanton Poems, to run 
about to Play-houfes » to. court Ladies, co talk 
idly to women,that love fuch difcourle 3 to pals 
che time in,Cards, and Dice , and Wine, and 
Jefts'y when the weather. conftrains them to be 
within doors $ and at other times in Hunting 
and. Hawking, and Fifhing, and {uch-like di- 
vertiements- Of fuch voluptuofoes (if J may 
focall them) weread, Job 22.12. They takethe 
Timbrel and Harp, and vejoyce at the found of the 
Organ. They [pend thew daies in mirth, Oc, and 
in a moment go down to.the grave. As they fay 
‘risa Proverb amongft thieves, A merry life, 
anda fhort lifee For many {uch perfons do fhor- 
ren theix daics by their excels, as to Wine and 
Wothen, and tide poft out of the world upott 
the back of thofe head-ftrong: lufts which run 
away with them. The perfons I have deferibed 
are pa{t all queftion. ufeleis. and mer cumbet- 
srounds ; like dead trees, fit for nothing but *: 
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A fhall not take the boldnefs to fay that Enga 
Land doth, and Londog did, abound with {uch per- 
fons’as thefe ; or that {uch walking carkaffes car- 
ried about by thar evil (pirit chat pofleffed them, 
and did asit were affum2zthem, were to be {een 
every day ;but.whether it were fo or no, they: ber= 
ter know chat know Losdon, & know all England 
better than I pretend to do, Aad if it- were foin- 
deed, it is not fo much wonder that. the houfes of 
fuch men were burnt, as'that their petfons did e- 
{cape, or that God did not rather confume their 
perfons,and {pare their houfes s like Lightning, 
that {pares the Scabbard, and melts the Sword, 
Sin had made a great part of the inhabitants, as 
much dry wood in one fenfe , as want of rain 
had made theic houfesfuch. I marvel not then 
that fo greata Fire approaching {uch prepared 
fewel both within and withouc, did fo much 
execution, but rather that ic did:no more. May 
the iffue of that difmal Fire which was lately 
amon zt us be the fame that husbandmen effed: 
or defign in burning cheir Lands,wz. that we,as 
they,which before were barren and unprofitable, 
may become ufeful and fruitful , which Lord 
grant for Chrilt his fake. 


MEDITATION - XI. 


Of the #niverfal Corraption and Debauchery of a 
people, punifhed by God with Fire, 4 


Need not go far from that Text on which I 
gtafted the next preceding meditation; To 
finde another chat will plaialy prove the uni- 
verfal 


# 78 
‘yertal corruption and degeneration of a peoples 
to have as it were infotced God , though he be 
flow, to anger , and rich in mercy » to contend 
' with them by Fite, yea and confume them: The 
{ame Prophet furnithech me with a large’ in- 
| ftance in that kind, too. large to tranfcribe; and 
| thereforel fall rehearfe but part of it, and refer 
| to the refte For it reachech from Eek. 22-19, 
| cothe end of the 31 verfes Thus faith the Lord, 
 Becaufe ye are alt become drofs » therefore I will ga- 
| ther you into the midst of Ferafalem, v.20. a filver 
ie into the midft of a furnace, and I will leave you there, 
and melt you, v.22, Asa ye foall know that I the 
| Lord have porred out my faryupes you. That they 
were all become Drofs., fignifies no more but 
this, that they wete univerfally depraved and 
debauched, as appeareth plainly by that In- 
di@ment which is given in againft their Priefts 
| and Prophets} and Princes , and common peo- 
» ple, thar is, againft perfons of all‘ ranks and 
| conditions’, in ‘the fequel of the Chapter. The 
like charge chere is to be found, J/a, 9. 27- For 
every oue ‘1s an hypocrite , aud an evil doer, aad 
every mouth {peaketh folly.v. 14: Therefore the Lord 
will cut off from I(ract head aud tail’, branch and 
rah in one day. v1 For wickedne[s burneth' as the 
fre 5 it [hall devour the briars and the thorns. That 
is, the wicked amongft them , the beft of which 
was as a briat,or as athotny hedg. It is fad 
toconfider , thatchere have been certain times 
fa which no fort of menhave kept themfelves 
pure and un{potred, but all have defiled their gare 
|. ments,inwhich the fire of finthach {pread asmuch 
} morethanin orhet ages,as the late Fire uponLon- 
+ | don, {pread it felf beyond all the Fires that ok 
| oe ei, 1a 
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(76 | 
had known formerly. Beau time before the de=.5 
firuction of the old world by water ,. ir is faid, | 
that All flefh had corrupted his way, Gen.6.t0. and §)) 
when God was about to rain Fire and Brimftone § 
upon Sede, not tearighteous perfons could be § “ 
found to ftand inthe gap. . And a'ftrange chal- x 
lengeit is which God makes, Ferem.5.1. Run 
through the fereets of Ferufalem , and fee now and. y 
kuow if ye can finde aman , if there be any that exe- 4), 
enteth judgment , and feeketh the truth, and I will: | oe 
pardon st, Is it fo withus at thisday, or is ic }\™ 
not? Are we univerfally corrupt and degene-. ©) 
rate, and debauched, or ate we noc ?. Have all. §)™ 
forcs of men corrupted their waies., and ‘done he 
abominably, or haye they not? Poffibly in, | 
this our Sardis there are {ome few names that: | ig 
have not defiled their garments: but alas, how, BF" 

few are they ? and what arefo few names tothe | a 

generality and body ofa Nation? Are thofe § 

words of Jfaiah applicable to usor not? There ss. © 

20 foundne/s, but wounds and bruifes, aud patrifying | iI 

Sores, from the fole of the foot,even to the head, Ifa, pt 
r.7.-,and then followeth, your Connery is. defo- Wp 

Late, your Cities are burnt with Fire. Might-I take, \| me 

leave to be particular,I would fay that City,and q het 

Countrey, and Court, and Inns. of Court , and ) i 

Univerfities, all have exceedingly. corrupted i 

their waies ; what a corruption in judgment hath ne 

over-{pread us? fome turning to Socinianifm, i 

athers to Popery, others to Atheifm , yea great ig i 

(and Leviathan-like) Athei{m? iy 

Flow great a corruption is there at this day [e 
ia the habits, gates, and geftures of men and Whi 
women, which I would. nor trouble my (elf ta | 


fpeak of 5 buc that aslittle a thing as it may 
feem, 


a , 
| feem, itis a fymptome of great evil within ; for 
| many times the habits of the mind are fignified 
| by thofe of the’ body. . A: proud habic andva 


\‘proud heatt,’ a2 wanton habit,and a wanton 


“heart, do often, if noc alwaies meet. For what 
modeft woman would put on the attire of ‘an 


|‘harlor? or; who: cares to make fhew of more 


‘eyil than’ is really in them, and notrather’ to 
conceale that whichis? A modeft habic'is not 
fo fure afishof achafte heart (for that may be 
wotn for a-cloak of dif-honefty) as an immo- 
“deft habit is of ‘one that‘is unchafte. For what 
‘woman that ‘is’ confcious to -hersown chaftity, 
would render her felf fufpe&ted- for a whore? 
Te may feer'a {mall matter for fick people to 
play with feathers, and to make babies with 
Wheir theetsé butit is an ufual fore-runner,and 
‘confequently.a fign of death. Sothe babits of 
‘men and women » when they'carry with them 
"agreat appearance of Pride, Levity, Wanton- 
“nels, Inconfiftency of mind,: Prodigality , Fan- 
tafticknefsy Jaconftancy, do give great jealoufie 
to wife inens(who can ‘difcern much hight -fome- 
‘tines through {mall crevices): thae the Age, or 
father perfons of this Agejdo abound with {uch 
Kind ‘of vices sand that thete-is {ome ‘kind of 
Farallity belonging to ir, becaufe people ule fuch 
‘antick poftures and gefturés,'as dying perfons 
are wont to ufe. 1 with the*foreementioned vi- 
fees had got no neerér menthan cheir skins;that 
‘they were ‘but skin-deep; but'as the-Itch and 
hich like difeafes are fir within,and them ftrike 
Nour, fir! infea the mafsiof blood, and nor:till 
laferwards, the habic and furface of the bady; 
yea ‘anid often {trike inagain; and :cortupt the 
. bloed 
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7 | 
blood a fecond-time; fo ic is to be feared,that | | 
men.and.women are. generally proud and wane || yi 
tonin heart before they arefoin habit; and bee |} on 
come. fo in habit, becaufe they were firft fo in |) w 
heart. Now. if the hearts of many be fuchs a$¥j) 1, 
theix moft fantaftick and garifh habits make} bw 
fhow of 3 thofe..- words of Solomon: Ecelef. 9+ Zep (0) 
Mutt needs be verifiedia them, The heart of the) 
Sons of Aden is fall of ewil,g meadne[s is in therr hearé butt 
whilft-they live, ge. Yet for all this,I would ex= Wh fo g0 
ercife charity concerning the habits of men and) st 
women (though, that,be hard todo) did nog wig! 
the coramon praétile,and courfe of, chis Age als} bea 
fure me that it isuniverfally corrupt and degenes|}) il 
rate, ard-as it were,expound the meaning of {uch} tle 
fuilpicious habits. fer 
. dvismo dificult ching.to. prove the fins of this) tar 
Age, -becaulemien now adayes declare their fins) 
like: Sedam, and do as ic weresfpread a Teme 1a) tec 
the face of the-Sun,as did 4bfalom> 1am much iy 
miftake (and:fo are many more): if the grofS}) tar 
fins of: (wearing; cutting » Sabbath-breakings)) wi 
-drunkerinels, whoredome ; together with coal) wih 
“great‘a connivan¢eat, and impunity to thee ard} ti 
tome others, be not more chargableupon Exgs)) my 
lend‘at this day,-than they had: wont,to be. Are} tin 
not thefe the chings. which maleseonsents do ale} iy 
ledge to juftify;their murmuriags, though Nete|) cp 
ther are they, or can they be thereby juftified, asi) hay 
[have plainly: fhewed in-that Chapter, in which thy 
have difcourled.of Rebellion againtt AZofes and}; 
Aaron: We mutt keep our flations and do oug}} ; 
duties, though. other men fhould refute to’ do} 
theirs, If a Wife play the harlot. may her Huf-}) 
band in requital commit adultery ? no fuch mats} 
teh ell 
| 
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WW) ter. This premifed, 1 may the more boldly fay, 


®) whatloever the matrer is, and whencefo ever ic 


') comes,a very general corruption there is amongft 
Bus. Whacisf{aid of thefoul, wiz.that ic is Tora, 
toro, co totam qualibet parte, wholly in the whole 


body, and wholly in every part, may be applied f 


to fin, as if ic were become the very foul that 
did animate and inform the Nation. [I was a- 
bout to fay: I fear good men are generally not 
fo good, asthey had wontto be, and bad-men 
are become.a great deale. worfe: the former hae 
ving fuffered, like {trong conftitutions,that have 
been impaired by bad aire, and the otherlike 
| wnfound bodies, which are almoft brought to 
the Graye thereby. Andnow let me fay with 
Feremy: O that my head were a fountain of 
teares,..that, J could weep day and night for the 
corruption (as he faid for the deftruétion) of 
the daughter of my people! and O that I could 
fay with David, mine eyesrun down Rivers of 
teares, becaufe men keep not chy Laws, atleaft- 
wife that*with righteous Lot, of whom itis faid,} 
without the leaft hyperbole, that.he did.yex his 
tigh:eous foul. with the converfation of the Sodo- 
nites, {o could I mine withthe fins of, England, 
maine own, and others. O Lord thou feeft, haw, 
even the whole Mafs. of Exgli(h blood. is wolully 
corrupted by fin, (as ic tareth with thofe thar 
have hada Dare ftruck thorough their Liver, in 
that fenfe Solomon is by fome fuppoled to intend 
it, (viz. asaperiphrafis of the fowle difeafe) fo 
that there is hardly any. good blood in all our 
veines and atteries, outward applications, whe- 
ther of judgments or metciesof themfelves can- 
notcure us. Jnwardly cleanfe us we befeech thee 
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by the infpiration of chy fpirit, and purge our 
Confciences from dead works to ferve thee, that 
thy wrath may no more burn againft us‘as Fire, 


but'that at length thou maift call-us‘Heptzibah] 


a people in whom thy foul may delight. 


MEDITATION “XII 


Of ‘God’s bringing Fire upon a People for their in=' i 


corrigtblene[s ‘under other Judgments. 


, “E have already fpoken' of twelve feve- } 
V ral caufes of' God's contending with a | 
people’by Fire, and yer there 18 one behind,as | 
much in faule as any of all the reft, and thar 1s | 
the fin of incorrigibiénefs: I could prefently | 
produce three fuflicient witnefles, as it'were to | 
depofe.what / fay. -One is ‘that text in J/atab | 


(bap.'t: verf. 5, 7. Compared together, Why 


fhould yee be (mitten any nore, yee will revolt more | 
vind more? your C ountyey is defolate, your Ciies'are | 
barnt with Fire, “Phenextis, /fa.9.13. com-"| 
pared with the t 9. The People turneth not to’ him | 


that [mit eth them, Through the wrath of the Lord of 


FTofts (ball the People be'as the Fewel of the Fire, But | 


W4mes fpéaks out yer'more plainly, if that canbe, | 
Amos 4.6. Ihave gives you cleannefs of teeth, yer | 


bhve' you not returned to me, faith the Lerd, ver .8, 


Ihave with holden the Rain from you, ver[.o. I have | 


(mitten yan with blafting and mildew, & ce verf VO, 


Phave fent.among you the Peftilesce, after the max | 


ner of Egypty’ Now. the burchen ‘of all the In- | 
ditoient is, Ver have yee not returned to me, faith || 
the Lord. Then ‘in the next verfe be brings tn. | 


God 


‘ 


(81) 
cot God fpeaking thusy 4 have overthrown fome of fous 
thas: Gad overthrew Sodom and Gonsorrab, verf. 11, 
Fil And how was that,buc by fie? inaassy 
ibeh| cr Sothat you: feethe judgment of, fire came.as 

ie-were to avenge the quarrel of other abuled 
_ judgments, when Famine and Peftilence had 
jone no good upon them, then God ufed Fire, 
which'as being the worft, was teferved to the 
aft. Moftiof the judgments denounced by Amos 
+ ij. go. under the notion of Fire, Chap. 1, & 2. and 
incorrigiblene(s you fee is one main reafon ren= 
dered Of Gods infliGing thofe judgment. 
sve. |b Now Exgland hold up thy hand at the Bar,and 
‘hy anfwers Are. thou guilry or not guilty of the 
4,45 ipheat fia of incorrigiblenefs? and.you difperfed 
stig ghabicants of that once famous City,which now 
ay lieth in’ the duft (little did 1 ever think to have 
»t9 jalied you by chat mame) {peak out ‘and fay, 
‘id (ere yOu guilty or not guilty of much incorri- 
ily piblenefs under other judgments, before fuch 
wi time as God began to contend with you by that 
vq: \Bite which bath now. almolt confumed you ¢ 
ie (Plead your innocency. if you can: Bither prove 
bi feu were never warned, or {ufficiently warned 
rdif byspreceding judgments, or make it appear that 
‘fx you took warning, .and mended ugon ir. Chat 
ste, (Wat by Sea, which hath been as a bloody iffue 
7 (Upon ithe Nation. for feveral yeares paft, and is 
(§, Mot-yet {tanched, was that no watning piece ? 
‘wt (hatimpoverifhing decay of trade which hath 
‘19, made fo many murmur, was itno warning to 
‘ (MS-tO repent and reform If it were a great 
jy dgment, did ic not call upon.us to retort, 
ijib ad a£-buc a fmall one, why did we fo much re- 
ssi Pune at ic? That devouring, peftilence which in 
| . One 


T) } 
bru 
— Yeidadlicg t 


— ne — — oun 
Fasten eee A i aa A A a eo nl Plt ONY STE ae ets ee Sa ere arm ty 


poe Sorte ended 


Ah, NE Bae LO, en ba AR A ete isd oka BE Dia OM ate 


> 46 ee 


‘ 
$ 
} 
{ 
H 
t 
{ 
{ 
i 
i 
\ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
| 
{ 
( 
l 
% 
{ 
wm 
fe 
1 
‘ 
i 
{ 
a 
i 
H 
ex 
{ 
te 
K, 
i 
te 


en ee 


LG RE Ee Se IS Fae TR ee 


re EE WED 


( 82° >} 


- Bile \years. eine fwepe ‘away? above’ a-hunidsel mi 


thoufaridi and about London, was ic notaful 
ficient warning tous fronvheaven? Yevafterall 
this; how few did finite tpon:cheir thighs ang ie 
Gidswhat have I done’? Idoube few have been: 
the better-tér: all thefeyandemany, the worfe 


who fince Gad hath 66 fmitteams, have revolte 


thore-alid more, “which is fuch'a thing,asif Jamal i 


(ould haveptie(umed ‘to pravoke God) mots ir; 
thin ever, evel then when‘he was in the gree 
deep; and id the W bales‘belly s ‘or Daniel while iy ( 
he wags, inthe Hions-Deb} ‘or: thethree Childreg iyi 
i whe mmidtt of the fiery Furnaces I with fomjy 

OF ott. Breatelt fins had not been’ committediag tc 
thetime dfourgreatelt dangersjas is{pokeh rothy, 

flatnie of the Ffraelites charehey-provokedGod¢ rei 


chéScasevén at the red ScatGod having threatnegiy, 


that if srecitjudsmehts donot reform a peoples, 7 


hewitt fend Yereredter pit igno wonder thatinyg jl), 
With Lénzdor agit is\but rather; that elie executigd ny, 


éf this puni(iment was defer’ dfolong. Concerti}, 
id Gods heating his Furnace (even times hotitd), 
for 4 people, ‘when'a more gentle Fire hath nu, 
contutned theit-drols, we read Levit, 26+:208). 
‘If yer will not! bevefornecd by hele things, 1 will pul... 
ih you yet’ [even rimes'for ‘your fies. Alfo ver.8) 
Wt tA 38. £ will bring fevin tithes more Plague. 
“upon. yon, according tb your ‘fins. ‘How juftly magi, 
dd complatii of us;'as he did of the Jewes ii, | 
Old time. Fer.'§. iy Thon hafticonfamed them; bj 
phe: have refuled to.recesve copvedti on, they have mak mn 
thew faces harder thak'@ Rock , they havercfaleas {i 


“Felarn, Godbath made us as A boiling. Por, bat om, 


“Fhe is por core forth of wnt Beek. 244 TO) fii... 
2 r md q Mh, 


- ome Children, though’ theit Parents areLevell, 


enoug) 


: étotigh, are fo bad, that one would thitk they 


“were ever corrected, bur fuffered to do what 
‘ hey lift; fo hath it been with Exglaed. Such as 
is the'way of aShipia the Sea, ‘whichleaves tid 
‘Mafoot-fteps behind it, whereby ‘it may be {een 
oi which way it went, when it is out of fight: So 
Mil Hachit been with the Plague, and Sword, and o» 
jn ther judgments in Exgland; they have letc little 
iii Or no impreffion behind them, whereby it might 
it be difcerned that God hath attempred to reform 
Wild 8 By. fixch terrible judgments. We have caufeto 
ld 4dinite’ that God hath not in wrath ceafed to 
lol punifh us atthe prefenc, intending to referve us 
Iwiito the day of judgment, and of the'perdition of 
dlifansodly men’ tobe punifhed.’ Itis one of the 
so preatelt punifhments, fot God in’ wrath to give 
all! over puntthing, and to fay as concerning Ephra- 
COMM ine, Fle as joyned to Idols, let him alone, or why 
WINS (hold they be (mitten any more, they will revolt more 
CU and more. It would kill the heart of an under- 
nei Landing patienc, when very ill, co hear his Phy- 
(oi fician fay, let him have what he will, and do 
mR what he will; for then would he conclude, he 
takes his condition to be defperate, and hath no 
ula Hope of his recovery. 

we” © Lord,fiththou'att pleafed to'condefcend fo 
lfar, as yet to chaftenus (For what is man that 
yi@thou fhouldft magnify him? that thou fhouldft 
wméEvitic him every morning, and try him every 
wo,emoment ? Job 7.18.) intimating ‘thereby, that 
me thou halt not uccerly caft us off, but art ina way 
fli of reclaiming us; be pleafed to blefs and fanati- 


mifie thole thy chaftifements, and do us good by: 


x) Pthem, as we would do by our Children, if we 
lm Knew how, or if ic were in our power. Thou 
0 G 2 cant 
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canft make lefs correction if thou fo pleafe tol, 
work a greater reformationin us. One twig of) | 
thy rod , andone lafh of that twig, being fan-— 
ified, will dous more good than a Scorpiony 
that isnot. Suffer us no longer by our incorti-# 
giblenels under judgments to add contempt’ ; 
and contumacy to all our other fins.» which ts 
able ro {well a {mall crime into a hainous.of-¥ 
fence, When Chrift who is compared to a re= jan 
finers fire, 1Zal.3.2-. Shall fit as a refiner and pari-— 
fier of Silver, let hins purifie thy people and purges i 
them as Gold and Silver that they may offer to them 
Lord in righteow{nefs. Then (hal their Offeringsl i 
be pleafant to the Lord y v.32& 4... Do not thoud. 
alwaies corre@t us for our beeing incorrigible, 
but vouchfafe to. corre& and cure our jncorrigi-} 
blenels its {clf fo fhale thou receive mote glory. 
and we fhallhencetorth need lefs correctiom 
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MEDITATION Xl. 


—_— 


Of the Aggravations of the frus of London, 


London how were thy fins out of meafureyl” 

finful 2. Confider thy fins without their ag- 
sravations , and 1 doubr not but there weregis 
many places in England ( prcportionably tome) 
their bignefs ) more wicked than Londow was si 
patticularly , many Seaetowns, and (ome In-#F 
land, moft confifting of Innesand Ale-houtes 
Buc how few of thofe places chat equallized o 
collibly exceeded Londox in wickednefs,did every 
come neerit as intcference to means of grace, 
and other mercies? 1 have heard cf a Papiftge 


i 
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5 
‘ho in aftorm did vow in cafe he were delive- 
td , thac he would give to the Virgin Adary a 
"aper no lefs than the Main-maft of the Ship he 
Vas ins but whenthe ftorm was. over, perf- 
eoufly faid , that he would make a Parthing- 


vii 


tT did enjoy like the Taper he promifed, 


‘hilft thofe which other places enjoyed, were 
ue like the Candle which he performed ¢ 
ome wicked Towns have been like «4 gype 
w darknefls , whilft Lesdex was like Gofjex for 


te 
| Capernaum it {elf was not more truly lifted up 
) Heaven in the abundance of means,than Lon- 
had been. For gifts and knowledge , thou 
vert another Church of Corinth, Had the migh= 
' things which have been done in thee, been 
me in other places, who knows how they 
—- ight have proved? To be fure thou haft had 

lneupon line, precept upon precept, ‘herea lic- 
*,and there alittle. In thee.an excellent Sere 


leek, and oft times more than one in a day. 
|e men that inhabited thee any long time, for 
\ei¢ time might have been all of them teachers, 
lough all did not profit accordingly. They 
wuld not but know their mafters will if they 
fed to know it; and therefore if they did ic 
ot) Were worthy of many ftripes. I am loath 
(tay wharcourfe fare the fouls of men had in 
4 (ner places, and what fhort commons, whilft 
tou Wert fed-to che full. Thou hadft Quailes, 
(hilft they had {carcely Mannah, Thy. Mini- 
ts {pake likethe Oracles of God, whilft {ome 
sl theirs could bardly tage fenfe. Pasi and 


oar] 


indle ferve her turn. Were not the means, 


won might have been heard every. day of the 


3 Apollos 
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86) 
‘Apollas, and Cephas were yours , whilft amongfi 


them the blind lead the blind, and no. won ‘2 
der if both fall, into the, ditch. O Londen» a0") 


is impoffible thou thould(t fin. fo cheap. as 
ther places might do, confidering thofe.word! 
of Chrift, Jehs £5.22, "IFT had not [pokento them, 
they had not had fin: but now they have no. cloak, fai 
their ff fit. Had thy {ins been but Motes., - ther 


was that fun-fhine would have made thea 
all to'appear ; but alas, bow, many of theni?” 
were beams ? ‘I know. not rhofe.fins that.werey 


found cle-w rere . that were not ‘to be found! 
ia the mid{t of thee. . Thougl thou, hadft the 
Prophets of God crying to thee early and late 
© do not this abominable thing whichimy fou 
hateth, 

Some body fpake long fince by way.of admis 
tion or aggtavation rather’ what/go.tohell qurg 
London 3° England is prefuumed, ta, have mor 
knowledge i 6 the thi 35 of God..than anyothel 
part of the | watld, and Low don. than, moft Patt, g 
Exglanda, 

“Neith er did thy means, of oface, (©, Lo dan 
more exceed thofe of other. parts; than sal 
other me ries Hadt thow nor: the, bafta 

every thing ?. the bet houtes, the beff ac BA | 
bet commioadities., the beft proyifions, therbef 
Phyficians, Apothecaties,, Chirnrgcons,; Arcits 
and Artificers_in every, kind? the,beft.acconall 
modations of aj] forts. Whilft he poor. Couns: 


ttles were Dut. aft with .any, thing ; the, vert 


cican of all things was brougne (a. .chy. hand 


Had Farmers wont tolive e dike; you, Citizpus) 
they drudged, andcoiled, Jtved mean'y., fared 


hardlie, habited themfel ves. in, poor. and. defpt 
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t (C87) 
Hable apparreh,».contenced,chemfelves, with | any, 
‘B3ing: whilft: you,dwelt at eafe and.in-pomps 
eduhigh, went.gallantly, followed the fafhiensi 
lied wich che Gone it {clt-So were you-proyided 
ok saSvifall.Bugland, yea,as it all.the remote pares 
1 f- theworld,'as far asboth the, Ladies, had been 
Snade for no-other-¢end, than to {euveand fupply 
Phandon sand thejt fheat a like,shat -ofifafephs 
“I cethren, to.bow to yout heafisipWihat did: ei 
tag nenLendon ferve. the Countrey with: box ithg 
yg ounctey ferve iss felfe with, ,bucias I may fays 
: phe:very Jeavings and refuleof. che Cisy 2As the 
ip pleca and, mefenterys; aid, other more! ignoble 
ta arg ifed | with the-courfeft kindof; bloods 
0 ghich nature willinat offer: ro-the yeart andilia 

Jiexsifo was.the Gountsey with, thofe-mean things 
a ivhich, the Gity did, lirele lels chan, difdains..¥-ea 
vf At: HOE Loddon, 4 famonght other s,priviledges; 
nop OAUCE Variety of good company;than other plas 
! «ip @Scaad good Chriffians, INZCMOUS MCh, 1M all 
gq boteltions » infomaucl thatjlome,cquld ro’ more 
“Haine themfelyes-todive.out-of Lyedom, chan Pith 
‘ ancoliveout of she wateteraocgtioue wr 
sp dbele: things.canfidered. 5, Loudon proportion 
nag @dly: £0: its ipriviledges , Should Jhave. been. the 
ie reft,-place -in! the, whole. worlds But, was.it fo; 
le ibis hard, comparing the fins. of. one. place; -with 
ig Maothaeat» ‘but’ fure I.am,the {ins of ' Lowden were 
Wmany, and greats all its priviledges notwithe 
He tanding, ‘Wonder, not then (© London) that 
Wt Sod hath ferthee-on fire, whilft other,places are 
tl vee-{pated:: Wert thou as. good as:other places? 


Wl poffibly fo). but thou fhouldeft have been bet- 
@ithan they,for the means and mercies thou haft 
ty enjoyed far above them, Yea wert thou bet« 
“ ) | G4 ter 
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fer than fome other places? ( that may be'too 
but wert ‘thou fo much better)'as thou ‘wert || 
happier than they ? did thy: goodnels towards} 
God exceed theits'; a's. mtich ashis’ goodnefs toz} 
wards’ thee, exceeded’ his’ goodnefs: towatds 
them ? Who knows aor that ‘to whom miuch is} | 
given , from’thém much is expected? “It they) | 
made four ‘talérits' of: two, ‘was it! not ‘niofel | 
than if thou {did make {even talents of “five i | 
© Lord, thowhaft feverely chaftened this-preat} 
City; caufe all thar are'conterned to knowthere} 
is 4 jutt reafon for whatthou haft done.) That} 
place hafttheti known above all other placesiand} | 
haft nor dealt fo with/any-peopléalmoft,as diou) 
halt dealé with the iihabitants'chercof, therefore} | 
haft thou panifhed chem for thei iniquity, Thou} | 
fpeakeft of tribulation upen the Jew firlt’(as-bes | 
ing thofé ‘that had thegreatelt priviledge’ and} | 
afterwatds pon thé’ Gentiles fo thou haft beg) 
sun) with Lokdenfirtt »: ie! being but equal: thegy 
fhould'firft drink of thé cup of miléty, who have} 
dtunk-deep=ft of the ctip of abated mercy. Should} 
Londoxs punifhments be alwaics fo much preacer'], 


than thofeloftrher places3! as: hermifcimpfoved | | 
priviledges ‘have béen, would: not fhe chac\was| \ 
Hennes laft 2 fie that was the head-begome}) |" 
ihe tail’, fhethar wasthe happieftjbecome'of all} | 
Cities and places,moft miferabley May the Re= | 
pentance of that once grear'City be fuch, Sefach} | 
thy favout and’go6d will towards ittbat it may { 
fitonce more as a Quecn}8& wear thar Crown of } | 
honcut and dignity, which till all earthly things} 
fhall be diffolved, may never fall more from its} 
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' To his Highly Honoured Friends 
'D: GEORGE BATE 


| HIS 


MAJESTIES 


Learned Proto-medicus, 
| And to Dodtor 
|. JOHN MICK LETHVVAITE, 
| To Dogtor | 
EDMOND TRENCH, 
| To Doétor 
THOMAS COXE 
One of his Majefties Phyficians, 
And to, Doctor 


THOMAS WHARTON 


SAMUEL ROLLS 
Dedicateth the infuing Contempla- 
tions, with profeffion of his great 
refpects, and in thankful ac- 
knowledgment of allthe — 

undeferved favours he 
hath received from 
them. 


ee : 
a a ne 


aera tol eminent aren em ee ee neler man men tne tt Ns Ni Som na rng nae ae Se ae BAR Gitta Nn NE aE nla ee a ete 


! 
t 


i 


(93) . 
RBSweket RLS 
Phyficall Contemplations of 


| the Nature, and Natural Caufes eT: 
of FIRE, : : if 


CONTEMPLATION I. 


‘gues the Nature of Fire, and the fe that nary | 
may be made of that Contemplation, hie 


af much increafeth my wonder at the great 


things done by Fire, when I ferioufly con- ee 
fider: what Fire is, I had almoft faid what a 7 
petty thing itis. I could {carce believe it ar the ve 


firft, butam now convinced, paft all doubt, that 
Firc is nothing but a mighty {warm, and torrent 
of fulphurious particles,or motes of brimftone, 
Wiolently agitated or moved, and forcibly breake \ Wie 
ing out from chofe refpe@tive bodies, to which eee 
they did formerly belong. Tai 


That Fire is a meer ftream of {mall particles, ay) soe 
mores, or atomes, methinks the ftrange vanifh- ae tea 
ing of fo much of every thing, as did turn to 2 aU 
Fire, as ic were into aire or {moke, (or we know ee a 
mot what our felves) doth prove fufficiencly. i Phe 

Though there be fome remainder of all ormoft - ji 


things that are burot, (as namely athes, &c.) 
| yet a great pare of cach body fo deftroyed is ae 
| Ot mifling, Bs i] 


} 


asc 


: 94 “9 
miffing, fliesaway imperceptibly, (that is, we @” 
enothine ob wharit was before) and:wecan §" 
roticls (at moft)*'whiacisbecome of it. .Boe 9% 
dies of bulk and weight, and yet not very much | af gt 
waeither,. though chey may afcend for the prefene 9} "" 
dpon che wits of others,’ as bars of Iron blowa ih” 
up wish: Gonipawsebs Yeu down: they cartes 2° a 
gain, and having gor i fof chat mantle, either }7"" 
of fmoke or fitt;-ttr which tHey mounted up, 9} ” 
ceme_under our view again; fo dothe {alt and i 


arthy parts of moft bodies, which we call by 9/27) 
the name of afhess What {mall things are afhes! jh” 
and yet too heavy alwaies to keep alott,& preiled | Creat 
dowmto the Earth with that little weight they ji" 
have, which is nextto.none: (take them finglely | 
and. one by one) Surely then thofe Haming bo- 
dies, which keep their.ftation above, and never | 
‘retuitn Co us again, (as -we-can difcetn) which fly | 
uip to the Element of Fite, (if fuch a notion may | 
be.admicted) and there abide, (as Rivers run ine 


zoith¢. Sea) they muft be exceeding ‘light, and | 


| weightlels, and cdnifequently as exile, and {mall | Dues 
14) “as canbe imagined, For mattet (as Fire doubtlefs gat! mt 
| Js).,cannot, but be ponderous , if there be any. oa fa 
ITE CON} 
be had 
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. Ge (as.ih they, had Eagles wings) as we obferve fire gin 
1 a * } iy sh ‘ ; P hey i. 
cel to.do., > | Hn 
rbas > Sith then it is clearto.us, chat Fire 1s nothing Bilt 
an elle: but.a.mighty, {tream of, atomes (which we fhe cm 
ale hall proye anon to be fulphurious) O my foul, iva 
Be: apply this ere thou proceed any furthere sua tr bul 

. ee this 


9§ Je) Pee 
| thisnotion hath its.tife.: Lfee the. greactG@ad\can 
® terrify \the World, yeasand:deftroy\iccooswith 
| any thing,yea with that which is'‘néxe tonothing, 
| 2 Pet. 3. ge Bat.the Heavensiand the Earth which 
| are now, are kept im floré, veferved. unto’ fre, againfh 
loi) the vday of judgment, verfur0. TF he Elements: (hall 


| melt with fervencheat, the Earthalfo and the'workes 


| that are: therein, hall be-barnt xp. 1 ceafeto won- 

| der at God:his making -Locufts, yea flies, yea 
lice, fo; great.a Plague to Pharaoh, andtothe 
alii Egyptians, that Pharach himfelt began .cotelent; 
shalt whilft, chofec Plagues wete ‘upon him. Thofe 
) Creatures were Giants | (if I may fo {peak ) in 
they Comparifon of thofe motes of brimftone, which 
yp the great God imployed to deftroy our City,and 
wf fall be his onlyExecutioners at laft in the deftru- 
nvay Ction.of the whole World; as I proved but now. 

iQ) Hlow:many parts do belong to each flies or flea 2 

wt (For even allthcir parts: were down: in Gods 

in, Book) head, eyes; cares, legs, intrails, and now 

| each of thefe parts (and for ought Iknow,count 

| Bones, and all,they may be fome {cores of them) 

| are I ptefutme as big or bigger than any one of 

: ay thofe fulphurious) Acomes, or Motes of which 
nsf Fire confifts..' A man would {carce believe till 
‘they he had well:confidered it, that {warmes of Lo- 
ing Cults, Canker- wormes, Cacer-pillars, and Pal- 
vn), r-wormes, icommiffioned by God to intros 
sven duce a Farninesfhou!d be all chat God intends by 
ofa thofe amazing exprefonsswhich heis pleafed to 
“TD ule in Joel, 2.fromverfes,tothe 11. Let all the 
| Tuhabitants.of the Land. trembles for the day of the 
Lord cometh, Ge;/verf. tend \ver fsa: cA great 

| people und a trong: there bath mot been ever the like, 
wor (hall be any more: after it, t0.many Generations, 

A | x verf, 
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them,and bebind them a defolate Wilderne/s; yea, 
asd nothing fhall efcape then. | 


sty 
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(96) 
ver{. 30 The Land is asthe Garden of Eden before 


The appearance of | 
sheus is'as borfes, and as bor{-men, fo they fhalt. rss, | 


Read.to theend of the eleventh verfe-Dreadful Bi" 


expreffions, yet wereall verified in.an Army of 9) 
Locufts, and {uch like defpicable infedts , by 


which.God did {uchexecution .upon them, as 
did demonftrate' thofe expreffions, not to have 
been o frange as true, yea to have been no. hy- 
perbolics. Foel 1.40’ 

Now; chow eafieis ic for us to believe this 
‘might be fo, who have feen the great God wor- 
king wonderfull defolations by: far weaker in- 
{truments; viz. by an army of litle’ motes of 
brimstone , all in an uproare, and joint con- 
{piracy | to take their flight from thofe bodies; 
ins 4nd with which they lately dwele in a pro- 
firable:peace, and Amity. Goliab in propot- 


an 


— 


— 


— 


—— 


a 


thoy may 
WML) 1G 
Cal ne j 
|he halt 
oe Fain 
nvin at 
Opie sas 
t . . 
Iho wrarey | 
ne very i 
dep 
ily Pisa spl 
ND BR 14 
“a 
m Muic 


Ml arove nyt 
naelsy 


tion did-not more exceed David in ftrength and | 


ftarurejand dimenfions every way,than Locutts, 


} 

and {uch like infects do exceed thofe little | Not crop 

Befides thofe eon 
: 


Atomess whereot Fire confilts, 
Inle&s; are living creatures ( whichis a great 
matter) but the {ulphurious particles Lam {pea-} 
kine of ( otherwife called fire): are (as we all} 
know) things wichout life, and yet fo nimble | 
when God {ets them on, as if they had vigo=} 
routs fouls to atuate them ; or rather, as if chey’| 
chemfelves were all (oul,and {pirit, which are in- | 


deed fome of the contemptibleft fhreds,or rather 9" 
filirigs of meer matter. 1 feethen that the great pent 


God can make a-formidable Army of any thing, | 
Ceveniof the duft of the earth » for why not of] 


(hat-as-wellias of: thefe?,) have therefore doney 
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| a7 
be , wondring that {uch things fhould be {poken of 
iM | Locufts, and {uch like infeéts as are in Joel 2,11, 
wt dl The Lord foal utter hrs voice before his Army , for 
Mui, \ bis Canep #8 very great. The words ‘that follow in 
tah} che fame verfe,are a {ufficient Comment, for heis 
ity off rong that execatech his word. Surely they.do their 
8, y) work in his ttrengch,whofe glory it isto make 
itis) weak things contound the mighty , and ‘things 
have) that ate not, bring to’naught things that are. 
ty.) I further: learn from hence,the great danger 
of an enraged multitude, though every one of 
: this | hat number fingly, and by himfelf confidered, 
‘wor. |be very mean and defpicable: yet:all put toge- 
te |ther, may be terrible‘as an Army with Banners, 
xe 0f | Fhe Pfalmift {eems ‘to fpeak of the cumult of the 
‘com | people,sas if it were fo hard to ftill and pacifie,as 
wliey (the very raging of the Sea. Pfal.65.7. Which ftil~ 
. |leth the note of the feas, and the tumnlts of the peo- 
opote | ple. Multitudes of people are compared to great 
tvand | Waters,or Inundations, and they. as well as Fire 
vals, tt fel (chough each fingle perfon is but as one 
jyle| Poot drop )will bear down all before chem. Ic 
hole }18 God-like to ftill the Tumults. of the people ; 
grat |Dut-to raife tempefts and commotions amoneft 
nie them, as Fonas did upon the Sea, is neither the 
yea) (Part of a Chriftian, nor of a wifeman ? Who 
ime WOuld conjure up thofe {pirits which poffibly 
vig H€ fliall never be able to lay again? Oh the 
( jg ttength of weak things united and combi- 
.jped by whole millions together ! oh the great- 
hefs of little things metin {uch infinite {warms ; 
,/What vaft things are the Sands of the Sea-fhore , 
fing fake them together ? What huge mountains do 
yaieecy make p and how dothey give Law to the 
vdongeee ‘tS felf, and fayto itunder God , hitherto 
‘ail H fhalt 
i, 
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, C98) i 
fhalt thou goand no further? Fer.5.23 Fear ye) jy , 
not me, faith the Lord, which have placed the [and Hnots' 
for the bounas of the Sea, that +t cannot pals tt 5 An q aN 
though the waves thereof tofs themfelves » yet Cami) a 
they not. prevaile ; though they roar, yet Gan they ni 
pafsover. Yeas what {maller and rate C Pt piso 
cable thing, than each of thofe by its fe 3 an This fi 
dered? They have more paflion than-pollicy j mua si 
that ftick not to inrage the body of a Nation} is, y 
without a juft and enforcing caufe , though tO} jy [ry 
humour them in every thing (any more cha 0 
children ) 1s not commendable,, ot convenisti cl 
What goodly ‘thips have ftuck faft in thofe heaps}, hos, 
of duft, called fands 2 fo.as they could nevet gety ils 7 
off again, yea been {wallowed up by them ? Sf ico Ci 
Jonas was by. the Whale, or C orab and his cong aay hi 
plices -by: che earth, when it opened its mouth}, De 
upomthem? fothac no difereet pilot vertaressl i 
tocome neer them or offersto fay what buttfis cjg 
can fo {trong and ftacely a vellel , receive from py | 
thofe fands. which are bura heap ot duft, though 
fands.of which run thorough a liccle pin-boldfj..,4, 
in an hour-glafs in the {pace of one hour 2 If at}, onc 
Ocean of Atomes did (as we know to out colt} Nowa 
bring greater and (peedier ruine, On ou a ee 
mous City than an hoaft of men could havifa. 
done (for that they much exceeded any atmy Mf,» 
number; though their power fingly were nex 
tonothing.) If fo,Ifay,it appeareth, that val " 
and innumerable multitudes (at leaftwife Of. 
people)though of the weaker and mote defpicali,, 
iiefort > ought notco be had in contempr, 0) 
to be needlefly put into.a combuftion, Alas, wet fic). 
:+ not that-God had pur a divine ftamp upo} i 
Magiftrates (ashe hath been pleated co s bat 6 


7 | (99) 

"I them Gods ) furely they could no motetule the 
Ho lpeople,whenin the calmeft cemper that ever they 
lace in (fome being alwaies too. rough ) then 
Y il chey-could rule the'Sea. | What wifdom can ir 
ipthenbe to pus fo uaruly, a body into a ground- 
ded ‘lefs commotion? If this Sea once Become trous 
ti bled work,and rage,and foam, and fwell; how 
uli nquch “is it tobe feared it may overflow-all its 
wobanks', and invade us with a ruining inunda-~ 
igh ‘tion ?-dcowas not: cowatdize , bur prudence in 


it Herod; to decline, putting of Fohs to death, for 
iil fear ef the people, becaufle they. accounted. him 
‘Mila Prophet; -Aeteh.1 4.15, Likewife in the. chief 
Ci Priefts and Elders, of the people, not to reply 
M @unco Chrift , chat the Baprifm of Johs was of 
‘Con men; becaule of the people, who all held -him 
mijas.a Prophec, 44atch.21.26. Fox my own part, 
UT dread, che Infurreétion of people,no lefs than 
t lithe confequences of Fire it {elf 3 the beginnings 
llwhereot have appeared very contemptible ,fo 
lol ehac ic hack been faid,(as is reported that fuch a 
id Gre as that was at che firft,might be piffed outsbue 
dite conclufion -faral; beyond ‘ait :imagination: 
tall, Now do I long co-be ar the-end of this Medi 
out Mi Eation,but .having promifled to fhew what. the 
i imactcer of chofe,: particles is; whereof Fire cons 
myMiilts » and confidering with nay felf that fome 
¢ good morall may be, gathered and. infer’d from 
utWithence , as I haye already hinted , -that fulphu- 
il Prius or. oily particles are thofe whereof Fire 
@dork altogether. or moltly confit: fo I thall 
ot, /®now undertake to prove that fo it is;and cons 
slider how we may improve it...; It is manifeft 
pitoac all mixc bodies here below are compoun- 
0 @ded ot five Elements, or principles, viz.Spiric, 
- : H 2 (other- 
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otherwile called Aercary)Watets forPhiceme) ( 


(100 : 
i 
Sulphur,’ (or an Oily kind of fubftance ) Sale) prec 
and Earth. For each natural’ body; -be it of ve- Hui 
gitables;Animals,or Minerals,ts by chymical artes) tr 
reduced or refolved into-thefe fives From atty yd 
{uch bodice may be drawna {pirit, of SeneroUsH isi 
{ubtile liquor; an Oile, a Water) a Salt; atid a gt 
kind of Earth s faving that the-two laft are raW ivi fic 


ther {aid-to ftay behind, than’ to be drawa.§i) «ij 


Now if each body that: is burning, be as it Isso 1 be; 
both its own fire and itsown’ fuell; both thatch. (ic 
which burns and that’ which is burnt, then one! i dahy 
or more of the fore-mentioned’ principles folly, ;.\ 
modified,muft be the matter and form of ited hy. 
As for the Watery and Phlegmatick part off}; 
each body, no’man will fo-contound two EB itive 
dJements fo.comtrary each to other, as to CAM ot 
that isthe Fire which confumes, Then as for.) 
hat: Salt and’ Earth’ which belongs to bodies,§. 
they) are ior the Fire that barns them up, for, 
slate which burns fo far forth confumes andj, 
Alicsaway,but Salt and Earch they remain aftergh, 
rhe sreatelt burnings, under the form of Afhes.if, 
True ics, that fpirit or (piricous Liquor whichi, 
is ir Bodies; is capable of taking Fite; as we fee rf 
{yiritof Wine will burn, and Feavers arife in theg, +, 
bodiesof men‘by vertue of their (pirits being, 
inflamed ;! but then we miuft confider, thaqj,” 
there: is bur Jittle of that which is called Spi¢ ihn 
rit,or Spititsjin Timber, and: {uch like materialg}., 
bf houfes ,:as-are deftroyed by Fires neither ig. 
the Fiteof'any great duration which bath only) 1 
‘Spirits for its fuell s. as we fee in the bodies ol) ie 
men} {that°thofe Feavcrs which only fire thei 


® ° , it, Sy 
Spirits; never laft atove three or four daies,anc™, b 


Th the 


n'y 
manym °"" 


te) : Cror ) 3 
) G4 Many times not above one day’: and: ate theres 
ofa OFC called Ephemeral. si 
ala Having cherefore: quitced Water, Salt, and 
nay earth from being the caules of Fires" and’ alfo 
roy OVER. that the Spirits of fuch kind of bodies 
snfy) Watch have but lictle of Spirits: in them ycannee 
reg CONUEIDUIC much: to ‘the. maintenance of adefdr 
id lating Fire; Sulphur, or the oyly ‘pare of ¢ath 
ih ody ‘will appear: to be the great Incendiary, 
er ind to. be more: the matters fuellyand fomen- 
col of Fire than any thing elfes: And thaettots 
i “oe doth yet furcher:appeary inthat: fuch ob6- 
te lies ofall others:,!are mofti ape. co take Fire), 
i ited to burn fiercely. when they have'fo done, ta 

p | Which there is_moft: of:a fulphutious or‘oily 
Myf Ubftance's as; Ole it felé:s Pitch’, Tarte} sce 
n : Vloreover, wei feérbat, whemanybody is tho- 
vine( OU hly burnt, the: fuilphurious: parts are-all or 
0 ‘I nol of. them gone (asf confcionsiof what they 
Y ‘Ml ad done; they had fled for it:):aid which is 
till not of all demonftrative » When thofe parts 
attt) re ofce gone’, all or moft of:them ; what ré= 
ils) pains will burn nolonger ; as you fee, we can» 
whic jot makea fire with Afhes, for chat they confit 
realy of Salt and Earth, with little or no commix- 
being) 


ure of Sulphur. 
Sith then Sulphur or Brimftone (though in 
Si M accepration fomewhat different from that 


retal 


reat-matrer of: Fire’,\ and the Agitation, Com- 


only 


ind Vite.T fhall the lefs wonder hereafter to finde the 
fe 


'eripture ftill joyning: Brimftone and Fire toged 
¢ Oh her. So Gen. 19324. The Lord rained upon Sodom 
Sill rimalfane and Fire, Pfal.1%. 6.On the wicked he (balk 
ee El 13k rain 


{ 
} 


vhich: in commonly'called by that‘name) is the - 


iit notion and Flight of it , is the very Formiof | 
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102 iia al 
vain Fire and I DAN ae I fas 39.336 The Pileg” an 
‘wheréof 1s Fire & much Wood.The breath of the: Lorde nent 
Like aftream of Brimftone kindleth sr,v1z.T ophet-Fite , ii 
gnoft ufually: Kindlech Fires A ftream of Brim’ 
ftone'in violence: motion is Fite, and here you bing 
sfee the breath of the Lord, i faidy ke a mighty’, 
Sream. of Brimffonesto kindle T ophet 5 which kinde it ait 
ofexpreflion is more genuine and -philofopht- aie 
_ Selthan, thoft-men kitow itito be, and may | 
hing, into-u8'5:that thorougl: our ignorance ithe 
cornes to pals that many expreffions in Scrip-pit’™ 
tute {ein -t6.us ino more-proper and fignificany 
than they do j,i fating with. usa the:readinigy")°™ 
of boly Writs: as tinh thofée>that ‘igaoranrly : Taf 
walk or.ride over “precions’ Mines’; little dey" 
they chink ‘whar a world'of Treafure they treac low 
upon; nor if they did , céuld! they be content Bes 
til] they had:gotten within che bowels of that boul % 
ground which now they flightly trample: wporg) mt | 
But I have beéu too ldng inthis Phitofophical]™ 
contemplation: Mbccaufeiviwasfuch ) and mnefigmenec 
eadeavour totompenfate my. prolixicy in chil iy | 
with erearet Brevicy incherett), ‘at leaftwife-oy™ and 
thar forr;if any fuch fhall oceuty 230 6 2.20 sof Vein 
ALN mitosis duw. 0) 16a DAS UES 16 vice tathand 

ig saa oy marayaT abt¥T + “Til Nba 
ci CONTEMPLATION IO | sh 
T' ouching the Natire of Sulphur \ abichis the prom in wich 
cipal matterand canfe of: Eireyi and how tt come the Apa 
jntobe fo neifchievous itn the World, 3 Ale ye 
Sr, yi LL DSW heh 
}.Eing credibly teforthed that: the Element ain, 

b> called Sulphur, hath had. the preateft handed den, 
‘wader Godin the: late difiial Fire fas it a lit of 
adi 


ft (403) 
wtimoad in-all other ,) whereby Towns and Cities 
‘laff bave been laid wafte) it is but fit we fhould take 
Mihi Hinwurider ferious examination,and: {tri@ly en 
high quire what he is,8c by what waiesand means he 
ieyyg brings (uch great defolations to pafs. — Sulphur, 
ivy Chat-is, Brimftone fo called by Chymifts,becaufe 
kind it hath fome ‘affinity wich that which we com- 
{gti monly call Brimftone, chough ict snot the very 
dtugfarne (for our common Brimftone is a com- 
ineig pounded body , fo is not that we treat of ) is 
Sain one of thofe Elements or principles with which 
icq all certeftrial bodies are made up, and whereof 
ndimthey confitt, 
rim 4c bath ‘pleafed the God of nature,who is called 
tea Natera naterass y that amongft all things here 
itugbelow , even thofe which go by:the name of 
aitieelemencs, as Air,and Water,and Earth , there 
/ yi fhuld be no one pure and unmixed; and which 
awis More {trange, that the principles of which 
yhigeach body is compounded, fhould be of diffe- 
| n@ rent aid contraty natures, v=. hot 82 cold,moift 
qtpand'dry, heavy and light, agive and unadtive, 
iu weak-and ftrong, Yea, that conttariety which 
his betwixe thofe Elements of Fire and Water, 
‘Eatchand Air, which are the Ingredients of each 
—§Sublunary, makes ‘for the good ‘of each, and 
Mor the’ benefic of the ‘whole, fo long as they 
Pquietly draw together in thac "yoak of mixture 
yy itt ‘Whiicl God hath placed them, So that as 
vom the Apoftle {peaks in another cafe; 1 Cor.12. 22, 
) The eye cannot fay to the hand, I have no need of thee; 
Wor the head to the feet, I have nonecd of you. Fire 
qe cannotfay to Warer, or Water to Fire, or either 
: ai Of them to Earth, | have no need.of you. Though 
yl fome of them do curb and limit the Adivity 
i H 4 of 
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(104) } 
of others; yea, the more ignoble put fome te- 
ftraint upon rhofe that are mor¢é noble than 
themfelves; yet in all chis they do but.whag| 
is neceflary for the well-being, if nor alfo for the} 
verybeing of the compofituns, Mercury and Sulphur} 
would be too volatile and apt co vanifh,if Earchy 
and water did not hold them in: W ater, and 
Earth would be too dull and fluggifh, if Sulphur: 
and Mercury did not puclifeintothem. Ele 
ments are {aid to abide in mixtion fefraétly, 
that is, brokenly , not one of them being able fo 
fully co execute its own pleafure, and inclina- 
tion,as it mighr, if ic wereall alone; and it is 
beft it fhould be fo» for’ if. one! of them get .an) 
abfolute unlimited power, and make.vaffals of 
all the refts:prefently all goes to wrack., Soin 
acute Feavets , when either. the ({pirjts are,too 
high, or the fulphurious:part of the, blood; and 
(o in chronical Feavers or Agues, when, fale is 
become too ptedominant in the blood,and hath’ 
fowred it (like Alein Summer.). you fee what 


work itmakes, how it threatens.no lefs.than} 


death and difloliution.: Yet giveeme leave-to lays: 


though no one Element have unlimiked power! 
where theré)is<a due; mixtion, lyet neither ‘ts! 
Anatcliy or Ataxy to be found in-mixt. -bodiesy| 
nonotin vegetables, whicli have the lowelt der: 


arec of lifesnor yet in minerals,which have none. 


For fome one Element is {till predominant-over! 
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all the reft:bcnce amongft-mén,fome are counted Biiive ¢ 


fahguine,others phlegmatick,&c. there. being no’ 


wliere found in bodies-that which is. called, Zeme | 
peramentum ad pondss, thacis, juft fo much-hte! 
as water, and air as earth, weight for weight, | 
(as if Nature were a Leyeller ) bur tempsrae @ yi 
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(105) 
mentum ad juftitiam 5 as in aMedicine,in which 


‘Iti are feruples of gentle purgers,to a few grains 


of chofe that are ftronger.,,and in each a bafis 


| which. is fupreme over all. things in the medi- 
cine ; yet not put without its correctives, ,. left 


it fhould work too violently, You will fee.anon 


} whether-all this tends, Ifaid before, that {ul- 
| phur is one Element or Ingredient of all terree 
| {trial bodies, and now I fhall add,that itis one 


i) of the moft active, noble, and ufeful amongft 


ithemall.... If that whichis called the Spiric or 


i} mercutial.-pattydo excell the fulphury as itis. {aid: 
ito. do, yet-doth fulphuras much, excel the o- 


ther. three. Principles, oe, Salty Water ,.and 
arth; fo long.as it remains-in a. convenient 


i) mixture and dwels peaceably with all the, reft. 
It were eafic to.cxpatiate in the commendation 


}of, Sulphur, fo, placed ; and qualified. as ‘God 


i) hath originally. placed.and; qualified. it in, and 


} with other, Elements, Sulphur(lay Chymifts,and 


i truly )is-as it were the warm bofom in which the 


| {pirituous. parts of all bodies do lodge,,the bond. 
(of union; or,copule beewixt, {pirigs , and more 
ower grofs. fubftances. (.as-Cartilages or, griftles are 


s betwixtihard,bones.and «noretender parts...) It 


is that to, which-moft bodies do. chiefly.owe their 


vacceptable. colour, tafte, fent..:and amiable tex- 


tute. ~ From. thence: molt vegetables do:derive 


| their: maturity, , {weetnefs,and moft other..per- 


nde feGtive. qualitics, - It doth {uch fervice in bodies 


ity the acrimony:.of the: fpixits, by_its fupple oily, 


vas nothing doth more: namely ; it curbs the 


fharpnefs.of that fale which,is in them, icblunts 


i Quality, ic cements and fodres other elements, 
we Which otherwife would never. hold. together 


~ being 
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being fortiewhat glutirious, it contributes to the i ' 
conliftentéof bodies; which would’ be othet-| sith 8 
wile over Alaid atid-volutile ; in a'word, it hath jm 
afaculty of tefifting putreta ction more than any § Nott 
chided, id fo much that by means thereof im! 
Alé thay be kept‘froiti fowring ia thé midft: of cou 
Summer) aiid Juicesof Plants from corfuptings§ lll! 
All this‘adid much mote may be truly affirmed § mi) 
Of Sulphur’ whilft it-keepes its proper place and gare 
{HAG AGS Hees OL 2 9 Lids 1008 i xoucu 

But'whea thistioble and téfal Element once g ina 
beédriied iMnpatient’ofthe Yoak of thixtion with § jit 
other Eléments, ‘atid will no longer indure that Biskilo 
water hodld allayin? Sale thould' fixie, Earth | atta 
‘fiiduld clog and retard'it, nor yet thac the fpicics § ins a 
rhioustr riore excellent than ics {elf fhould gg neds 
verti its then doth’ it’ play the rmaddett pranks Mlulitn 
itmaginables i¢ breaks: away from hole orher§ iy ici 
Eleméars chat were jotted wich idlike'an unraly 9 fete 
fervant from ‘his! Matter, chat fings’open chell mia, 
doors, that: wid? willimay come out Gr go 10, Fk to 
ledvés all ex poled to’rapitie and {poile, ‘and noc hhblen 
content Wich “that, multers cogether’ all thé'de= nis) 
Batiched 'yéuth, ( fuch as*himlelf ‘that’ he catt ffintiy, 
come tice, dtawes them away from their relpe= Mary 
ive’ Makers; andengageth thei inthe fame! W thfe 
Rebellion with ‘himfelf, and by this meanes it Hin the 
or only tuinesall that fociety, wheteof ic wast yoy 
before'a profirable tember, and: thofe ‘which iti} 5 
hathdtawn’ iaté-“the fame confpiracy , but jy 
its(elf aif.’ For it cat no more fubfift without il iiy,¢ 
thofe Eleménes which’ it hath caftoff; than they § ni, ( 
can fubfit without it, and fo ic quickly vanifheth§ \),: 
ahdesines ro nothing. Yay not only the Ele+§},,,, 
rhéats which are left behinde do mouldet and §j ji.) 
aide crumble 
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| (169) 
0 tet) cbumble: to dint and affiess: but’ by that meanes 
Ot ies felé is quickly almoft annihilated,which is far 
‘hit worfes ib bas: 5 sie elgl 
‘oi ) 5- Now #htethinks there fhould.be {ome morality” 


ietitft if not Divinlicyalfo, to be Jearried from thisdit - 


dt df courle-of fulphur, which: if 1 had, defpaired of, 
itiid), Ie svotild: nevet have dived fo far-into, is How 
itil) pacurally: then: do the following confiderations 
ait) offer chemfelves from what hath been difcoucked)- 
as touching fulphur, vx, Inthe firft place,how 
oid!) nfeful manymen of fulphirious tempers that-is 
wit) a@tives fubtheand vigorous; -mightb¢; could they 


eihith lac skillobit co be contented and ‘peatéable?-but 
Litt! ort thé other hand, how datigerous all ftich per 
(biti! fons iareyrévenvabove:othérsy when oncetranf- 
60) ported with pride or paffion, affeCtation-of ‘uae 
tt | dud libertys! or unlinitred dominion? “Ther.dod 


ot) they vetify tharlaying; Conrsprro optims eff peffimdg 
ntl! “Dhe beft things when depraved’ become: the 

tit) worft of.ath An: Apoftate Arch-angel as moft: 
a0 ti)!’ likely co make'a Belzebub or Prince of Devils; 
act) Wo Eleménrimbre perfective of bodies; chan ful- 
ede} phur duly bounded; but otherwife: none fo des 
ca Motives bik 702 unoled bit 1 303 250 
Moreover, how gredt aneembleme 1s fulphur 

| of ithofe: mefand: of: their imifery;-wha: have 

it) not the wifddmicotaknowwhen they are well? 

| whowant for nothing: amd vyet‘cahnot be doh- 

i) cebts Such men whilt thepgrafpacmoresufu- 
ally Jofe What they hady:ltke oif firfh patents, 

| whoraffecting ro be as God): knowing good and 

i) evil; (when they knew enough alieady :becaine 

| Tikethe bruitestiat perifhyorasiLicifer;: Gf chat: 
be mean: of rhe Devil):..who ifaying he: would, 

lf atcead, andbe like the molt highs same noe 

iy ntllas 
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wullus, as he {aid} ane Cefar aut nullas, was ‘caft @... ( 


down to’hell. NOG pak 
Sulphur is in point of power and dignity the 


fécond Element ta'each body, yer oft'times that) 


farisfeth ic nor; but it would have they Throne, 


which belongechto che things called{pirics, and 9" 4, 


chen Learns -likey by Loaring fo high, it meltsits:| 


waxen ‘witigs,’andfalls' down intoralmoft no- St 


thin 


VOID 1D oO Bie lsh 
Diurchit Bblervechaw fulphinyavbilltiocleslyee 


ftroyes' other ‘things, ‘deftroyes its telf; fo many: 9}, \ : 
men's owhillt Sampfon-like they go-about to des 7 .1< 
{troy the Philift ines, (as they count them) pluck | ver 
thevhoufe Cas hemdid:): upon.their “own heads. fF. 
Such’ as are ever biting and devouring others, 9, 
arelike' by othets to be: bitten andi devoured, ]) 
(Galisit5-)' The fad'experience we havehadin | 


that kind, may faveme the labour of reflecting | 
yet! further; fromthe nacure of Sulphur, upon | 


the danger: of -anifreftine War;Awhemone part 9) 5. 


of ithe fame body fights with anothet; or wiehall 9." 
che reft.' Sulphur is a part of thofe-bodies which | ” A 
it preyestupon; and:whar doth ic gerby ic alicrae Ye)” 
ines the fabrick ic did belong to, and itsfelf.to | 
booty! yea fome parts:of the: body; after it hath | 


done its'wortt, do ftillremain, :whem: its felf is: | 


utterly exting, andino more tobe ftény 


‘Moreover Lobferve thar {ulphur goes about to | 
defteoy:chatiordery whith God hath placed inthe | 
Worlds viz.) Than Elernents:of adifferent. na- 
ture, fhould cohabit and dwell together in peace | 
andiconcord; (whiclrmay be done) for fot fa« | 
reth: in moftothings:cin! the; “World. Sulphur.| 


would make a {chifmeand a. rent; as not-indu- 


ring to Haveits exceffes corrected, (as itis ees | 
| they | 


ted than 
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so | they {ould be). theretore it fancieth to dwel‘a- 
jlone; {ues out adivorce , ‘and ‘puts afunder the 
iy hep things which°God. had joyned together 5” and 
‘what comes thereof? Doth it not perith inthe 
doing of it: ? Tam deceived if men of fo proud 
satemper, that they can ‘breok no allay oftheir 
-excefles (which are things .incident’'to moft 
| men, both in°cpinion and practice) by a come 
| mixture of {uch Elements, ‘as they might fafely 
irda) COhabit: with , (yea and be happy , though not 
perfely humoured in a conjun@ion with 
them ) donot’ at length gainas little byit,: as 
enraged Sulphur doth when it flies from the reft 
tae |OF thofe Elements, to which it was formerly 
ial | united , and focn after dies , like a woman that 
vi | Will needs live from her husband, and fo ftarves 
wiiq fOr Want of Alimony. Men of that principle 
a:,,/and practice, go about to diflolve the world, ‘at 
leaftwife cake that-courfe that would do it, if 
‘atl followed in all things, For when the great God 
al | fhall affign to each Element its proper and di- 
shh Rin& place, byic felf, (in cafe he annihilate 
them not) which no inftrument is more fit to 
‘ig (ete than Fire, ) then will the whole world be 
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‘ | Concerning the true canfe of Combuftibiliey , or what 
a | it is that doth make Bodies obnoxions to Fires to- 


‘ fe gether with the improvement of that confideration, 
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| Aero) , 
is without. .Itis'a Ate crvu¢ faying,thar Fire’ is 
potentially in almoft. all bodies; but adually 
in very few ; the meaning is, there:isithat in mofi 
boedies:which can eafily become fire 5:yea which} 


is actually fire,quoad altune primum, and differ 
nomore from true: fire, thanthe fame mary 
when heiis quict, differs from himfelf when he 


18 in a tage or paffion which he may be eafily 
pur into. Were it nor for ‘char’ fire: that. a 
within sits felf;nothing could be burnc:: for fire 


‘dogh all. its: execution upon other) things , « by 
-paeans of that confederacy and conf{piracy which} 


is hath wich thaofe fulphurious particles which 
ie findes in thofe bodies which ate; inkindled by 
it’; opening as it were the. prifon-doors for 
them; knocking off their fetrers, refcuing them 
from their. keepers, I mean thofe contrary Eles 
mens wheteby they were reftrained before, 


audikepe afundery and: then giving them op- 


potupiy to unitetogeiher, and with joyar 
forée; violently to break away. and to deftroy 
thofe bodies which: before they did help to pre= 
ferweoinn 2 qrarrtietiia? o elise), : ! 

| low gteat:caiile have we ‘then to wonder 
that almoft the whole creation is not ina flame, 
fila moft creatures carry fire as ir were in their 
bofonis continually, at leaftwife are as cinder, 
which a ‘few {parksfallinig: upoti, ate able to! 
turn into fire ? It isno marvel to {ee thofe things) 


- deftrayed. which. \doalwaies. bear about chem 


rhe iolituments and .prigciples.of theic own de= 
fikudiean, as one, thaf.did alwales: go up and) 
down with his pockets full of loofe Gun-powe! 
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wl OWN nature. 


kindle upon,.and propagate its felf by., may ic 
ibe faid that.all or moft things of the World 
lare Fire, as to fome. part of them,that.is, as tuell 
for fire to Work. upon, and, to.conyert into its 


May not this notion of creatures, being confu- 


med by their own internal Hes plc us. inmind 


how that mans deftruction a 


fo is of himfelf, 


and that our greateft enemies as Chrift faith, are 
§ thofe of our own houfe. The fire of temptati- 
i on frem without us could do us no great hurt, 


\were it not forthe fire of fin within us confent- 


ing and con{piring therewith, For every manis 
chen only tempted, that is overcome by tempta- 
tion, when he is inticed and drawn away of his 


}own lufts. It is faid of Chrift thas the. Deal 
| came and found nothing in him. Thereupon it was 
i thac the fiery darts which he threw at Chrift, 
) were prefently quenched and took no effeét,nei- 
ither could they upon us, if chere were nothing 


§ in us to comply with chem. Woe unto us that 


we are traytorsto our{elves, and do naturally 
combine with our greatef{t enemies to accom- 


» plifh our own ruine. 


_ But as thofe bodies are leaft incident to fire, 
in which there ismoft of water, falt, or carth, to 


| rebate the petulancy of fulphur, fo are thofe 
foules left obnoxious to the injuries of temprati- 


iq OF that have.che moft grace ; which in {criptureis 


® alwaycs cleay¢ to us, as. fo much fulphur ready 


compared fometimes to water, and other times 
/fofalt, let your words befeafoned with fale, thac 
Is,;with grace. 


Seeing then in this life more or lefs of fin will 


to 
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cofet uson fire, labour we to weaken the power 


of it, by the predominancy of grace, fo fhall thdj 
remainder of our very fins in fome fenfe, thot 
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bute'to Our good(as fulphur co the good of thofelgy 
bodies it is mixed with): as tending to keep usi§ mit! 
from pride, fecurity, {elf-confidence; truft in ours! 
own righteoufnefs, and {uch like evils, to weaken P le 
in us the falc fharp humour of cenfuring others Mi" 
comike our {pirits more ferious and confiftent} j 
by the thame and grief which they occafion in} 
us: {6 hall we improvethem as Vipers in treacle, | | 
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which fo mixed, make it the better antidote,and | 


iV 


eater i 


He uh 


that which was as down-tight ‘fire in’ the ¢omi- | 


mea i 


miffidn of ‘it, fhall become as profitable fulphur | 
in our refletion upon it, and accommodating of Bei t0 
it to che forementioned ufes and purpofes. . 


“CONTEMPLATION IV. 
Of Fire kindled by Fire. 


~@ all’ know, is by fire, one fire begets ano~ Phy y 
ther. That which is actually fire,makes aGtual phn 
fire of that which before was but potentially, oF Beis 
rather habitually fuch. The reafon is plainly i me 
chis, things of the fame kinde do naturally refort Me y 
one td another, and confort each with other, as My 
we {ay proverbially, thac Birds of a feather flock | Bi: 
together, and fire bath a name above all other Bj 
things for congtegating, or calling together Bh, 
things that are homogeneous, or of thefamena- fi, /, 
rare, ad al(o for fegregating or feparating things @y).. 
that are hecerogeneous or of a different kinde j,i, 

9 


(in 


wFe moft ufual way of kindling fire, as we | ee 


a 
\ 


11 
Powel} in fo much that that was made the very defini» 
tid] ‘tion of fire by chem ‘that knew nobetter) Now 
Conte! “aétual Fire, when it bath once feparated the ful« 
Ithoell Sohuriouis ‘particles of other bodies, {tom thofe 
psi Venore quiet Elements, which did reftrain them, 
i out Povhilft mixed therwith;and when it hath broughe 
feket) thofe wilde Atomes together, which before wete 
ott | Conveniently difperfed and dif-joyned each from 
ite | ocher, the produ is this? thateach of thefe bes 
lonit | ing habiwually fire, (as Aints are, out of which 
tick, | fire‘may be ftruck) what with the itritation they 
cand |receive from a€tual fire, and what with thac 
‘com | greater ftrength they have acquired; by being 
lphut | united in {uch great multitudes, prefently they 

ingot |begin to kindle and fhow themfelves in a@ual 

- |fire,; and as it were,to brandifh their glittering 
fwords, which before they kept as it werein 

fcabbards, as by way of triumph, tharthey had 

now caft ofthe yoak of mixtion,with difcenting 
and reftraining Elements,and pofleft themfelves 

jof that liberey which they were alwaycs defi- 

tous of, but could not fooner attain. 

/ Here me thinks, I fee a lively embleme of un= 

sane | Bodly youth, fome are actually fo, ochers are 

aul |fo but habitually, as being under reftraint: from 

y, of |Parents, Mafters, and other Governors, who do 

ily jall that in them lies to keep thofe fiery mettal- 

lot |fOme. youths from confortindg each with other, 

«t,5 Heft by thac meanes they fhould inflame each 

‘fk |Otaer = (as beames of the Sun concentered in a 
ott | rage glafs, are able to kindle fire, which {cat- 
ufict {feted and difperfed they could never do.) Now 
ea }When fome or more of thele young men or 
ings pavaides, aCtually wicked and debaucht,as having 
bilteady caft off the yoak : all SOve Ries 
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-and run away from thofe that did and fhould res 
ftrain them; either openly or fecretly, lights intaj 
“the company of thofe chat are habitually fuch 
as themfelves, and have great propenfions to th¢ 
fame things: firft he tempts and inticeth bend u 
away from under the jurifdi@tion and fociety of T Hs 
thofe that have hitherto reftrained them (as toy” 


their lufts,) then he joynes them to as great ag”: 
number as he can, of {uch young ranters asp" 
themfelves, who mutually encourage one ano-gi2”) 

ther in an evil way, and ftrengchen the handj}” 

each of other, to do that in heards and croopsgi! 

te) et? —-whiththey would dread to do (ingly and one bypi 
Ve. 22 aie, aid when itis come to that, then doth theft 
ti <2 = aamickediiels which heretofore they (mothered,iit) ©! 
Mee ‘= Garne uit; they are prefently all on a light fireg# 1) 


<t 


en on 


Saidibcontinue (if God extinguifh it not ) elias 
per “having utterly confumed themfelves by fin, the yy icin 
A come to juft nothing, ot: what is worle than nos} li 

ee thing; as that which we-call Fire ,domineets: ap Mitts: 
1 while, and carries all betore'ity:but by and by if i thoe 
| vanifheth, and we know no more of it (favepmminn 
that ic oft-times leaves an ugly ftink behind it. uled? 
To give this fair warning toyoung men and Pate 
women,ready to be debauched by the next ap [ty 
company, is all the ufe1 fhall make of chat mofijiiic 
known way of kindling fire, which is by ficeftand 0 
its felf, where the allegory you fee holds in eptiai 
very thing, and improves a truth to our hands}éiitoi 
which might feem not worth our taking noriegtenn 
of, becaufe every toole knowesite To which Baking: 
fhall add bute thus much, though fooles can api Now i 
prehend it, yet can they not apply it, at leafte}pes of 
&s wife to their own good, and he that can do fej tu 
$,\ is no fool. Rule 
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tothe Of Fire kindled by Putrefattion, 

La em 

cero T Hey fay chat fire is fometimes kindled by 
(aut means of Putrefaction, & it feems evident 
gai from experiments, both without and within our 
nets 4 Lelves,that{o it is. What are Feavers,but as it were 


ita {0 many fires kindled in the bodies of men? 
¢ han EElfe how do they make the blood to boile in 
ttoog OU Veines, and fo exceedingly rarifie, it thar 
ondp the veflels are painfully diftended by it, and 
oth are fcarce able to contain ic? or how come 
thetel they to make fuch a heap of afhes in the body, 
a as appeareth co. be made by that deep fediment 
thac is inthe urine when the difeafe begins to 
o,tp decline, or (as it is vulgarly called) to break a- 
ane Way? ‘Thete hints may fufficiently prove that 
neti eeavers ate Internal fires ; and whence are moaft 
idbyig OF thole fires (at leaftwile that ate of any long 
-((aq Continuance ) but from Putrefaétion, and thence 
iit Called Putrid Feavers 2 Now as for Corruption 
cna ot Putrefaétion, it is chus defined, viz. that it is 
iat the feparation of thofe parts and principles 
mde which were before mutually combined ( the 
by i band of their union-being diflolyed ) or tha ie 
kina 1s the diffolution of, or refolution of a compoun- 
tani Ged body,into all or moft of thofe principles or 
snot elements of which it Was compounded, fome 
shill taking their flight one way, and fome another. 
cn Now this feparation or divorce of the princie 
a Pies of bodies one from another; contriburerh 


) 


a 


1 dO 


)caule when the falphurous particles get loofe 
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(116) 
from the reft, then dothey combine together § 
and break away with great heac and violence 


wry 
«a 
a, 


from thofe lefs aétive Llements,to which they#™”, 
were joyned betote, and thence comes Fire.gj)" 
Thus in putrid Feavers, the duc mixture andi” 
compofition of the blood is very much deftroy-V" 
ed, the thicker and thinner patts affeQing as ici) 
were to be each by-themfelves (like the wheyjif”, 
and-curds in milk, that is fowred or turned )gj*” 
which were before perfectly united. “Then the} yore 
fulphurious or oily part of the blood,thus fer acme) 
liberty, flies thorough the body with great vio gs" ¢ 
lenceand fets all into a combuftion. And this Hii" 
is the great inftance, as from’ within our felves, gat" 
of Fire arifing from Putrefaétion, As for an F 
experiment from without, one may faflice, vz. i 
that of Dung, which lying together in heaps, att 
and fo putrifying more and more, doth fome= jedi 
times. wax fo hot, that ic fers fre on the ftraw Mio 
thatiis mingled with ic s which is long of its Mm! 
{ulphurious parts by putrefaction, fet at liberty, fim 
and flying away in great troops, and with much | vfal 
violence. : v 
And is there nothing to be made of all | 
befides matrer of Speculation 7 You know what jit! 
corruption and purrefa&tion: doth fignifie in a) nich f 
moral {enfe ; and {ure I am that kind | of cor= fiimete 
ruption is thecaufe of all the mifchievous fires Ppt li 
thatarein the world. Did God drown. the old hn 
world, becaufeall'flefh had cortupted its felf 2 N 
and did he not burn Sodom and Gomorrah for Hptiro 
the fame caufe? So likewife Ferufalem, Jer, 9 Miind: 
v.13. fhe Scripture calls finful communica- jit 
tion cares, that is, rotten or putrified, Eph. 4. Ht lm 
29. and faith of ic, that ic doth Pteiges, chat is, Mie th 
corcupe fil 
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lolenge} corrupt or putrifie good manners, Many fires 
h they} are kindled. by fuch communication, viz. fires 
‘fit, lof lofts and fires of anger, and of revenge, be= 
it mdffides thofe fires of judgment and vengeance 
ltays | which God fends upon the world for the fame. 
Pasir} James 3.6. The tongue isa fire, a world of int- 
whey | q@ussty, and fertech on fire the courfe of nature, and xs 
wied)| fet ow fire of Hell, 
lea tte}; Moreover, if wetakethe word. pitrefa&ion 
leat} ftriétly for a feceffion or feparation of princi- 
atviog| ples or elements formerly united,in that accep- 
ndthis} ton it is capable of a good moral, and may 
(ely |fferveto teach us how great the danger of per- 
ior an |fe& feparation and difunion is,seven amongtt 
(eyo, |thofe whofe principles do fo far forth difagree 
heap, {that they cannot be together, but refrattly, as 
ome | fire and water in mixtion: Yet thefe in natu- 
fay |tal bodies, as contrary as they feem , do much 
of ig }Detter in a convenient mixture and compofition; 
ity, {than they ever can fingly and apart: yea whew 
imut |they fall in pieces y though one bear a oreater 
ifway.for the prefent than before, and that the 
ll hig fwrorthieft of all the reft ¢ as ic might be. the {pie 
jvitat|titsin Ephemeral Feavers) yet as well that part 
cing} Which rules more abfolutely than ever for the 
or | time being;as'thofe parts which are more than 
sf fever fubjected to ir, is quickly deftroyed and 
bead |brought to nothing. 
(|. Natural bodies cannot be miftaken about 
fot their own patty (which are really fuch) but by 
Jn.9| kinde of infallible inftin@, do draw thofe 
ice) Patts out of other bodies, which are for kinde 
oh, 4 {eae fame with themfelves, as the kindled ful- 
jytig}Phur that is in one body, kindles and drawes 
at forth that fulphur whichis in another, and yet it 
13 proves 
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proves unhappy and fatal to thofe Godies (as to f sf 
{ulphur in particular) chat they divide from all} it y0 
others, and will unite only amongft themfelves, les 
chough they ate all perfectly of the fame {peciesy| tis 
and no more than juft numerically differenced.’ 
How it fhould be more fafe for mento do the 
famething, vz. to abftra& and divorce thems 
felyes from all, but thofe that are of their per- 
{wafion, whilft mean time divers may be fuch, 
only in pretence, and for their own ends fot 
ought they know, and others whom they reje@ 
may heartily fymbolize with them in mote¢ 
things; I fay, how that can be prudent or fafe, ] ae 
am yet to learn. x ey) | ios 
Thole that affe& chat fimplicicy which is pea". 
culiar to God, and his alone prerogative,let them}* * 
conceive a difpleafure again{t the compofition off *”™ 
their own bodies, and try conclufions to make} — 
them confift but of one Element, and that the 
nobleft of all. Let them quarrel four of thofe¢ ( 
five principles which are the ingredients of out a 
bodies, and refolve to turn fulphur, fale, Earl | Fi 
and Water out of doors, and that they will cons 
fift of meer {pirits, and tothat end let them ex: iv 
alt thofe {pirituous liquors that are inthem, to 7h . 
the greateft height that may be, that fo they may 
be able to curn thofe four inferiour principles out} te 
of poffeffion, and live alone in and throughout He f 
the whole body; all the veines and arteries being) >” : 
henceforth filled with f{pirics only in ftead of lel 
blood: Try how this experiment will fucceed. Ti they 
it do well, attempt the like thing upon the hed 
Church and State, bring them to che fame pafs, wih 
Bur if you finde this likely to fet. on fire stig Mu 
whole courfe of nature, to fet you ma viol Mu 
rem ! icayetl 
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(ang feaver that will foon burn you to death, ‘be fo 
rome jut as nor to. with that fhould be done to others 
ely that you would by no meanes have done to your 
ieigh elves; and fufpec that may be bad for publick 
tilt bodies, which would -be fo deftruétive to your 
dof Own private. Let one principle bear rule over 
etm all the. reft, (as in good Wines the fpirituous 
it pe 'parts are predominant ) and let the nobleft Ele- 
beluhg Ment {way the Scepter, elfe things will degene- 
nis (yg Kate 2(as Wines do into Vinegar, when the {pt- 
y ieig Fits ace keptunder, and che faline or faltifh par- 
> not ticles exalced:) but let the lefs noble Elements 
‘ff, j Mot be excluded, but fairly comprehended in a 
due mixtion and fubordination, otherwife if it 
fare with men(as it doth with fire) that which 
} afpires to be all in all, will foon vanifh, and be as 

B it were annihilated. 


CONTEMPLATION VI. 
} Of Fire kindled by the collifion of two bard bodiese 


: AS obvious almoftas any of the former 5 is 

-& the way of kindling fire by the collifion or 

| {miting together of two hard bodiesyaswhen flint 
# eciteel are ftruck one againft the other:the reafon 
| why fire iflues from thence, is, becaufe by the 
“i blow given, the fulphurious particles of the 
f fteel and flint are put in motion. Now inward 
they cannot move, ‘becaufe thefe bodies being 

§ hard and of clofe parts, do Cuffer nothing to get 
| withinthem, foras much asthere.can be no pe- 
netrating of dimenfions. Therefore our they 
muft come, and if they could come out leifurely 

| I4 and 
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and by degrees, Aid would produce no fire, 
or fcarce fo much as heat, bur fallying forth in 
great hafte, and all at ‘dag as if they were af- 
frighted wich the blow they had reggived, by vir- 
tue > of their number, union, and-Violent motion, 
they ingender { parks, & produce that fire which 
we difcernto come from them. 

Juft thus ic is betwixt perfons of ftout and 
dturdy fpirits, when chey happen to clafh one} 
again{t another,retreat and retire into thernfelves; 
wig cannot, to deliberate, and confider what! 
they had beft co do;f6 full are they of themfelves, } 
that is, of their pride and paffion, but our chey: 
come, being once put into a commotion, and 
with ali the {pi rits they can make & mufter toge=| 
ther, aifaile each other, and with their drawa) 
glitcering {words, do. as it were fire at one-ano- } 
cher,and with greatelt cag crnefs purfue a bloody ji 
duell. 

Now ohthe folly of men, Do they not know | | 
thar the contcfts and incounters of two great 
fpirits, is as like to produce fuch’a bloody iflue as 
the {miting of flint and fteel together, is to | 
bring out Fire, and yet they will give way to it | 
uponevery flight occafion, as if they had lefs | 
confideration than the devil himfelf, who faid, 
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skin for skin, and all thac a manh ant will be Bers | 


give fonhis life : but they will give or throw a- | 
way their lives upon every crifling provocation, 
as if they were nothing worth. | wonder who it | 
is: thar-doth fo highly honour the memory. of || 
men dying upan thofe termes, that perfons of | 
qualicy fhould be ambitious of it ? 

I wonder in whofe Kallendericis, that fuch | 
kinde of perfons are put downtor Martyrs.Saints@ 

| an 
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‘} and Worthy-men! I wonder what heathen God 
| it is, whom men think to pleafe with fuch kinde 


of facrifices (for the true God doth moft cere 


ic tainly abhot them) I wonder that men who 
ii) ftand fo much upon the noblenefs of their blood 


Cas if each drop of theirs were more worth than 


all chat runs‘in the veins of ordinary men) fhould 


| trivially pour it out, or hazard it to be poured 
| our, like water upon the ground, and at the fame 
| time éverlaftingly taint it, by fheding the blood 
| of others, either aQually or intentionally. Sures 


) ly Cainand Lamech, and thefe men deferve to be 
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willbe 


| canonizedall in one day, at leaftwife it is very fit 


that all their names fhould be written io red cha- 


| racters, that is,in letters of blood. 


But what fhall we fay to thofe perfons, who 
make it their bufinefs to knock rhofe flints and 
{teels againft each other, and then to finde tinder 


| to receive the {parks, and matches to procure rhe 


flame, (thattinder of its felf could not) that is, 
to fet perfons of great and fturdy (pirits together 
by the eares to foment their differences, and to 
make them thirfty after one anothers blood. If 
that rule in Law be.true, Plas peccat Author quam 
eA for. If any {uch two fhall happen to kill one 
another in a duel, or fo, they will be murther= 
ers,but you will be greater murtherers than they. 

I can {carcely think of two hard bodies by 


their mutual aterition fetching fire out of each o- 


shot) ther, and not meditate that thus it is. when two 


| Nations fall at oddes, they are alwayes firing one 
| at another, and the reafon is, becaufe they are 
| hard bodies, and neither can yield, (one cannot 
| yield inpoint of right, nor the other in point’ of 


ws Honour) and fo thofe {parkes are continually 


flruck 
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firuck from each, which fomented by. that tine) | 
der, that ill-willers to both do cherith it with,’ 
and propagated by dangerous matches, and con- 
federacies, breaks out into that flame which pofs | 
fibly may never come tobe extinguiflied. Oh | 
how do J long for rhe accomplifhment of that q, 
promife! Jfa.11.6, The Wolf {hail dwell with the} anit 
lamb,and the leopard {hall lie down with the kid,cy | deni 
And verf. 9, They fhall not hart nor deftroy i all my ¥ (ii 
holy Mountain. And Ifa, 6502. How fhould Tre= Jim we 
joyce to fee {ome of that Prophely fulfilled inour J (gai 
days. If4.2.4¢They (hall beat their {words inte Plowe H rows 
fhares, and their {peares into pruning-hooks, Nation 4 {ile 
fall wot life np [word againft Nationneither (ball they ¥ (vin 
learn War any more. | turther confider,if two things | ‘ghet 
be ftruck together, though one behard, if the o- 4 pup! 
ther be foft, (asa feather againft a flint) not oné | ity 
fpark will infu. Thus it is,;when perfons ofrough } wa 
and rugged tethpers are matcht and mated with § byfr 
thofe that are of a quite contrary difpofition J js hy 
(viz. full of the Ornament of a meck and quiet J nj 
{pirit)though that which is hard may dafhagainft } th 
that which ts foft, yet no fire of contention is J yy th; 
thereby inkindled,becaufe that which is foft foom ly 
yields, and fo prevents the quarrel, We fay, the sr ( 
f{econd perfor makes the fray, and Solomon gives } (j 
us a better proverb, Prov.15.1..4 foft anfwer turn- } |i.) 
eth away wrath, and Prov.25.15 A foft tongue brea 
keth the bones: So will a flint break upon acufhion | {,) 
better than upon that which is hard, May I never Jj. 
be one of thofe hard things which helpto kindle } },.., 
fire, either national, domeftical,or otherwife,buc |}; 
always poffeft of that chriftian fofthefs,that may |, 
prevent the kindling of thofe things,which upon J ite: 
a little undue collifion would be all in {parks, if 9 mi 
‘not in flamess CON- ] 
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CONTEMPLATION VII. . 
Of Fire kindled for want of vent, asin Hay, tec; 


"Here is one way more whereby Fires are 
T fometimes kindled,the confideration wher- 
of is capable enough of a practical improvement, 
and therefore I fhall nor pafs it by, and that is,by 


| denying conyenient vent to bodies, that are full of 


(ulphur. Thence it is, that Hay that is laid up 
too wet; and lies too clofe together,is frequently 
{et on fire, becaufe by that meanes thofe fulphu- 
rious particles, which would otherwife have ex- 


 haled by degrees,are pent in, and being fo,do af- 


fociate one with another,provoke and excite each 
other, and when they have gotten a {ufficient 
number of them together, with united force do 
asit were break Prifon (for want of leaveto go 
out quietly, now and then fome of them,or fome 


by fome)and fly away like lightning. And thence 


is that fire which fometimes is kindled in Hay, 


et) and other times in dung,upon the fame account. 


Thofe aGtive particles which affected more liber- 
ty than-they could fingly obtain, and fuchas 
might have been given them without any dan- 
ser (for dry hay the {ulphurious particles where 
of do exhale freely by fome and fome,doth not 
kindle of its {elf combine together to fetrhem- 
felves free, as if they were of Cafar’sminde, who 
faid, Oxsnia dat qui jufta megat, when he wasde- 
nied fome priviledge, which he might juftly chal- 
lenge. But thofe are not words fit co be taken 

into a fubjects mouth, | 
Yer as unlawful as itis for thofe that areunder authoricy to 
a&t or {peak at any fuch rateyas that of Ce/ar.J cannot bur think 
withall, thar ir isno pointe of prudence in Parents, Mafters. 
and other Governorssto deny to thofe chat are under them bi 
Cil- 


CER2 
defirable liberty which fame fafely g ives any more than to 
give them that liberty which a due care of fafcry bids them to, J 
deay.. THat: profound Philofopher and Statefman the Lord 9 
Verulam imhis Eflayes, pag. 86. {peaks thus Togivemode- 9 
rare liberty for griefes and difconrentments to evaporate, (lo it 
be without coo great infolency/or bravery) is a fafe way, For] 
he thar turns che humours /back, and| makes the wound bleed »} 
inwards, indangereth maligne Ulcers and pernicious impoft-. | 
humatiens. 
When I confider. whac. Fires have formerly been kindled 
both at home and abroad, borh in Church and State 5 and all 
for want of a little ventjotherwife called liberty; 1 fay a little, 
(for too much may be as dangerous on the other hand; ) pardon 
mic,if 1 wifhy that in all places where it is vehemently defired, 
thete might beas fauch of it as might confift with the real 
welfare and profperity both of Church and State. And now,O 
Lord; thouwho art ‘only wifes ‘caufe Rulers every where to 
know what liberty may,and what. may nox be given, what li- 
berry would truly make forthem, and whar againft them; what 
would tend to kindle greater Fires than yer have been in the 
midft ofus, "and what might help to extinguifh thofe fires of 
conrenrion which are amongft us already,and to prevent others 
for the future. Such things as quietly would breathe them- 
felves,and do themlelves goods and the world no hurr, by their 
infenfible exhalations, futfer them to evaporate,& lerrhemnoc gli i 
be fo pentin, and fhucup, as thereby ro become needlefly ex- Bil i 
afperated,unavoidably united bo:hin fufferings & difcontents, Buh 
and will they nil.they, tofall on fire like a mowe of Hay laid 
too moiftly and clofe together, which orherwife had never fired | 
in and of its felf ; but now is forced to flame ( though irs felf | 
muft be both the fire and fuel) & all for want of vent.And now, 
© Lordsthou who haft mademe the father of many children, 
grant I befeech ree tome and orher parents, that wife beha- 
viour cowards them, char we may neither like old E/z {poil and 
undo thein with too much lenity, nor like Sa#/ enraged againft 
his fon. Zo#atban, endanger chem by overmuch feveriry., but 
may fo carry towards them; and have fo much comfort in them, 
that we may be able ro fay.concerning our children, as good 
old Facob (that father of the Patriarks ) did concerning his 
Thefe are the children whieh God bath gracioufly gives us: and 
ro thinkofchem as the Pfalmift reprefents them, P/2l.127.3. 
Lo! children ave an heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the 
yom is bis reward. | 
pa} CON- 
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| (125) 
| 2 CONTEMPLATION YVIIL 


“Of Fire kindled by pouring on Water, as in Limes 


the i is famoufly known that Fire is fometimes 


kindled, otherwhiles encreafed , even by the 
pouring on of water. By that means Lime is 


af. Maadeto burn ; which though it Aame nor our, 


| yet both by its hiffing,and {moaking, as alfo by 
itsiability co burn other things, doth appear ‘ic 


‘in, | Lelf to befeton fire. And we may daily ob- 


 beha 
) | and 
soxintt 
bit 
the 
god 


ferve,that Smiths do {prinkle water upon their 


«i, |. forges, thereby caufing the Fire therein ro burn 
«al | {o much the more eagetly. The reafon of the 


former, vz, of Lime its burning when it meets 


'}-with Water,feems to be this: Some particles of 


ON: 


| Fire do’remain in Lime,after it hath been burne 
inthe Furnace (though cooled again) but clofe= 
Jy united with certain particles of Sale y and by 
them mederated and kept quiet. But whea 
| water is poured upon itf, then is the affociation 
that was betwixt the particles of Fire, and of 
| Salt diflolved, and the earthy parts {eparated; 
| which before lay betwixt the fiery particles, keepe 
ing them from joyning each with other, which 
being done, they all flock together and rendez- 
| Youz by themfelves, and fo violently fally out 
| together, and forcibly take their flight in a con- 
| fiderable body or party , andthence comes that 
Fite which is kindled in. Lime, which js true 
Fire, though it flame not by reafcnof thofe wa- 
| tery parts which aré commixed therewith, which 
| caufe {moak inftead of flame. 
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Lime ; for when it meets with the’ holy Law of 


king eccalion bythe commandement wrought im me 
all manner of concupi(cence. For without the Law fin 
was dead,and 2.13. But fin, that it might appear 
fin, working death in me by that which was good, that 
fa by the Commandement might become exceeding 


fofal, 


which are in Lime, are as it weresfo many for- 
raigners,or forraign guefts that get into itywhen 
the Lime-ftones were burning within the Fur- 
nace (for in Lime ir (elf there is little Sulphur,as 


appeareth by che difficulcy of burning all or moft 


of it: away) and thefe forraign particles are they 


chat do expofe it unto being fet onfire whenwater | 


ig pucto it,l cannot but thence think of the dan- 
‘get of Kingdoms and Countries which are 
ovet-ftocked with forraigners (efpecially if of a 
forraign Religion as well as Nation) efpecially 
ifmen of fiery principles and {pirits : for though 
fuch perfons may lie ftill and make no noile 
for atime, fo long as there are other patties to 
ballance and tie their hands: (as the particles of 
Sale doth that of Fire ) and whilft they are not 
faflered to imbody and flock together 3 yet let 
anenemy come ({ike water upon lime) pres 
fently rhey hils, and fmoak, and reak, and heard 
together, and are ready to burn up all that 
comes neer them. May the Popifh party never 
verifie what Lhave now hinted from the nature 


‘of Limes eg 
pol Neither 


4 
: 


God, whichis as contrary to it as water to Fite, | 
(i mean, tothe lufts and corruptions that are in 
it) how is ic inkindled and. enflamed thereby? | 
Hence that complaint of Pasl, Rows. 7.8. Sin ta-| 


Moreover, whereas thofe particles of Fire. 
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Of Neither is it unapt to be fignificantly apply- 
‘Tis ed, that Smiths, do intend the heat of their. fires 
| by ever and anon fprinkling on them {mall 

| quantities of water. Did they throw on much 

| water it would extinguifh ic, butthat little they 

| ule now and then,makes it to burn more fierce- 

| ly. What better refemblance can there be of 

| the overemildyrebukes of parents towards ob- 

| Rinate and diffolute children, As good or 


my better'not chide, or not correé& them atall, as 


do it over-gently, and EX like, who only {aid, 


lh Ie is vot @ goed report L heare of yor my fons, O'ce’ 


ily) | 
) fay tothem? He had even as good have held 


| 1 Sanz, 2.24. Were fuch deeds as theirs to be 
| cotrected only with words ; efpecially with fuch 


{oft words as thofe, v.25. Why do you {uch things? 


Nay my fons, forit is no good report that I hear, 
| Did chey de ay the women that affembled at the 


door of the Tabernacle , and is this all he hath to 


| his.peace, » This was but water {prinkled upon 


} the forge-; this was but like an overe-gentle 


ld purge,chat ftirs and troubles humors ; but brings 
| them not awaye Thusto whip asit were with 
M) a fan of Feathers, is butto make an offenders 


remedy (which is corre&tion). contemptible,and 


himfelf thereby more incortigible. When the 
| water of rebuke or correftion muft be ufed ; 
} take enough to quench the Fire, though not to 
| drown or fink the offender. °. ’ 


Laftly, Lime that kindles at the approach of 


i) water (which one would think fhould rather 


Guench it if kindled before) is methinks a good 


| embleme of Chriftian zealey anda good parcern 


atu) for-us.in that behalf. Should not our zeal be 


' 
it 
rfl 
} 


heightned by oppofition, like flouds that {well 
when 


| (128 ob 
when they come at isi that hinder chem, So} 
did the zeal of David,when AZichal derided him 
for dancing before the Ark. 2 Sam. 3.22. 1 will Bh 
yet be more vile than thus ({aidhe) wiz. if that @y 
were to be vile, to Lrejoyce before the Ark of | 
God. ~ So Pax, when fome perfwaded him not § 
to goe to Ferufalem for fear of being bound R 
there, made this anfwer, Als 21013. I ams ready @ * 
got'to be bowndonly , but to die at ferufalem for the | 
wawse of Chrift. Thus were their diflwations like § 
water thrown upon Lime, which did meerly it 
Kindle it. © Thus you fee the way of kindling ‘ : 
Lime fhews us both what our Corruptions ares yu 
and what our Graces fhould be, and woe unto § 
us that our Corruptions have that vigour which § 
our Graces want, i 
Hencetorth then, by the help of God, I will J 
endeavour that my lufts ‘may be like green 4 
wood, which though it lie upon rhe fire, will 9 
hardlie burn, as being choked with its own moi- 
fture ; and that ‘the Graces-of Gods ‘Spirit may 
be ‘ia meas fo much Lime , the fiery particles’ 
whereof meéting with their old enemy water, | 
prefently break. off their affociation: with other ° 
Elements; firmly unite among themflelyes, and 
sf pdtential-fire become ‘aQual, and fend up 
hole warery ‘particles id {moak, which went 
about co 'extinsuith them. If I cannot flame 
(as Lime cannot) yet I will-endeavour to be as | 
fmoukine Lime ‘or Flax, which Chrift will not — 
quen¢h ; afd when 1 can do no more at prefent | 
againftthofe lufts which fight againft my foul: J 
Twillasit Were hifs acthem, as lime dothat the § 
approach of water, thar is,ceftify my difpleature § 
aad’ indignation adn them. o 
| F 
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: To the Right Worfhipfil 
Sir JOHN: LANGHAM. 
Knight and Baronet, 
sir THOMAS PLAYER 
| Knight, 
And Chamberlain of che City of Lendon, 


2 


, AND TO 
RICHARD HAMPDEN 
of Hampden in the County of 
Backs, Efquire, 


AND 
To all his dear Friends, (and fome- 
| time Paftoral- charge,). the tnhabitants 


of Thiftleworth in the County 
of Middlefex, 


S. R. 


Vedicateth this part of bis Meditations, 
and wifbeth the Bleffings of the 
Life that now is,and of that a 
which ds to come. | 
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MEDITATIONS 


Upon all the Remarkeable Paffages and Circum- 
flances of the late dreadfull Fire. 


b, ULE DIT ATION 1. 
Of the Weight of Gods,Hand in the late deftrattion of 
London by Fire. 


Emarkable are thofe expreffions of Fob, cap. 6. 


wer. 2. C3. O that my grief -were thoroughly. - 


weighed! and my calamity laid in the Ballances to- 
gethers for now it would be heavier than the fand of 
the Sea x therefore my words are [wallowed up, and 
ver.4. For the Arrows of the Almighty are within me, 
and the poifon thereof drinketh np my {pirit:the T errors 
of God do fet themfelves in array againft me. How 
fitly may the people of England, but efpecially the 
|@Jate Inhabitants of London, take up the fame ex- 
| preflions ? How juitly may they with that their Ca- 
lamities were weighed by others, as well as felt by 
themfelves? But as itis is impoflible to find Bal- 
lances -able to. contain the fands of the Sea, {0 is 
it next to impovfible to find any,"in which the Ca- 
lamity of London may be weighed, or any thing 
able to weigh againft them Cfach is the heavi- 
nefs thereof ) .belides the fands of the Sea : Yea, 
if Jo's particular grief and mifery were heavier 
than thofe. fands, may not the like be faid of what 
hath now befallen thoufands, all whofe loffes and 
croffes put. together ¢ though not any of them 
fingly ) axe certainly heavier than his eithes was, 
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2 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


of could bes Ithinkicis fo farftom being a. fin 
to put the judgements of God’, asit were, into 
a fcafet that wemtay [earch how heayy they are ( fo 
far as wecan attain ) that I queftion tot batit is 
‘a duety, and -am furesit was the praétice of that 
fenfible Prophet holy. feremiah, Lam. 4. 6. The 
punifoment of the Imquity of the Daughter of my 
People , is greater tlan. the puniflment of the fin of 
Sodome, ec. There we fee he layes the pnnifh- 
iment of Scdome in one {cale, andthat of fern/alem 
in another , and weighing them againft each (0- 
ther, concludes the latter to have been the heavi- 
ér ofthe two: Yea, indeed the whole Book or Lz- 
menidtions iS , a8 it’ were, a pair of Balances hung 
ups into which the Prophet is cafting in the fe- 
verall miferies of Iargfalem patcéll by parcell (as 
he could take them up) till he had thrown inall; 
that he and others might undéritand to what 
weight the whole fum didamount. Though there 
are fome that are ready to faint tinder the ¢ha- 
ftiféments of the Lord, yet more are apt to defpife 
them, efpecially after fome time, and when the 
furprize is over, and in cafe they themfelves are 
not fo immediately , or fo deeply concerned in 
tliem as others are. Then arethey ready to fay 
to others in reference to their loffes, as the chief 
Priefts and Elders did to Zadas , in reference to 
the trouble of his mind, AZ. 27. 4. What is thas 


to us 2 look thou to tha :'Or to fhew themfelves Gal- 


lio like’ of whom we'téad, that when the Greeks 
took Softhenes the chief Ruler of the Synagogue 
arid beat him before the Judgement-feat, Gallia 
cared for none of thofe things. Though he faw a 
Perfonof Quality and of Integrity unjuftly bea- 
ren ira. publike way, he regarded it not. Let the 

Galtly’s 
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Pafj ages of the late dreadful Fire. 3 


Gallio's of this Age read what I am now to write 

as touching the miferies of poor London, and be 
perfe&tly unconcerned if they can, or exempt 
theinfelves, if it be poflible, from having any 
fhare in that Calamity which they feem to flighr, 

as ifit were nothing to them,'or as if the late fire 

had not fomuch as finged one hair of their heads, 
neither Would; at thelongrun. I dare warranc 
them,that gray hairsof mifery are uponthemalfo 
(and upon thataccount,) though they know it not. 
When I enter upon the Meditation of. Lon- 
"| dows deftrn@ion , I had need to fortifie my felf 

| with thofe words of Solomon, ciz. that It is better to 

fo to the Houle of mourning, than to the Honfe of 
feafting, Ecclef. 7.2. For fucha difcourfe can be 

“ho other, than as it were a Houfe of mourning, 

Hi | Yeas 45 the mowrning of Hadadrimmon inthe Val- 
Witt | ley of Megiddon, Zach. 12,12. And now me- 
itt} thinks the Book of Jeremy called Lamentations doth 
tH | fo wonderfully fuit the prefent cafe of London, as 
SK | af ithad been calculated for the Meridian of that 
aie") City, rather than. ot Jerufalem, or as if God had 
Stretched out upon Logdox the fame line of confuli- 
 }on,. as he did upon: Lerafaleney or as if thofe di- 
| Mine thunder bolts, which were fhot againft both 
thofe famous Cities, -had béen made in one and. 
the fame mold, or as God fpeaks, Amos 4, 11. 

) | have overthrown fome-of you, as God overthrew So- 
"| dome and Gomorrah. -So,-as God overthrew Zern- 
fale in like manner, and with many the fame cir- 

mH | Cumftances hath he deftroyed Londax. Our fins 
il! | were much what the fame with theirs (as I have 
iv | fhewed, when J ennumerated the procuring cau- 
be | fes of fire) and itis but jutts that our plagues 
| and punifhments. fhould be the fame likewife-s 

5 ae Now 
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Now ‘where fhall I begin my difcourfe of Lon-.. 
dons calamityeOr how can I do it without premifing 9... 
thofe wordsof the Prophet, Jerem. 9. 11.0h that® 
my head were waters, and mine eyes A, fountain of tears, My). 
8c.’ If my eyes be not afountain my heart muy 
needs be a Rock,and Lord fmite thou thatRock, that] a 
waters may gufh out,whil'ft I mention thofe things| ie 
that fhould be bewailed; even with tears of blood.| a 

That which firft prefents its felf is the conlide+fj), 
ration of what London was; nor can it be better# 
expreffed than in thofe words, Lam. 1.1 The City] 
that was Great amongft the Nations, and Princefe@ 
amonoft the Provinces. Sure l am London was the} . 
slory of England, yea the glory of Great Bri-G) 
tain, yea the glory of thefe three Nations, if not infi). 
fome fenfe the glory of thewholeWorld. But asi 
the Prophet {peaks of I erufalem, Vets 9. She came} F : 
down wonderfully, the fame may be faid of London. 9." , 
But alas! What is London now , but another Se-9 
deme lying in afhes? Whatisit buta heap of duty 
and rnbbith > The greateit part of itfeems to beg”, ' 
conver-ed into fo many Church-yards,as confifting F 
of nothing, but the Reliques of Churches, with#,” 
wafte sround round abott them, full of open#® 
Vaults or Cellers, like fo many uncovered Graves, @ 
and fragments of houfes like fo many dead mens fi" 
bones fcattered on every fide of them : I had al- 9°" 
moft calléd it another Smithfield (.alluding tog” 
the ife that place was put_to.in the Marian dayes) # 
for that every honfe was a kind of Martyr facrificed 
to the flames: and that (as is vehemently {ufpect- 
ed) by men of the fame Religion,. with thofe § 
that burnt. the Martyrs. in Queen ALwies dayes: #™ 
Witnefs that Frenchman that was convicted andg*' 
executed upon’ his own acknowledgement of ha-, 
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_|ving begun the Fire in London, whofe confeffion 
ig tels us that he was inftigated by. Papifts ( oneor 
Obie lee} and the choice of his Confeflor , that. he 
{ ,) WAS, one himfelf... We can.now no longer. fay of 
| | London Here it ftands, but Hic jacet (as \ we fay. of 
ksh one that is dead..and buried ) Here it lies; not 
sthiny [that here itis, but that here. it was. 

Mk May wenot go on with thofe words of Leremy 
ae Lam. 1.4. Howdoth the City rt fo! itary, that was 
, Fall of people 2 How is fhe b-come.as a Widow ? Where 
‘lare thofe multitudes that inhabited Lendona fev 

| moneths fince? How are they difperfed and icaim 
tered into corners,fome crowded into theSuburbs, 
others gone into, the Country, difabled in all fi ke- 


tra lyhood, from ever retutning again, to fettle. as 
Bir before ; Who. complains not, that they {carce 


know where to.find any body: ,, even thofe: that 
‘they. had wont..to: converfe.and trade with , for 
|, c. {that their former peices know them -no more , 
wag) Yea they hardly know the places again, where 
‘they dweltformerly; or can find where thofe hou- 
ifes ftood, which they inhabited many years. to- 
"I gether. To fee.a populous City fo wofully.depo- 
vet |Ipulated ina few dayes time, and. the late Inhabi- 

| tants driven away. as flubble before the wind ; 

& Whofe heart. would it not caufe to bleed? How 
ah oft have I heardmen fay. fince the. Fire we have 
Sl | occafion to, ufefuca and fuch tradefmen, th iat ule 
0 st to work tous but ro not were to find ther 

hel 


we fhould {peak with fuch and fuch Friends, me 
| know not what is become of them,or eae they 
| a-egone. How many thoufand honfes (that were 
|| lately fuch.) donot now contain one Inhabitant, 
Mor are fit todoit. This alfofhould be fora la- 
-Mentation, Did the Egyptians mourn , when 
A 2 but 
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6 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


but one was mifiing in every houfe., and that! nor}. 

we when multitudes of whole houfholdsand houfes J 

are {wept away all at once? : #8 
Why fhould I dowbt to fay, that a great partofy™ 

the flrength and defence of all England, yea, of 

all thé three Kingdomes, is loft and taken away, 

in and by the deftru&ion of London? Was not} '”. 

that great City ablé to have raifed-a mighty] 

force in a fhort.time, wherewith ‘to have op-} 

pofed an invading Forreigner’? ©Was it not a) 

Mine of Treafure, able to fupply vaft fummes of 

monie for the ufe of King and Kingdome, at a 

fhort warning : and found as willing as able toda” 

it? Ifa vaft and flately Ship, as moft that {wim in. 

the Ocean had been loft, how foon could, anddid 

that famous City build fuch another? Surely, London 

was the finews and the very richt hand “of all great 

and publick undertakings; and that they knew full 

well,thatfaid in their hearts, Rafeit, Rafe it tothe 

very ground. Are we not now like Smp/on when | 7™ 

his hair was cut, and ‘fhould we go-out to fhake | \* 
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neffe and obnoxioufnefs conlidered ? 

|, Isitnot worth taking notice of, that the beauty 
| and {plendor of England is defaced and loft by the 
| defixu@tion of London ?.. How deformed is a body 


al withouta head2,and was not London. the head of 


| England, in that fence that -Damafens, is aid to 
have been the head..of Syria, and the head of E- 
phraim to have been Samaria, Ifa. 7. 8. That is 
the head City, for we acknowledge a head Superi- 
our to that, yea, Supreme under God,viz. ont So- 
VErGiGn, :aSitis, cer. 9. the head. of Ephraim is 
Remaliahs Son...'«As the faceisto the body, fo was 
Londo to Englands vix. the beautifullett part of tit, 
arid-Jook how men reckon it a,.great prejudice to 
their bodies when their faces are :manred ‘by. any 
sreat deformity, fo isit tothe whele/Land (which 
istobe confidered asone body, and allthe parts 
of it as membetsiof.each other} when fcarce any 
thing ofthatislefc which, was the very face of it. 
They that faw only \the other partsof Zag/and faw 
(as I may allude with reverence.) butits back 
parts. Wasnot Landon-asit were the Throne of 
the Kings of England, fucceflively,.and other, pla- 
ces in compatifon.of it, -but as it. were their Foot- 
ftool ? .(you-knew:towhat I allude.) , Now) Lon- 
domisgone mayawe not write Zcabod upon the Nati- 
on, for thatthe honour ‘of itis,departed? Now who 
can bea true Englifhman and unconcerned for the 
honour of his Nation, and not troubled to fee it 
lie in the duft 2.-How isthe-honour of a Nation in- 
fifted.on > How many wats are commenced and 
continued in the world to vindicate the honour of 
particular Nations? How hard isit fox Nations to 
recede from the very punttillio’s of their honour ? 


Now if God hath difgraced us and weakned our 
| A 4 reputation 
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mentation? If our Father hath {pit in our faces | 
as Mdufes faid to Adiriam, ought we not to be afbamed 
Seven dayes, yea, {even years we had need for-fitch | 
a {pitting of fire in our face, as hath ‘befallenus?- 
Jeremy puts it among{t his Lamentations, Lam. 1.6, | 


fir} 
i 
. 


reputation <(as'certainly he hath done) by taking 
away the great City, furely it fhould be for aLa- | 


| 


From the Daughter of Lion all her beatty is departed, § si 


We proceed. e | 


‘Whofe heart would it not grieve, to think what 


precious fuel went to feed that pernicious fite? Be 
Goodly Houfes, noble Halls, belonging to feve- pit 


tal Companies, ancient and worthy Hofpitals, af>' Bir 


fording relief to multitudes of poor and diftreffed 


people, magnificent Churches built’ (and fome of. | 
them but lately repaired) ata very great’ charge, & 


places of Judicature,and for the-honourablere- 
ception of Magiftrates, as Guild-hall, and others, 
Common places (as‘I may call them) of Trade 
and Tradefmen, fuch as Blackwell-hall , and°the 
Royal Exchange, (the onely fan@uary that 1 héar 


of; to it’s own Founder,) ‘nfeful’and eminent 


Schools, as Pasls; and others, one famous #ece=/ Phan 


ptacle of D.vines, by the name‘of Zion Colledge, 
another for Civilians, one Cathedral, for large 
nefs and ftatelinefs of building, exceeding all that 
I haye before’ mentioned?’ All thefe are-well 
known to have been fuel to that fre s yea; all thefe 
were but a part of ‘it’s fuel: ‘There were other 
things, which though they did not asto bulk é- 
qualize thofe I have mentioned, yet in worth:and 
value did far exceed them. In fome places you 
might have feen-rich wines, ic may be Sack’ and 
Hippocras, burning for ng bodies ufe, elfwhere 


coftly, Oils {wimming about the flreets, and. after- 


wards 


Ment 


Hes 


edde, Ni 
eA ‘ : z ’ 
Mmany precious manufcripts («ilbthen preierved, 
dike fo many léaves of the Sybils:) were them burht 
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wards converted into flames: » Was not the firefed 


+|\¢n fome places with rich houfholdttufe,: and ‘dear 


futnituxe, inothers with fhop-goods and wares ‘of 


great values»as fine clothes; and fuch-like ,«which 


their owners wanted. opportunity to fend away ? 
How many: précious druggs,and odoriferous fpices 


went up inthofe'flames, as.fo much incenfe ?. | How 
“nidny wholfome Medicines, and powertull Ant - 


dotes, and: ‘great Cordials, fuch as Mithridate, 


/Treacle,Spirituous Liquors, Bezoardick:. Powders, 
) |, Confeétion of Alchermies 5 ;Chymical Oils, cand 
- | Spirits, were in great quantities confumed :by:tlrat 


fires asif-they had been good for nothing, orasif 
‘nothing hadibeen too goodforit.. And above all 
other lofles, What Scholiti,(that isfoiindeed;)can 
with »drie'eyes{mention the inéftimable loffé vof 
‘books thatawas:fuftained: by that mercilefie fire, 
4or'the undoing: of any: Bookfellersy in» ‘one 
dence, and ofsmany moré Schollers: ini another. 
dow many: leatned and nfefull-Anthotsidin feveral 


Lansuases, cArtsyand Sciences, Divines;»both:Po- 
ao Wyse 3 


femical,aiid Practical, Fathers;:Schoolmen;iPhy- 


Micians, Phylofophers, Lawyers, Hiftorians,“An- 


tiquaries 5;;Mathematicians, and others;. befides 


to afhes, asiif qur enemies: the!:Papitts, chadvbeen 
‘then difarming, us of fome sof our <beft weapons, 
wherewith. we fhould defend:our felves:againtt 


l'them? Yea; the very Swond of the Spirit, which 


is the word of God, the Bible it’s felf, as-tormany 
hundved Copiés of it, was tlien'takenfrom us and 
burnt. (as‘if it had been:a piece)of herelie, on had 
fallen into Popith hands, who brook it not M1 our 
Senuine tranflations.) | And:this:were more’ to be 
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lamented than all the reft, if that facred:book, that} me 
book of books, might not more eafily be reprin-} « 
ted, than many others that are of greater volume,| Luni 
and of. which there: are but few Copies extant. St 
But as for our Biblia Polyglovta, midwived into the} ot 
world ata vaft charge, arid by the unfpeakable} En 
induitry of many) learned and famous ‘men’. to} inti! 
the great renown of themfelvesand) of this Na-} blot 
tion, how many of them were» confumed., ash {oni 
if they had been ‘fo much wafte paper, andpu ii 
who is able to repair the loffe > Thefe things) Du 
as I faid before, : were the fuel that fed-thel tw 
flames of London’, . Quis: talia fando T empen} \ci 
ret-alachrymis 2. Who can think of fach things} ha 
as thefe,. and not, .dfaw waters’ and.’ poure) th 
ont before the Lord, as the Ifraelites .did’ at} sew 
Mizpab?. To. have made, or. fed: as many) Ne 
bonefires, as are’ ufuall: upon igreat folemni-} hlor 
ties, with meer Musk and Ambergreafe, (if fo} inh 
much could have ‘been had ) ‘had not -been‘fo 
great: aucharge and loffe, as: were’all -thofema-| 
terials which went to’ foment the’ ‘difmall fire) py) 
of London. Thofe flames.were higher fed (all 
things confidered) than Cleopatra‘was, wheny| (\\) 
as it. ts: ftoried of her, fhe drank diffolved 
Pearls.» How angry was the Almighty with 
us, when he would rather fling: all: this ‘rrea- 
fure into the fire than fuffer us ito enjoy ite 
How sunworthy did-he ‘proclaim us, when, in| 
fact, he faid, better the fire fhould” have it | 
thaniwe?e al oh 
But where didvall. this Joffe Jight ? Was it | ; 
upon LONDOW only? Were few or none } 4 
ufferers but the Inhabitants of that City > Yea, | 
doubtlefs, it was a terrible plow to the whole) jy 
ee aes Nation | 
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Pahl ages of the Late. dreadful Fire. rt 
) Nation or to the greateft part of it. Who hadany 
‘Oy confiderable intereit in England, and none in 
ual London more vor leffe'? As all Rivers run into the 
till Sea, and all the lines of a Circumference meet in 
| one Center, fo did theintereftof moft conliderable 
| Englifhmen; in London, Who had not’ fomethare 
| inchat great thip;as D may call it, which isnow 
| blown up ? They that had no immediate and per- 
® fonall ‘interett ‘in: London, Had they. not Relati- 
| ons Brothers or ‘Sifters yea it:may.be Sons or 
| Daughters, or if not fo, Kindred more «remote, 
| that were great {ufferers by this: fire, and whofe 
| joffes they thoaldvlay'to hearts’) WVero is faid:ao 
§ have wifhed that:: Rome had had but one Neck, 
| that be “might cut it offata blow.::In wefe 
rence to England, London. was next to that-one 
Neck, and hathonot this” five‘cutit off at one 
blow? His Majefty ‘hath told ws that his lofle 
in the City: was greater than any other mans, 
and what good Subject: would: not bewarl that ? 
Bur furely. Reader itis: thyoloffe ,.if thou arta 
Englifh Proteitant, as truely, though notas much 
a5 his. © The Joe was Catholick (that-s univer- 
fall). in the confequences, as wellas Roman Car 
tholick in ‘the Ganfes.of it. Butois this. all chat 
can be {faid ofsthe foffe of Londox ? Surely no, 
Read but the Book ‘of “Lamentations and you wilt 
find many mote-expreffions applicable to the Cafe 
of London, befides' thofe which»l have\taken no- 
ticeof alteady , Lame: 1.4. There faith the Pro- 
phet 5 The wayes of Sion mourn, becaufe none come 
to 'the Solemn feats, her gates are defelate.» All-thefe 
their calamities are'come upom us at once, Our 
i Gates are’ laid wafte, our felemn Affemblies 
| both Religiousand: Ciyil in moft plates of chat 
| which 
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which was-called London, are unavoidably at an‘} 
end’, and if our wayes do not mourn, that iss 


if they have not a fad and a ghaftly appearance Mj 
let all that paffe by them Judge. Surely Len=’ Bho, 


don is now the faddelt fpectacle that.is this day in | 
England, 
Doth the circumftance of time. in which. this:| 
fire befel us, add nothing to our afli@ion?. Had | 
we at-the fame time had many friends, and-ene-” 
mies but few'ornone, our mifery had been lefs:. | 
For then fhould we have been much pitied, which 
had been fome mitigation ot our lofs: but did it: | 
not befal us at atime when we:had few friends, |}; 


but many forreign enemies round about us, This | Ss 
Jeremy lamented in reference to Ferafalem, Lam. | cat 
142. Amongft all her lovers fle hath none to comfort W 


hier all her friends have dealt treacheronfly, with her, 


they are become her enemies. Is it no aggravation of | ” 
our mifery ({urely it cannot be otherwife) to think | i 


how wretchedly our many enemies will triumph 
and infult, becaufe.of it, and.cry, Ah,ah, fo would 
they have it, Lzm.. 14-214 .All-mine enemies have 
heard of my trouble, they are glad that thou baft done 
it. And Lam2. 25. All that pafs by clap their hands, 
they hifs,and wag their bead, for ‘the daughter of Fe- 
raf alem, {aying, Is this the City that men call the per- 
fettion of beauty, the joy of the whole earth, ver{.14, 


All thine enemies fay, This is the day that me looked +.) 3 
for, we have found, we have feen it, vert. 17The 


Lord hath canfed thine enemies to rejoyee over. thee, he 
hath fet up the horn of thine adver{aries. Alfo in Lam. 
3-145 45. You may fee how much ftrefs the pro- 
phet Feremy did lay upon the infultings of ene- 
mies, and how humbling a confideration he took it 


for. When enemies consratulate our miferies. in 
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fread of condoling them, it adds much. Surely 


'France,but for fhame,had rung bells, and made 


botifires when the tidings of our fire did arrive 
there. God would that a people fhould lay it to 
heart, when he expofeth them to contempt. 


| Ferufalem hath grievoufly finned, therefore fhe uw re- 
|| msoved (fo is London ) all that honowred her, defpife her, 
| becaule they have ‘feen her nakednefs. He loves not 


his countrey that cares not how it is flighted, or 
who infults over it. | 
What if it can be made out that there is no paral- 
lel at this day for London’s,calamity, fhouldnot that 
be for a lamentation, that God fhould fo punith 
us, as-if he would make us an example.to all the 
world, oras if we had been the worft people in the 
world ? Jeremy took that circumftance to heart in 
Jerufalem’s cafe, Lam.2.13. What thing fhall I 
liken tothee Oh daughter of Ternfalem? What fhall I 
equal to thee that thou maift be comforted ? So Daniel 
9.12.For under the whole heaven hath not been done fo 
great evil,as hath been done upon Ierufalem. lf the like 
may be faid of London, (and indeed I have heard no 
man pretend the contrary at this day) its mifery 
muft needs be great. If it be an unparallel’d 
{troke it muft needs carry a great face of Divine 
wrath and difpleafure with it, and that doth add 
much,L2m.2.1.How hath theLord covered the dangh- 
ter of Zion with acleud in his Anger 2 and remembred 
not his footftool in the dayof his Anger. Ver.3. He 
hath cut of in his fierce Anger all the horns of 
Lfrael, . 


J } 
Many things inthis judgement feemed to carry 


| + with them a great face of Divine Anger,asnamely, 


for that the Lord feemed to deftroy London, fo far 


ashe went without any pity. Suchathingas this is 
be- 
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bewailed, Lam. 2.2. The Lord hath (walluwed up all 
the balitations of Lacob and hath not pitied, And verfe Wf" 
17. The Lord bath thrown down-aud ‘bath not pitied, W* 
if God had taken away the honfés of rich men that #*> 
could have borntheir lofs, and mean time fpared I 
the houfes of {uch as were poor, there had been § 
pity inthat, but he was pleafed to take all before } 
him, and with the fame befome of deftrugtion: to | 
fweep away the habitions of the pooreft, as well as 9” 
of the moft rich. And did hot God’s turning a i”, 
deaf ear to all the prayers and intercefsions that 
were made, as for the greate(t part of London 
whilft the fire was, and going onto ¢eltroy not- 
withttanding though they cried unto him day and 
night that he would ftay his hand and fpare the 
remainder, I fay did not that {peak God exceeding 
angry. This was one of Jeremies complaints, Lam. 
3.8. Alfowhen J cry and fhout he fhutteth out my 
prayersand verte 44. Th. haft covered thy felf with a 
cloud, that var prayers fhould not pafsthorough. God 
did in effec fay that, Though Nozh, Damel and Iob 
flood before hins, yet would he not b: intreated for the 
City. When prayers can prevailno longer ti fuch 
a cafe as that was, it isa ign God is exceeding an- 
gry. Moreover the fiercenefs of the judgement, 
andthe mighty force it came with, and the quick 
difpatch it made, intimates, as if God for that time 
had abandoned all pity towards London: For may 
not thefe words of Zeremy be applied tous, Lam. i". 
2,10. He'was unto me w a Bear or as a Lion Wm 
he hath pulled me in pieces, he hath made me de- | ath 
folat Cs | 
If any man that reads thefe things be yet infen= 
fible of the heavinefs of Gods hand in'this ftroke 
let him befides all that hath been ine oe 
LOW 
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L | Paffages of the late dreadful Fire. 15 
4) how unexpected, and how Incredible a thing it was 
ver) at London fhould be almoft totally confumed by 
thy lire, ere this year were at an end? Now what, but 
edtly | he greatnefs of this judgement’ made it fo incre- 
hig flible till it came? That fome few houfes might 
hen laave been fired in afhort time, we could ealily 
being lave believed, but not that fo many as the Prophet 
inn peaks, Lam. 4.12. Thekings of the earth, and the 
well |imbabitants- of the world would not have believed that 
tins y |e enemy fhould have entred into the gates of Jeru- 
1 thy (Cale. To think a judgement too great to be in- 
Linjy (didted, and yet when it is infi&ed to make light 
_ of it,are very inconfiftant things, and mighty felf- 
tontradi€tions. He that fhould have come to-a 
man worth eight or ten thoufand pound, a week 
before the fire, and told him that within ten days 
he fhould not be worth fo many hundreds, would 
he not have langh’d at him, and faid in his heart, 
How can that be? Had all his eftate been in hou- 
fes, fome inone ftreet, fome in another, he would 
never have dream’d that they fhould be all fired to- 
gether, or within afew days of one another: And 
yet it is well known to have been the cafe of many 
to have been worth a good eftate one day, and the 


ni 


occafion revived, Lz. 4, 5. They that did feed de- 
licately are defolate in the ftreets, they that weré brought 
wp in {carlet imbrace dunghils. Great and fudden 


that hath bowels. As Jeremy {peaks of the Naxa- 
rites, Lam. 4.6,7. That they who were purer then 
«., (ftom, whiter then milk, their-vifage was become blac 
| Rer then any coal, fo tothink how they that lived in 


rOKE 3 4 
0 H great port and fafhion, are many of them, asin the 
3 tuin- 


next day, by the fire to have been reduced almott. 
to nothing. How are the words of Jeremy upon this 


downfalls cannot but move compafsion in any man » 
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16 Medstations upon all the Remarkable 


eee mre e 
turning ofa hand! brought exceeding low,they and§, .»,; 
theirs, fhonld ‘much affect us. The defolation of Tie 
fo many houfes is a fad. fight, butthe ruine of fo a8 
many families as this fire hath ruin’d, is yetafad- ome 
der confideration.: Surely. it hath fallen heavy}... 
both upon rich and poor, rich men in the.lofs off  ; 
their eftatés, poor meni the lofs of their friends.§. 
The rich man hath lof his talent,and the poor manfy, ;, 
hat’: loft his fteward that improved it for him inal... 
way of relief and charity. il 

_ Is 4enot worth our.adding, and throwing into}, 4: 
the ballance, that this Jofs by fire trod upon the h F 
heels of two other. sreaterlofles, viz. By war andj... , 
peitilence;the latter of which, not only diminifhed},”,. 
our eftates; but, (which was worfe) deprived us off). 
near and dear relations ; yea, moreover that this! 
judgement came before the other. two were gone,s 

or either of them, for is not the fword yet drawny 
and’ doth not the peftilence {till devour? fo that}, 
thefe three judgements have appeared together! q 


2 na 
MU 


like three terrible Comets or Blazing-ftars threat-f 
ning utter deftrudion, and God hath come ontf’ 
againit'us riding as it were upon three feveral§’” 
dreadfal ‘horfés, black, red and pale, to allude tog” 
what is{poken in the Revelations: And as for whath. 
concerns mens eftates, it is well known that thel.-" 
{word and: peftilence in feyeral years hath not fo. *' 
much exhanfed them, as this fire did within afew le 
davs. . . i 
Meerly to avoid tedioufnefs I fhall here add butg 
two things touching Londun’s tofs (though other-| : 7 
wife much more might be added) oneis, that it 1s fl 
Invaluable, and tlie other that inthe eye of reafon} ee 
it is Irreparable. Itis in the farft place Ineftimablea™ 
namely; how great the lofs is for the prefent, but ! 
: moré 


| Pall ages of the late dreadful Fire; 17 


| More efpecially what fad produéts 8& confequence® 
it may draw after it, for the future, whither the tay! 
of the Comet (asI may call it) may reach. Itisa 
— common, and I believe a true faying, amongi{t the 
op Lufterers by this fire, that they have loft fo much 
Mthat they themfelves cannot tell what they have 
ag loft. Only he that can tell the number of the Stars, 
‘and call them all by their names, doth know what 
ithe fum total of thislofsis, and what are all the 
Particulars of it, and what influence this Judgement 
may have upon the times to come ; for certain it is 
ithe children which are yet unborn will in time fare 
the worfe for it. Who can eftimate how greata dam- 
fase and confufion will arife firft and laft from 
dy gone Dranch of this loffe viz. the burning of Bills, 
in af 20Uds, Leafes, Conveiances, Books of Debts, and 
saafecompts, and other Writings of great confe- 
"hence , which was all that many men had to 
‘ah Be for the greateft patt of their Ettates ; what 
veg OUCENtion and confution this one lofs may pro- 
irepd (UCC no heart can conceive ? who knows not ‘that 
., of @per and parchment, fuch as the conten:s thereof 
caf AY be, may be of greater value than Pearls and 
{diamonds ? How many ‘had rather, yea had bet- 
mh Les have loft thoufatds of pounds, than fome few 
1, af Beets of paper, that went tofeed thofe flames ? 
ea ) fire ineftimably dear ! O lofs unvaluable,Could 
mais lofs be repaired the matter were not fo 
Wl reat, butit either is or feems to be itrepairable 
“uhal leaftwife in the memory of any man now liv- 
“tout toe 90 that we may here take up the fame com- 
wm Hlaint which the prophet did,Lam.2.1 3.7 hy ‘ receh 
tt great like the Sea, Who can heal thee? Or as he 
rcill ef. 2.0. 1 5. Why crieft then for thine cffliilion, thy 
ri orem is racuravle 2? I queftion not the Omnipo- 
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18 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
tency of God, but, according to what is ufual 
with God to doin the world, we cam none of us 
expec to fee that breach made up in many years; | 
which was made upon London in afew dayes. Now | 
pucall thefe things together, and then tell me if : 
his heart be not harder then the nether Milftone, — 
that can fee what London hath fuffered, and not | 
mour1 with a very great mourning. If fo a maze= | 
ing a Judgement will not. awaken mem they’ } fret 
are like to fleep in their fecurity, till they come § ful 
to wake in Hell, where none can fleep ; for the Fw fr 
(moke of their torment afcendeth continually, and J 
they have no reft day nor night. | 
But are there any thac call themfelves Englifh- ] mit 
men,that donot only not mourn over, but rejoyce 4 pard 
and tciumph in the deftrnéton of London? Let them 4 fic) 
believe themfelves to be legitimate if they can 5. at J tt) 
fea(twife let them not think , that others will ever § (inj 
believe that there is one drop of true EnglifhBlood } oy 
runningin their veins : Or let the parents. of their | y ji 
Bodies be who they will, Iam fure that imanother } iy 
fenfe they are of their Father the Devil,eand ‘his i), 
works they do.Jf there could have bin mirth inHlell] jin, 
there would have been rejoycing there at the firing be 
of London, as there is in heaven at the Converfion} ne 
of afinner. How worthy were they to have dan=}, 5 
ced inthofe flames, whi \¢ if any fuch be ). have bi 
funs and danced at the xemembrance offi i, 
them 2? | tol 
But whataf fome noc only,-rejoyce in this be-}), 
ing done, buthad the heart to do it? How, fong fy, 
was it e’re I could believe there was.any fuch}).», 
Montter inthe World ? till I heard of one con-jj, 
viéted for the fame, and that by his own fenfiblef, 
and, perfevering Confeflion. Lord , What mifs) 
7 | f chier§ 
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Pajjages: of the late dreadful Fire. 19 
chief ‘have they done? Is there any factifice far 
their fin?’ One would think,if there were. no Hell, 
God would prepate one on purpofe, for {uch 

i mifcreants , to burn them in, who have burn’e 
up the Effates and Livelihoods of fo many thou- 
fands. But, Lord, thou knoweft it is not my defire 
they fhould, nor isitmy opinion, that the blood 
of Chrift, laid hold on by faith, is not able to 
fave their fouls. And oh! Though their bodi 
fhould be given as meat to the fowles of the air, 
or fewel to temporal flames, yet that their fouls 


| might be delivered from the wrath to come! .. Let 
| them rely upon no pardon from that triple crow- 
lilt ned blafphemer of Rome, who cannot fo much as 
‘nj pardon hisown fins, and it is well the (light of 
| fuch men ‘confidered , and how they hold the 
| truth inunrighteoufneffe ) ifthey be not unpar- 


| donable. He that cheats men into fin, lethim not 
| cheat them into Hell, by caufing them to reft up- 
| on his mock indulgences , who is ealie enough 
| to pardon fuch peccadilloes inhis account, as are 
| the burning of Proteftant Cities, yea, can be wil- 
| ling to enroll them amonsft his Saints. I-con- 
| fefs a red letter would do well before their 
| names, but onely intoken of blood and cruelty. 
But, Lord, I'defire to look higher, than thofe in- 

® ftrumentsof our late fire, even unto thee. Thou 

¢ OB haftfet us on fire round about, and oh that we 
B could Jayit toheart as becometh us. We would 

® holdour peace, becaufe thou, Lord, haft done i. 
If thou hadit fo pleafedLondon might have beenlike 

y LR the Bath, which did burn, but was not confumed; 
¢ col | bur thou didft give it up to the flames : Lord, 
col at what.a’ rate hath London, yea England finned 
i that thou hattthus pynifhed it? Thou dof many 
B 2 times 
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20° Medztatiows upon all the Remaykable 

times punifh men leffe than their fins ‘deferve, but 
never more. Which of us have not contributed 
by our iniquities, to this as well as to other judge- 
ments? Which of us have notcaufe tofay, Lord | 
forgive us, that by our fins we have infected Lon- | 
don and England with a devouring Plague, that | 
we havehelpt to embroil it in a confuming War, | 


yea, that we have had our hands as by way of de- @ pri 


merit in kindling the late-Fire, which burnt Lon- | 
donto the ground. 


MEDITATION. TI. 


| Upon fight of the Weekly Bill for London fice the 


Fire. 


VV Ith how fad a heart have Iread that Bill, 
finding but fixteén Parifhes within the wals | 
now pretended to, and confidering with my felf | 
by how great a Synecdoche fome of thofe Parifhes | 
do at this day. go bytheir former names? Ie is 
that figure, which putsapart for the whole (yea 
a {mall part too) the compounding Figure as I may 
callit, that takes as it were, five fhillings or half 
a Crown for a pound ) which alone warranteth 
us to call London, London till, and feverail pari- 
fhes ( faid to be now ftanding ). by the names 
which they did bear formerly. The unjaft Stew- 
asd, Luke 16. 7. ufed fubttraStion ; onely where 
a hundred was owing he bid them fet down fifty, 
but we (as.if that were to be mote juft) pro- 
ceed by way of multiplication fetting down a 
a hundred for ten or twenty. Weviewour Ci- 
ty asit were through a microfcope, which repre- 
fents the leg of a Flea fo big, as ifit were thes | 
; leg. 
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| Teg of fome creature far bigger than its whole 
Body. So might wecall a fometimes great and 
famous Inne, the Crown or Miter, as it was for- 
| merly called, ‘though burnt down to the propor- 
tion of a Cottage, becaufe thefign and lign poft 
| are ftilltobe feen, and there is yet fome {mall 

part of the old Building. Is it not rather the 
| Epitome of Lozdon, whichwe now have than Lon- 
don itfelf, as if the abridgement of a Book in 
Folio ( be it Aquinas his Summes or any other 
fuch) fhould go by the name of Aguinashis Sums 
( Or what other name it bore in Folio ) when 
contracted into.a {mal Manual or Pocket-Book. It 
is London in fhort, hand, fuch as might®contain 
the Decalogue within the compafle of a fingle 
penny, rather than foat length if yet we may-cal] 
it London. 

Is it not rather Londons Remains,and Ruins , its 
Urn and Afhes than London it felf? Soa Burgefle 
or two in Parliament ftands fora whole Town, 
a Knight or two for a whole Shire, fo Lords Spi- 
tual and Temporal .write themfelves, Loxdon, 


In | Yorke, Lincoln, Canterbury, asif they were whole 
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| Citiesor Towns, being indeed but fingle and in- 
| dividual perfons. Methinks 't isas if Fudah and 
| Benj. m:n were called J/rzel, being indeed but two 
Tribes of Twelve : Nor amI {feffe affected with 
that dolefull parenthefis in two fhort words (dix. 
Now ftanding ) How am I putht with the two 
horns of that parenthefis, putting me upon this 
dilemma, that I know not whether more to be 


i" 


| thankfull, that all Lozdox isnot fallen, or More to 
| Tament that fo {mall a part of it is yet ftanding. 


| 


The late Plague gave us to fee and expeé Lone 
| don Without many Inhabitants -( at leaftwife for a 
| B 3 time) 
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22  <Adeditations apon all the Remarkable 


time jbut to fee Londin with but a few. habitations 
was that we never lookt for. We have lately 
known aPlagne, thatlaid thoufands of. Gitizens 
under sround, but who dteamt of a Fire that 
would Jay the City it felf upon the - ground? 
Elear O Heavens, and be, aftonifhed O earth. 
I find as many forts of difeafes in. the Bill now-as' 
ever. They find men ont go whither they. will 


they crowd into Families, that have {carce room git! 


enough coturn themfelves in. \ Death will not 
ipare, (as ifit pitied thofe whom the fire hath not }# 
ipaced:: Mens tabernacles muft go to wrack. as 
well as theix houfes. Butto confine my felfto the fist 
bufinefs* of the fire. | 
Methinks Londenat, this day is alively Emblem 
of a,Profeffor fallen from. his firft Love, or ra- 
ther abackfliding Profeflor is juft in fuch acdn- | Hw 
dition as London isat this day. He goes by the | o 
fame name as formerly, but How-far is he from 
eing the fame perfonhe was? How like is he to | 
thofe Churches the outlides whereof are yet ftan- | 
ding; their walls.and fteeples make fuch‘a fair | 
fhow, that they, who fhould view them at a di- 
ftince, would think, they were juft as before ; 
but alas!, Their infides are gone, they: are fit for 
no ufe, yea their very out-fides are fo frail and 
brittle, that ina windy day men, are loth to pafs 
by them’ for fear of being knockt on the head. 
What havock hath fin made.in all’ the faculties of 
fuch men ( which, ifthe Soul may be compared: to 
a City, may be called the feveral ftreets of that Ci- 
ty.) How hath error deftroyed their underftandings, 
it habits their wills and inclinations to good, 
the World confumed their. {piricual affections, 
all thefe things confpired to defolate and. fay «| 
watte. 


= 

b We Paffages of the late dreadful Five. 23 
‘wf watke their Confciences ; and now thofe men 
* hi though called Chriftians @ili (and glorying in that 
ciel name ) lie juft like London in duft, and rubbifh, 
tal and afhes.. OLord, Give England to meet thee in 
“audll the way of thy judgements,by atimely repentance, 
ahi yea give thefe three Kingdomes fo to do, left it 
ltomasf'cometo pafs that hereafter England fhould be cal- 
ey will] led England, and’ Great Britain, Great Britain, and 
ttn} the three Kingdomes fo ; by as great a Synec- 
| doche,- as - the: poor Remains of London are now 
| called London , and the Reliques of fome {treets 
| (faid to be now ftanding ) by the name thofe 
| ftreets had, whenin their beauty and glory. 


OL LOL 


ath hot 


Of f4- MEDITATION LER 
soit} pon the Difcourfes occafioned by the late Fire, both then 
y the and fince.§ 


Ome came to London in the time of the Fire, 
having heard of it (but not feen it ) and pro- 
bably their firft.queition was, Is the Fire out? 
Alas! no, would they fay that anfwered them, It 


a dis | 

foes]: 4S fo far from being out, thatit rageth more and 
fir} more. They that heard it was not out would be 
ind} > asking how far it was gotten) whereabouts it was: 
opal Then would men begin to reckon up the Streets 
aq, | amd Churches that were burnt down already , 
if) Thames {treet is gone, and Fifb ftreet is gone, 
ay. and Gracions Street isdown, and now itis at fuch 
Cif “ea place, and fuch a place, and fo they would pro- 


ceed. Isthe Fire abated would others fay? Isthere 
any hope of extingnifhing it? We fee little tign 
of it would fome reply, Icis feared it will con- 


fame the whole City and Suburbs too. Why: do 
B 4 they 
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they not play their Engines would fome cry? A~j 
Jas they are broken and out of Kelter , we little Md‘ 
expecting fuch a fad time as this. Some it may | ll 
be would fay, Why do fo many. people ftand ga~ js 
zing on, and not run to help? The Fire hath | tne 
now got fuch head and is fo fierce would they fay: | 
that there is no coming near it - But why do | 
they not pull down houfes at a diftance>? that is | 
Jong work would fome reply, and feeing they can- 
MOot.catty away the timber; whenthey have done, § 
it will do bat little good. Do not the Magi-, § ti 
ftrates, would fone fay, beftir themfelves to puta | 
{top to it? It is like they do what they can, but 
they are even at their wits ends, or like mena- 
ftonifhed. They that flood and look’t on would 
cry out, See how it burns Eaftand Weft at the 
fame ‘ime, not onely with the wind, but againgt 
it. Hear how it crackles like“a Fire in thorns; 
Hear what a rattling noife there is with the crack- 
ling and falling of timber. Look you there faith 
another juft now the Fire hath taken this of that 
Church, which alas .is full of goods ,-now it is 
jut come to the Royall Exchange; by and by 
Would they fay, See how prefently fuch a ftately 
houfe was gone, itwas but even now, that it be- 
§an to fires and itis confumed already ; Ohwhat 
a windis here, See how it is as bellows to the 
Fire, or as the breath of the Almighty blowing 
it up. You would wonder to fee how far the 
iparks and coles doe fly. It js firange they do 
not fire all the houfes on the other fide of the wa- 
ter, waere abundance: of them do light. ‘I. can 
think of noting, faith one, butof Sodom and Go- 
merrais when fee this fight. Alas, Alas! cties 
ane, now co] fee fuch a good friends houle fa 
take 
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R Paflages of the latedreadful Fire. 25 
take fire, and, by and by, now'do I fee the honfe 


"elte}|- of another good friend of miné-on fires in that 
ty) houfe,thar you fee now burning dwelt a Brother or 
itd Sifter of mine, or fome other near Relation. O- 
ua) thers would come dropping, in and fay, They 
yl) had ftaid fo long as to fee their own houfés on fire 
Ny do) and then, they cameé-away and Jeft them;. Such 
Wath} as dwell mear.to London and to the Road would 
ci.) ery asthey lay intheir beds, we hear the Carts 
don, | xumbling and pofting by. continually. | Thofe 
Mai. | that were withinthe City, at that time, would 
)pta | €ver and anon: fay to.oneanother, - Did you hear 
0, ba | that noife. There’was a honfe blown up, and 


by and by. there was’ another boufe blown up. 
Would | Others would cry, The fire is now come near the 
ittie | Tower, and if the powder benorremoved, God 
unt |. knowes , what mifchief will be done with that: 
ims; | One while the people would take an Alarm of 
ake | Treachery, and cry-out that the French: were 
Lith | Coming to cut their throats. | 

that Such whofe lioufes the Fire had not yet feized, 
tis | but was haftning towards them, you mutt: fup- 
iby | pofe to have made this their difcourfe, What thal! 
ily | ave do for Carts to carry away our goods ; we 
tbe | have offered: three , four pounds a-foad> for 
ilut | Carts to carry them but two or three miles off, 
te | and cannot have them. One while they cry there 
ing }'4s an order to prevent the -coming in of ‘more 
ie | Carts, it being thoughe that whilit we mind 
to | the faving of our goods, we negleé the put- 
m- | ting out the fire, and now will our houfes and 
a | 800ds burn together, and fo we hall loofe 
jy» | all, Sach as had the opportunity to convey their 
es | $00ds, asfar asthe fields and no farther. How 
if did they difcozsfe of the hardfhip they mutt fsa 
ke : er- 
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dergoe, if they fhould leave their goods, they | 


would be ftollen, if they thould ‘ook to them | 
themfelves ( asmany had no body elfe to do it | 
for them ) they mmuft’ have but ‘little fleep, 
aad acold open lodging, and what if it: fhould | 
tain ? And fome we may imagine‘were difcour-_ 
fing, what they and theirs fhould do} their hou- | 
fes and} goods being: burnt, where they fhould | 
B vent 


put their fheads as. having neither: money nor 
friends, at leaftwife fo near that they knew -how 


They had buta month or a weektoreckon,and this 
had frighted them almoft out of their wits, fo 


did never look to go out their full time: Others, 
it is like, would fay, They were fo ill with the 


fright they had taken, thatthey thought verily ic | 


would kill them, or that they fhould never come 
to themfelves whilft they lived. Would not o- 
thers again report of fome here and there, who 
by? venturing too much in the Fire, or ftaying 


too long to bring ‘away their goods, had loft their. 


lives and perifhed inthe flames? 

Neither were all fad difcourfes exftinguifhed 
with the fire: For fince that time it hath been the 
manner of Friends, as they met to ask fome ac- 
compt of the lofleseach of other. Pray what loft 
you, faith one, by the Fire? I loft: the honfe I 
lived in, faith one, which was my own, or as good 
asmy own by virtue of along Leafeand a great 
Fine. J loft my honfes and goods 5 faith another. 


Oty 
one | 
faith 
jolt 
mea 
nevel 
ing t 


Byte 
to get to them. Thefe were but fome of thofe | 
dreadfull ftories that men and women: talkt of: I 
could tell you how women withchild would fay, | 
Bort 
4 Fite 
that they found it would go very hard with them., 
Others again would fay, They were but fo many | 
weekes gone, but were fo difturbed, that they | 


hots 
Hist 
lel ol 


Who 
mout 
cmtp 


B uke: 
B dont 
A our b 
B bath 
a own 
A cant 
A what 
Buhl 
to 


Lan 


Paf} ages of the late dreadful Fire. 27 


I loftto the value 6ftwo thoufand pounds, faith 
one, I four : 1; fix, faith another. I> have Jolt the 


\f ‘one half of whatLhad faith one: I have lof alf 


faith another, Jam burntto my very fhirt.| Thave 
| lof more: than all, faith a third, for I by’ this 


meanes ain leftin.a great deal of debt, that I thal! 
o 


‘} never be able to pay, I had many things belongs- 


(an ie ‘ ° 
| ing to. orher ‘men: committed to me; which are 


; 
ters 


th the 


nly it § 
come § 


{wept away. Saith another Iam not only undone 
my felf,but fo many of my Children and near Re- 
lations , itmay be all of them are undone by this 


Fire, as)well’as ‘my felf. But Ineed to fay the 
lefs of this , becaufe every dayes converfe- will 


or may, tell us, what_men_talk fince the difmall 
Fire of and concerning it. O Lord, I fee thou 
who canft puta Song of deliverance into our 


| mouths when thou’pleafett, canft alfo fill us with 


complaints and Jamentations when thou wilt, and 
make our own tongues, as-it were tofall upon us, 
how thou cantt make'us' out of the abundance of 
our hearts, to fpeak fuch things as will terrifie 
both ourfelves ‘and others ,‘\and ‘caufe both our 
own ears and theirs to tingle, how ealily thou 
canft find us other difcourfe than to ask and tell 
what newes is ftirring ( for who regarded news 
whilft'thefe things were in agitation) who feemed 
to mind what became of affairs either by Sea or 
Land ? T fee how eafily thou canit imbitter 
oux Converfe one with another, and make 
us fpeak fo as to break each others hearts, 
that ufe to delight -and refrefh each other by their 
pleafing conferences and communications, fothat 


folitude may become leffe affitive , than that 


good company, which was wont tobe very ac- 
ceptable. Would not our ongues rife up in 
’ if judge- 
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judgement againft us, if we fhould ever forget the §! 
fad {tories we have told of thy mot heavy hand | 
upon us? Seeing thou haft thus feafoned ony 
communication , as it were with falt, and falted : 
it, as it were with fire, fhall that which isrotten | , 
and! unfavoury proceed out of our mouths from 
henceforth ? Let usremember, what we faidto | 
others, and whatothers faid tous, that we may py! 
never be unmindfull of what thou halt done both i 

to usand them; we have fpoken with fad coun- | 
tenances andjwith aking hearts. Oh that by the | oe 
fadneffe of our countenances our hearts mightbe | 
made better. 


MEDITATION Iy. 


“pon the difboneft Carters, who exatted exceffive 
| «Rates. 


Is there a Confcience in men, or is there none? 
Or is there fome fuch thing in Pagans and Infi- 
dels , butno fuch thing in Chriftians? or is there 
@ Confcience in the Chriftians of other parts, 
but none in Englifhmen 2 Or is there fome in o- 
ther Englithmen, but none in plow-men, and Car- 
ters, atleaftwife inthe moft of them, who came 
tohelp theLondoners away with their s0ods in 
the time of the Fire? Whatfoever there be ino- 
ther men, there feems to have been no fuch thing 
in them + witnefs their plowing, as they did, up- 
on the backs of poor Citizens, and making ton 
furrowes. in the time of their utmot Cala- 
mity. Londoners have been Slad fometimes, — 
if they could get but one in ten of their broken - 
Chapmen, but you, when you faw a fire thar was 
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like to break hundreds of Citizens, would have 

| | tens for one ; _ five pound for fo little work, as ten 
t yl fhillings, if not five, would have been taken for at 
dle another time. Let it not be known in Gath: never 
‘ttten)) let Papift, or Turk, or Jew, read this paper,where- 
S fom | by to tek what you have done : They would 
| think it were never poffible , to go to heaven in 

} your Religion. Who can believe you tobe fo 
much, or fo good as meer men? For can there be 

a man without humanity ? © The Apoftle faith, He 

| ts not a Few that is a Few outwardly, and may I not 

| fay, Heis nota Man that isa Man ontwardly, but 

| he that hath. the tender heart and bowels of a man. 

As there are, VVolves in Sheeps cloathing , (as our 

| Saviour fpeaks) fo, Are there not evil Angels ap- 
pearing in the fhape of Men? Did you do as you 
would be done by ( which is the Rule of Juttice ) 

| when you feemed to vie with the fire it’s felf, 

| which fhould be moft cruel, you orit? It gave 

| moft men {pace to carry away their goods, you 

-} might have given them opportunity to have 
hee } done it, and would not, but upon moft unreafo- 
nabletearms, fuch as many were not able to come 

~} up to. Should Landlerds, knowing you cannot 

- | live without ground to work upon, make you pay 
ten times fo much Rent as it is worth, How would 

| you curfe them, and be ready to call them Bapti- 
zed Jews, Uncircumcifed Turks, or other names, 

s | asbadasthofe; and fuchas I dare not call you, 

| (whatfoever you deferve) as remembring, how the 

b Aarch-angel durft not lring a railing accufation aguinft 
the Devil himfelf, bat only faid, The Lord reluke 

| thee, Judethe goth. Were any of you dangeroufly 
fick, and in great extremity, and being fo, thould 

| {end for the only Phylician' near-at hand, and. he 
fhould 
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fhould refufe to.come, though it were to-fave yourt 
life; unlefs you would give him ten Fees for ones 

would you not go nigh to ufe that rude Proverb, 
concerhing him, wx» That he would get the Devil 
and all?and would you not think,that one good an-' 
gel might be better to him, than ten evil ones (and_ 
juchyare all that are ill gotten)? © Were your. 
Wivesin fore Travail, and but’ one Midwife to be 

had, that were able to deliver them; and’ fhe, 


knowing their meceflity to make ufe of her, fhould 9)" 
fo far work upon it, as to capitulate for as many | ™ 


poundsas fhe ufed to havethillingsjor ele, give our, | 
that, for her, mother and child fhould both perith 


together : How would you make the Countrey | 


ring of the favage cruelty of foextorting a Mid- 4" 
wilee If you had ‘urgent occation for money, |) 
and fome biting Ufurer, knowing of it, fhould | 


make you, directly or indire€tly, to pay twen- J! 


ty or thirty pound per Cent. how would you take 
on at him, and clamour upon him ? Such 
was your dealing with poor Londoners in the day 
of their diftrefs, F 

As the taging Sea, when men are: in danger of }“ 


being caft away, will have a great part of their. | 


lading caft into her lap, or not fuffer them to ride 
fafe ; oras Thieves, do make men buy their lives 
at a great rate, which they ought nevertheleffe to 
fave,and fuffer them to enjoy free-coatt ; or, as the 
Devil hinifelf, when he offers his affiftanice to men 
in their great ftra slits, exa@s that of them for 
his pains, which is more worth than the whole 
world’, ¢iz, Their Souls ; requiring to be paid 
manifold more than his work comes to : Such 
was the equity you ufed towards diftreffed Citi- 
zens in the time of the fire, (Cas if you had on : 
ews J 
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| Jews and they Samaritans.) There was a Sama- 
sitan himfelf, who when he faw a ftranger that had 
been robb’d, and wounded  .and half-dead, had 
-compaffion on ‘him, bound up his wounds, paid 
# for his lodging , took care of him, Lake 10 33. 
‘wi Surely you are no akin tothat good Samaritan; you 
| took from them whom the fire had robbed before: 
you made their wounds bleed afrefh with your 
| unkindnefs ; you even killed thofe outright with 
| your cruelty, whom firejgand grief, and fear had 
| made half dead before. 
|. Did you ever read that Text ffs 28. 2.: where 
Paul faith, The barbarons people fhewed us nolittle 
 Rindneffe 5 for they kindled a fire, and received us 
everyone, becaule of the prefent rain, und Lecaufe of 
tthe cold. -This did Barbarians to ttrangers, when 
expofed but to rain and cold, which is nothing 
| like fo dangerous as fire: but what you Carters, 
called Chriftians, did to men of your own Nati- 
| on, and of your own Religiom, the world knows 
too well: as if you, indeed, had been the Bar- 
barians: and they that P-#/ {peaks of had been 
Chriftians. Will not the Chriftian-like carriage 
of thofe Barbarians judge the barbarous carriage 
of you Chriitians ¢ if Imay focall you) ? Haye 
you never read thofe. words, 1 Cor..6. 10. Ex 
tortioners hall not inherit the Kingdome of God 2 nor 
| thofein 1 Thef.4.6. Let no man go beyond or de~ 
| fraud bis brother in any matter, becaufe the Lord is 
| the avenger. of all fuch. Quit yourfelves, if you 
can, from having been Extortioners, and: fuch. as 
have defrauded and gone beyond others. . I doube 
not in the leaft, but this was.a real thefe in the 
| fightof God : You think it was not, becaufe they 
| .confented and contracted to give you fomuch ; But 
{e 
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fo may a man confentto deliver his purfe to a high- 
way man, that threatneth , if he do‘not fo, he 


will have his-life : -Doth that make it notheft on itt 


his part that takes ite’ A man may confent to | 


that whichis'a real injury to himfelf, to avoid a @iy! 
greater than that; all that can be faid,is, Noman @ 


can be forced, if he confent. Volenti non fit violentiay 
istrue, but not Molenti non fit injaria. If you have | 
not wronged the poor Citizens, whether with or | 
againft their confent#® (as it was partly both ) 
never were men wronged. How many, think 
you, did lofe all, or the moft of their goods, be- 
caufe they had not wherewithall to give thofe 
unreafonable rates which you demanded, - who yet 
could and would have honeftly paid youas much 
as you: in reafon and confcience could have -de- 
manded for the removal of their goods. Will 
not the great'God, think you, place the lofs of 
thofe goods, and the undoing of thofe poor fami- 
lies to your accompt? . Therefore, O Countrey 
men (honeft Countreymen I mutt not call you till 
you better deferve it) let my advice be accepta- 
ble to you’: Blufh for what you have done, re- 
pent, reftore, make fatisfaction to the full. What 
you have gorten in that way ( unleffe itbe fuch *of 
you as ventured your own lives,or the lives of your 
beatts, by going near the fire ) will never thrive 

with you, yea, may prove a moth and canker to 

all you. have befides.. Whowere the large con- 
tributers to all: Briefs, when your Towns and 


-Honfes were at any time burnt, but thefe very Ci- 


tizens, whom you have ufed thus unkindly? If 
fire fhould happenin your thatch, which may eafi- 
ly be, (and which you have provoked God to fend) 
how-dearly would you mifs that City which ae 

| lave 
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‘tit. B have fo inhumanely opprefled ? You that have not 
i |pitied Londoners, pity your own fouls; and re- 
‘iPmember that true faying, Unjuft gain: is not re- 
at t9 ‘mitted, ( that 185 forgiven ) unleffe, intentionally 
‘Oda by thofe that. cannot, and aétually by thofe that 


Ly 


‘oti can, reftitution be made. I 
Went i: 
NI have Hi 
ith of f MEDITATION VY. i 
both toon thofe that fiole what the} could in the time of th Tt 
think |. Fire. Tk 
i, bes | : 
thle | {I> fhould feem: it was not enough for Londoners Mf 
w yet |.) tov have their houfes confumed by firé, and their i. 
uc) | faces Srownd by unconfcionable Carters, demand- a 
ed | ins half as much for carrying away their goods, as EE: 
i! | fome of them were worth - (yea, ten times fo much Se aA | 
iv of } as was their due) but; as‘a- farther aggravation of i 
nis | their, mifery, God was pleafed to. give London, as Sue 
nuey | he gave Fzcol,tothe fpoil and‘as he gave//r-ael to the | : 
util | tobbers. How many, under pretence of refcning He 
t+ [their neighbours goods out of the fire, carried yh 
@ | themyaway for altogether, (as if all things now had un 
Wha} been common, becanfe the fire had broken down rE 
choi | mens inclofures’): Was this your: kimdneffe to ba i 
yor | your friends 2. Was this the pity’thar fhould ‘ig 
nie | be fhewed to them that are in mifery? I have i 
rt) Pheardindeed of Fanizaries, (that is, Turkish Soul- ie 
wn Pdiers), that when fireshave been in Conftantinople, 1 
ad | Would fall to plundering ; “but, are you Turks ? qi 
(¢ |Some living, upon the Sea-coaft, may, perchance, i 
ff } ain now and then by facks, bringing rich goods ; 


‘to their hands; but then, it is prefumed, the 
/owners are calt away, orcannot beknown. They 
fay, fome Nurfes; that ufe to attend on fuch as 
| C have 
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have the plague, are wont to make away all theyiay 


can lay their hands on: but then they flay, till 
the people whofe goods they take, be dead, andj 
have no furthér need of them. ~But you, barbasil 


rous wretches, ftcipt the poor Citizens , beingiiy)), 


yetalive, and likely to live, and to need all they 
had, and more : Do you think much, to be chid 
for what you have done? Afas,- yours is a great 


crime, It is an inignity tole punifbed bythe Fidos, be 


yet, Thad rather'youwould judge your felves ‘for 


it, fatisfie for the wrong you have done, and fo a-| 


void the punifhment both’of God and Men. You | 


make me think of the Eagle, that ftole away a:coal 
from the Altar;: and fired ‘his own ‘nett with :1t.! 
Were they not: fire-brands fnatcht out’ of the fite} 
that you ttole away.? If you continue to keep them! 
in. your Nefts, fure enough they will fet chem. on 
fire; Imean, they will bring a curfe upon all thé! 
rett of ain fab{tance: Yow have done that, which} 


one: would havesthought., 10 omians heart could ust 


ferve hint to hawe done. If other Thievesideferve| 
hanging, you are worthy of a Gallows as high: asi 
Fiman’s, forthe circumftance of time makes’ yours) 


{in-out ot Sh Ged Gethtih Would you offersto be |i 


ive wit 
maski 
he De 


nen. cc 


{tealing when»God was burning ?) Wouldiyou take qrit{ 
fronr thofé; to whom you had more need to- have fren: 
given? Now you are told of your: fault;: be [yt 

not worfe ‘than Zadar himfelf, who, when: ad= Thy 


monfhed but: by his) own ‘confcience ,./ came} 


and brought back- that wages of unrighteoufnefs, ¥hj 
which he had received, wize' The thirty pieces of i 


Siver. Y do-not.advife you, by any unnecefla- 


ry confellion, to bring your felves into dangers Ws 


fo you do every. man “right, what. matter. is ity Riis 
whether they know whovit was that wronged | j;, 


them? } 


| 


f 


Pi hem ?°oIf ever’ God“pdtdon you, fee one:Con- 
‘OWN geron that’mult be performéd by. you'; \Exck, 


a fee 1% If the wicked reftore the- pledge, Live “an 
Vithil agin ‘that he babh. robbed 3 helfhall: farely' tive ,. he . 


“ball not dye. 

| | 
a Steal MEDITATION VI. 
‘¢pon ‘unconfeionable Landlords; demanding exceffiv® 
“ESO OBines and “Rents, jince the Fire. 
110 a 
a, You [Sit agood Rule, that men may take as much as 
yacoil) “ever they.can get, for fuch things as men.cannot 
wittitfiive without? Surelys that is the Rule yougo by; 
tivfite}.in-asking and taking fuch vat Fines and Rents for 
epttea) she houfes you lett. By that Rale, if-fome few 
leno) men. could be fuppofed to have-all the Corn in 
|England iti their hands, they might fell. itsfor’ifive 
which) pounds abufhek: for men, would give it, if they 
:culibad wherewithail, rather than be withoutbread, 
teenel which is the ftaffe of life :. But how would: you 
lista cuefe therhithat fhould ferve:you for You feeny 
esjoit} to-haye «made a‘Covenant with*fire, (as fome aré. 
tobe (aid to haye done-with deaths Jf. 26.11 Fx) and 
oitdeh with famies-(-as. others iwithhell) to be atana- 


fo ttid re, 

Y pane 
Is an 

ag, ee } 


ntuepgreement, that if an ovérflowing fcourge fhould, 


, bppafte thorough; it might ‘notchust you, :as who 


ey af fhould fay, If your houfes.be burnt hereafter, yet. 


-candithey arepaid for fuch Fines may be fuficient to 
lid build chemi again =: «Methinks , 1 hearcth¢ great 
ins God Laying, Nir Covenant fhall be difannulled, and 
cella your Agreement flall.not ftand , when the overflowing 


» (stl by it, as itisy verfe 18.. Like the builders of Bro, 
sl you feem tohave. been railing a Tower, to fortifie 
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sooei (oontrge fall: paffe though, yon foall be trodden doon 
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your felves againft heaven, but God will confounill jit 
your Languages. |» Would you anticipate the remyett 
building of the City, by. obliging men alwayes ti 
remain in the Suburbs? I with, it may not be faid OMe, | 
you in a bad fenfe. ( what the Pfalmift: fayes of g hed f 
‘thers ina good) that Yuu take plealure in the Lonel si 
of London (as they of Zion) and favour the a) Ee 
thereof, Pfalm 102. £4. becaufe-its rnine hath 
been your rife. . I doubt not, but, the Fines youpij/ 
have taken, and the’ Rents. you have agreed for 
will be the undoing of many a poor Family, thatijjij) 
but forthofe exaSions, might have made a thife COB fh» 
live:  Pollibly, all the gains of your Tenants, (tra-§ 
ding being fo dead as itis, and is liketo be ) willfina’ 
fcarce pay for the houfés they live in yoand if {0.85}! yy 
wherewithal! fhait'tlrey arid theirs fubfift? Merl), 
mutt have meattoveat, and clothes to wear, as well 
houfes-20. dwell in: but your rack+Rents, and 
more,than rack Fines, do eat the very bread out 
of eieir mouthes.’ When I think of the Fire, the! 
Carters, the Pilférers, «and you extorting Lands! 
Ioéds, Icannot but recount, whatis faid, Joel 1, 4) 
Lhat which the palm®-worm hath left, bath rhelocufb: 
Jeatens ‘aud that which: the locuft bath lefts hath ‘thal, 
canker-worm eaten: aad that which the canker-worni 4... 
| bath left, hath the carervifler eaten. How contra= i, 
“ry have yowbeen to Jefus Chritt, who impoverifhed I, 
himfelf to make others rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9, whereas. § 
you -havé» inrichtsyour: felves by making others’ ea 
poor. You have handled the poor City,! as’ thé | Ch 
Sybils. axe faid to have done their Prophecies, whem jy... 
they had burnt the greateft pare of them, asking f. 
as sreat a price for the Remains, as they did at.J... 
rit for the whole Book :. what. ever reafon they Fy, 
had for that, I am fure you have none. for. this. 9, 
| Ruminate | 


|, Paffages'of the late dreadful Five: 37 
““eXuminate, I béfeech you, upon one Téxt I ‘thalf 
i». pllame to you, (with others of like nature) ahd then 
“HE you think fit to keep all the Fitiés you have ta> 
tte, jen, and to take all the Rent you have contra- 
ted for, give me leave to think, that your hearts 
lo ftand in'tio awe of Gods Word ; The place I 
_MBhean, is,;Zach. 2.9, 10,11. Woe to bim thut co- 
 smeteth an evil Covetoufhe/s to hishonfe, that he may fet 
lis weft on high, that he may be delivered from the pow- 
wt Mat of evils Thom haft confulted fbame to thy felf, thor 
1 Malafe finned againft thy (owl, For the frine {hall cry out 
Af the wall, and the beam ont of the simber Jha'l an- 
wer it. If you will not believe, try at your peril, 
it that faying of Chiift be not true, viz. that Zt 
108 orf] profit aman nothing to gain the world and hfe 
! Mis own foul. 


MEDITATION Vit. 
Upon the burning doin of many Churches, 


Heit men aré better informed, and leffe 
| under the power of prejudice, they will 
Mot be offended, at calling thofe places by the 

ame of Churclies, where people meet together 
‘Tor the publick worfhip and fervice of God, though 
ihe living Temples of God; ( or,the faithful meet- 
Hing together for fuch ends and purpofes) are in 
steateft ftriGineffe and propriety of fpeech called, 
the Church, or {ome patt of the Church of Chritt, 
which is his Body, each Béliever a member of it, 
and himfelf the Head. Theréisa Figure in Rhe- 
torick ( and fuch as we caiv hardly {peak without) 
‘pwhich puts things containing , for the things con- 
:thiifitained ; and if the Holy Ghoft himfelf do ufe that 
nite C 3 Fireug 
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38 © Afeditations upon all the Remarkable .. 
Figure,l am fure we ought not to quarrel. with iti 
know.notwho can affure us, that the Scripture doth” 
not fpeak, by that Figure,.when it faith, Cor. ry" 
22. Have ye not Honfes to eat and drink: in, or deft 
pife ye the Church of 'God 2. But not te:contend ag!" 


bout words, I. look ypon.itasa great mifery,: thai?” 


the. places called by, that-name, are fo generally)" 


éemolithed. , He that thall look uponthem, bu”) 
as great ornaments,to the places where they ftood,j|", 


or, as ftrong and ftately.. buildings , that migheh 


have been employed tomany good ufes; or at mofk) " 


but'as ‘places, where firft. and laft, many fervent)" 
prayers have been offered to God, ‘marty: religions} 


aflemblies have met together, many excellent and| i Wl 
converting Sermons have been preached, if-he be| for f 


conliftent with himfelf, cannot but bewail, that) ™” 


they are now made a ruifians heaps Mott fober} 
men do think, there were fome good and ufefull ot 
lights, fhining to the vety: laft, in thofe Candles} ™: 
iticks ; and for their fakes, I with, (if the will off 


God had been fo) that thofe Candlelticks mis ee 
yet have flood; as alfo for the hope I-had; thar Gadi] ! 


in his.good time, might have thrutt forth many)} 


more faithful labourers into thofe Vineyards (if| " 


I may focal, them.) Where now,within the ra 


walls of thatssfometimes famcus City, can huns 
dreds and thonfands. meet together, to-reap the 
benefit of one and: the fame Sermon? I fay,~in 
how few places can it now be done. (as formerly) 
with .egnvenience and :fafety ?. We read of three 
thoufand fouls added. to the Church: by one of 
Peters Sermons, -Aits 2. 14.) But, where riow 
could: a.fitth. part of that number. with freedome 
and allowance conyerfe together in order to fuclia | 
purpafe?. How.many-idle perfons are there like’ | 

: é (9 


} 
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ihelonbe in fields and “alehoufes on the Lords day, 
inder pretence they have no Churches to go to? 

uf What avait charge and trouble willit be, to re- 
sv im build thofe Churches, or many ‘of them , - which, 
atend if ever London come to be it’s felf again, and Re- 
*), ti ligion in any requelt (as God forbid it fhould be 
oem otherwife) mult, and will be done. How ‘for- 
en, i lorn would London have lookt, if all its Churches 
lhad been burnt; though all private houfes had been 
om yet ftanding ? I dare not give thofe reafons, that 
| fome would do,why thofe Churches were burnts 1 


at Mo 
favo dare not fay, we may~do as well without them as 


ig withthem. . What: reformed Church ‘is there in 
nn the whole world, that hath notfuch places as thofe 
| for’ publick worfhip , and that is not careful to 
| maintain and uphold them? » I wifh every private 
| -houfe werea Church, (as Pas! Saintes the Church 

that was in their houfe, viz. in the houfe of Aguila 


nil and Prifcilla,Rom. 16. 5,) and_yet I with there 
were Churches every where belides thote in pri- 
vate houfes. “What if the blind zeal of Papifts 
did build many of thofe Churches, were they not 
converted-to a better ufe> I thitik they could.no 
i. (4 more infufe evil into thofe places, than others can 
'E real and: intrinfical holinefs. The Cenfers of 
Korab and Dathan (howfoever they abufed them ) 
were not caft out of the San€tuary, but made into 
broad plates, as a covering for the Altar, Namb. 16. 
38, Thedeftruaion of Churches. is pleafing to 
faw mefy but thofe. who have outrun the fobri- 
ety of Religion, and, who have made’ fuch hatte 
out of Babylon,. that, (as one faith) they are run 
beyond Jerufzlem. If fome Minitters, by the fire 
of their paflion, or other provoking fins, “have 


helpt: to burn the Churches, they did, ‘ot fhould 
C4 have 
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40° ~ Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
have preacht in over their heads; and if fome, | 
that were, or fhould have been hearers 5 have 
done the like, the Lord forgive them, they know} 
not what'they have done. But may I, or mine} 
(if God fo pleafe) live’ to fee London rebuilt, 
Churches re-édified, by the zeal and piety of Pro- | 
teitants , every Congregation furnifhed with a | 
faithful Pattor , every Candleftick filled with a. 
burn’ng and fhining light, all divine Ordinan- | 
ces purely adminiftred, all places for publick wore | 
{hip greatly and cheerfully frequented, all good 


Chriftians united in the fervice of God 3 then, 79 te 


though our n@w ftru@ures thould never be fo. | 
Sreat and magnificent, as our old ones were, we «| 
thall eatily acknowledge, that. the glory of our 


fecond Temples , .is far sreater than was that of 
our firft. 


- 


J4LEDITATION VIII. 
Hpon the burnin ig multitudes of Books of all forts. 


VV the Prophet fpeaks in. another cafe, 
| Habbak, 3.8. Was the Lord difpleafed a~ 
gainft the Rivers 2 Was thine anger atainft the Ri- 
vers 2? Was thy wrath againft the Sea? Y may hete 
allude to, and fay, Was the Lord difpleafed a- — 
Saint the Books? Was his anger againft the | 
famous Libraries that were burnt? I doubt Not, 
- but there were many Books amonsit them,-fit for 
noth‘ns. but the fire, viz. wanton Poems, idle 
Romances, prophane Comedies; lying Legends , 
heretical Treatifes , {candalous» and. pernicious 
Pamp'lets, but were they all fuch? Ie had then 
been a good tiddance, and this fire had Presed 
pi ao sig fe 


Pafjages of the latedreadful Five. 4 
| the beft Zndex Expurgatorins, that ever wase But 


ha 
) alas ! Who knows not, that better Books were 


/ not exzantin the whole World. than were thom 
| tands of thofe, which this Fire confumed, and a- 
| mongft the reft an innumerable company. of . Bi- 
bles, the beft of Books. I can hardly forbear ex- 
poftulating as Alraham did, Gent 3.434 Lord; Wilt 
thou deftriy the Righteons with the Wicked? Thow didht 
| do fointhis cafe, and yet. wert certainly righte- 
ous in. what thou didft. Good Books. are made 
| forus, and for our fakes too, they were deftroyed; 
| they had not offended, but we; We: by our fins, 
| make the whole Creation groan, and fuljtt it to 
| vanity.) 

|. Who can fufficiently Jament the poor Bookfel- 
| lers more generally undone, by this Fire, than any 
| one fort of men? But Why? No man can tell, 
|. there being'among{t them many honetit and indu- 
ftrious men. But, O Lord, thy Judgements ‘are 
unfearchable, and thy wayes paft finding out : 
| The greatett vifible crime, wherewith.I can charge 
them (and but fome of them neither ) was theie 
printing, and felling fome Books not fitto fee the 
light: One) Fonss difquieted and indangered “all 
that were in the fame fhip, and one Achun trouble 
all Z/rael, and one Leviathan might mifchief an O- 
cean of Books, as we read of the Creature fo cal 
led, Fob. 41.31. That he maketh the Sea to boil 
like a pot, he maketh the deep to boil like a pot of vint- 
ment. Why did ,yOu fet up Dagon by the Ark? 
Scripture and Anti-feripturifme did do ihtogether 
in one and the fame Shop: Bibles at one-end, and 
Atheifticall, books at another : Books of Divinity 
in one corner of your Shops,, and Books of Obfce- 


nity in another :. What was this, bus from the fame . 


Foun- 
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Fountain to fend forth bitter and fweet> This was: | 
like gun-powder put amongft other commodities , 
which hazards the blowing up of all’ the reft, 

‘ This might be the great provocation on your part, 
but,I doubt not,but the loffe came a muchfor their 
fakes, that were Buyers , as'for yours that were | 
Sellers of Books: for the fakes of your Cuftomers, 
(that: either were; or fhould have been.)as much 
as for your own.Some wanted a heart to buyBooks, 
though they could and fhould have done it : others 
bought books enough, bur wanted induftry to.” 
perufe them (and fo anticipated others that would 
have read thofe Books,’ if they had had them, or 
could have gotten them ) Others both bought 
Books and read them, but didnot teo many doit, 
onely for oftentation fake, or ont of curiofity (as | 
defirous to tafte the fruit of theTree of Knowledge © 
both of good and evill’), with delign meerly to in- 
orm, not to reform and amend themfelves there- 
by , or for other fuch low, and -finifter ends? 
In allthis we played the Wantons with our books, 
and Was it not juft with God to take them from 
uss as Parents ufe to take the meat from off their 
Childrens trenchers, when they, fee; they eat out 
of meer wantonneffe ? Put to no better ufes , 
they would but have rifen up againft us inthe day, 
when the Books mentioned, Revelat. 20.1 2. Shall 
be opened , and. the dead judged ont of the things 
iherein contained, 

But, whatfoever the particular caufes of this 
‘Judgement were, fure lam, the lofle of { many 
excellent. books, wag.a sreat blow, both to Reli- 
gion and Learning. We {oft a far greater trea- 
fare: in their worth, than in their price, though 
that alfoamounted toa very great. fum, far furs 
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Paffages of the Late dreadful Fire. 4 
paffing the’ price of! thofe Books of curious Arts , 
{pokenof, Ath. 19.19. Whichitho[e that belreved are 
{aid to have burat,though they reckoned theme worth fifty 
thoufand pieces of jfilver. Alas! What was that to 
four times fifty thoufand pieces: of Gold, which 
fome ‘have’ judged this lofle to amount unto? Who 
feeth not, by this initance, that Books are of a pe- 
rifhing nature, ‘aswell as other ‘things ; he, that, 
by means thereof, would raife to himfelf a lating 
moniiment, may fail of his‘end. He fpake like a 
vapouring Poet,thatfaid, Jamque opus esegi quid non 
Jovis ira nec ignes nec poterunt flamme nec edac «bole- 
revetuftas.. V doubt not but many of thofe Poents of 
his were at this time metamorphofed into flames ; 
and, by the fame reafon, all may be ‘onetime or 

other. Books worth a thoufand of that fuffered in 


the fame flames, “and yet, I think, their fufferings 


not ‘to have been the fame; as is ufually faid, Cane 
duo.faciunt idem, non eft idems fo} Cum duo patiuntur 
idens, non eft idem, is as true. Good books. burnt 
like: Martyrs, Bad-ones like Malefactours :. the 
fortnerafcended up to Heaven; like fweet Incenfe: 
the Jatter like the ftnoke of the Bottomlefs pit. 
As-fome. waters run by each other, and yet mix 
not,'ifo. in a morall fenfe may we judge of theie 
flames, which confumed the good Books, and the 
bad ones. 

Were it notinvain. to with for a refurreétion 
of Books, How fhould: I long to fee it? Ob Ithat 
at leat our forty thoufandBibles might be recover- 
ed again, though all the other books were irre- 
coverably loft; the next Age may be for books, 
though this be all for News. _ But fince, 4 privati- 
one ad bcbitum non datar regreffws ( in this asin 


fome other cafes) fince we can never look for 
them 
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44 Meditatrous upon all the Remarkable 


them again ; let us remember the Italian proverb; - 
which faith, Deliver us from that ian that reads 
but one book intimating, that he, that dothi fo, is 
like to be too hatd for any man, in defending the 
principles of that one Author ) and be thence 
encouraged to read thofe few books that are left us 
over’ and over, fo fhall we find dimidinn plas toto 
to be verified in this cafe, a part, fo improved, 
will do us more good, than the whele had wont 
to do, as one difh, well fed upon, refretheth: us 
more than twenty, that do but glut us with the 
fight and fent of them. Let us take Occafion from. 
this, to acquaint our felves more then ever, with 
thofe four Books, which are of more confequence 
than all the reft, viz. The Book of Création;Provi- 
dence,Scripture, andthat of ourown Hearts and 
Confciences.The multitude of ous other Books may 
have impeded us from looking y fo much as we 
ought, into,thefe; and now they are diminithed,let 
us more then ever delight ourfelves in thefe, and 
meditate therein day and night. If thou didit make 
an Idol of thy books (asfome men did) and doft 
now mourn, for the lofs of them, as Aficha' did for 
the taking away of his gods(Fudges 18. 24.) Confi- 
der,that the beftof knowledge (and that the Scri p- 
ture is fufficient to inftru@ thee in ) is that ,Saint 
John {peaks of , John 17.3. This is Life eternal, 
that they might know thee, the onely true: God 4 and 
Fefus Chrift, whom thon aft fent. 


ME D- 


I __ 
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MEDITATION 1X. 
Upen the burning of the Royall Exchange. 


T is but afew moneths ago, that one, who had 
never feen the Royall Exchange before, would 
have beheld the glory of it with admiration ; as 
one, or more Of the Difciples of Chrift, did the 
Temple of Fera{alem, Matth. 13.1. faying , See 
what manner of ftones and what; manner of buildings 
are here : But, behold , that which Chrift fpake of 
the Temple, faying, Seeftthouthefe great luildingss 
There hall not be left one frone npon another, that shall 
nok be thrown down, is already almoft fulfilled in, 
and upon that ftately Pile, the deftru€tion where- 
of, we little dream’t to have been fo: near at hand. 
Some ftones there are yet ftanding one upon ano- 
ther, but fo, asthat they muft be: taken down, and 
had they fallen, without breaking themfelves, it 
had but faved a labour: What a princely folttn- 
dation. was that Rayal Exchange 2? and of how 
Sreat ufe? Wasnot that the Center in which thofe 
lines met, that were drawn’ from all ‘parts of 
Exrope'? rich Merchants, IJ mean, and other'emi- 
nent Tradef-men and:great Dealers, not onely 
Englifh, but Spanith, French, Dutch, Portugueze, 
Danes, Swedes. Was not the place a little 
Epitomie, or rather Reprefemtative of all Ex- 
rope ( if not of the greateit patt of the trading 
World). renewed every day at ‘fuch a tme, 
and for fo. many: hours 2? As London was the 
glory of England, fo was that Royal Exchange one of 
the -greateit Glories and Ornaments of London. 
There were the Statues of the Kings and Queens 
of 
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47 Pall’ ages of the late ‘dreadful Fire. 
of England {et up, as in tht molt confpicuous and 
honourable place (as well receiving: luftre 
from the place where they ftood,as giving luftre to 
» ite) | | 


How full'of Riches was that Royall Exchange? | 


Rich mén inthe mid ofity rich’ goods ‘borlt Z- 
bove and: beneath: “There menswalk’t upon the 
top of a Wealthy Mine ; confidering, what Ealtern 
Treafures, coitly {pices;'arid fuch like things were 
laid-up inthe bowels (I mean the Cellars )vof 
that Place.’ As for the upper part of it, Wasit noe 
the ‘great “Storehoufe, whence the. Nobility and 
‘Gentry of England were furnifhed with moaft oof 
thofe collly things; wherewith: they® did ado:n 
either their Cloféts or themfelves?: Here, if any 
where, might'aman have feensthe glory: of the 
wotld in a’:moment, as the Devilifhewéd it to 
Chrift froma high mountain 5° ‘What artificial! 
thing could entertain the fenfes.and. fantafies of 
men, that wasnat there to be hadpSuchwas the de=! 
light that many Gallants took in thatMagazine of all 
curious varietiés,that they. could. almott havedwelt> 
there’ ( going from Shop: to'Shop, liké Bees from 
flowerto flower). If they had:but hada Fountain’ 
of Money that could not: have been drawn? dry? 
I doubt not but a‘Mahometan: (: who: nevér ex- 
pects other than fenfible delights: )> would {gladly 
have accepted of that place, atid the treafuresof 
it for his heavens and. have ‘thought there ‘were 
mone like it.» About the fpace of*ni ‘meteen 
months was that Royall Exchonge in building) viz. 


from ene 7th. til November in the year followings: ” 


So. that the Sunne had finifhed his annualcourfe: 
once, and almoft a-fecond time, ere that work 
was finifhed : but was it fo many hours. in -bur- 
ning, 


ye 
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ning, as it was months*in building? 

How obnoxious are all, earthly things to de- 
ftrnuétion?: How eafily are the, works. of our hands 
brought to nought? How:little a time will ferve to 
ruine thofe things, that did require a long time to 
raife them ?..1 finde this noble Struéture had ftood 
about a hundred years before, Deftruétion over- 
took it: for it is faid to have been ereéted inthe 
yeat 1566, and thetime ofits. conflagration, we 
know too well, to-haye been 1666. One fixty fix 
Built it, another fixty fix burnt it; fo one Philip 
founded the Macedonian Empire, another Philip 
ruined its one Conftantine built Conftantinople, and 


| ‘another of that Name loftit ; an 4ugufius was the 


firft eftablifhed Emperor! of Rome, and. another 
Auguftus. the laft.. So many times the World goes 
round like a Circle , where it begins , there it 
ends. Did that Struéture come down in.a day or 
leffe; which had..continued.a hundred years, and 
might in :all probability have lafted one Century 
more ?. 1 fee then there may be.more in the womb 
of one day or night,\: thar wastin the- womb. Ofa 
hundred years before, and the law. of providence 
may, in a few hours over-rule the prefcription of 
a whole Age.T hough the deftru@ion of Places,and 
fo of Perfons fet out fate, yet, when it once fets out, 
it may ride poft, and. come, as ‘upon the wings of the 
wind. He that, leing often. reprovedy hardeneth his 
neck, fhall fuddenly le. deftroyed,, Priv.29.t. The 
fins of that place had deferv’d this judgment fooner: 
but he that-bore with the old, World, one hundred 
and. twenty years, after warning given, ‘bore with 
it towards an hundred, though the provocations 
thereof were great. As nature hath placed the 
weightieft things below; and lighter things aa 

; tiem 
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their affairs. 


over-reachins and going beyond one another. Ma- 
ny did not'fo becavfe.of the fear of the Lord; 
(as Nehemiah faid of himfelf, Neb. 9.5. So did not 
I, Lecunfe of the fear’ of God). but othets did.) And 
were there nat other kinds of fin, which.did a* 
bound in the upper Region of that. Exchange, 
which, ikefoumany Comets or blazing Stars, did 
portend or threaten the deftruétion of tt... Oh the 
pride and prodigality’ that was there to be feen? 
How few could be charitable, that were foexpen- 
five as many'were in that place?) And how much 
of that which was there expended, might well have 
been put to:charitable ufes? How unlikely was it, 
that they fhould be humble, who were*fo curious 
and phantaftical, as the things that were there 
bought, fhewed them tobe? They that wrought 
to that place, had need of as good a phantalie for 
Metamorpholis in Habits, as Ovid had im other 
Things, thatthey might pleafe cuftomers foanfati- 
able after novelties. 

So fell chat noble ftru€ture xindermined by craft 
and covetoufneffe, and over-laden with pride and 
prodigality above, and great was the fall thereof. 
Though there was in that place an Influrance-Of- 
fice, which undertook for thofe: Ships and Goods 
that were hazarded at'Sea, either by boitterous 
winds or dangerous enemies: yet could it not 
fecureit felf, whien fin’, like Sespfen, took hold 


. of the pillars of it) and went about to pall it down. 
What. - 


them (as Air above Earth); fo the more folid per- | 
fons. and parlyes (as well asthe more bulky Com- 
modities ) had wont to be in the lowerRooms of | 
‘ that Exchange, where Merchants met to.difcourfe | 
The fins of that lower’ part, we | 
may fufpeét, to have been craft and covetoufnefie, wi, 
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} its been but an Apparition? How ‘quickly was 


tk jit taken down, as if it had been but a fleight Tent, 
) ithe Cords whereof are prefently loofened, and the 
|Stakes foon removed ?. Oh that fome Fonds migts 


Ourle 
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| 
whet qnick work can fin and fire make? How 


did that ftrong Building vanifh of a fudden, as if it 


have been fent, to tell us, that within fo many days 


i |that Exchange fhould be burnt down, if we re- 
jpented not.Oh that howfoever,astimely repentance 
jmight have prevented thofe ruins;that we had com- 


muted for our Exchange, by parang with*our fins. 


But {ince it lies tn afhes,and there is no prevention 


Of it,oh that we may not fo much lament the burning 
dfour Exchange, as the fins that burnt it. May the 


' |minds of men, by this fad Providence, be difpofed 
"Ito nfe another Exchange , for onely honeft Mer- 
lf \chandife : and the minds, both of men and wo- 
© \imen, to ufe the upper part of it no more as a Nur- 
lfery of pride, but, in order to putting them and 


‘theirs, intoa decent equipage, befitting their re- 
fpective qualities ; and then may they live to fee 
another Struéture in the fame place, not inferiour 
‘tothe firft , and that Royal Burfe, or Purfe (which 


' }is now a meer Vacuum) as well filled as ever 


it was before; and after that, if the Will of 


|God be fo, may it never perifh (at leaft wife 
by fire) more, till the Conflagration of all 
| things. 
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4ZEDIT ATION X. 
Upon the burning of Hcfpitals, and Rents thereunto be 


pa 
LONG ULE « 


FR Tghteous art thou O Lord, yet Jet me plea; 
with thee concerning thy Judgments. Wh 
had the fire a Gommiffionto burn down Hofpitals 
Why didft-thou dgy up thofe pools of Bethefdah Mui 
Why didft thon wither the Goards of thofe poo) 

Fonas's $ who had nothing elfe to defend then, 
trom the fcorching of extream poverty? Was evel 

money given to better nfes, or with @ better intent 


than what went tothe maintaining thofe houfes off 
Charity >» Or was it ever intrufted in better- andi 


fafer hands, than that which had fo many perfon: 
of worth and integrity to take care of it, (and be,a 
it were, Overfeers of, the poor)? Ox what charity 
was ever difpofed of more according to the will 0 
the Doners, than tharhath always been, which few 
or None would accept, but thofe that had need of 


it (and for them it was intended)? I fhould have, 


thought, the Doors of thofe houfes,: above all oy, 
thers, would have, been fprinkled, that the de- 
ttroying Angel might have pafled over,them, and 
that Judgment thould not have entered , where 
onely:Mercy did. feem to dwell, . Did not Chri} 
fay, The poor we have alwayes with ns, and fhall wel " 
have no Receptacles for the poor? The poor in- y 
creafe daily, ‘but the places of their relief are di-m. | 
minifhed; andwhere thofe places are yet ftandingsm,. 

yet is not much of their Revenue impaired? Shall 
the Foxes have holes, and the Birds of the Airem,, , 
nefts, but the poor not have where to lay theicl,,. 
heads? Came this for their fakes, whofe charity ill, 
did 
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id maintain thefe places, or for thofe that were 
_ flaintained in them and by them, or for the fake of 
“withers: or for all the three? Whileft fome con- 
ibuted to thofe places out of pure ends and prin- 
‘Pples, might not others do it out of fuperitition 
% qi jd conceipt of merit, others out of Oftentation ? 
ic fhough we may not impute thofe things to any in 
br liticular ) : And as for thofé who were relieved 
Mell thofe places, were there not fins amongit them 
OS Difo? Some, it may be, were not more poor than 
i tiHicked ; fo, that though their poverty made them 
Neil e Objeéts of Mercy from men, yet their wicked- 
"lati sfs expofed them to the Juftice of God. 

Wits Doubtlefs,men by fin, may forfeit,not only, their 
itt di perAluities and conveniencies, but alfo their ve- 
pe Hneceffaries, or fuch things as they cannot live 
O¢@ithout : and had not too many of thefe fo done? 
cuattfhoughfome, whofe miferies have brought them 
‘willl fach places, are affected with the hand of God, 
ih Wid fear to fin whilett his rod ts upon them; yet; 
ni ere there not others, who no whit appalled by 
iliba}{ their fufferings “were it the lofs of limbs or 
illo} hatfoever elfe)would fwear,and drink,and rant, at 
lied] ch a rate, as if they bad had all the world before 
na Hem,or thought fcorn,that as to thefe things, even 
she iegr eateft perfonagesthould go beyond them.Had 
Chri been fuch as fome were, poflibly the Great God 
iullu#fid not forborn to fet fire upon thofe Houfes long 
oo so, But in relation to others, might not this 
ucdyme, Fir, to try their fincerity, whether their 
iniighearts would ferve them to give to goodufes, 
Stal qugh by this' it appears, they can have no aflu- 
eAithince of raifing any lafting. monument to thei 
| tieamesthereby. Or, Secondly, totry their Faith, 
1 Uhether they would caft their bread, as upon. the 
i D 2 wate 
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water, fo upon the fire,. as it were, Cor that whims! 
thay eafily be burnt) in hope to find it after mime 
dayes. But the probablett reafon of all is, 
it came’ to prove and exercife their Charity, By 
to call upon them ( fo'many as are able ) to mi mi! 
io themfelves friends of the Mammon of unrightomy 
nels, tbat when they fail, they maybe received By ie 
everlafting habitations. Why fhould the poor belt 
wayes maintained by'an old {tock of Charity? WV 
fhould not this Age be as charitable as former Alm) 1 
were? Though many be poor at this time, ye 
aré not, yea, there are many rich, though % 
comparative to the number of fuch as are poll 
nor have rich menever more todo, than wiinic| 
there are moft poor. -Poor men think it a ble: 
thins to receive; but Carift hath told them,. Ig 
yeta more bleffed thing to give. The Italilix 
when’ they begge, ufe to fay to them of whitin 
they begge; Pray be good to your felves. iver 
As much as iniquity doth abound, I will Hiyil 
believe, unleffe I fee it, thar Charity is grownllay,: 
cold, that amongit all the rich men that arel nj 
England, Nobles, Gentlemen, and others, thifyr, 
will-not be found enough to. repair that bred ty 
which the fire hath made upon the poor Hofpitiiy). 
and. ‘the revenues, formerly belonging to thei ,, 
You know, (or, if thought you did not, 1 @y., 
tell you.) where andi whence you may defaulki.) 
nough to rear up thofe Strudtures again as lain), 
and fair as before, (though one of them was fonlly., 
times the Pallace of a Prince, even Bridewell 
felf ) and to indow them as: liberally as ever, diy 
not to mifle what you have parted with, when yy, 
have done. Think how.much extraordinary italy); 
to\coityou every year upon your Lufts, one or mt | 


Sa 
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’ne mans, Drunkenneffe cofts him: an hnndréd 
founds in a year extraordinary, another mans 
# ncleannefle twice fo much, athird mans>Game- 
ig no, leffe, and fo it is like to! do from vear 
i@: year x Yea poflibly .fome- men have: feat, 
# much of their time, upon. one Luft, as would 


ter lending to the, Lordy, than giving to! the 
‘art ph evil > Why, wilh you buy repentance fo dear,when 
tant u might put your money tofo much better ufes? 
itablf me ‘that have‘fallen into very bainous fins ;" have 
ven, I it Hofpitals, for the relief of their own Con- 
it Ital ences. | ey 
ot wif God may pleafe.to leave you tothe fame fins, 
& $d fo extortthat out of yon, by the fame means, 
lwilfit will not, come freelys. Some, though free 
‘somo. notorious vices, yet do manifeltly excéed in 
lat ety and in apparel. . What if, you fhouldleffen 
en, tir Table-by one-or two difhes-every day? What 
itt bt you fhould {pare fomething' of that fuperfiuons 
Hopi , which you ufe to give yourfelves in every gar- 
oti snts and refolving foto; do, fhould contribute 
iot, If that, to the rebuilding and reindowing the con- 
iefullfned Hofpitals, which, you reckon, that good 
in wif sbandry would fave you every year : What if 
wisfol sntlemen fhould keep fewer hounds and hawks, 
dll Mone at all, in order to fo good awork ? Yea, 
Phat if you fhould put two horles leffe into your 
®aches, which had wontto be drawn.with four 
tl) fix? You may think yourfelves. at liberty sin 
D 3 this 
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this cafe, but pardon me, if] think you are bong" 
Tt isnot matter of choice, but duty, to miniftedg 
the neceffitiesof others, out of our fuperfluities,z 
to their extremities, ontof our very conveniend 
He, that is unmercifall or uncharitable, is alfo ymyt 
jutt, becaufe he doth not ufe the talent,wherewsh 1” 
his Lord hath intrufted him, for thofe ends ghtilt 
which it was put into his hands: “He doth ‘not fig ! 
fill the juft will ofthe Donor : Letit never be fap , 
that God gave you Eftates to do good with , [pit 
youfpent them upon your Inits, that you can Amit! 
fo many pounds,or hundreds of pounds,to config! 
in Taverns and Tippling-houfes, fo much treafight i 
wherewith to keep Miftreffes ( otherwife cal}gih 
whores ) fo much ‘gold and filver, wherewith gre 
treafure upto yourfelves wrath againft the day of wraiy fot 
but nothing, wherewithal to rebuild, or help feat 
ward the rebuilding of ruinated Hofpitals. 
Break. off your fins, by repentance, and your iM 
quities by fhewing mercy to the poor, as Daniel {eMits, 
to Nebuchadnezzar. All the good you do fincers 
ly will be your own another day : Therefore fal) 
Paul, Phil. 4.17.1 defire fruit that may aboundeimn 
your account.’ Thefame Apoftle, {peaking of tit: 
Churches of ALucedonia, faith, That their deep f 
very had abounded to the riches \of their Siberalii 
2Cr, 8,2. and, Shall not your riches amount! 
as much .as did their poverty? Chrif? became po 
to mare usrich; and,’ Shall we think muchto | 
fomewhat leffe rich, that we may relieve tho! 
that are extreamly poor? Look not to receivil 
that joytull Sentence from Cheift, Come ye dleffel 
crc. cunteffe he may fay of you, For yen (aw m| 
hungry and fed use: naked, and clothed me, meanitl 
his Members, which ate himfelf, myttically ; (i 
th 
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‘tthoufle Church: is called Chrift..) Letnot the athes 


tefl ,8 fometimes greatly  ufefull, Hofpitals cry 
‘Utysileavensagainit your want of bowels, He shine bah 
Neiniis worlds goods, and fhuttech ‘wp his bowels: agcinft 
Wally jiofe that are in: want, How dwelleth the love-cf Grd 
jiheralty: bine The wore ufes, that'any ‘have formerly 
‘eiifut their money go, the sreatec ‘obligation lies 
i noifipon them: toyput itto good ufes © as they are 
ittbellailed ) for time to come. “Not onely the ill 
with @etting of monéy calls for extraordinary charity 
neawhich made Zacchens fay, The ine half of my E- 
ocoliiate I give to the poor.) but allo, our having ill 
chteloent it, in-times paft. for itis with money as 
ile clvith time, by-how'much the worfe we fpent it 
ttevieormerly, ‘by fo much the better, we fhould fpend 
fmt for the future. Princes’ have laid ‘thefe foun- 
thebpiflations, and will it not be an honour, for ‘Sub- 
b. PeAs to build’upon them ? your work may pof- 
yw Mibly ftand hundreds of- years (‘as fome of ahofe 
)ine! Mhoufes, yet in being , have done ) whereas th@irs 
lols fallen tothe ‘ground. Inaword, next unto the 
erelfionor of building a Temple for Gods houfe (as 
) dui Solomon did and David was ambitious to have done) 
Bis that of building a houfe for Gods Temples , 
and fuch are all true believers, how poor'and mean 


ihra@oever. % 
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cht MEDITATION Xi. 


ft pon the Burning of Publick, Halls. 


Ay iff any think thofe Halls were built meerly for 
wieteatting and entertainment (or at the moft but 
: | for pompe ). they are much deceived. Certainly, 
they were both intended and improved to higher 
I D 4 and 
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and betterufes. All great Bodies and Societie! 

of men muft needs, for order fake, be divided an} 
fubdivided. So Axmies;are divided into feyeral 
Regiments ; Regimfents, into’ feveral ‘Troopes oj 
Companies : fo Navies divide themfelves into fe-) 
veral Squadrons, Upon the fame accompt, thd 
Citizens of Londen, being a great Body of Tra! 
ders, and thofe of feverall Profeffions ; it was bu 
neceflary, they fhould be parcelled into fevera| 
Companies, having each of them their peculiail 
Officers, which made them as it were an entire bo, 

dy by themfelves,, fitted with head and:memben 

of all forts, the refpeétive Mafters being, -as ii 
were, the head, the fubordinate Officers, the Ef 
fential parts, and the ordinary members the inte: 
gral. Both decency and conveniency required, 
there fhould be a handfome place , for each of 
thofe. Societies to meet in; which was, as it were; 

a lityle Parliament Houfe belonging to them, if 
witich the Reprefentatives of each Company (] 
mean their Officers) did meet together to cons} ¢¢tl 
‘fule and Parley,,what might be for the good off 
the whole. Here the grievances of each Society 

( falling within their cognizance ) where coms 
plained ofand redreffed.: Here they advifed and 
agreed together what todo, and what to petition 
their Superiors for, that might be for the benefié 

of their refpective trades and Profetions, how they 
might prevent enc¢roachments‘and abufes, how 
they might maintain their priviledges, how they} the 
might take all jadvantages, for the belt improve-| ths 
mentof their refpective Trades. In all of thefe} 

a common {tock was kept on foot, and carefully} 
Tooke after, for divers needful purpofes . as names} fey 
ly, for the-relief of fuch of theirown Society, as H thing 
fhould | © 
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fhonld fall to decay, for: helping young begin- 
‘ners, who had: little-topfet up with, and might 
there borrow upon good fecurity, for improving 
the Eftates: of Widowes ¢ as in: the Book-fellers 
Company) and for many other good purpofes; 
oné of which, Schollars ought never'to forget,and 
that is for encouraging young Students, by libe- 
rall exhibitions wherewith to increafe their main- 
tainance at»the Univerlity. There wete infeve- 
rall Halls, though not in each of them, Stocks go- 
ing for all:thefe purpofes: (and itts-like for ma- 
ny-more »-which may fufficiently evidence, that 
they were placesof great ufe ;.which,I, mention 
to thew, what caufe we have to bewath the loffe of 
them. To fay, they were-moft of them noble Stru- 
ures, even thofe that did belong to the: mea- 
nec Trades.-(. as, who: fhould day, they. affumed 
fome grandeur to themfelves, as they were’a So- 
ciety, whatfoever their condition might be jins- 
ly-and apart) Or, to fay, that the meeting to- 
sether,\of the members of thofe Companies, in 
theix feverall Halls, upon many, great folemni- 
ties , was aprobable means,to increafe love and 
friendfhip amongft them, were to defcendto low- 
er confiderations about them, then I have yet ra- 
ken notice of ( and yetthofe things are notal- 
together contemptible ) and therefore I fcarce 
care to mention them. But put all I have faid, 
together ( though poffibly I know not half the ufes 
they were put to) it will appear a doleful thing, 
that they were burnt, and that, in their deftenétt- 
on, we lott, nor onely great Splendor, but great 
conveniences, helps, and advantages, -and that in 
feveral kinds. If men did there decree righteous 
things amongft themfelves ( as Thopé they did) 
| | I 
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I know no Crime thofe places were chargeable 
with, unlefs it were too much Feafting : which, the 
fadnets of Times, for many years paft, might putan 
agsravation upon: And, if that were all their 
Crime, I fee, how neceflary itis, to fhun, noronly 
greater, but alfo leffer fins, which may expofe Pla- 
ces; and,if Places; Why not Perfons alfo to ruin 
aid deftru€ion. 
One Hall there was: of fomething a different 
ufe from the reit, and of greater fpendor, Guild- 
Hall Y mean; in which,one Author tells me, no lefs 
than nine feveral Courts had wont to be kept 
whereof y one was called, The Cumrt of Confcience : 
If any of the reft did not deferve the fame name, 
(which I cannot charge:) thofe, or that which 
did not, fhould be lookt upon as the Acan’s, which 
troubled that place, and brought a curfe upon it. 
One finner deftroyeth much good, faith Solomon,Ecclef, 
9.18.What then may not an unrighteous Court do, 
which conlifts of many finners?When I confider the 
Largenefs, the Strength, and yet the Antiquity, the 
Majelty,and the daily-Ufefulnefs of that fameGwild- 
Hall , methinks it is not enoygh to weep over the 
Ruines of it: As firm as it ftood, it was founded no 
lefs than upward of 360 years agoe : and, to fee 
it confounded , (as I may call it) in one day , 
Whofe heart would it not caufe to bleed? Other 
Halls were like Parliament-Houfes, to particular 
Companies; but this, to the whole City: where 
the Affembling together of the Lord Mayor; Al- 
dermen,and Common-Councill, had fome refem- 
blance ot aKing, Lords, and Commons. There 
feemed to be an awfulnefs in the very place ; me- 
thinks it had a Majeftick look with it; and fuch, as 
made the Magiftrates there convened ( though ve- 


ry 
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ry venerable in themfelves ) yet fomething more 
confiderable than they would have appeared elfe- 
where. Tt was furely that place, which did more 
contribute to make London took like it felf (that is, 
like the Head-City of thefe three Kingdomes)than 
any one Structure thereunto belonging. Londen had 
not been its felf,if it had loft nothing but that one 
Hall:I wonder;That all the Wife Heads, that were 
concerned «in it; could not fave that ftately Hall, 
(our Englifa- Capitol, as/I may call it) from burn- 
ing: Methinks it {peaks our :Provocations-high , 
that we have finned away fo great an Ornament, fo 
vait an Accommodation as that Hallwas; and, to 
think, that almoft all the reft are gone with it, 
miphe make our soynts tremble, and our knees [mite 
together, as Belfbacxar’s did, when he faw'the band= 
writing upoarhe wall. I fee there isno building cere 
tainly durable, but that, whicl: Pz! {peaks of , 
2Cor.§. 1. and, Lord, fet that be mine (as well 
as his, ) That obuilding of God, that boule not made 
with hands, eternal in the beavens. 


en tee aa SPR 


Wert eA lO WN, ATA 


Of the Baraing of Publick, Schoolsy as Pauls School ‘ 
and others. | 


S Learning taking it’s leave of Exgland ? Ts. that 
Sun about to fet in our Hor.zon? that Schollars 
have received two fuch terrible blows Young onés 
have loft their Schools; and, both young and old 
have lott their Books: Nevérthelefs, for ever Re- 


-nowned be Reverend Doétor Colet, and the reit of 


« 


the Founders and Benefaétors of all thofe noble 
Vree-Schools that now liein the duft; I fay, Let 
| their 
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their Memory be ever precious, though their Gift 
hath not continued fo long, as they and we did 
hope it might. Yet, the youngeft of the three 
Publick Schools, that are now demolithed (viz.that 
which was founded by the Merchant-Taylors) had 
lafted above a hundred years: and the eldeft of the 
three. (viz. Pawl’s) half as long again, and many 
Centuries more they might have ftood, had not 
this fire brought them to an untimely end. Ican- 
not but mufe to what a plunge Parents are now 
puty to get good Schools for their Children, / ef pe- 
cially thofe, who cannot endure» their Children 
thould live ata diftance from them ). confidering, 
that honeft and able School-mafters are but here 
and there to be found. A good School- mafter 
muft, inthe firft place, be a good man ;-Itistoa 
wonder what notice Children will take of their 
Matter’s Religion, and what a lafting impreffion 
that will make upon them; and-how apt they are 
to take after them, becanfe of the veneration they 
haveforthem. If their Masters be profane, they 
think they have leave to be fo, and fhould not 
take upon them to be more religious than they. 
A Matter muft confider , that his Scholars have 
fouls to fave, as well.as minds to inform; and he is 
not to be trufted with Youth that will not confider 
it. Nextly, A good Mafter muft be a good Scho- 
lar, (at leait wife for fome kind of Learning.) .a 
good Grammarian, a good Linguift; and one, 
that is not only fo himfelf, but alfo able to make 
others fuch, that is,one that knows how,in an eafie 


and familiar way, to communicate Knowledge to 


Childrem, to make hard things plain, 8c. He muft 
be Aidaxlixis (as the Apoftle faith, a Minifter 
fhould be) that is, Apt to teach, | 

ite Again, 
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Again, A good Mafter muft be a wife man, no 


antick; no mimmick (as too many are, which — 


hath made the word Pedant and Pedantical to found 
very ridiculoufly, though the work of a good 
School-mafter be very honourable). Wife he 
ought to be, that he may fet his Scholars the Ex- 
ample of a wife behavior, and teach Children to 
carry themfelves like Men; whereas, fome feem to 
Jearn of their Scholars to carry themfelves like 
Children, that is, Conceiptedly,. Humorfomely, 
Phantaftically. It requires no {mall Wifedom, to 
judge of the different. parts and tempers of Chil- 
dren, where their excellency lies, whether in Me- 
mory, or Invention, or otherwife, that they may 
put them upon thofe pieces of Learning, in which 
they are like moft.of-all to excell : and whileft 
they find them tohave an excellency in one kind, 
work upon that, and bear with their defeéts in an- 
other kind.’ He may have a great Memory, that 
hath but mean Fancy; he may be Jong in retain- 
ing, who is flow in getting things into his me- 
mory; one can make his exercife of a fudden, as 
well as if he had more time; another can do 
nothing of.a fudden, but, give him time enongh, 
and he will perform it excellently, and better than 
he that was quick at it. 

How many Mafters commit great errors,for want 
of being able to judge of thefe things, like unskil- 
ful Riders, that either think a horfe good for no- 
thing becanfe he cannot amble well, though ‘he 
have an excellent and an eafie trot: or keep him 
wholly to his pace, though he do but fhuffle at: it, 
and can never be made to do otherwife : whereas 
he would trot as faft as could be delired, and as 
well as any horfe can do, if they would but eve 
: im 
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him leave. The Scholar’s Scholar-craft, (as I 
may callit.) inhumoring his humorfome Mafter: 
the Parent’s great bounty to the Mafter, and his 
great affection to {uch his Scholars, upon thofe two 
accounts, makes too many partial and injudicious 
Matters, Cry up the pregnancy of thofe Scholars 
that little deferveic, and fo wice ver(#. And ought 
hot) Matters to be ‘wife therefore alfo, chat they 
may be able to judge of the difpofition of their 
Scholars, whether fair means or fowl is like to 
do moft good upon them, whether fear or fhame 
will ‘mott preva 1 wichthem, whether emulation 
or correction will moft fpur them on. A word 
or two will do more with fome Children, than. 
many blows with others; where Balfomes will 

ferve the turn, it is folly to apply Caufticks and 
Corrofives, which, it is to be feared, fome 
Mafters do for want of judgment. Moreover, wife 
and fage Admonitions are of great ufe to Chil- 
dren; and therefore, it is needful, their Matter 
thoxld bea wife man, that he may be able todif- 
penfe them’ ‘Let me add, A Matter had need be 
furnifhed with Wifedom, to govern and conceal 
hisown weak humors and paflions (as there are 
many that abound with fich ) for thatthe difcove- 
ry thereof,is like Nosh’s uncovering hisnakednefs, 
in the fight of his Children, which expofed him to 
their contempt, and made fome ef them'to fin: 
And Matters that give way to fuch humors, are like 
unfound Nurfes that give fuck, who make the Chil+ 
dren that draw their Breaits as unwholfome as 
themfelves, and fill them, as they fayy with evil hu- 
mours. | I mighradd, That Matter fhould be no 


conceited man, not one that thinks himfelfa good 


Philofopher, becaufe he isa good Philologer; or 
the 
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the wifeft man in the Nation, becaufe he is the 
wifeft perfon in the School ; He that is a Mana-~ 


| mongft Children,may be but a Child amongftMen. 


I had not mentioned this, but that I have obferved 
fome School-mafters, to have brought an ill report, 
both upon themfelves and their, Profeffion, -by 
feeming as wife in their own eyes, as they could be 
in the eyes of their boyes, who oftimes think, that 
no man knows fo much as doth their Mafter, as if 
they were proud of that high opinion, which their 
Scholars have of them, and did reft in the judg- 
ment of Children ( who fcarce know the right 
hand fromthe’ left, ) as if it wexe infallible. 
Laftly, To fay nothing of that diligence and Ia- 
boriou{nefs that ‘ought to bein School-mafters, I 
fhall only add, that they ought not to be either too 
milde or fevere, neither like that Beam, which 
Fupiter (as itis in the Fable) gave to the Frogs 
for their King : Which alwayesdying till, when 
they were ufed to ita while, they leapt and plaid 
upon it ; Nor yet like that Stork, which was af- 
terwards fent amongft them, when they defired'a 
more active Prince, whofe cruelty made them with 
for their Beam again. He, that is over-mild, is 
like to do little good upon fome children but, he 
that is over-harfh, may doa great deal of hurt. “I 
read, dits 19.9. of the School of one Tyrannus: I 
with there were no more Schools that did deferve 
the famename. We hear but of one Tyrannical 
Emperor that became a School-mafter before he 
died ; but, Are there not many School-mafters 
that domineer, and exercife feverity like Tyrane 


nical Emperors» or Imperial Tyrants? Nowy if - 


the charaéter I have given of a Sood School-tafter 
be a Digrefsion; yet, it may prove a ufeful one, if 
) Parents 
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Parents will thereby be dire&ted in the choice of | 
Matters for their Children, or’Mafters that are | 
guilty of any of the forementioned faults, would | 
thereby be prevailed with to amend. : 

But poffibly, what Ihave faid about School-ma- | 
fters, is no Digreffion, conlidering, that if thofe 


Matters that were fired out of London, were menof fp’ 


fuch a good Charaéter, as I have givenof.a good Fj} 
School-matter, it informeth us what caufe we have — 
to bewail the loffe of them, and of thofe Schools | 
which might have invited and incourageda fuc- J 
ceflion of fuch worthy Mafters as themfelves. | 
This poor Lads little lay to heart (as being igno- Hp: 
rant of what is for their good ); yea posfibly, what Bit" 
through dread of their Matters,disaffection totheir By 
Books,. and love of their Play, they are even glad 
their Schoolsare burnt; fo incident it is to humane 
nature, to rejoyce’ in any little good to it’s felf: 
yea, towith for it, though it be bronght to paffe 
by unfpeakably more hurtand prejudice to others; 
being glad, when their own eggs are roafted, 
though it be by that fire, that confumes the houfes 
of other men. YecI wonder not, at the evil that 
proceeds from degenerate men, much leffe from 
Children: but, O Lord, I rather wonder at Thy 
felf, Why thou drdit fuffer the Foxes to fpoil thofe 
Vines «(the Fire, I mean, which came like Samp- 
fin’s Foxes, with. fire-brands in their Tails, con- 
fuming thofe Noble Schools, asthey did the P/- 
liftim’s Corn, ) confidering , that thofe Vines had 
tender Grates, Cant. 2.15. But I. would anfwer 
my felf with this: Schools had their fins as wellas 
other places, which were more and greater than a 
Mafter’s rod could punifh. Yea, Matters them- 
felves had deferved Corre@tion, and who but uty 
Gl 


| 
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tice of them outPuld give it theme But oh thac thefe nfefus 
lite’ them. yires Might not alwayes lie in the duft, but 
oi Pilar, of ety and Charity might rebuild what Sin hath 
his nam? down.  Doubtleffe, this Age hath many 
| in ity as able to build Free-Schools, as Reve= 
(typ | tard Colet , and'fome other Founders were: and 
inengf | Why fhould they not be as willing. If Parents want 
‘goof (0 BPLOd. Schools fox their Children, they will hardly 
iehing | OME to any thing whilft they live: (For, the errors 
hogy | uePE the firftConcoétion,’ as Phyticians obferve, can- 
a fice |p pot be-correéted by the fecond or third). Schools, 
(ely. |) Ax'Ke Stomachs, make: the firtt Digeftion, which if 
sion. (Me tught, will {poil all the ret. Let me conjure 
“it (gpen-of Eftates, éfpécially thofe that have no Chil. 
nies (2 atten, or if Children fuch as are unwo:thy, I fay, 
nsh{ |) 4€8 me conjure you, -by the regard yon have to the 
ine || HOkaour of God, to the renown of the Englifh Na- 
af. || tony, to the increafe of Knowledge, to the happi-~ 
pafe |, neff of Church and State, ( the chief Officers and 
ies, |) Minifters whereof, ufe to ‘receive their fir rudi- 
ed ments ‘and feafoning in publick Schools) liberally 
bouts |) £9 contribute to the re-building of thofe noble 
ita || S¢hooks, which the late fire hath deprived us of; 
fon | WEA, doit yourfelves, as fome -haye done before 
Thy |) YOR, 1£ you have. wherewithal! : And when that 
inp || 18 done, fet up your Statues by thofe of the anci- 
€nt Founders, and-appear together like Ca/for and 
une | Pollux at’ Sea, which is accounted an Omen of 
Ik. good, Take your choice of four forts of good 
hd || Works; which may beft fuic' with your tempers. 


igs Tf you are fevere Cato’s, help to re-buikd Brides 
as well, where naughty Perfons may receive Corregti- 
ng |, Ms, and be made towork :. If you are devoted ta 
ont the Service of God, help to re-edifie Churches : 
shy | If to’ works of Mercy, contribute towards the 
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raifing up of demolifhed Hofpitals : But, ¢ 
are friends to Learning, and to,all the.othei* ° 
do what in you lieth, to reftore Publick-fcht 4 : 
their former glory; in. which, ‘Vice may’ be 
rected, Mercy fhewed to poor mens Chil 
and Religion promoted, by preparing Youth, 
be, in time,ferviceable to the Church. | 
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MEDITATION XIll. 


Upon the Burning of Tombsy and Graves; and da ; ™ 
Bodies that-were buried therein, ed ¢ 


V Here is reft to be had,either for the quk B..° 
or dead, inthis World? where tay meng... 
be quiet and fecure, if they cannot be foin thir hy, ; 
very Graves?’ One would have thought, notling§,,,’. 
would have pluckt them from the horns of that #. ,. 
Altar s But,the fire hath done it; That fire,which¥,,” 
robb'd the Spittles , Hath it not alfo robbd the}. ,” 
Worms, andtaken the meat out of their myuths 29) ,, 
We expected , thofe Bodies would have turned), ° 
Worms-meat and dutt; but, in ftead thereef, they}),- 
are burnt to afhes.. So Job, {peaking of the grave). 
Fob.3.1 7° There the weary are At reft « So they are in i 
one fenfe, but not alwayes fo in anothers The righ)" 
tecus mans grave is called his bed, 4/7.57.2. They, * 
frall xeft in their beds. Tow many.dead bodies then,” 
were burntin their beds? and, fo might many li-f" 
ving ones have been, if God had. not been morep ' 
merciful. Now, the fire hath turned many deadfy’ 
bodies toafhes: could thofe afhes (as fome others) | 
be made into glaffe, which, they fay, is the laftre-' 
folution that bodies can undergo: (Vitrificatio eff 
wltima refulntio;) yet would the Refurreétion find hm 
em men 
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them out, and not lofe one grain belonging 0 
jhem. Weread, that Ab/lom had reared up a 
lar, or ftately Sepulchre for himfelf, to preferye 


_jnthe Margint; becaufe he never ( for ought we 
ss ead ) came to li¢in it, but was buried in a pit ina 
wod, with 2heap of ftones caft upon him, 2 Sam. 18% 
_ |e ‘So, in that great City, there were many that 
we Nad provided noble burying-places for themfelves, 
gaint thetimé they fhould be gathéréd ‘to their 
jithers ; yea, ard they were poflefled of them, 
| which A)(clom never was of his:) but, How 
fort atime had fome of their bodies lain in thofe 
.|oltly Sepulchres, before the fire came and turiied 
eS hem Out of poffefsion ; or rather ‘deftroyed both 
fe jeir Carcaffes and their ftately Monuments ! 
‘rt »-Lfee,how vain.a thing it- is, for men to have 
wy ieir Names, and Titles, and Encomiums, graven 
m ‘ pon Marble-Stones in Golden Letters, and fet up 
oi |a Churches: How.ealily they may. be’ deceived , 
MY tat think, with Abfalom, out of thofe ttonés, to 
‘EY | aife up to themfelves (I cannot fay children ) 
e ut a Memorial in lieu of Children, Every body 
3 il not believe all the Epitaphs they find infcri- 
; is ed upon thofe Monuments-Stones can lie and not 
sh | lufh: But, belidés that, if men were prone to bes 
al }@ve allthey read upon Tombs and Monuments 3 
a low foon may thofe Charaéters be {6 detaced and 
i) dliterated , as that they cannot be read? And; 
rk (0k how .4b/clom was buried under a heap of 
vf ONES in ftead of being laid in that ftately Pillar; 
vl ePyramid, which hé had built for that purpofe ; 
"id are not many at this day covered, but as it were 
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witha heap of {tones, who had provided themfelve 
of ftately Sepulchres s thofe Sepulchres of their 


being by the five converted, bur into a rude andi D 
formlefs heaps of {tones : She erected a more dog 
rable Monument for.her felf, who did but postr oni oy 
a box of precious vintment upon the head of Chrifkiy 
Matt. 26.17. for, Cheiit hath faid, Wherefoever chine 
pel. [ball be preached in the whole morid, there [oali., \ 


Sat 
Cofp 


this be told for a memorial of her. How little dot tng 
it fignifie , that our Names be written upon thin 
Earth, or upon any part of ic ?.Isitnotall in alm, 
that our Names ate written in the Book.of Lifem,, : 
I fee, there is no reckoning upon thofe thingg..... 
which mén leave behind them when they die §,,,... 
therefore hear, and receive it as.a yoice from hea... 


ven, that which the Spirit faith, Rev. 14.13. Ble@, 


fed are the dead which die.in the Lord, and their worl, ne 


do follow them. 


MEDITATION XIV, ae 
Upon the Burning of Writings; as Bills; Bonds, Ev! ™ 


dences, R&C. Be lion 


‘Ow many had nothing to fhow forall thi, 


Money: they had.lent out; for all the Debi, 
that were owing them, upon any accompt: yea 
for all their Intereft in Lands'and Houfes, to® 


great value; but only certain Papers, of Parcliij, 


ments, called Bonds, Shop-Books, Deeds, Conve 


ances, Leafes, ec. Writings are the moftcomperg i, 


dios Treafure inj and of thewhole World: C 


fo many fingle Sheets of Parchment, may it not Em, 
faid by fome, This ismy Money, (all Ihave in thy, 


World;) that is my Honfe; that is my Land ; this 
m 


He 
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iy (BY Inheritance; that is my Jointer 5 this is my Pam 


nl ent for fuch an Office, or for fuch a Dignity; this 
teh Smy Difcharge; for fo much Money that I hay® 
, husburfed for fuch and fach; this is my Account,fot 
| }> many thoufands that I have been intrutted with - 


oh 
ph the vaft concernment of {uch Papers and 


[pq archments as thefe ! What had not many rather 
4 ave loft chan thefe? How many were hone and 
matt in all theit Accompts, -who now want an op- 
iy 


ie (y j 
‘ 


if ¢ 
q i!) 
ty? 


A Yoth not that wound them forely >’) How many 
, af ealt falfely and) fraudulently in’ the trutt that was 


ry 


iv (ht 


jjommitted to them, and’ that cannot be proved 
“aie either P Doleful fire! that hath made honeft mén 
 jiourn, and knaves rejoyce. With what coft and 
diate were many of thofe Writinas drawn up at 
Nt? How’ oft were the owners at Counfel abour 
Hem ? and,With how much circumfpeetnels was 
rery Claufe put in ? but, Did the fire make any 
lore of them then if they had been fo much wafte 
Aper 2 Deeds and Conveiances were no more to 
ds, Epiofe flames than chips, and tiaw, and ftubble - 
low flight is‘that Tenure, by which men do -hold 
Wd enjoy all their Earthly Poffefions 2 How {oon 
‘alii ay that, which’ fhould defend their title, be {toln, 
Debi burnt, or otherwife loft 2 and then, How fiable 
i: yea € they to be cla'med by thofe that have no right? 
\,0#7as there-ever fuch a plucking up of Inclofures 
bap this,whereby the Eftates of many are, as it were, 
(mifid common, that is, obnoxious unto being inva- 
mpetyd, and over-run by.them that will. 
fi; Tt is well, aChriftians evidences for heaven are 
00H t fo uncertain: It is true, that coppy of them 
ein lich is within his own breatt, may be loft, or mi 
| tifigs at leattwife for a time but then there is a 
if counter-part 


i] Ortunity to make it appear they were fo? (and, - 
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counter-part of them kept in heaven, which capt 
never be loft: for, The foundation of God fangioo 
fare, and he knoweth who are his. It is happy fp 
us that uncertain things are’ thofe of lefs valud’ 
but, that-thofe things which are moft valnabljiit!! 
(though indeed only they) may beafcertained ay’ 
infured in heavenly things. Sad was the lofs jt 
Writings, as they were Evidences of mens Etat: 
but, methinks more fad, as they were the Vouchg{ind 
of mens honefty: or, if by this meanes, eithjhut 
honeft men become fufpested, or, thofe that hajto pt 
been otherwife cannot be detected and difcove} Wit! 
ed: But, methinks, where alwayes heretofojcati 
found faithful, it is but equal to admit no jealouf} {iat 
of them upon this occalion. No doubt,but he,thj Cou 
was faithful till the fire, will be faithfull after i belo 
and not be worfe for that Purgatory ‘( if I may} for} 
call it.) OLord, Artnot thou he that didft firjOl 
f | out away to acquit thofe chaft Women that wei} mucl 
Ne fufpeéted of Adultery, Namb.5.23? Art not thd top 
4 he who didft furnifh Solomon with wifdom . jth 
know which was the true Mother of the livit} mt! 
child, to which two Women. laid an equal claif} by 1 
i Kings 3 2? Art not thou he that didft dire} ex, 
ae Queen Emma and others to paffe the hot plow 
i fhares bare-foot and blind-fold, without hurtin 
her felf; when, by that ardent fire, proof wast 
‘4 be made of her unfpotted chaftity? Clear up, 
(o 8 befeech thee , the integrity of thy innocent fei 
ve vants, whofe Accomptsand Acquittances this fir 

‘i hath deftroyed :, but, asfor others, fearch ot 


te en ee ane a ein oe nn ne ctr na ape 


rs 


ae 2 
oye Shee = 


j Ae if ° a i : 

By their wickedne’s till. thou find none ; or, as tho H 
PP nae | faidty: thou wouldit fearch Ferufalem with candles} 4, 
‘Bad a Zeph. 1.12. What work hath this burning jy, 
| ah a) | ss : at 
my hee i Writings made for gréedy Lawyers ? What a hat) 
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hac reft are they like to have by that x. — 
‘lal doubt , will beget another, viz. that of endlefs 


Dany rontention , and Law-fuits: Now the fire hath 
‘L vifigotten. mens Vintage 3 1 with, unjuft Claimers on 
vlog jone hand, and Lawyers on the other, do not {weep 
away their Gleanings: They are newly feapt out 

ie bjfiof the fire, and, Muft into th 
A) , and, Muft they prefently come into the 
sLla@frying-pan ? Can the wifdom of our Governors 
icifind out no way whereby to. prevent vexatious 


J 
i claims of thofe that are difhoneft ? If ever Magi- 
jalan ferates needed a Prieft ( one , or more) to ask 
ut be Counfel for them, after the Judgment of “rin, 
later it before the Lord, Num). 27.20% (as Eleazar did 
iy for Fofbua,) now is the time. Howfoever, thou, 
|.O Lord, who girdeft up the wrath of men (or fo 
much of it as will not turn to thy praife) vouchfafe 

imotti} to. put fuch a reftraint upon the fpirits of men, 
| that thofe, who were half-undone by the fire, may 

ij not be utterly fo, either by mercilefs Lawyers, or 
‘il by unrighteous Adverfaries ; and unjuft Claim- 
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| Low lons was this goodly..Cathedral in buil- 
} ding *How leafurely did it proceed? Infomuch 
that it became a Proverb, when men did any thing 
flowly, That they made Paa!s-work of it: But fo 


did ‘not the fire, when it came to deftroy: it, but 
Big... confumed 


— ntly, as if it had been but Fonas § i! 
his gourd, which f{prang up in a night. Dying gi! 
Perfons are oft-times very reftlefs, they fhift from fi" 
one fide of their beds to the other, and talk much lit 
of removing toother places, ‘So, have I obfer- | 
ved, this noble Struture, not long before its fatak 
period, to havethifted often. Firft it wasaChurchs §4 
then a Stable ( asfome were pleafed ‘to make it) fiti'! 
within thefe few years ( but the argument was 100 
fax fetcht, if, they think, that becaufe Chrift him- 9) 
felf did fometimes lie in a\Stable and-ina Man- 
ger, that therefore, one and the fame place might 
wellferve, both for brutifh and for facred-ufes ) J wi 
Otherwhile (if not atthe very fame time ) tt was fore 
made aCourt of Guard (without any intention} jn 
as I believe, to make itan Emblem of the Church | 
Militant, or to exhibit any other religious mytte- 
ry. ) And then of late, it wheel’d about again to 
its Primitive ufe, to bea place appropriated to 
Divine Worfhip. «Few expeéted:it would con- 
tinue long a Stable, or aCourt of Guard (for 
Sreat alienations, like ftrong {ticks that aremuch | 
bent, do quickly itart back again ) but, when it 
became once more a Church, they that confider- {ble 
edit had {tood above five hundred years, from its 
firft Erection ( yea,and Conflagration 5 which lat- 
ter was 1n1087. after which it was foon built 
‘again, and did obferveit jto. bear its years. well, 
(as ifitwere’ at moft but of amiddle age ) faw 
no, caufe to coibt, but it might Iaft as much lon- 
ger. Butalas! How, were.they deceived ?. sand 
How was its deftru€tion atthe. very door}, Sure- 
ly Papifts are deceived, in thinking Crucifixes.to 
carry a fafeguard and protection with them, con- 
fidering, thatthis. Cathedral was built ‘inthe fi- 
| sure 
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‘jw gure ofa Crofs, and yet, when Fire did:approach, 
Diol had no relief byit. “It had been-a comfortable 
‘tong ight 5 to have beheld the. firft ere€tion of that 
ich dtately Church., fconfidering the, Scituation and 
fet) Dedication. of it; that whereas before,’ in the fame 
siatdl] place, ftood a; Temple Dedicated to.Dizna ( and 
lich} as. is fuppofed, a’ Wood and Grove about it, devo- 
tit} ted to ‘her: ufe ) there, was then another in. the 
twas | room ofit ; the name whereof might {peak the 
hite| place alienated from heathenifm to Chrithianity, 
Mar} from the fervice of afalfe goddeffe, to the fer- 
light} vice of thetrue. God, and of his Son fefus-chrif. 
ies) Twice. hath that famousStructuré been-fired be- 
twas | fore ( at\leaftwife part of it ) both times by-Jight- 
tion, Jing, and thereunto expofed by the tranfcendent 
|height..of its. Steeple. One.of thofe. times it 
burnt a great part of the City’ of Lundoa (if, I 
imiftake not;) and now, the City, by a-kind: of 
unintended retaliation’ hath he!pt to. burn’ tr. 
Great pity it is tofee: fo noble a building inthe 
duft, and yet itis likely fome will but little pity it, 
if not rejoycein the suins of it ( efpecially: its 
difaffefted neighbours,whofe houfes that had wont 
+ |to lean to the fides of it ( like Vines climbing up- 
on a wall )had at leaftwife seceived fenteiice to be 
-Ipulled down.) But fhould not men regard the 
honor of their Nation, whatfoever became of 
lprivate interefts ? 
One ftrange and remarkable paflage that did re- 
. jlate to thisCathedral,J cannot but reflec upon,viz. 
Che unheard of continuance ofa certain dead Bo- 
Hly,. viz. the Body of one Dr. Bray!ravk., fome- 
times -Bifhop: of London, and Lord Chancellor of 
England, which was there interred above two hin- 
dred years ago, and, as feveral thathave feen it dao 
eae inform, 
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74.  AMedstatrons upon all the Remarkable 


inform, wastaken up fince this'fire, and found to ' 
retain much of it’s manly fhape, and moft of it’s| 
external parts, to the amazement of fuch as beheld | 
it, and did withall believe it to be indeed the Bo-| 
dy of the faid Bifhop. I fhall not difpute, whether | 
the dignity of his Perfon, ashe was fometimes aj 
Bifhop, or ashe was fometimes Lord Chancellor, 
or as he was both at once, were that which did cons} ! 
fign over his Body to fo long an incorruption, (as) 
it Corruption and Worms had been afraid ta) 
claim kindred of him,as of others): but, I think, 
rather than either, that this came to paffe to thew 
the power of God, as to preferving Bodies. from 
Corruption in the Grave, as well as thofe of the 
three Children, from being confumed in the fiery 
Furnace; and that of Daniel, from being devoured 
by the Lions, when he was in their Den. . 
But whilft this paflage miniftreth great wonder}} “ 
to all that fee'and hear of it, What is himfelf the} ™ 
better for it? For, had his Body been. eaten by] 
Cannibals, thofe Cannibals by Fithes, thofe Fithes} 
afterwards by Men, thofe Men by Worms, yet, 
fhould it have been brought forth as perfect, at thé) 
Refurreétion of the Dead, as now itis; yea, as 
it was then, when it was fir committed to the} 
Grave. ip tt 
Now, as for se-building of that Cathedral,) su 
when I confider, how many Sons that Mother hath) 
had, who in all Ages have been as kind and boun- 
tifal-to her, as could be defired: I doubt not, but 
the fame principles and affections which led them: 
to itin her profperity, will prevail with them to 
be the fame, now fhe lieth in the duft: commife- } 
ration towards her, and confideration of the ho=)} \ 
nour of England, {tepping in as further incentives 
| ais thereunto, 
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theteunto. May England: ( if the will of God be 
fo) enjoy fo much peace and’ plenty, and allithe 
living Temples of God be fo well provided for, 
that none may grudge that coft and charge, which 
is neceflary to re-building Churches; not onely 
fuch, and fo:many, as may ferve for indifpenfa- 
ble ufey but neither that alfo ,.which may rear: 
up others, not only for ufe, but fuch as may be 
alfo, anoutward: honour and ornament both te the 
Church and Nation. 


MEDITATION XVI. 
Upon the Vifiblencffe of Gods Hand in the Deftructien 
ef London. 


T isa great difpute, amongft many people, whe- 
ther men (oneor more ) had any hand, from 
firft to laft, inthe burning of London. They. that 
are for the affirmative, think they have much rea- 
fon on their fide, becanfe one was, by Orderof 
Law, executed upon that account; and the proof 
againft him, no leffe than his own Confeffion 
( both in publick and private ) in which he long 
perlifted, though he knew full well the danger of 
it. Now,who but a mad man, would confefs himfelf 
suilty, of fo hainous and odiousa crime which he 
had never committed? Andon the other hand, 
had he been mad; his Judge and Jury wanted not 
wifedom and diligence fufficient, by one means or 
other, to difcover it); neither,had they fo little 
Juftice and Confcience, as to have.convited’ and 
condemned him, for ought he had. faid againit 
himfelf, if it had been evidentto them, he had 
not been himfelf, vor, as they call it, Afentis Com- 
Fe 
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pos. Moreover; fay they, This muft needs have | 
been done, either by Over-fight, or by Treache- 
ry, or by Miracle. We hear not of the leaf um- 
brage of any over-fight, or careleffneffe in any of 
the Family where the fire began, ( which doubr- 
leffe hath been narrowly lookt into ): fo that if we 
rejeat the fecond, we muft reft inthe third, viz. 
That it was done by a miraculous, that is, by aa 
immediate Hand of Heaven, which, fince the time 
that miracles have generally ceafed, feems far lefs 
probable , than it is, that, that fhould be true, 
which a man, that,for ought could be made appear, 
pag his right wits, did confeffe againit his own 
life. : : 

But grant it were fo, that the firft freing of any 
part of London, were wilfully done, by that mie 
ferable Wretch, who took it upon himfelf and was 
executed for it, Will it follow from thence , that 
the Hand of God was notvifible upon it? Yea, all 
things confidered, if Pharaoh's Magicians had been 
then alive and prefent, they would have faid, This 
was the Finger of God, as they {aid in another cafe, 
when it was undeniable. For, firft of all, Who 
but the great God, withheld Rain for fo many 
weeks before, and fent fo great a Drought, 'as did 
make the houfes ready to take fire, like fomuch 
Zinder? Who brought the wind out of his Trea- 
fures, and made it blow fo fiercely for feveral days 
together, as if it had been on purpofe to augment 
and {pread thofe flames like mighty bellows? Who 
that had begun that fire, could forefee the wind 
would continue fo long to catry on his work, 
and not {ufter thofé flames to) be extinguifhed as 
other fires have been? Who dried up the Springs, 
that when men came to dig for water in feverall 
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Streets, little could be had, where ufed to be 
plenty at other times? By whofe Providence came 
it to paffe, that the Engines, which ufed to be fer= 
viceable in fuch cafes, were at that time, moft ef 
them out of kelter, and unfit for ufe? Who took 
away {pirit and courage from men, that they were 
atthat time (above all the reft) like filly Doves 
without heart, and,contrary to their ufuall manner, 
did generally apply themfelvs, not to extingzifhing 
the fire, but. unto removing theit goods, ( even 
fuch’as were comperently remote ) as if they had 
given all for loft at the firft dafh. Whohid coun- 
fell from. mensveyes, that fo. obviousand effeatu- 
all a way,as that of Blowing up of houfes to ftop the 
Increafe of fire, ‘was not fooner thought of ? Or, 
if it were, that it was no fooner put in Execution? 
I fay, Who but the great God did all thefe things? 
Who caufed the fire to burn fiercely, as well a- 
gainit the wind as withit? Difown Providence in 
this; and you will difown it every where. © If 
there were fomething of the hand of man: in 
it; doubtlefle, ‘there was more of the hand: of 
God. | 

But yet, more do they intitle the Providence of 
God to this,fire, who feem confident,. there ‘was 
nothing of Treachery or Defign init. For, if 
they think it came in ‘an ordinary way (but unin- 
tendedly ); things that fo happen, are in Scripture 
more efpecially put upon God's account. It ds 
faid of him that killed a man accidentally, and 
without any purpofefo todo, that God had delive- 
red him into bis bands, Exod. 21.13: Moreover, 
when things that come by accident, or, without 
humane contrivance , fo fall ont, as if all things 
had been laid and prepared for fuch a scipes 2 
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78 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
fich: cafes the Divine Providence is moft vifible 
and’, confpicuons. .Now manifett it is, that: if a} 
Councill of Jefuitshad laid their heads together, | 
how. they might burn London to the ground, §%, 
they could not have chofen, eithet a fitter time, | 
orplace. Not a fitter time, in'refpeéct of the 
sreat Drought that had been, and wind that then 
was; nor yeta fitter place, confidering the vici- J", 
nity of it, to the great magazine of Combuttible }”,", 
Materials, towit, Pitch, Tar, Ouls, Hemp, and 
Powder it’s felf: (viz. Thames-ftreet /.) More+ |), 
over, how near was it to the Watér-honfes, the J /" 
burning down: of which :places , was juft like a)", 
fubtle Enemy his feizing upon fome confiderable } 7) ~ 
Forts; which might otherwife {tand in his way, }°* 
and obftruét his defign. It makes me think of | pi 
what is fpoken, Pfal.73.50. how that God did }0"™' 
wacke away to his angers as if he would have nothing 
to hinder the paflage of it: And, upon the whole; J) 
I cannot but recount thofe words of God, by.his } 7” 
Prophet, to the Jews, Fer. 18. 11. Behold, I frame 4)" 
evil aguinft yous and devife a device againft you : fox Pi 
methinks it apppeareth like a DeftruGtion wifely } 1)” 
framed and devifed. fat 
But,’ as for fuchy as think itcame neither by }7*“ 
Treacherysnor by Cafialty they muftneeds afcribe 7" 
it to meer Providence, and to nothing elfe; not }7'% 
onely ito "God, but to God alone, like the burn- J" 
ing of NWedab and Abiha, or, of Sodim and Gomors ¥ 0 
rab, . So that, let men dérive the pedigree of this })™ 
fire whence they will.(as there are three: conje- § fd! 
tures about it). they cannot exclude the Provi= Jf 
dence of God from having fignally appeared in it. | 
It isa fign the great God is not afhamed of whathe JP 
hath done, and that he cares not who pec its | 
OF | 
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mn For, how eafie had it-been for him, to haye con- 


iy\frived the burning of Londen in fuch away » as . 


te, (that himfelf might fcarce have been feen in it, 
inf (that men would generally have thought, ithad been 
te the hand of Man, and not of God, any more than 
te (every thing elfe is : But now, methinks it is, as if 
ley [the great God had faid, If any man ask, Who fet 
ice | London on fire? let the Circumftances tell them, It 
ibe (Was I, that did it. - 
| _Surely,fomething is the matter, that God fhould, 
te, [aS it Were, Slory, in making known, that he it was 
, |that fet Lindon on fire : Was it not to fhow, that 
,, |he had: a Controverfie with us? Might it not be 
, alfo, left his governing of the World fhould be 
, |ealled in quettion, if fo great a thing thould have 
y |hapned, to all appearance, by meer chance and 
jj foktune ? Was it not alfo to make us ftoop, and {ub- 
4 (Mit to fo greata lofs, upon fuch an accompt, as 
ie, |David did, when he faid , Z held my peace, becaufe 
ii, (Haan Lord didff it’: Ors Mightit not be alfo, totell 
wy, (O89 Lhathe challengeth to himfelf juft Power and 
», Authority, to burn up great Cities.at his pleafure : 
iy (Nd , Who fball fay unto him, what doeft thou? As 
' Lebanon is faid, not to be fufficient for him to burn; 
,) | neither ‘was London more than fufficient: © 
London, Difdain not to fall by that hand by. which 
thou art fallen: Itwas not that poor Mifcreant y 
,, (hat ended his dayes at Tyburn, that did, of could, 
_, py his own power deftroy thee ( though pofsibly 
», (i may be fomewhere Canonized for the Saint 
that did it.) IfGod had not fi:ft dried thee, he, 
_ jand a hundred more, could never have burnt thee : 
, | he kindled the fire, it would have gone out 
again, if God had not blowed the coal: It was 
i NG thar faith, Beboldy I fhake heaven and carth s ne 
. e 
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“he that’can take hold ofthe Pillars ofthe Univerfe, 


and tumble it down when he pleafeth:: Itis he, that It is 
in proceéffe of. time, wilbferve: the whole“ Worldg 
as he ferved'thee : Itwas he, I fay, that bid ‘thea’ 


come down and.lie in the duit. : Humble thy’ fell 
under his mighty hands: He can raife thee up a- 
gain, and make thee a Princeffe among the Nations, 


when Paris and. Rome: may. chance ‘to lie in eS 


Afhes. 


1 


MEDITATION. XVII. 


Upon the lwrning of the Seffivas-horife?in the O1d-By 


Baily.: 


doa with greater lins than other placesiare guilty 


¥€ Hat arebuke:is it to the Cenforioufnettey 
of men’, whoare ready to-charge Lon-§) 


of; -bécaufe thisgreat Judgment fell upon it. I fay 


what a rebuke is it 'to them, to behold the moite- 


minent feat of Juftice imall thofe parts, confumedg, 
by the fame fire? Who dare, or who’ truly can” 
in this'cafe, apply thofe words of Solcmon, Eoclef@ 


9,16, 1 [aw nnder-the Sun thei place of Fudgment™, h 


that Wickednelfe was there, and the place of Righteou/=§ 
nelle thar Iniquity was there 2 For amidft all theif 
complaints of men about other matters, and par-§ °°")! 
ticular diftattes they have taken at.particular per" 
fons ot paffages, I do not know that man, thatg *. 
will deny, that there is as much of Law and Con- sD ial 
{cience to be foind antongft the Reverend Judges “" 
which are at this day,as among(t ‘the Judges off ' 


any Time and Age whatfoever : The con idera- 
tion whereof, may be no {mall comfort to. the 


poor Citizens, whofe difficult Cafes, relating a 
ae the 


ie Wi {| | 
At and 
‘ Want 

Aor 


teh 
‘iwi the fire. are like to lie in their breafts, and be fab 


Nutt jected to their wife determination ( which, I hope, 
‘thai Will be fuch', as may abundantly confirm that 
y | honourable ‘Charaéter, which I think, but juttice 


ip 4) tO Sive concerning them). 


tim) = Let was that honourable and moft eminent 
ie i Place of their Seffions, within the City burnt a 
jmongft the reft. How commodious ‘was thar 


__| Place for their work :for that it was {cituate near 


Felons : ( Nemgate I mean ) it being requifite, 
that Juftice and Sin fhould not dwell far afunder 
but, that the former fhould, asit were, tread up= 
On the heels of the latter. From thence had ma- 
ify 'Y Malefactors received fentence to be deferved- 
Lh 2, %ECuted, but now the place itfelf, which for 
ity CE" caufe we know not) had received an unex- 
fy pected fentence in heaven, had it executed accor- 
getuingly, and came to an untimely end, yet had it 
hl tod fo long, as to acquire the name of Old, being 
alled the Old?Railyy and, asone Author thinks, 
aan a Court of Juttice, for fome purpofes above 
vial EE hundred years fince, vz. in theyear 1356, 
ae what more than Old or very Old can be at- 
fe fibuted to any Creature upon earth, in point of 
4 Utation, none of which, in this world, fhall be 
na erpetual ( for that is more than the world it felf 
gf all be.) The Apoftle telling us, that all thefe 
vd ngs thall be diflolved. When places of Juftice 
esl deftroyed , perhaps Malefactors willlrejoyce , 
Pf boosh, they have little cafe; for change of 
ie flace will no whit mitigate their punifhment') bue 
“a ltrue and honeit men. will be forry. May there 
qite want ees in which. to try and arraign 
if etactors (int cafe ooh be atiy fuch ) but much 
| ra- 
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8, Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
yather’do I with, there might no. more be a- @ 
ny Malefaétors deferving to be tried. 


MEDITATION. XVIII. 


pow the Gates and Prifons of London, that were’ 


lurnt. 


Oncerning thofe, that ufe an after care, andigilcs 
provide too late, our Proverb iss That whenmnaulitt 

the Steed is ftolen, they fut the Stabe door : but thet {uc 
fire, when it had: ftollen the Steed, I mean de-gueelit 
firoyed the City, flung open the Gates , or ra-gien ca 


ther demolifhed and ruinated feverall of them 


( Gates. withont a City being as infignificant, andg Beit 
to as little purpofe, as aCity without Gates is bates, th 
unfafe.) ‘Yet had thofe Gates been ftanding gta Det 
which are not ( 1 mean in ftrength and perfeétion Jeu 
it might have carried a good Omen and Prefageliy fev 
with it, as if they had been left to enclofe andieence t 
fecure a City, which fhould afterwards be buili@ate ( 
( though there were fcarcely any for them telHoule 
fecure at prefent; ) but we truft through divineiee ze: 
soodnelsy the fame thing will be done ( but With bit {xc 
more charge ) without thatOmen. No man catpioa: 
tell where deftruétion will begin or where it wilifici, 


make an end, for that fometimes it makes an end gi 


where ufually it begins. . Deftrnétion uftally aft tay 


fanits the Gates of a City firft, and then the City i} 


felf; the lofs ofthe Gates doth senerally prove thie di 
loGing of the City : but, in this cafe, the, lofing offiny 


the City firft, proved the Jofs of the Gates at latt 


‘The Gre went outof the City by the Gates, but ili, 
came not in that way. There are famous Gatefiy, 19, 
for Death and Mifery to enter in by, which are aly. 


We 
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iwe look at, generally; and, if they bé but fhut, 
we think our felves fecure ; (alafs! but too fecure 
lare ‘we in one fenfe, for thinking fo,) {ith Death 
find Mifery have fomany fecret in-lets which we 
know not of ; and can make away, where they 
sa carce find any. We thought, if London had been 
jleftroyed, (as now it is, ) it muft have been ‘by 
Home powerful enemy , vilibly entring, in at its 
in} Gates; but, little did we think of what one {pake 
mie} another cafe; That, there was %vdoy 73 xaxdy , 
tome {uch invilible evils, or enemies within us, 
de) § were fufficient to dettroy it in this fafhion: Alafs! 
(When can we conclude our felves fafe in. this 
iVorld? 

| Beiides that great Ornament which thofe ftately 
(si) Bates, that were burnt, added to the City, andthe 
rear Defence which they afforded thereunto, (as 
ji) enemies from without, ) Were they notialfy 
fig ery ferviceable, as they were the fittelt places, in 
aly ference to their impregnable ftrengths whereof 
bull} make Goales and Prifons; ( neither ‘are there 
ntpny Houfes more neceflary than they, ) fo long as 
vingpaere are many lewd People, whom no other plas 

witwes but fuch can keep within compafss for whom 

cif Fifons are as needful, as Chimneys are for fire: 

vill hich, fet at liberty..would putall into a flame: 

engput now came anunexpected Goal-delivery, ber- 

yagi to many poor Prifoners, than they looked for; 
iy at, to Capital-Oftenders not fo good,as it is like, 
igiey did hope it would:have proved. When no- 
om tious Felons heard of this, probably they did 
aipope, it would break open the doors of their feve- 
ut LPrifons, and fet them free; but, ail they got by 
siti) Was, only a Newer-Newzate , or to be removed 
emom one Goal to another: Bat, poor Men, that 
fb. 2 were 
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ts 
were infor Debt only, asin Lad-gate, &c. pofsi-+ me 
bly they were ina pannick-fear they fhould havq ae 
been burnt in the Pfifons where they were, nog” 
knowing how: to make an efcape : But, if I miftak@ peo 
not, they were releafed in the time of the fire gi” 
which had left but room enongh for Offenders off)“ 
a higher natune: So was the Proverb verified # 
that, It ws an ill-Wind that blowes no Lody any goud . ne Wot 
So was the Fire more merciful to them than these" 
Creditors : fo were their fears converted inti); " 
joy. Is it not worth mentioning, How that Cangeu 
nibal-fire did firft roaft, and then devour thof p10 ao 
Quarters of human flefh, which upon thofe Gatem 
were expofed to the Fowls of the Airs robbingpil, wt 
them of their prey, and burying them in the dui eh le 
much fooher than was expected: Now may it bya 0 
faid,. That the Gates of Lundon, as of old, That thi Nu 
Gates of Sion did mourn. WVe. little thoughmwdl: 
the time had been fo near, when the Security citiipla 
London fhould not confit fo much in its Gates ani 
VValls; (1 fay, its Security , as froma forraigit in: 
Enemy ; for, NWullies ad ami] as ibit Opes y ) as in it tf 
un-enviable Ruins and Pove:ty. eta 
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MEDITATION XIX. | 
Upon the Conflagratin of the Univerfc. | ‘ 


On Rm en ee ie et en eet 


T is evident by Sctipture, that the Heavens ang™') | 
the earth (whieh are now) are referved unto fig Not 
acainft the day of Fudgement, 2 Pet.3.7. And, 7 Ac" 
in the day of Gid (as it iscalled,) the heavens, bein’ 
on firey [hall be diffolved ; and the elements fall mel | 
with Fervent beat,Vert. 12. Yea,the heavens |hall pal 
away with a gre it nie; the earth alfos and the "a | 
(pa) 
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if tat are thereof ball be burnt up, Vert. 10. Some 
te ‘hink, that fire fhall only refine, and purifie, not 
si ?ONfiume and dettroy : But, befides that the ex- 
§reflions of the heavens their being diffolved, cnd 
fi) '4/sing away ; and that of the earth, its being Lurnt 
Ps feem toimport. more, than a bare purifying 
fe) both, or either of them : Why fhould we think 
tnd jhe World it felfthould lait, when all the Inhabi- 
te) nts of it fhall be removed into: another World? 
purely , the World will be of no further ufe, when 
piere fhall be no.oné Man ot- Woman to Inhabit it, 
gad to adore God in, and for it:) God made the 


bind gain, when Man: hath no further «fe for it; (as 

ifen ufe to pall down Tents,:when they have no 
jther occalion’ for them..) The World is but 
Hiods Nurfery;, ( fucha thing I mean as Gardiners 
ysl © to call by that name, ). from whence he means 
ty qi tranfplant all -he there fers} and, when that is 
sapone, he will pull down his fences, and let it run 
ragh tin: Yea, he will fett-in fire asia wild Bore ; 
in@t thall deftroy it. Whofoever believes ‘that 
fod made the World, cannot-but think he is able 
|) deftroy it; forthatitfeems much eafier of the 
0, to bring fomething to nothing, than to bring 
mething -out of nothing. What afolemn time 
ML that be, when the whole world fhall be in 
mes? What a‘petty, puny fire was that which 
ent up Londen, to that which fhall confime the 
_pplole world 2 For what was London to England ? 
yp Hat is England, in comparifon of all the Earth ? 
)) what isthe whole Earth, in comparifon of the 
Hobe of Heaven, which confifts of innumerable 
jits, fome one of which, is far bigger than the 
pface of the whole Earth? Surely the fiering of 
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Gath Vorld for Mans fe, and therefore will unmake it: 
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 Cwhich,in comparifon of Himfelf was but of yefter 
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one City, was but a blaze, to what the burning off), ix. 
the whole Eabrick of Heaven and Earth will bem. on 
We have feen great things, in reference to thiff,, i 
Fire, fuch as our Fathers never faw; but thefe ari, :... 
nothing, to what, both we, and they fhall fee ag, 
the Great Day.. Though I cannot conceive, WHE wh 
Lind of fire it fhould-be,. that might be able to diff’. 
folve the Heavens and melt the Elements> yet wif, 
I believe the matter of things contained in Scripf 
ture, though I cannot reach the manner , ho# 
ach. things fhould be. He that can withhold Are 
fromconfuming that which is in it’s felf Com,” 
buftible, can make thofe thirigs Combuttibky. ) 
which, in their own nature are not fo, or ratheif’, 
can inable fire to confume them.) God, by fetting’,, 
fire upon the whole World, will letus fee, He cal / 

{pare it.. He is Confcious to his own, power, thg ies 
he can make another World when he pleaferlj’”””” 
yea, as many Worlds as now there are Stars. mst 


was infinitely happy before he made the World Ann ) 
ROUT 1a) 


1 
day, for what is fix thonfand years to Eternity?) an} M nm 
He will Be fill, when the world fhall be no: mor 
He was Light tohimfelf, when, as yet, there wer bd an 
no Sun, Moon, and Scars; yea,he was Light it’sfell * br 
foheis, and fo he willbe, when all thofe ligh ul We 
fhall he put out. “We cannot better afford, oy! 
burn a Rufh-candle till wehave burnt it out, ( Oo ining 
when that is done) miffe it leffe)) than he can, t tins fy 
burn np the Sun it’s felf and to disfurnith all chy’ 
Stars of their, borrowed light. . ABR on 

God looks upon this world, as that which is to! le ie 
good for wicked men alwayes to enjoy, but. nd th 
sood enough for his Children alwayes to continu hich] 
in ( OF whom the world is not worthy , Heb. 11.) Wile he 

| an} 


a 
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saad fo being not fit,to be the eternal Manfion,either 
| E the one,or of the other,hath refolved, that when 
pi hath ferved to the end, for which it was made, 
jaf fhall be burnt : His Friends fhall have better 
iManlions, his Enemies fhall not have fo good : 
ui tow foon the Conflagration of the World fhall 
34> Who can tell? God prefixed the time in which 
qf would deftroy the firtt World, viz. within’a 
jiundred and twenty. years after warning given, 
}out hath not done fo by this. Of that day and hour 
| 2097S 0 Mian; -N0, not the Son if wean ( viz.as.man.) 
iit may be nearer at hand, than we are aware of - 
[he ends of the world feem to be-upon us : If 
dint Johny and others contemporary with him, 
called the time wherein they lived, The lef? time, 
fi John 2.18. Heb. 1,2, 2 Pet. 3. >. What may 
this be called? © Well might the Pfalmift fay, This 
their way is their folly,of them, whofe inward thought 
Iwas, that their Honfe and Lands fhould continue 
_apfor ever, Palm 49. 11. whereas, alas, the world 
hit felf fhall not do fo.- Were they fecure, that were 
told, The world fhould be drowned , atthe end 
ot a hundred and twenty years, and would not re- 
gard; and are notwe, that know the world fhalt 
be burnt,°and that, for ought we know, within 
Bhalf that time, or lefs, and yet are not affecied 
Ewith it? - Ought not the very thoughts of that 
| birning;.to be as a fiery Chariot, to convey our 


, minds from earth to heaven?’ Onght it not to 
if guench our affeétions to the world, as one heat 


| puts ont another ; fo the heat of the’ Sun puts ont 
ithe Fire. I obferve Saint Peter tofay, that The 
B earth'and the works that are thereof, [ball te burnt, by 
which, I fuppofe, he means the works of Art (be- 
B caufe he {peaks of none of the works of heaven, 
EF 4 which 
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which are all natural)-fuch as are, ftrong Towers; 
ftately Pallaces, famous-Cities, and fuch like. 
Now the day in which that fhall be done (faith he) 
fhall-come upon the world as a thief in the night, that is, 
fuddenly, and unexpetedly.Nor know I, what bet- 
ter ufe can be made of the dotrine of the Worlds 
intended Deftru€tion by fire, than that which we} 
read, 2 Pet. 3.11. Seeing then, tha all thefe things) 
hall be diffolued, What -manner of perfons ought we to 
b's .1n all holy conver{ation and godline[s 2 | 


t 
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MEDITATION X¥X. 
Upon the Fire of Hell. 


V Ho can think on the late dreadfull fire § ai /w 
| without fome ferious reflections on the § yor 
more dreadful fire of hell?. If that Zophet which 
is fpoken of, //a. 30. 33. be the fame with Hell, #idaw 
methinks the defcription of it isfuch, as doth not 
a little agree with our late fire, The pile thereof 
(faith the Prophet) is mach wood, the.breath of the Gum il 
Lordy like a ftream if brimftone, doth kindle it. Was. GW 
not the pile of our late fire much wood, of Chur- fan, | 
ches, Houfes, and other Stru@tures? and did not Gkneit, 
the wind (which may be called the breath of the Bolen} 
Lord) fo kindle it, or rather, increafe it, as if Ghent, 
ithad beenamighty ftream of Brimftone poured Gathry 
in uponite Some are not more hard to-believe Bin: (, 
there isa Hell (a Lake that burneth with fire and’ Bhi 
brimftone, which is, Thefecond death) than they. Bij) 
would have-been, to believe, that any fuch fire, fiw 
fhould, or could have fallen tpon London, as that qi 
which lately did. If more dreadful things than Gy ; 
we could imagine, do happen unfyretold, (as the Bly. 
i late | 
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| fate Judgement for..one.); ,;Why fhould we think 
lif thofe. incredible, which the Scripture _ plainly 
|| fpeaks of, though they far tranfcend.our imagina- 
i) tion, and what we fhould otherwife expect? No- 
bey thing” can make the burnings of Lindon , atid the 
mifery attending it,,feem f{niall,. but, to. confider 
| the fire of Hell, and the mifery of the damned. 
hing | and that confidetred, this doth even vanifh and dif- 
appear before it. For, What isa fire of four days 
continuance, to,.that which thal lait more milions 
Of millions of Ages; than.there-are minutes in the 
fpace of four dayes.and nights? Or, What-isa 
fre , preying. upon Honfes and. Goods, ‘to. that, 
| which fhall prey upon Bodiésand Souls; as Chrift 
| hath.commandedus, to Fer him; who ccn ccfh ful 
ine} 2nd body into hell. If one Soul be-:(as it-is.); more 
tie} Worth than many worlds, how. much lefle fs-one 
lich City worth than.many-thoufand-fouls 2- Neither, ys 
el) Hel.an uncompounded torment, conliting .of fre 
not} Onely;. but. there are other. ingsredients, to make 
mg) the mifery of it.more unfufferable. :.. There. is :the 
tht worm that Jhall never die, there isithe darkaefle that 
Wis) hall. never end... There is the heat of fire to Tore 
}ment, butnotthe light of fireto Refrefh.",Oh the 
t) demerit of fin, that,fire, which of it’s {elf is fo.in- 
| tolerable a torment, fhould not be thought. fofh- 
yt} @1ent to punifh it!” Shall I. dread-fire alone Cfuch 
dp as that which befell the City) and-fhall I not dread 
wel Ihore fcorching, flames than thofe,: accompanied: 
) with a gnawing worm and a perpetual night? Ican 
heartily fay with. that:.goad man. . Hic ure, hic 
\feca, Domine; fed in eternum parce, Here, O Lord, 
peut and burn, and do what thon wilt with mes 
onely fpare in Eternity. May the confideration 
hep et Hell-fire, not onely deterr me from fin, but 
| | alfa 
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alfo kindle love to Chrift within me, who is | 
therefore called’ Fefus, becanfe hall ‘fave his | 


people frome the wrath to come, | 


MEDITATION. XX1. 


Upon the coming of that moft dreadful firein fo Livi | pis 
lized a year, as 1666. Bmw 


V Hen will men give over sroundlef{e PIO- Bsr 
phecying 3 When will they learn, Not! to F ih (ic 
a EROH) Gy be wife above what is written? Did not Chrift | filo De 
a q fay to his Difciples, Ze is ot for you to kesom the Basho 
hie a times and feafons, which the Father hath put in his ¥ 
ownhands, One faid, That an Itch of difputing was J jj. 
| in his time, the {cab ‘of the Church: cand inour time, | jon, 
an Itch of prophecying hath been ‘the fame thing. | een 
| d According to the manifold prophefies, which have | 
(ee been concerning it;-66.fhould have been a year of | te 
ae . - Fabilees Thad almoft faid a time of the Reftitution of | 
, all things, but, alas! ua men lookt for light, be- | 
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| } ter defiuéion then evel was coming ipon hen Td 5 in 
ie is faid, that God hath fet one over againft the other to Foon 
i the cad that nian fhould find nothing after him. Ecclef, | fi 
Be 7.14. If it be the glory of God to conceal a mat’er | “rh 
. (as the Scripture faith, it is) why will men pretend |. 
1 ees ie to know what God intends to do? Who can tell, Viale 
: aay iff what ‘the womb of a day, much more of a year will | sty 
Re: bring forth? If women that are with child know | *! 
iy notwhat they go with, whether male or female, | Dice 
a wife or foolifh,who can tell what isin the womb of | Md ‘ 
aes Providence? Such as pretend to foreknow future } ue : 


contingencies, are not more admired for their wif | ‘ii 
dom before the time be expired, than they are ufu-’ | 
ally | 


| 
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ally:condemined for their’ folly and prefumption, 
when the event proves otherwife. We read in Jer. 
23.28, There were prophets of the deceit of their own 
hearts. VV hich caufe the people-to forget the nme of 
God by the dreams’, which they tell every one to his 

eighbour. Therefore,faith God, The prophet which 
hath a dream, let bim tell a dream, and he that hath 
my word let hits (peak my word faithfully WV hat is the 
chaff to the wheat > We fay proverbially, Old Birds 
cannot be causht-with- chaff, yet'a great many are 
with fuch chaff as the prophet’ {peaks of, meaning 
falfe PrediSions: many. of which fhould by right 
have been written in Hebrew Characters, for that 
the event fhews they weve to be read backwards, 
like the prefages of Almanack-makers concerning 
weather, who frequently ‘tell us, it will be fair 
when it proves foul, and foul when it proves very 


fair. 


The DeviPhimflf ‘is more tender of his credit 
than many men have bin of theirs: for it was always 
his manner to'deliver Oracles in Ambiguous éx- 
preifions, that;whatfoevér the event were, he might 
not be charged with falfhood ; whereas men (that 
know lefs) have ventur’d to fpeak as plainly and 
pofitively as could be, touching things to come, 
which falling out quite contrary have~filled their 
faces with fhame. If that had been the worft, it 
had been no great matter: “but, alas! men have‘not 
only wounded their own reputations by their da- 
ring falfe: prophelies, but by accaftoming them- 
felyes and others, to believe and disbelieve agains 
have greatly propagated Atheifm in the world, and 
made the abufed credulity of many to end in in- 
fidelity. They that have been often deceived, be- 
come always jealous, and ufeto fay, Alas! whom 
or 
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or what can we truft? Though there be no reafonin fi, 
the world that men fhould fufpe& the Word of | 
God becaufe they have been fruftrated by the | 
dreams of men; I cannot deny but that there are 
and have been ftrong impreffions from God upon | 
the minds of fome men concerning future things, - 
but,as the Apoftle faith in another; cafe, Haft thou | 
faith have it to thy felf before God: fo in this cafe. | 
though they themfelves cannot but. believe the. | 
things which are fo impreffed upon them, yet let 
them keép that faith to themfelves, and not expect 
others fhould believe the, fame things, unlefs by 
miracles they could prove themfelves to be Pro- 
phets fent of God; or till {uch time.as the event 
fhall fhew they were not -miftaken.- A-prophelie 
may indeed and in truth fignifie much, to him that 
utters it, which yet may fignifie nothing at all to 
them that hear it, becaufé he may have received its ¥, 
from God, whereas others: have received: it but 
from himfelf. As to all the prophecies concerning 
great, good things, which fhould befall £ag/and in 
Sixty fix, be it to themfelyes upon. what grounds 
they have had fuch expeétationss fure lam,nothing 
hath yet appeared that looks like a fulfilling of 
them,though the year be almoft expired. He that 
foretold that Ce/ar fhould die upon fuch aday, 
Cefar fending him word the day was come, and he 
was yet alive, made anfwer that day was come, but: | ce 
it was not paft& gone,and die he did upon that day; iy 
So fome it may be will tell us that Sixty fix is come, i 
and far f{pent, but not quite paft and gone, *Tis x 
very true, and fo long as one day or hour of that | im 
year lafts, let them lengthen out their hopes. Ifit | ih 
produce what they have foretold, I fhallnot enyy . | . oy 
them the honor of proving true Prophets; bucif it. | ths 
end gsm 
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end as it hath’ begun, and held on hitherto; give 
me leave to fay, that meer humane Predi€tions 
touching future Contingencies ought never tobe 
trufted more, and thatthe fruftrations of Sixty fix, 
fhould abolifh or prevent the credulitie of all 
after-ages. 

There is a Text or two, which I fuppofe, many 


_ do build upon, who have great regard to humane 


Prophelies. We read, fay they, that the Secret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him, Pfalm 45. TAs 
But that muft not be underftood, as if God: did 
make them that fear him acquainted with all his 
Secrets : for it is faid of Chrift himfelf, confidered 
as man,that,Of that day and hour, {peaking of the 
day of Judgment, kuows not the fon of man him- 
Self. Moreover, fay they, in Amos 3. 7. it is 


| written, Surely the Lord will do nothing, but he re- 


wealeth his fecrets unto his fervants the Prophets. Yea, 
but where are fuch Prophets to be found in thefe 
dayeés as were inthofe, viz. Approved of God a- 
mongft men by miracles, figns, and wonders, as.is 


| faid of Chrift, its 2.22? Doth*not Experience 
thew, that the Gift of prophecying (as thereby is 
Meant the infallible predi€ting of things) is either 
| wholly, or for the moft part atan end, as well as 
feveral other Gifts, which were intended but for 
| the infancy of the Church : If it befaid, that it js 
Written, Za the laff dayes, your young men [hall fee 


| wifions, and your old men hall dream dreams. your 
p ] 3 


| fons and daughters fhall prophefie, it is evident, 


from 4éts 3.16. that that was fulfilled in the A- 


| Poftles time : for, faith Peter, when the Holy Ghoft 


Was poured out upon the Difciples, when they 


| Were filled with the Holy Ghoft and fpake with o- 
| ther Tongues, This is that which was fpoken by Joel if 


will 
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will poure out may [pirit upon all flefh, and they fhall H ifhes®' 
prophefie, 8c~. But, itis further faid, that the pres [ill 
diGions of fome good men, have cometo pafle, Mut! 
they have hit right (asthey call it). That may. not D 
be too, and yet fuctas they may beno Prophets jj ul) 
to us, that is, no fach Prophets as we are bound to | (ast 
believe, till che Event have declared, that they | the Tra 
themfelves were not deceived. : Itmay not be al> | derive 
wayes from Divine Revelation, that men prophelie than ito 
_rightly. concerning things to come: A man may | le Ln 
draw a Bow at an adventure, and fhoot at random, gutjoil 
and yet happen to hit the mark, though he that, jpotct! 
fhall do fo, will miffe it much oftner, Now, as qt 
one faith, AdZen mind when predictions hits not when 
they ‘miffey and that is the reafon, they give fo 
much heed to them: Whereas indeed 5 as in 
predicting of weather, when it fhall be faix lg 
and when it fhall be fowl; fo in other things, ga Cr 
though menfpeak but what comes next it is almoft jimi y 
as. hard to be alwayes out, as it isto be alwayes 
right. 
How.fain would I prevail with men notto lean 
upon the broken Reed of uncertain Prophecies? 
hereon, if 2man lean, it will go into his hand and 
pierce hina ( as, was faid of Egypt) I[4.36.6. Pierce 
you they will, more wayes than ones as namely; 
With fhame, when youfee your confidence difap- 
pointed: With forrow, when you fee your hopes 
fruftrated : With reproach, when others fhall de- | 
ride you,and fay,is this the good time you lookt for? | 
Is this the Deliverance you expected ? What now is | 
become ofall your Prophecies,touching whatwould | 
be finch and fuch a year? All this Reproach you. | 
might fave, if you would believe no more than 
what the Scripture warrants you to believe : 
Where | 
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| Where doth that {peak of the glorious things that 
i |) fhall-be in the year, 1666? or, give you to expeét 
il, ) more from that, than from any other year? Are 
i) not Divine-Promifes fufficient for your comfort, 
its) unlefs you eake them out with human Prophecies, 
it} (asthe Papifts do the Counfels of Scripture, with 
ity} the Traditions of men: ) It is well, if fome do not 
‘ls derive more comfort from fallible Prediétions , 
le} than from the infallible Word. Is not the Name of 
may | the Lord a ftrong Tower 2. Why. then will you-be- 
mM, | take your felves to.a refuge of lies? Itis enough for 
hut | poor deluded Fews to-be alwayes comforting them- 
| delves with one vain Prophecy or other, (as they 
hn | are obferved to be feldom without; ) but, it is be- 


fo) low Chriftians foto.do , who have afure Word of 
in | Prophecy ; which they fhould take heed to, 4s toa 

light foining in adark place. Be confident, Faith, 
and, Credulity are very different things :. The firit 
ot | Builds upon a Rock ; the laft upon. Quick-fands. 

Believe » but be not Credulous’; many credulous 
people make many falfe Prophets, (as they fay 
Receivers make Thieves: ). There will never want 
people to make Prophefies , fo long as there are 
mf | enough to entertain them, and to truft upon them. 
(Jer.5<31. The Prophets prophefie falfely and the People 
| Love to have it fv There are too many, that fay in 
» (their hearts, Si populws vule decipi decipietar : If 
0 | People will. be deceived , they fhall. Many {mall 
.| Prophets, in this, and other ages, feem Merchant- 
ladventurers for a little credit ; They will be the 
is | Authors of a Prediétion right or wrong ; itis. fit it 


| be pleafing, whether it be trueor no: If it come 
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yi | to.pafs, they fhall have a great deal of credit by its . 


a} and, in the mean time, it makes them to be fome- 
»,) What more taken notice of and, if itbe fruftrated, 
ath they 
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f 
| ae 
they are not the firft that were miftaken, there havelll’ . 
been’, and are many falfe Prophets befides them-iy 


felyes': When fhall I fee men fo modeft, as to tefiqgno 


their uncertain Predi@tions, as their Dreams, not 
as heavenly Dictates -in their own names, and nocgi)l>’ 
in the Name of God, faying, Thus faith the Lord 
bit rather,;My mind bodes me fo and'fo; Thus faith) 

my imagination,and J cannot withitand it-At leaft- 

wife when fhall I fee others fo wife ‘as to hearken gi 

to them, only as fuch, and upon no other account mii 
till experience have proved them to be more gid)t 
than to. It is time enough to believe a humane mitotic 
Prophelie when you fee it fulfilled; and you pay it Hist 
a fufiicient refpea, if, in the mean time, you pint 
fafpend your judgment, and forbear ‘to cenfure it. # 

O Sixty-fix! Thou center of human Propheties | phy iis! 
Thoit Ocean, into which-all the Rivers of Conjeét- ivi’: 
ural Preditions did run! IfT live to fee thee end, fica 
as thon haft continued hitherto; for thy fake, if jim«! 
for nothing ele ( yet, upon other conliderati- fale: 
ons too ,) ifmen will find confidence to make a Hit ben 
thoufand Prophecies, no wayes. countenanced by Bin eve 


Scripture, I fhalf not find Faith to believe one of Bp). ; 
them. 7 Bb 


MEDITATION XXH. 


Upon the fire 5 it’s beginning om the Lerds-Day in the 
Morning. Bi, 


As there nothing inthe Circumftance of 
V Time, in which that fire begap, vz. up- 9m) 
on the Lords-Day ? Doth not Providence determine % 
the times before-appointed, as well as the bounds of or Wvlhy 
habitations? A&ts 17.26. Mightnot Hered read Brine 
In | 
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fin in the: time! im which the Angel. of "God 
fmote him, andthe Worms received a comimifsi- 
on toeat him up? which was immediately after he 
had received that Acclamation fiom the Pecple; 
faying, Jt is the-voice-of God, and not of man, Atts 1 2. 
23. Neither can I think it was'without its fignifix 
cation, that London began to burn upon thé! Lords- 
Day. Were not: the Sabbarh= Dyes-lins of London 
greater, that itsins upon other dayes sit being a 


ont | Certain truth, that, if mens ations be evil,the’bers 


ter day, the worfe‘action ; as, 'in'cafe they besood? 
The better day’, we fay, the bétter deed 2 Juftly 
might fuch a’fire have hapned, had it beett onl to 
punith the ufual ‘profanations'of the Dads-Day, 
How many had been playing on that very day; if 
by this fad providence, they had not-béeenYer‘ae 


-|Work ? How many had been then'imployéd/in fet 


vile, and (at that time) tinlawful Works(if fitch a 


i|Work of Mercy, and Charity, as was' déliveting 
i: |themfelves and their fubftance from. the fré, had 


hot been put ‘upon them * How: many: lad! then 
been exercifing ‘themfelves i” Gluttony’ and Drun= 
thd Uncleanne/+ > if theicare of preferving them 
elves and their Goods had not diverted themHow 
hany; that followed! their ‘honeétt Labott's ‘ail the 
Week, had wont ‘to find’ their’ finfil pleafiires ‘on 
the Lurds-Daj? 
Alafs! That the Day, which God at frtt bleffed, 
siwell as fanétified, fhould then’ be eurfedy (PT 


{Rennes ; in’ Rioting and Chambering 5° in’ Filthine(s 


t May fo call it,) above any other dayes ‘thar went’ 
_ (before iti: ‘That Londoners: Thould have iche2mott 


*eftlefs Day that ever they had generally-had; both 
8 to ‘Body ahd’Mind ; of that, which was af frit 
ippointed foz @° Day‘of Reft On that Day in 
| G which 
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whicl: God began’ to Create the World, in them ih that 
firft Day of the Week did he begin:to dettxoy thatif jen it 
great City: Yea, The Day of Cheif his Refurres# jjefulo 
ion, was the firft Day of London's Death and Bar¥ viel, 
rial, Did not good Men hope to have been Pray gi rqinish 
ing., Hearing , Singing of P/alms;- Eating andi 4) 
Drinking, in remembrance of Grif; on that verve es mud 
day, in which they were forced to be quenching of 
Houfes , carrying out of Goods, conveying away} 
their. Wives and Children ?,. Flow fadly, weregipen, 
Churches filled on that Day, not with Men ands ip), 
Women; (as upon other fich Dayes, )“butwithhy, 7,» 
Wares and Houfhold-ftut? And,How much more, 3,,., 
fadly. were they emptied, fome of them, on thatf,, ij, 
very Days not by,exportation, . but by conflagrati-f,,,.}; 
on?. Poor Losdoners catried their, Goods to fevesBi jon. 
ralyChusches5;:tofacrifice them torflames, ( asithiin,., 
proyed,:) thoush with-an intention to have fecu-J,, 
redthem thofe. places proving Sepulchres, which} 
they xepaired to.as Sanétuaries. <) | 
O fatal, and never to be forgotten Sabbath ! No! 
embtem, as other'of thofe dayes,of that ret, which 
slorious Saints injoy-in Heavens but rather oftheg 
day-of, Judgment, which is called, 7 4e,great and. ter-9"" 
rible day of the Lord: Blath-Sanday, fome will call Bakers. 
its,(as formerly there was much difcou fe of af 
B'ack- Monday: ), That. wasexpected , iand cameg 
notithis was not expected,and yet it came,/ike a thief 
in the night.. Vdoubt,not butmen went to theirg: ’“ 
beds over-night \as fecurely as ever they had doneg™ 
‘in their lives: yea, thofe that dwelt inthe honfewe™ 
where it firit began, and. flept.as foundly, for they 
time, as ever they ufed todo, not queftioning bug” 
the infuing-Sabbath-wonld be like all the refts butg® | 
when. the early morning began to aio * or 
| wit 
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\the 


if mith that un-lookt-for-evil, which it was big with ; 
when it-began to cry out with a very lowd and 
i |doleful out-cry : How did it awaken them, witha 
>, { Witnefs, and make them call all their Neighbours 
, round about them: and,in a few hoursgivea dread- 
optal Alarme tothe-whole City. That Lords-Diy 
. pwas Much more areprefentation of Hell, than of 
4 Heavens thonsh both the Work, and Reft of the 
‘Mi Sabbath,.-at other times, be a reprefentation of 
"NW Heaven, not of Hell. Ifee then, how ealily God 
Li can’ turn oar Blefsings into Curfes , and; the Songs of 
ill se Temple into’ Howlings:. Amos 8.3. Not ouly 
iM lie Jews of old had need to Pray, but we alfo, That 
ti ‘ar flight mty not be upon the Lords-Day: For, fo it 
vill was at this time notiwithouta real agsravationof the 
Mifudgment, (as they efteem’d it, ) who did un- 
AN eignedly délire to have been at that time waititis 
ipon God in his Ordinances, and-who know what 
Mt iss in effe&, to lofe a Sabbath. 

| No} 
bid .- ALE DITATION XXII. 

a ‘pon the Place where this drezdfal fire Leganyvizat @ 
loll). Bakers-Hou/e-in Pudding-lane. 


lutte 


M A Ethinks the Burning of Londin, by Means of 
WE that obfcure Lane, was like the killing of 
f tat great Giant Golizh, by a Pibble-Stone, flung 
mijtom ‘the Sling and Arm of little-Davids or, like 
a te flaying of a thoufand Philifins meerly with the 
4? ae-bone of an Als, Judg.1 9.15. Or, like the thrx-+ 
bi Wi doiwn'the walls of Jericho with the found uf Raw t+ 
‘gf 788 Te-may be the great God did defign nothing 
adh oe Glory: to himfelf, in imployins fo mean and 
ionfiderabls an Inflrument in the deitrudion of 
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that great‘Citys but,it looks like a Father's {pitting 
in his Daughters face which would bea punifh-@,.. 
ment carrying a fhew of contempt with it. Wheng,... 
that poor Lane was on Fire, I doubt not, but manyg. 
thought, that other places, of greater note and emi-§}.... 
hency, would dowell enough, as did appear, byf. 
removing their goods thither, and no further, (a! 

to A dermarnbury, &c.) But, it ought to be conli-h 7, 
dered, that Judgments do many times afcend ; andg. 
though they begin at the loweft round of the Lad-f),.,. 
der, yet they do not make an end till they have... « 
climbed up to the very top. Though, this Fire) 
began witha B ikers-Houfe, yet its ambition, (if J 

may fo phrafe it,) was not fatished, till it had con: 
fumed the Honfes of the Chief-Magittrates, and... 
the places of greatelt eminency. WhenGod if. 
Correcting Mean-Men, Great-Ones fhould tremg), : 


We? 


ble, and feek to make their Peace’, left the Cup oq 


Ii, 


round. I anv deceived,if fome Perfons of Qualith) 
did not die of the laft years Plague, though it beh. ~ 
fel the Poor more generally, who were not able tg. 
provide’ for their fafety by fying’: But, when thi, i 
Judgment.is by Fire, great Houfes go to rack ab?” 
well as {malls for, one can nomore fly than: calf,” 
the other : Houfes have no wings but thofe which. 
Fire gives them, when they fly away forgood anif 
all, once forall: They eafily fly by fire, but cai." 
never fly from it. boo 
But, Will it yield us nothing of a profitable AZep 
ditotion, that this fire began in a Bakers-Houfef *) 
Had the hazardoufnefs of that Calling, as to matte Bi 
of fire, or carelefnefs of the People, been the caut yy 
of its, beginning theres when the Natural caul he 
had beenfo plain, thé Moral ground of it had bees. 
lefs worth our inquiring: Bat, I find net wih 
| thin 
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itng| NS eof thatcnature fo much ‘as fufpected ; - yea , 
inf. OME to this day will not believesthat ir came to pafs 
Whe) therwife, then by an‘immediate hand of Provi- 
noftence : Whofe Increduloufnefs in one thing is 
feng Ot 40 great, but their Credulity in. another is 
i pireater, if they think-it were fired from Heaven 
1 (g) MMediately. . That it came by any in the Family 
hfs ROt miftrufted ; that it! was’ by His meanes that 
“nf -onfeffed himfelf Guilty, or by the Treachery of 
Lal BY other; they will not believe : And, if neither 
ly Jf thefetwo wayes , there is but a third can be 
Fi hought of, ( and they muft have a Faith of Mira- 
ft) les, thatbelieve it to have come that way ;:) and, 
Jone ISyAs Fire came upon Sadons, Ws from heaven 
- anf UMediately: But, when I confides. where it began, 
Not to difpute how, ov by whole méans, ) I can- 
aM ot well over-léok a paflage or two in the Prophet 
oe lofeah; viz. Hof.7.4..7 hey are all Adulterers, as an 
a 2? heated by the Baker, who ceafeth from vaifing af- 
~ De be hath hneeded the dough, untill it beleavened:« 
ef tote wotds Contain aipart of Gods cotitroverfie 
ne rith Ephraim that is, -with the Ten Tribes, viz, 
"jit, for their eagernefs in fin, they were like a 
ub Wiery-Oven; very hot-upon their Whoredoms , 
D OV hether Corporal, or Spiritual, . Second!y, For 
mifeir Security in Gn ; They were likea Baker fait- 
' iM leep, whilit his Oven is heating, and his Dough 
i@Viking Leavens: 77 er{. 6, Their Biker fleepeth all the 
AL ght,.in the morning: it>burneth as a frwming fire. 
el birdly, For-thelr {linefs and fubtilty, in carrying 
CF 9 their Wickednefs; making, as if they minded 
mt o fach thing ; like a Baker; that feems not to te~ 
Wid either his: Bread, or his Oyen 3 whereas he 
‘iipath put» Leaven into the one, and Fire into the 
‘ba ther, which is all that can be done for the pre- 
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102- Meditations upou.all the Remarkable | 
fent ; arid, by that time the Oven is hot efoughy an: ye \" 
the Bread leavened enongh,he will be fure to wakey”” 
and fall to his BuGinefs:. Moreover, Verf. 8. War 
read this paflase , Ephraine is Cake) hot :turned| 
Meaning; that as fach a Cake is partly bak’t, am 
partly dough 3 fo, Ephraim. did halt) betwixt Gop 
and Bva', was of feveral Religions, .efponfing thy” 
Religion of thofe divers People they lived'among#i 
as the fore-going words imply 3 Ephraim bath mix 
ed hinsfelf among /t. the People. Seeing thenthe Hq vid 
iy Ghoft feemeth to fet forth thefe Foar things Lhavy..”, 
mentioned, by Similitudes taken from, a Baker, ange” 
the thingshe dealsins itcan be no'wayes impraf 
per, from the CircuinRance of place, where th Sek 
Fire began, viz. a Bakers-Houfe + to Meditate q"" 
thofe Expreffions, and:'to confider, how: far-forth’ 
they are applicable to our felves. If-we have bee} 
asa€ake but half-bak’t, if burning like .a fiery-Ovep ” 
with the heatoftult, and in the meantime fleeping*™ 
in fecurity.', ec. How juft was it with'God to fenf, MM 
fuch a Fire as this upon us? Came it not tf 
awaken.us? ‘Though Bakers can fleep quietly whei 
they have» put fire in the Oven; yet,if they know 
there be fire on the Houf-top, they can take ni hm j 
ret; Advertife thenvof that, and they will flare ufos 
tefently, and indeavour to quench it..11 thoughyte!, 
ttotduch upon both thefe Circumftances, nota mod { 
pretending to know the end of God ineither of" tot 
them; (though he, who aéteth all things accor 
ding tothe Counfel of his Will, hath, a wife end flout 
not onely in all his aétihgs, but in alf the circump 
ftances of them;). but rather to fhow, that AZedita 
tion is a Plants that may fpring ont of evety Soil pac 
a Fruit, that’'may growupon every Trées whickp tlio 
may evidence, That it is mot from the aN Op b 
things 
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cig wings (which are all big with matter of profitable 
Ihe ted itation) but from the naughtinefs of onr hearts 
i, iat we are fo much {trangers to it, 

a hy 
a | 
thio “EDITATION XXIV. 

lng if poxthe great pity that ought to be extended to Lon- 
ug doneérs fence the fire. 

WE | A 
he A} Ity,ts anafkeStion that fhould:fcarcely be with- 
sThggbeh held: from»any, that are in great diftrefsand 
og uterys but yetismuch more due to fome,. then 
ing 2others. Whereno miferyis s:there is no room 
oe or Pity, and where there is nothing but miferyto 
inte @CfPeak it ( asinreference to that-Prodigal, who 
rf Y. tL0tous. courfes brought himfelfto husks) there 
hag) 20 canfe for, much. But where merit and mifery 
6, O-hand in hand; the greateft yearaings of out molt 
song ender bowels are called for.. Godiwill not take it 
wing t that we pity thofe whom-he thinks fit to pu- 
not dbs» becaufeone of his great-ends in: punithing 
/qomes is thanhemight excitepity and compaffion 
ving, Otters towards,them):  E havé read that Six 
jo P2748 Moor not Jong before his Execution was 
inn @liked to cut, his'locks,for no otlier end,as.is be- 
yop feved » than:leit bis Venerable hoary Fleece 
rl thould: itir-up too much compaflion in thofe’ that 
rerg vere to be fpectators, at his death,’ But-fo far is 
coi BC-Sxeat, God from that; that he; had: rather we 
ff BOUld number:the grey heirs of: mifery which are 
PON the heads of men, in order to our pitying of 
ppg nem. To tell, Why the late Inhabitants of Lox- 
cuits fom are objects of Royal pity, or to move to it; were 
10. difcourfe; why children under great fufterings 
thould be compafsionated by their Parents ( For 
| G4 Kings 
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104 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 

Kings are Fathers, and Subjects :their Sons: andi 
Daughters). ‘Whereas. the Scripture faith, Can; 
mother forget her childy that fhe frould not have com: 
prffion on the child of ber wom? and though itadds§ cet 


la) 


jety foe way, yet itinfinuates thatthey feldom d¢ 


whohave gsiven'them credit. As'forthofe that Jéad} in 4\ 
a Countrey life;they know full well: that Citizens} weit 
| had’wont to be their beft-Chapmen, (and: to give) {rue 
1 them a good price for thofé*commodities ,. ‘ard} hut} 
Ik provifions which.they thought ‘too ‘sood’ for} iat b 

themfelves, and withall to furnith them with the} bio 

beft things which they ftood in need of. NY had pe 
~ Had Londoners: been the worlt \of) people ‘theltian 
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: 
depth of their prefent-mifery, compared withthe] tae ¢ 
height of theic former: profperity had challenged] pe 
pity and compaffion from their very enemies :) but 
if it may be made appear that they..were gene= 
rally as Civil asReligious, as: Charitable; and.im 
many other refpects as commendable as moft.peo- 
ple‘in the world, none’ but ill natur’d perfons can 
refrain commiferating them,’ much-more rejoycd 
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ies | and triumph: in‘their fufferingso: The: wortt ene= | fit » 
Shee | mies they have inthe world’muftineeds ‘confefs)| int 
: i i thatno’ people were generally more: Civil “and) J», 
Ba Mofal then  they:':As for ‘Religion, I- know theréll hone 
Bia ik are feveral ftandatds by which ‘mew meafure, ‘andl fhiys 
mo a judge of that ¢ though indeed, >and:intrath there! } hy sy 
a 1 4 ts but One, whereby to judge of it, to wit, thes} vi 
; ae Balt 


Word } 


4 
5 


| Pail ages of the. late dreadful Fire. 5 


‘uh Word of God} but if conforthity to ‘the duties 
both of the firft and fecond Table, if love to'God 
-and’to our ‘neighbours’ (fo far as’ men ean “dif- 


iN ‘farely itisthatmuit do it) pure Religion ‘and un- 
Gi defiled: did as*tuch abound ‘in London, as in any 
Weil place whatfoever. 1 meddle not with chafity in 


i ‘ , f A ‘ 
# pointof judging ( Cenfurihg is every where too 


Will Common) but as for Charity in siving and mini- 
bool tring to thofethat are in want, botl of one per- 
(dell {walion, and’ of another, \if that be a virtue (as 
| doubtlefs it is)’ London atl béen'as eminent for it 
in all times it¥°which féveral parties have taken 
their turns in fufferingas-any-plave I'know.. In the 
logt {pace of twenty years arid-upwards that England 
/ hath been ‘diffetl’d by War,-it may be thoufands 
® that by the unhappines of the ‘times have been 
@ bronght to ftraits and exigences, they and theirs 
| had perifhed, ‘but for the charity of Lindon, more 
etl than of all’other places, whilft fome have taken 
® care of the Difciples of Pux/, others of Apollos, 
lenge others: of Cephas, others of Chri? without’ refpect 
bi to any of thofe diftinctions (which beft became 
sil Sood’ Chriftians ); and fovall have been taken care 
nt i Of, more 6¢-lefS; by thofe poor'Citizens’ who ‘are 
pe 


f 
fs Cal 


| How many of them themfelves become ‘the objects 
| of Charity.’ London will not wantfor pity, if it be 
| pitied by no ‘more then all, and-only thofe; that 
@ fixtt and lait have been ‘pitied’and: relievedby it , 
|and that now and hereatter will dearly mifs it. 

jill ITwould not it fhould grate upon the minds of 
| honeft: Citizens ,° undone by the fire, to think or 
i fofpect that a'great many have no pity for them : 
|All good people have, and-they that are other- 
| wife, have no pity, fo mach’as for their own fouls. 
\ Olt I 
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106 Afedztations upon all the Remarkable 


I obferve they ufe to have moft pity from God» 
who have leait from men, being. withall fuch as 
deferve it. When Penninah did forely vex Han- | 
nal to, make her fret, becaufe God had. fhut. up 
her womb, Hannah throve the better for its for 
God l0okt upon her affli€tion, and, opened her 
womb, when her Rival had thut up) her bowels 
towards her, 1 Sam... 5.. When. Shins: curfed 
Daud being at that, time under trouble from | 
Abfalom, David faid, It, may be the Lord will re» q ypiy. 
quite me good for his curfing this dayy, 2Sam.16.13. Fhe 
Such as triumph, in, your: miferies may do youa | 
greater kindnefs thenthey are aware of,according | 
to that in’ Prov. 24.18. Rejoyce: not when thine | 
enemy falleth, left the Lord. fee it, and turn away his | vy 
wrath from him. They that will notlookupon you | hye 
as the objeéts of their pity, are indeed the objeéts 
of yours ; For fo are all they that -fhew themfelves. | 
to be neither Chriftians nor Men : and it is a good | 
prefage, you fhall not always want pity for that | jen! 
you. cannot have it from, a great many people Jy, 
whilft you want it, Pity is that virtue which Englifb- 
men are famousfor., and therefore every Englifh> | piu 
man that is void of it, wants the commom virtue. }y 
and charafter of his Countrey; and ‘he that hath 
none to beftew upon. this occafion,, feems to have 
none at all. I know not that man-that would not 
be loath the world fhould think that he had no 
commiferation for the prefent cafe of London; and 
why is ity but, becanfeit would thence follow, thar”) 
he were of a marvellous ill nature, and unworthy 
of any pity to be fhewed. to himfelf,.even inthe 
greatelt extremity that’ could befall: him. One 
faith, the reafon why, they that have children are 
ufually more affectionate , than’ thofe that have 
none 
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Paffages of the late dreadfulFire, . 10% 
| none, is, becaufe their bowels are often called 
‘upon. By-thatreafon they that have no pity, now 
when that Afectionin menisfo mach called npon 
) are néver like tohave any. Buta pity like-that cna- 


NM rity whichS. Fames {peaks of, fv 2.1 5.1s not worth 


|. half the words'T have ufed. If a brother be naked 
and ideftitite of daily food , and. oft fay unto him, 


tl Departiitt peace,be you warmed and filled; Note 


| withftanding , he gives him nothing, &c.* I fay 
a pity ‘like that charity, which yet is more then 
fome men have, is little worth. But would men 

| fhewthemfelves truly compaffionate, toward that 

» defolated City, andthe late miferable Inhabitants 
‘fof it, if they have intereft in ‘heaven, let them 
pray for the reflourifhins both of it, & them,if they 
have intereft on earth, let them promote? it; if 
they have parts lérthem advife and contrive how 


mesh itmay be effected: if they-have Purfes, let them 


contribute towa-dsit; if chey have all. of thefeslet 
them further it all, and every of thefe ways. Call 
| your felves Papifts, Frenchmen’, Heétors, any 
thing; but true’ Enslifhmen, true Chriftians, true 


I Proteftants, if you have no pity for the defolations 


Of London. I doubt not but there are’ fome Turks 
and Jéws that have, or wouldhavehad, if they 
| had known London in it’s profperity, and fhould 
}e now fee it init’s afhes. O Lord, If men will fot 
pity-the miferies of Londox, the matter is not gréat; 


| poflibly if they did, ic might not ‘fignifie much: . 


onely let Thy bowels yearn towards, and thy re- 


ity) pentings be kindled within thee, and Thox 


(who haft fpoken concerning it, to phick up, and 
pull down ) fpeak in: thy due time, to build, and 
to plant it. . 
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MEDITATION X&XFP, 
Upon thofethas have loft all by the Fire. 


( 7 Hat thal! we fay tothem that have loft alj2 | 
V who tell us, that before the fire, they §" ; 
were worthfo many hundreds, or, fo many thou- 9} 
fands, but fincethen, they are worth nothing yea, §- 
worfé than nothing. Surely they ought not to 9). 
mournas men without hope. If they werefome- 9] 
times as rich as Fob was at firft, they cannot be | 
poorer now than hewas afterwards,. Hatred in 
God towards men, cannot be known by fuch E- 
vénts as thofe; for Fob, who.was in like cafe, was 
a Perfon greatly beloved of God... Do they fear 
that they and theirs fhall perifh? Not fo neither, 
for rather than: the Ifraelites. fhould perifh in the 
Wildernefs, God gave them bread from Heaven, 
and waters out of the Rock. Ravens {hall feed 
them, if they be.fuch as put their truft in God, 
rather than they fhall. famifh..Some, have no 
Children; they, it isto be fappofed, may make a 
good fhift: others; have bad Children, and. what 
. fhould they do with Eftates to.fpend upon their 
Infts?, Others, have good Children, and let not 
them doubt but God will provide for them.. Hath 
the onely. wife God.no wayes whereby to make up 
your lofies? -Did he not: give to Job, double for 
allthat which he hadtaken. away. from him 2. and 
camhe not do fo by you? | | 
Is it your great trouble, thatyou have loft all at : 
once? I have heard of one, who-having a’great fit 
number of coftly Glaffes, did himfelf break them ft! 
all'at one time, that he might not be difquieted "Mi 
time f"sti 


‘ 
2 


- Paff ages of the late dreadful Fire. 09 
time afrer time, by the accidental breaking of 
| them one by’ one.’ Had youf. Eftates been taken 
| from you by piece-meals, now-a part, and thena 
pars, till all had been confumed, *that might have 
fay} proved more grievous to yous and fo it hath fared 
they | With many men. Will you fay, All ts loft, becaufe 


ths | Your Eftatesare sone? ‘Know, he: that is a Chri- 


| 
~| 


vq, | Stian indeed , cannot -lofe his All, yea, the beft 
tty | Part of whathehath, cannot be loft, as is faid of 
mee | A4ary,. that fhe had chofen that good part, which cculd 
he | 0b be taken from her. 1 have heard of a good Woe 
(i) | man, who, when her Children died, had wont to 
hp. | comfort herfelf with this, to wit, that The Lord 
yy | Uveths; who, being more than ordinarily dejeéted 
ton | for the death of one of her Children, that fhe had 
4, | @More’particular affection for; a! Child that had 
‘ ; | obferved what fhe had wont to fay, and how full 


| of heavinefs fhe thén was, came to her and faid, 
1 | Mother, Is the Lord dead? How may the words 
| of that Child, upbsaid the carriage of thofe Chri- 
|'ftians, who mourn over their loffes, as if they had 
not an Eyerliving God to rejoyceé in? Is it ftrange to 
"you to be poor, who have heretofore always enjoy- 
__ | ed riches and plenty? -know,that it is one point ofa 
| Chriftians Excellency and heavenly Skill, to.be 
able to aét feveral and different parts well, as Paul 
4 faith, 7 have learned, how to abound, and how to.wants 
‘| | how to Le full, and how to be empty; how, in every 
0 | Eftate thercwithall tole content. . They are unfound 
| bodies, that can/onely bear the, Summer, bur not 
alfo the Winter, Spring and Autumne. You fay, 
“you have nothing now, How many are there, that 
never had any thing, to fpeak of? Is it no mercy 
lor priviledge, tohave enjoyed, good things fora 
ong time paft, though we may, not.enjoy them a!- 
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: pe | I 
wayes? If menhave had good fight, good hearing, #* 
good health, till they come to be old, and then all #7) 


of thefé begin to decay, or be quite loft, do they, §” 


or ought they; to reckon it no mercy that.they 
have enjoyed thefe things fo long? If you. fay,| 
you cannot live upon nothing (that isnothingicer- 9 
tain) how many ‘hundreds, yea, thoufands, are, §’” 
thorough. the goodnefs of God, provided for from 9". 
year to year, whohave ho certainty tolive upon? F 
Now you have foft the things you had, poffibly you #”" 


will thereby be excited, to look after the things 9” 


which can never be loft, which otherwife, it. may | 
be, you had neverdone. Hath the fire confumed 
your money, or money-worth, as if it had all been | 
but fo much drofs, ‘thisy peradventure, may make 
you look afterthat-gold, tried in the fire, which 
no fire can confume, and then, your’ unfpeakable 
lofs will prove inconceivable gain. What great | 
difference, between the worlds leaving us , and jf) 
our léaving' it?) Youmuft fhortly have'left ic, if ic ff 
had not firft left you. iar 
Trutt God, and doubt not but he will bear your: F” 
charges thorough the world, and “more of this PF" 


world you need not care for. Whata noife will F™ 


this make in the world, that you have lof all, and’ 


who, that hath any thins to fpare;if they know 7 


your cafe, will not contribute, to your relief? 


You have yet the Love of relations and friends, i t 


the’Charity of men, the Fruit of your own inse--' 
nuity, and induftry, the Bounty of heaven, the Re- 

fuilt of Divine Promifes, all thefe things you have, F™ 
befides feveral. others. to help and fuccour you ; * 


therefore, fay not; You'are undone, though all 7 


be loft for the préfent. ° How many. have, from a 
fair Eftate, been brought to a°morfel of Bread, 
Not 


i 


tate |) Mot by-Cafualty, but byCrimes, fuchas God 


baal might have left:you to, as by that fire which, Fob 


0 they | faith, will confame to deftruttion,and root ont all a mans 
i they] #acreafey Fob 31.12. Now confider, how much 
oi fy) better your condition is than theirs. Are you as 
igcets|, thofe that have-nothing,think of theApoftles words, 
" ny 2.Cor, 6. 10. 4s having nothing, yet poffeffing all 
i fog) tings. If, either you are trie Believers, or fhall 
inn] hereafter be fuch, thofe words of the fame Apoftle 
Irigy WIL be verified in you, 1 Cor, 3.21. di] things are 
hing OMS y ye are C hrifts, and Chrift-is Gods. 

it tay 


Humed MEDITATION XX¥1. 


been 

make Upon thofe that have loft but half their E tates by this 
which || Fires or fome fach proportion. 

Kable Bah 

wed VVie amercy is it, that you have loft but 
” and | half, ‘when fo .many. others have loft all> 
: tq (kao. Much better is half ia Loaf, as our Proverb 
' ffpeaks, than-no Bread ? -As David {aid to Afephi- 
wont CY 20D, Those and Zibah divide ; fo hath God .deci- 
fi ded the cafe, betwixt the fire and you. You are, 
4 iit (At moft, but like David’s Servants, the one half 
' ,»{ OL whole Beards were {haven by Hanan, and their 


Nas 


a ay the help and’ favour of the good Samaritan; and 


es O»may you. . Poflibly, that half or. part which 
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meaning ,the former ‘with quietnefs and content= 
ment, was much better then the fatter without it.jju, 
God can give you twice fo much contentment . with! 
half fomuch Eftates Ifyou fay, and fay truly, that} 
you had fcarce enough before., and-now have'but} 
half fo much as:you had then; there-are that -have} 
more by half then they  needed3* and. how 
knoweft thou bat God may incline them to confider 
thee who haft fcarce half enough 2 | ,) 
But,Oh! themiferable world im whicl»anany fics 
whofe cup overflows will, let others have nothings 
of theirs, if they have but fomething of. theixghep 
own, though that fomething be. next to nothing shore t 
If men that have ten children have but enongh tof 
maintain. one, are they no objets of pity and cha=§iall li 
rity? Jfa man have doublet and breeches fuch aseen 
may ferve his turn, but neither hat to his head,ge «0 
nor fhoos to his feet, will you snot commiferatethi cy 
him? Did the good Samaritane overlook the man th] 
he met becaufe hewas*but half dead? did heftayplat ; 
till -he were ready to. give up ‘the. ghoft before helbiived 
would do any thing for him ?: This is the manner off He 
but too many men: bit the comfort is, your: hea-fior 
venly Father he knows whereof you ltand in need di 1 
Whether: the moiety. of what thou fometimes hadith, 
be, or be not'enough for thy occalions, Blefs:God 
for it. That willbethe way to-havé it multiplied ash je; 
thofe loaves were with which Chrift fed five thou-falt 
fand to the full.: Try, what double! induftry, dou=fe iy 
ble frugality will do towards eaking our thatial-fi; », 
lowance that feems to fall fhort; and above allfii ,, 
conclufions, try , if doubling thy:faith and confepii;, 
dencé in God will not double thy: maintenance: if Min}, 
need require. Learn to think, that God did. nothni,.. 
erudge thee the whole , but hath: therefore: ref ,: 
trencht 
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ee rétrencht thee, as thou art. retrencht, becaufe he 


- 


i, knew,\ thaobut' half was betterfor thee. 
} With 


1, tha 

}) Slat } 

ave bul MEDLT ATION. ¥XK. 

ap he { 4 "Hy 

ha} Upon whofe that loft nothing by the. Fire. 

owt ee 

onde} Ly Ow wellcameyon of 2 not fo much as athair 


Nk Roof your headfindgedsnot fo much as the {mell 
MalyNE; fire about yous «1 cannot call you-brands fnaccht 
othinglint of the fire, for you were better than fo;: brands 
 theit}ite partly, burnt; fo were-not you. Pall:down and 
ting dore that diftinguifhing-mercy »,.whicli hath fo 
ight referved you, arid madea hedge about you. Alas! 
chi} all had been great lofers, -how fhould one haye 
lichajeen able to help another, whereas now fome are 
iieajole to fuccor others, if they be but as willing. 
tattliod is trying you what good Stewards you will be 
emul thofe Talents, which he hath contitued to you 
hellifill and whole, whileft others ‘are either totatly 
ore ith2prived of theirs, or at lealtwife much diminith- 
nerdy, . Fle expeéts you thould make yourfelves poor- 
tbe (for the prefenr). by your Charity, though he 
nedjith not made you fo by the Fires and woe be to 
sadn, af you doit not. He contd. have forced. all 
fCopur Eftatesfrom you, as he did from others: 
ledapit, he thought fit to prove you; as to what you 
how wid part with freely. He would fee what indu- 
touice that Text-hath upon. you, He thatihath this 
tadrlds: goods, and feeth bis Lrother in want, and {hats 
a Bis Lowels of compzeffien, How dwelleth the love of 
cori id in. bine 2 
ice Think not, that all that is left you, is left you for 
( oigurtelves; for it isnofuch matter : Iris, that you 
empould difperfe and give to the poor, that your 
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Sop ce Sat 


righteoulne/s may remain. You are: but Feoftees ing _— 
truft for others, as to fome good proportion of 
what is continued with you. I expeét, God wil} 
caft fire upon your houfes next, if you caft not you} 
bread upon the waters : Charity may fecure wha| 
you enjoy, and the want of it may hazard all. J 
might have been your lot to have ftood in need ‘oj 
receiving ; and, now you are left able to givifmutl 
(which is a more bleffed thing): will you not do-it Ham « 
Allthat was faved from the fire was given you aj iv 
gain, and will you not lend Goda part, who hatigin ae 
siven you the whole? and what is that lending ‘tqpmiest 
God, but giving to the Poor? God hath beementy 
tender of your Tabernacles, and will not you baoieny 
kind tohis living Temples?. They that were fengprelen 
to fetch the Afs that Chrift was to ride upon, wer sorte 
bid to fay, The Lord had need of hin. Now, if everpnit 
hath Chrift need to borrow of thofe that are ableficiwe 
as in reference to his poor members; and woe tiflejver 
them that can, and will not lend to their Lord ands ha 
Saviour. He could fupply them otherwife, with rego 
out being beholden to you; but it is your love hilo 
values more than your liberality, and the latter buf thy. 
as an Expreffion of the former. It is‘ not fo much Mein 
gift which he defireth, as fruit that may abound to yous nay 
own accounts as the Apoftle fpeaks, Phi/. 4.17. You Men 
may pretend you are thankful for the great Delipii, 
verance vouchfafed you, but neither God, noBhong 
Men, will believe you are fo, unlefs you be alffihhy(: 
Charitable tothem that were not Delivered. or (i 


4 


MEDITATION mel: 


a Upon thofe thatwere Gainers t p tbe late Fires ic 
6 What Sa 2Sverr dt 751 69d 
all ‘V7 Vi fay Ttis an evil wind that blows no bo 
need of dy any good. Some were honett gainers, 


‘0 gyd’and much good may it do them)-‘others difhonett. 
tditSome could nor: let their Tenéments before, the 
youaqires who have fince, letthemforcmoderate Rents: 
i al uch are honeft gainers : Others’ haye Jet their 
Mins thoufes at moft exceffive Rates;and fuch fiaveloaded 
t be lhemfelves with difhonett gait.’ But be theimgsins 
01 bone way or another, I think no man ought fa the 
cthipprefent, to pocketthe money which he hath ¢lear- : 
i, wetgy Sotten'by the fire, (if it be fothey can {pare it). i 
ieveth agri would not drink of the waters of Bethidhens i 
eal thich were brought to him, becaufe, as. he-daidy hI 
woe ti hey were the price of Blood; meaning, his: Soul- ‘i 
od aliers had venturedttheir lives for it > What then 
;nikjave gotten by this fire, is little ie than the price | 
in Wf BI ood): confideri ing how many were peda 
ter bugaed that afew mi ight be fsbithed: or rather, that 
vt le inriching of buta very few, is bythe undoing aT 
{nya Many thoufands. Se 
Men may look upon their gains by this fireyvas Pei 
Weodates': Let as fany-as are able be thei¢ own 
Mmoners, and give it backto God. Is it nota 
be abbatical year “Gn a dol eful f enfe) for thar the 
jor City now injoyeth it’s\Sabbath 2° and ina 
abbatical year that did bear a better interpretati- 
fi, the rich were not foffered toreap, but’'weré to 
lave the Crop to the poor, as appeareck, by com> 
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Rring, Exod. 2.2.11. with Leviri 2 5a5 1fimen 
{EB ho have onl ly faved what they had before, ought 
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116 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


to.contribute to them that have lofts how muc 


more ought they, who have received an Additic 
by this very means’? “To Build upon the Ruin} 
of others, is.one of the worft Foundations that ¢ 

be. Let it never be faid, The fire hath made ye 


-fich;: whilft fuch multitudes continue poor, mile 


ably poor, whom meerly the fire hath made tf 


.Weufe to fay;:-Men have gotten thofe things ol 


‘of the fire,: which they came hardly by. But whi ib 
men’ sot by, orvout of, the late fire, was ealily comp”, 
‘by; well may it go leightly,for it leightly came,yq@h 
neither doth that go leightly;»which goes to tp" 
ufeoof Charity. When I conlider; how, this fi)" 
ewhich hath ruined’ many, hath’ raifed fome, 
-brings to mind what is faid, Luke 1.52. He hal by 
put down the mightyfrom their featsy and exalted thems" 
of: low degree. He hath filled the hungry with gags 
things; and the rich he hath {ent empty away. Howe"! 
ftrangely, and by feeming contraries, doth the prqpi" al 
vidence of God bring things toypafssthat when a dij" 
mall fire hapned, fome men fhould be made by 1" 
So.aPrifon made way for Fofeph’s preferment; an 
Onefimus his running away from his Mater, fa 
hisoreturning to God and to himfelf, anda bett 
Servant to his Ma#er than ever. . An: Eftate ca 
upon men by the defolating Fire, founds like fucph* 
aRiddle as that of Sampfon, Out of the eater cam ce 
gneats and out the [Prong came [weetnefs 2 Is it noteven 
a’ Honey-comb found in’ the Carcafe of a Lion#? 
You whom God by this fire hath unexpeéted]pMny 
enabled: more than ever, to eat the Fat and drin Mids 
the Sweet (you know what I allude to) fee thapiwd 
you fend portions to them for whom nothing mt 
provided. | pit 
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high © AME DITAT ON. AK 0711, 

the ghoon the: End uckmentsanto re>baildiago if Londom 
lade yy oraehs fOamme mpayes vop? ipromotingo itso. 

i HEL | GH S719 Ww wohacd sy Sides | 
* Hat London thould.be re-built, is fo much the 
A concern of England, both in-point of Honour 
jid.of Trade, as. hardly any thing: can. be more, 
hut thatdieth in-the-dutt,oug Glory lieth with 
4: Our Enemies; rejoice-to fee itwhere itis sbue 
pouldwe ;let it, liethere Jong,“Oh,).how. would 
seydcorn us for it, and conclude it were becanfe 
[Athad snot: wherewithal], to, build: ig up. againa 
bey know,) as well.aswe,- that thesesiswno part, of, 
jrelend Aituate-.fo, -commodioutly fer, Trade as; 
padon is, which name js faid.to fignifiein the Lan- 
age of the Britains (it’s firtt Inhabitants) S4ips 
508 a Pown.of Ships; in regard, thas the-famor § 

piven which runsiby, the fide, of it, jis. able ito ent= 
ja hopetain the -sreatelt$hips that, can ride upor the! 
a> Which :thingshath made tt forfamons'a Matt: 

et pote Saips\ bringing in all\the.rich commodities 
bet jawarld can afford. shelence London forto Many. 
te He patt, hath held, itis.Primacy overcall other 

ntsiof-England, and mone hath jbeeo-thonghtihe, 


~ 


fucceed-it:in that dignity, thouglnthe thifting of 


HY CA ! ; 
ad from. one City te another}. and jan -alrernate: 


ft |perlativenefs hath been|frequent.in other parts, 
| the world; where) one,place ;hath; been as coms. 
j@pdtousoas another. Bat-Lomden never -had-rival: 
f jat didy-o¢ could.pretend it's felfjas fit to make, 
‘sopgreat Emporiumjand Metropelis Of Englaadas: 
Bis) it’s rfelf..- The-River, of Thames made’ it{o: at 
itt; and that, under Gods will andjmutt makeitfo, 
| 3 asain. 
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413  Aeditdtions upon all the Remarkable 
again. It perifhed by fires and muft be faved byg? 
water; for,that, if any thing, will make it once a: ane 
gain what’it was: before, ‘as Fob faith ‘of a Treegm 
onély-the Root whereof is:teftinthe ground, thay 
thorough the {centiof water; it will {prout\againg™ 
How venerable is London, were it but for its Anti = 
quit, of which! Assmianas Darcellinus veporty 
ghar it wal calledanancient City: in his time, whie; a . 
wasabdve twelve lhundréds yed’s 480 ¢ and Cornel - 
23 Vatizes {dems to odo the like, ‘ehree hundreR™ 
years befor@him tellin’ us, that,for multitudes of)” 
Mércharits and’ Commerce; London ‘was very reps 
nowaed fifteen Huridred years ago: nor cah wh" 
fappofe it to lave''prefently artived’ atthatperfep™ | 
ion. Whowould not athit the building:of anoy*' 
ther City in’ that place;° hoping it'may ‘continue af! 
nfany Ages as théorher ‘did, ‘and longer too; if Gof ” 
be'pleafed taprévent the like difatter: 21 confefsp™ ’ 
E fove hat tothéa rtien boat at fuch'a'timeé as thip™ 
wharthey willdé, or what fhalfbé'done; asto-chih'" 
buildings of bLyAlba more Glorious tharrever. o Thy 
InhabitantesP S9s4ria are blame forfaying, TAF 
Bricksrure fallendiwn, bab Soe will build with hewel 
Stones, the SyRxnires are cuPdomd, bub wevalhehangl 
them intoC ee, \We ate but pacting’ on. our; Hae 
Hels, axe re Bualding, lebtis ‘ot boat, as ae) (a 
Wer! purtine of Ibo : This iondt!a time inf wlirclpMno! 
rofayimbehithoigh ix Kédonics ns to do'albwe can Dl ke 
Tf otha fie) BaeMich another: City it will Be ye 
grearmercy,? bat one/mere! plorious chary that wi hse, ( 
may fcatle ERsvti we fee it. Alas? how manip 
difficlileies is thatwork élose a with?> How fearon? Acc 
atid deapare!a tt |Aieetials 2 How’ poor-aré-manypite 
tharcdefive %@ batld? How hard, and almolt ing 
poilible will FRE)" tovfatishe the: Interelt-of algo, 
| ey proprietors; 
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ihmoptietors ? Amofisf all the Modets that are pre=. 
‘onggnted, for that purpofé, How hard will it be ‘to: 
i Twmow lidw to,pitch: upon that which may be mott 
Wonveniént ?, If we build ‘every where, as before , 

t agg willbe incommodious for Paffage, dangerous for 
itsAneweenat by anew Platform, itis hard not to be in- 
tenigxious tominititudes of People, whofe Houfes ftood 
euhgeeconveniently, as tothe Publick: Lord, Give our 
\Cimgeniators, doublé and treble wifdom, that they may 

e fatisfa&tory-Repairers of fo great breaches. 

) Buty | How fhall Moneys be Levied for the re- 

uilding of Londen y where the Eftates of perfons 

Joneetned do fall fhort? Two Expedients for that 
} have propounded: already ; Onevwas , by the 


of ngeercy: and Charity of thofe perfons who have loit 
‘inegtele-or Nothing by the fire ; and, who have fome- 
coqung: they couldwell {pare : Theotheris, By the 
pnfquttice and due: Repentance of all thofe perfons , 


ae tipeanters, Landlords, and others , who have raifed 
ncofcionable gains to themfelves, -by means .of 
the late Fire 3 -whdfe duty it is, to reltore, not only 

3, THRE principal of what:they have unlawfully got- 
hye. by the fire, but fome certain over-plus, as was 
idypxovided under the Law, in cafes of Reftiturion: 
WWhen. that is done , I with there were a certain 
cypole-fine, or Mulét, fet upon the head of every 
‘ommon (in, not made capital; which additional- 
Pole, levied. upon all perfons that.are able, when 
nce convicted of Drunkennefs; Swearing, Confe- 
lnage, Curling, yea Lying its felf, might be for, and 
.qeowards the re-building of London: I fpeak of 
lan Additional: pecuniary. Runifhment for thofe 
bCrimes , both for: that the former and prefent 
wMuléts have not been fufficient to reftrain Mens 
(gas alfo, for that great fumms are ftill in arrear to 


ri 4 Juftice 
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Juttice ; becaufe thofe kind of Penalties have been 

but feldom wapenri poffibly not one timéin a hunail! 
dred that they ought to have been. Todothis,werg)so" 
not tobnild London upon the fins.of. the People yn 2 
( as fome will objeé s ) but upon the punifhment} fi” 
of i and dueexecution of Juftice, which would) p=" 
be a glorious foundation. ‘Ifbut one fhilling ex sd 
traordinaty were levied upon men tories quotiegy) lit! 
that is, fo oftenvas they are, or might be,convicteg Bot 
for any of the fore-mentioned fins : How nobleg jul 
City might thofe Fines build, if men fhould contiq le W 
nue fo bad as. now they are ? Whilft fomte particns) 10 
lar perfons, (and thofe able enough to payifor ig} bit 0 
ftick not to {wear hundreds: of Oaths in one dayy] pitt 
belides all the: Execrations and Lies: they becom} init 
guilty of inone day. But; if men-had rather rea} thel | 
form themfelves, than by their Crimes help to resy loneti 
build the City, the former fhall be as welcom:as the nike K 
latter ; and, the latter may; in one fenfe, be prosjmyi 
moted by the former. Buty if that way of raifing balinels 
Money be fohappily prevented, poflibly fo foomi which, 
as God fhall pleafe to turn our: Swords into Plomajinie 
fhares, and our Spears into Praning-hooks : The Wif}ke a ub 
dom of our Governors may think fit to make fome}n th 
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an DR usitass to re: whole ‘Nistor: : But, remem=] 
bring what is faid , Pf. 127. 16 Except the Lordi 
build the b. nfe, (and fo the City,:) they:labour in) 
vain that build its I-cannot but further confident 

what § 
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te what words-we (hould take unto‘our felves, where- 
‘ww with to’ plead with: God, that: Londoay' (if it fo feem 
mm [good to him) may béevbuileagain :’ And, May we 
“hg not pléad». this %O Lord’<How many hundred 
hut) Ramiliesiace theres whate: livelihoods feem to de- 
noi) pend, uipon. the re-building of thatiGity? What 
ite hard fhift: dothey:make, inthe mean-time, dwel- 
iwi) ling many of them like the //rzelites , in-Tents or 
Will Bothes.2 Were-not many-of thefe-good-and merci+ 
bl ful men PAnd, Haft thou: notfaidy That wich ihe 
| Merciful thou wilt flow thy felf Merciful 2 How maz 
itioll) ny ate there, whofe bowels yearn, and whofe hearts 
fil bleed over the defdlations of London? Shall Men 
pity them) and will fof'God° muclritio*e, who is of 
| infinitecopfpaflions 2“ What’ trong affeftions ‘have 
ithefe ‘poor hearts for theiplace where™'that City 
orl fometimesttood? Howeie'they cleave; as it were, 
oti to the Ruins of it ? Howth are'th./'to'remove at 
ry) any diftdnce from it ; asifithey coild'fetile tons 
i) bulinefs' any where-elfe,‘no'more than Iri/o-King, 
| which}: as they fay,"carinot’ give down their Milk, 
i) udlefs their Calves, s¥{omethingin ther likenefs 
Wil Rand>-by- their fides::' Flow do thetr' Enemies, yea, 
wi) and ‘thinetalfo jinfult and’ triumph; whillt poor 
instal Londonlieth in athes?; faying, Aba, Abas fo would 
it tog) we haye-dt?! Shall Londen obe alwayes a Ruinous 
| Heaps whilft’Rome\patid Paris; contiiue flou- 
i {il rifhing Cities ? Hattthon hota greater Controverfe 
‘eq With them than‘withé 2 Doftthou'faffer them to 
i) and? (not that, we’ beg! the deftra&tion of any 
i place,)-Wilt not thow permit London: to rife again? 
vem Shall; England never be° like'its felf again? or 
In Elow can it be fo, if Lundon be no'more ? Was ever 
wilt the. Reftauration’of ayCity more prayed: for, and 
ji Thall all thofe Prayers fall to: the ground? Lord, 
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322 5 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


What joy will there be, when the re-building of 
London fhall be once finifhed? How will the top- 


Stone be laid with Acclamations of Graces Grace, | 
Pfal.71. 20. Thow, who haft {homed thatplace and. 
People great and fore troabletsvouchfafe toguicken them 
again, and bring thems up again from the depths of the 
Eerth : Increafe their greatnefs, and consort themon | 


every fides 
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MEDITATION XXPIE.* 


rf 


ind 8 
com oie 
Spitle, 
tle. so & 
tutes | 
dipttl 


¥ 
qccor dh 


Upon the Wines and Oils that [wam in the Streets a nie 


and did augment the Flames. 


I Have heard, that upon fome. great Solemni= | jc 


tiesy, the Conduits have been madeto runiwith 


Claret :| But, fomuch precious Wine and Oyl; as |W 


ran.down the Kennels upon this fad-o¢cation, was 


never knowr.go.do fo before: ’ Then wasLondona | :u// 


burning Lamp, flaming with its own Oyh+ But , | 


worfe than the wafting of thofe Wimnes:and Oyls 
themfelves. was. their. unhappy mixing .with that 


water; which dome, notjwell. confidering, made | 


ufe of ; to throw npon tlie flames; and,thereby 
in ftead of extinguifhing, did increafe them, 


mich. 
Argun 
houlds 
ther tha 


Oh the. hurtfulnefs even .of coftly Mixtures in | 


{ome cafes, Water alone had.done.wells;but;. Wine 
and Oyl added. to it. did aworld of mifchief : So in 
Bapti(m. ,. Water-alone doth) as welbias can be , 
(fuiting the Inftitution; } -but, to add Cream, and 
Spittle, is both. finful, flovenly.,:and ridiculous: 


But, O nafty beafts ! Why.do.you ufe Spittle’ above | 


all the ret? VVould you imitate that Mitacle 
whereby the eyes of the blind=man. were opened with 


Spittle for one thing? Why then: dovyou not ufe | 


Clay too? But, you.are. better at making Seers. 
blinds 


| Paffages of the Late dreadfulPye. ss. 223 
blind than blind- Folks fee s).Os, is it from the great 
lcommendation which you -have heard-of Paltmg~ 
Spictle, »(inmany-other cafes,'), that you ufe Spits 
itle.in this: Away with your, unwarranted-mix- 
iva turesy (beattly ones efpecially  ) you make me 
i th} digrefs from.a feridus, Subject, to anfwer Fools 
laccording| to, their folly.3, But, die;return a- 
gail | Pa eae 
Oh; How did all-things at that time confpire to 
make podr London |miferable 2. Not only did the 
Streets aiid. Kennels;\drink. freely -.of, their. bet 
"Wines and-Oyls,-but alfo made the Fixe to pledge 
thems) tillrat: bécame-outragious, Jike, aman-in- 
'drink!.oDeunkards may read theis Ginn thejs pus 
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with | mifhmenti: God! hath; inflamed thein,| Crey with 
yh as Wines wherewith. they\hadwont to insiame them- 


1, Was 
sn a 
But, 
Oyls 
h tha 


felvés God ithreatnedy the! Jews, Hols, 2 That. he 
monk: take from them lis Wine, and his Oyls which 
they bad prepared for Baal's and » Why not, yours. 
'which::you had: prepared! for ) Bacchus 2, What, an 
| Argument is it of your uaworthinefs;; that-|God 
| fhould give thefe good creatures to the Flamés; ra- 
ther than to your Selves ° 


PON SU EDITATLON , XXTX, 
| Apon the water running down bill fo faft thut they could 


LS Bak Pop He for® thei ufen oi: 


yin “Sriginos S< Fig sh aw 

ow: | WaNeHd(nathe-water ‘makewmore hafte than good 
hove. | if fpeed yo when itran down-hill.with-fuch -a 
ale} force: that’ they, couldvhardly. make any;.dams to 
sith) favevite) drifotle’sdefcription of ‘Water,’ ts but 


| fliphrwho deferibés it by this , that) it can hardly 
1 be coitainedwithinit’s own bounds, vr \continetur 
3 i” 
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in fuis terminis, facile in altents,' but this fad occafion mil 
may make us think of i it: for it was found very dif Mien" 
ficult to ftopitin it ‘s cateer: yet I think jthe main Miss’ 
reafon was it’s running down fo great:and fteep Miso! 


precipicés, rather thet it’s natural, ,extravagancy, 


vs aptnefs to tranfgrefs it’s'bounds.: Bur let the 


aufe bewhatit will; that whi ch I would: obferve | 


, that by overdoings it undid; it came not at all 


or not ‘cafderably to their help andaid-becaute | 


it came? too ‘fal, ‘So, blood'and fpirits flowing toa 


faft to any part of the body thatis'mif-atfected (as a inlet 


to the fiden’a pleurifié) give no relief but do-hurt, | 


How good were it) if.mtem knew when and where to ent, 


{top He tas a wife man (though: heicalled him- | 


felf a fimplé Cobler) who advifed'that men.would | four, 


unload-on- this fide? AZmnffer } and ‘take’ heed of | 


overthrowin® Charles his)Wain': «Noruwas ‘hea Bik 


fool that obferved, that {ome «men make \fo much 


» 


im ular ll I¢ 


hafte out‘of Babylon that they tun beyond Ferufalems Bier 4 
There is’ no“good Mufick to'be made) unlefs men ff 


will keep thei due sea noeting 7 ar 3 


ary Qreeyh 
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MEDITATION XXX. 


] Bs 
“pon mens. being. unwzlitng there fhunld be no ) fires pry be 


“a 


though fire hath done [0 mach hurt. 


Fter all ‘the mitchiek that fires nash fone in 

the world,firft & Jait,none would be content 
there ‘fhould ‘be’ to fach thing: asofire, cTHotish 
fometimes we! are’ the worl fori it,yet itwould be 
worfe for'ns to: be always without \ it.) The) ufe:of 
things that are greatlyufeful ought nox to bettaken 
away, becaufé they have been abufed:,| or’ may. be 
fo. For by that reaforr the Scripture might) be 


with= | 
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eign iwithheld from the common people, or denied 
) themin their mother-tongue, _becanfe fome paf- 
“til fages in, the Epiftles of Pas/, have been wrefted by 
fey | ignorant people to their own defiruétion. And by 
fit the fame reafon there fhould be no Univerlities, 
ct the | becaufe fome,with the learning they have there 


vt received, have contended. not for, but againft the’ 


‘tal truth: yea, mo Preaching,becaufe fome have done 
cafe) more hurt then good in their Pulpits; Yea, upon 
isto} that account,men might declame againft Chrift 
“i (u) himfelf ; For that Chrift hath been,. and will be 
hurt} to fome a ftumbling-ftone, and a, Rock of of- 
re} fence, and. faith of himfelf, that, in one fenfe 
hit) Fle came not to fend peace. upon the earth , but a 
WOuld | frord. 

tio} They that would, banifh all good things out of 
‘ie a) the world -have ever argued from this very Topick 
wich | that fuch and fuch things have at one time or o- 


dm \ ther done hurt, and may do fo again; fo hath fire ' 


nen} when they refolve'to abandon it, and never ufe it 
More ; then,and not till then, fhallIbelieve they 
are true, to their principles. When the ufe of 
‘things is greater than the abufe, but efpecially 
when, and where the abufe of good things 

my) may be effectually provided againit, to fupprefs 
ithe ufe of them, isathing that can never be an- 
| fwered. 


MEDITATION XXX], 


| . 

| Pllre on a fafe Hearth, or ina good Furnace, or 

| Oven, how ufeful is ic? What almoft can, be 
done 
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done without it 2 “Yet ‘what more pérnicious thar pblon 
the fame fire, if ic chatice to burn where it fhowldigin | 
not: Some ‘have expreffed it thus, that Fire is! gmt’ 
Zood Servant but abad Mafter. Solomon faith, Ligh gis 
ts good, and jt is pleaf ant to behold the Sun. The famegn 
is true of Fire, efpecially in the Winter ‘timestie” 
which we ufé to’commend by the name” of alwysli, 
fine Saany-bank. But if it Happen to’ sét ‘into agus, # 
reek of hay, or into a {tack, or field of Corn, or in-§an? 
to the Timber of a honfe : Oh! What work doth#p-imit 
it oft-times make ¢ Men ‘have their ‘proper placesgalliv 
affigned them by God,’ as well’as Fire. In cafe they 4eoulittt 
be of nimble ative and ‘fiery Spirits, let them fils 
butkeep within their bounds, and they will dono fits © 
hurt. Yea, the livelinefs of their f{pirits may in-he ii p 
able them to do the more good.’ But if fervants }thow! 
once come to ride on Horfe-back, and make their fuigit ' 
Matters go on foots; if inferiours will become 

the head, and make their Superiours the tail; if fine ¢ 
youns Phzetons will get into the Chariot of the fmaste 
Sun, nothing buc mifchief and confulion’ can fier hi 
infue. How good is the Apoftle’s® advice fitres4 
Every man whereunto he is called, therein let him abide Penone 


with God. , igh 


MEDITATION XXXII. 
Upon the Blowing up of Houfes. 


Ethinks ‘that faying’ concerning Babylon is Wi 
SVB very difmall : Happy is he that [ball take thy Ineliti 
children and dalb their lrains againft the ftones. Next Pieces 
to the dolefulnefs of that time,féems to be the mi- | Hwy. 
fery of that: fad feafon in which men rofe up & cal- Bliss» 
led them bleffed,who would do that good office, as will, 


to 


Stun} 9 blow ‘up theis houfes, left they and: many more 
wid howl perifh together. ‘Did we’ ever -think that 
nid time would: come, when men would beg, and 
Lh ntveat that not only their neighbours houfes might 
ittn}y>e blown up,. but their own alfo, and count them- 
t titelelyes beholden to them that would doit? God’s 
: always in Judgements, as well as:Mercies; are above 
‘intoa} ours, as far as the heavens are above the earth. I 
Orin cannot but think what a name that way of Blowing- 
( doth} ap=houfes hath-gotten; how much it is applauded 
diced how much men lament that it was either not 
(ethey|tonfidered or not permitted fooner. We are thank- 
then} al to men that do us good,though by harfheft reme- 
\domjfiess: and why fhould we not be fo to God, when 
witejae is pleafed to teach us obedience to himfelf, 
wvants|hough it be by briars and thorns (as Gideon 
thit/iaught the ‘men of Saccoth); when he prevents or 
cone|tbates our pride, though it be by fending a mef- 
il, fJenger of Sathan to buffet us. But how quickly 
ftelwas a Sreatand ftately Houfe, firft blown up, and 
cn} fhen laid flat upon the ground? It was but.as it 
vice} were a flath of lightning, then a clap of thunder, 
din) hen one jumpt upwards (as if it had been thatit 
might take the greater Fall), then a great fmoak, 
ind prefently all was inthe duit. Scarce coulda 
itrong hand have fooner~ fhuck in pieces the 
votten branches of anold worm-eaten tree; yea, 
carcely could it have made the over-ripe fruit of a 
‘ender plant(as it might be the Vine) to fall fooner 
fo the ground then many goodly Fabricks by the 
itrefiftible force of Gun-powder were fhaken to 
pieces,and prefently laid in the duft, 

| How eafie is the diffolution of any earthly 
thing ? The way of making things is as it were 
ap-hilli men puff and blow at it, and a*e out of 
bréath, 


} 
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breaths and)muft take time: But deftrudtion js agitth 
precipice. soFhings no! fooner begin to tumble 0! 
from the top, but they.aré prefently at the bottom! | 
of that hill. \Gun-powder:it’s felf is the moft eafilyfin Co 
ruined, and) deftroyed: of -any thing ;Thoufandsip Bor 
of Barrels if they lie together may be blown upyes, [i 
by means of. one: fpark; ‘and yet novearthly crea-Mewi! 
ture foable to.deftroy as is Gun-powder;: fo.that it 
fhould feem: nothing; is:‘more Paffivejand-yet-no-gi, 
thing. more: active then'that. So have'l obfervedfs aii 
among{t men that none.are fo. apt to ruine others 

as thofe that, are moft) apt'to: ruine or: be ruinedfwilw 
themi{elves. As deltructive'a thing as-Gun-powdergemt! 
is, did. we not owe the:prefervation of what wasp ul 
preferved.to that under,God, and to them that hadife w 
the courage to ufe it, more then to any thing elfe.pok pi 
Sometimes there is no. way to. fave the, moft but by 
deftroying a part ;fo that high, Prieft. prophefied, fyucet 
that it was.of neceffity that one fhould die for thei lo 
people;though other-whiles if you deftroy any,you fist: 
can fave'none , as; Pan/.told them that were with a int 
him, Except thefe abide inthe thip you cannot be first 
faved. Men skilful to deftroy.,.if they knew when fini 
to nfetheir faculty, and when to forbear it, might fly ex 
be. very: ferviceable ;, forafmuch , as deftrution#tt 


An part, is fometimes the only way te deliverance ; prni'ty 


as there is no, way to fave the life of a man that hath Pia. 
a Gangered-Limb, unlefs you cut it off. lve | 
But, Why was.this way. of blowing up Honfes nol t 
fooner thought.of, ( being fo effectual as. it is)? Htul,; 
nothing could be more obvious; but God is wont # Ff,’ 
to blind thofe whom he intends to ruine. Quos Fa= My Bi 
piter perdere vult dementat ; We read, that, Tbe men Wi ji, 
of - might have not foand-their hands, Pial.76.5« andsih 
if not.their hands, what could they find ? Baty ths 
: Was § 


| Paffages of the late dreadful Fire, 119 
‘iba} Vas this way timely thought of? Wasit motioned, 
‘tikiad would it not ‘be hearkned to? That is more 
ottitaan Tknow: Butifit were fo,the caufe was either 
hell ain Commiferation ; thinking, Whar pity it was, 
lll) Blow up here and there a Houfe ;_ not confider- 
Onn irs, How much better it was to do fo, than to let 
ita} '¢ whole City perifi: Better one Jonas be thrown 
itutill er-board , than the whole 

eto) hus, fome Phyficians 

nerved 
ote 


lok private-Concerns,when they are fatishied what 
by) Il be for publick-Good. Some perhaps do judg, 


died} proceeded from Covetom/ne/s, that root of 2!l evi Ts 
irthefit, Who is fo covetous, as to let a Ship and all its 
jaught be loft, rather than throw a partof its La- 
ewithias into the Sea, whereby to fecure. the reft 2 
ut before ‘attribute it to carelefsnefs, fecurity, and pre- 
wel Mption 5 as thinking thofe flanies much more 
nishifwy extinguiffiable than indeed they were; dnd 
idiot: they might draw waters enough out of their own 
ante Ferns (to allude to Prov, 1,1 5.) wherewith to 
titout; which isa modefter phrafe then is {aid 
nave been ufed in the cafeé:It is a very weak Cor- 
engl, that fome, ir may be, do comfort themfelves 
jsppchal, ex. That, ifever London be firtt Built, and 
ote’ Fic'd again, in any part of ic, they will not 
foul to Blow up Honfés in good time: Now the 
mimpeed isitoln, be fare to fhutiithe Stable-door: 
Ht, Ifhall conclude this AZedibatim with iny belt 
thes ; That, if the will of God be fo, we may 

t hever 
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130 Meditations upon all the Remarkable " 
never hear more the found of the Trumpet , and tl at 
Alarm of War, not yet (which is to. many mor’ 
dreadful than the former ) the doleful noife@.. 


Blowing up of Houfes. 


MEDITATION . XXXII. 
Upon preventing the beginning of Evils. 


yet s 31 
Ow good is it to take things in time, to mepitilé 
a Difeafe, as the Poet phrafeth it ; Venemes opps 
curreve morbo : How many complain, at firft, of mepttitt! 
thing but a Cold; that cold turns to a Feaver + th me 
feaver from Benigne to Malignant ; and, that Mpg 5 
lignity ends in Death. Sometimes the fcratch of ig cue 
Pin; not feafonably lookt after, Fefters and Gaia ™ 
“Scenes, and doth coft men their Lives. Moft M¢ mtn 
think, that, if fo effe€tual means, as were ufed} 
Jaft, had been known at firft, at leaft-wife coni 
dered; or rather, if not only known and confide 
ed of, but alfo refolved upon, and profecuted; thinhich.C 
Fire, which, at laft, carried all before it, had -beelstdl 
ftifled , as it were, in its Cradle. But alafs |. fipteapl 
poor Man-kind, it is generally one aggravation 1 
their miferies,that fome way was made for their ¢}ou. i 
cape, and they were not fenfible of it till ic was tepioit 
late: Not incountring a danger at the firft, ordfite, wi 
natily fprings from defpifing of it; which to ditty 
isa very evil andan impolitick thing: For uf 
ally, the greateit things have but {mall beginningpin, ; 
and that Cloud, which at firft is no bigger thang 
hand-breadth , may {pread, till itcover all the faiai 
ofheaven. Howgpeat a flame doth a little fire kindit 
as the Holy-Ghafetpeaks by St. Fames. It is ill pritow ih; 
fuming, thagithings will conftantly fucceed fo welt ll 


| Paffages of the late dreadful Fire. 1. 
| generally they. do; Fires have ordinarily ber 
enched without. blowing up of Houfes, but 
ould not be fo in this cafe. | 
| Therefore it is good tofufpedt,and provide a 
inft the worft,as. careful Women do fora Quinfey, 
Ind givea remedy againtt it, when their Children 
ave buta fore-throats .chough many fore-throats 
ever end in a Quinfey. . Abundans cautela: non 
cet : If we prepare for the worft, and it prove 
the: wife, the beft willhelp it felf. . I thall liye.in 
wmiigope,that after fo great.a Warning given,none will 
fyereafter be Epimetheus, or ofter to play an after- 
 pame > but willapply themfelves to the remedy- 
Ihc of Evils at their’firft coming.’ \ Salomon {peak- 
ig concerning Anger, faith, The beginning of frrife 
Gi as when one letteth out water 3 therefore leave of 
ulMurife before it be medled withal, Prov.17.14. When, 
ued aters have beguiato make a breach in thofe Banks 
e coip hich: fhould shave kept them in, there is liketo be 
wolidgpch an inundation as will bear down all before it 
phich .Comparifon- is applicable to many more 
ails, befides, ttrife, and contention. .Remedies too 
iteapplied, (like letting of blood in a Feaver., 
tionghen the time for it is paft, ),do-more hart than 
theirgood.. For Citizens, to forbear-carrying out thei¢ 
B0ods, that theyanight arcend upon quenching the 
i omire’, when it was patt quenching, by any- thing 
that they could do, (chow well foever intended, ) 
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‘nimurnt; and, to mcreafe the flames, as well as. their 
gworgrief and loffe by the burning of thein. , I fay 
sain, Let men hence learn totakethings in time; 
emember E/za, of whom wegigad , Heb. 12.17. 
low thar afterward, when HGp ald have inberined 

Be blefsing, he was rejected, for Wammgnd no place f 
| I 2 


Tepentantey 
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32 Med:tations upon all the Remarkable 4) 
tentance,’ (viz. in his father, for having given j el 
vay from him,*) though’ he finehe it carefully wit 

ears. In the fame words’ that Chri? lamented Fel 

rufalém, give me leave to lament’ London , ‘and -fayit tl 


O that thou had/? known, in this thy day,the thingsthy! Wit i 


had concerned thy Peace : yea, let me add, Whenfoe piu 


evil, 

though ina more {piritual fenfe; ‘is {uch «a Dayyhi 
May. we then know the 'things that’ concern 044 fit ber 
peace, before they be hid from uur eyes. 


MEDITATION (XXXL > Mine 

Hpom the City-Min'fters, eu Churches: were Bh omins | 

from the Firee | | if paint a 

) NeaMini 

G Iveareafon, if you can; Why your Church Brau th 
JE were not bufiit, as well. as were the mott Ohne, 

your Brethrens? Why was ah’ Ark provided fop ony) 
vou,( whofe number was fcarce twice eight, ) whenpt,,;, 
alf the Minifters of ‘London béelides were (as. fick} ine 


{wept away’ by that Deluge’ of Fire, (if 1 may fib ha 


‘call it, ) which» did then overflow?’ Were YOU bay 
ehe ‘only oaks that wereoin the Old» World) Hela, 
VVere there nd Preachetsof- Righteoufnel ste 
‘bet your felves ?/or , Didyou help to. .builtla| ‘i 


thar“Ark which Haved you,.as* Nah did? Hove 
dare engage for: ‘You, You! have. more’ humilitiis, 
and modefty than “to think any fuch, things Yor gular 
are convinced, God made a: difference where bth in, 


- found none. Yoil hate in this cafe, to fay, es 


ipiuna difcrevs.. Yuaenow,no account is to-be st 

of it:But that Godiaay have mercy on whone be will haw 
mercy: Godyiapracteth all things according to the 

| e Counfel 
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@ounfel of Hisown Will , hath reafons for every 
‘Ming he doth, but. we are not worthy to know 
“hem. To be fure, thofe I did:mention were none 
them. ) 
What a diftinguifhing mercy. is 1t,.. that. you 
i@ave both fheep and folds, when other Shepherds 
Mon@ave neither folds. nor fheep; their folds are 
hrot, their fheep are fcatter'd. Me-thinks it is 

me, All fhops of meat. are fhut up, only here, 
hd there one, that hath gotten a licenfe, and 
yhat a thing is it, that one of thofe licenfes fhould 
1 to. your fhare, there. being fo few of them as 
re > When there were Ninty. feven Churches 
anding in Londen,had you heard a fufpenfion was 
n{@pming forth ( for what reafon you,could not tell) 
aint all but twelve or fixteen of thofe Ninty fe- 

pn Minifters, could you have imagined that each 

li you fhould have been one_of that priviledsed 
tolWamber, or as the Difciples of Chrift askt-him one 
‘0 1 one when he told them one fhould betray him. 
WiiiZa/ter 7s it 1? So would not you have-askt,Am not 
lone of thofe that are to be {ufpended, and in 
i@fe it had proved otherwife how thankful would 
lu have been ? Such is your cafe now. Orhers 
ve toft, and you have gained ; Others have no 
ullghongregations, and yours are greater then ever 
and look like gathered Churches made up of 
Pople colleéted out of feveral parts and Parifhes) 
lnichiow come to hear you. You have received 
‘Mibgular favour; doth not God expeét you fhonld 
» fome fingular thing ? As-Chrift faid to . his 
ifciples, What fingular thing.doyou? Willyou. 
tthink yours felves bound togfhine with double, 

@d treble fo much light as formerly (if you. cam 
‘oWbtibly ) now that there are.fo few publick pee 
ee I 3 lett 


“qiow that fo many Elias’s (as you your felves ac- 
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feft to fhineih this part of the firmament. Pray,} 
that the {pirit of Elias may be doubled upon youj, 


pot 
gown 


counted them ) are taken away by that fiery Chas 
tiot I have been {peaking of: ‘If you fee fuch mul-}’ 
titudes in your refpeétive Churches as you nevét 
faw there before, have compaffion on them ag 
Chrift had, and Jabour to fend them away ‘well} 
fed, and fatisfied, Your lips are now to preferve), it 
knowledge for,many more than they had wont t¢) Pa 

do; The fire hath siyen you akind of Mooi 
for preaching’ in thefe parts, and therefore’ you}. 
mult needs have’'the more Auditors; Forfeit 0 ae 
your Patent. I was a ftranger to feveral of you, bul}, 
others of you I knew, whom I believe to be hot ba 
neft and ingenuous ‘men, partly for whofe fake] ae 
am glad that thofe Candlefticks are ftill in‘ being; a i 
which ‘did and do contain fo ferviceable Lights | 
As Noah beitig faved from the deluge, did greatly Cs 
help to increafe the world ; fo, may you addé ae 
daily to the Church fuch as fall be "Gacied and then)": b 
the worlt I with you, ts, that a blefsing from heaven}, bt nk 
may attend your labours. pint 


Ui 


WC 
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Mt EDIT ATION ° XXXL). 20h tn 

Upon thife Minifters whofe Charches were burnt, |) bi 
j Ait 

“Fete was ‘canfe to fear fome yeats fince that} Uy 
Churches ikight bé demolifhed , not ‘gene-y'" tt 
cally by fre ‘(for of that there was no miftratt ye mk 
Bilt by'thofe whem the Scripture compares’ to waa) "il 
ter, viz. A yude tultitude, 1 mean of delirded atidy™ | 
fick-brain people, who pretended that all Mini-p% La 


iters, and then legal Maintenance were -Anti-g ie, 
Shriftts 


BS Paffages of the late dreadful Five. 135° 
iythriftian, Churches places of Spiritual whore- 
jyiom; and could as willingly ‘have pulled them 
ep own, as if they had been fo many Brothel-houfes. 
(yg Vas it any thing but a pretence? could they think 
pis they fpake? I thould hardly believe men could be 
No miftaken , but that Chrift foretold fome would 
oy hink they fhould do God good fervice,even in kil- 
ygling his Prophets: and’ Pax! tells us,that when time 
‘4.iuwas he verily thought hé ought to do many things 
Bigain(t Jefus of Nazareth. They that thought it 
their duty to oppofe and vilifie the places called 
EChurches, would probably have‘taken it for as 
‘great an honour’ to have demolifhed: them them- 
| yilelves,as others might to have burnt thems but he 
ypigthat fats in heaven would not gratifietheit ambiti- 
tial lon, but put that work into the hand of the fire todo, 
“ig Which could no ways glory or triumphin itwhenit 
suquvas done.Bat that which 1am now to difcourfe of,is 
a jnot, by whom but upon whom this Calamity cates 
jez Concerning the Minifters whofe Churches 
jyguvere burnt. Now far be it from méand others 
"Mito think that they were greater finners. then other 
mn |Minifters whofe Churches ftand to this day. I can- 
Inot forget what Chrift faith, Luk; 13.4. Sappofe 
ye that thofe npon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and 
flew them, were finners above all men that dwelt at 
\Ferufalens ; Itell you nay, bat except you repent y # 

Me fhall all likewife perifhe Had thefe Minifters made 
ill Cock-pits of ‘their Pulpits (as fome elfewhere 
a j have done): ‘had they, like rhofe. toes of the: clow.n 
ah fost, which confifted partly of Tron, and. partly of clay, 
" in € to allude to Das. 2.4.) come thither to trample 
{gg BPOD Magiftracy: and Miniftery , in” fuch rail- 
vin 188 Language as fome that I fave heard + had they 
thence, like mad men. caft firebrands, arrows and 

| I 4 death, 
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ft) 
death, Prov. 26.18. truly, for that time, theirmil is! 
Churches might have been fpared ; but fuch we. effjee i 
the’ labours of feveral of them, as will certainly# ei 0 
be miffed. i std (04 

Neither can J chufe, but. reflec how .dearlyy H/-! 
fome of them (as.is probable ) will mifs’ theix] wi! 
Livings, fuch I mean as have Wives.and Children,§ Maile 
and little or nothing to liveupon, but what: camel ele: ! 
in that way ;-Pew men make aworfe thift in thel ply) 
world than Schollars, efpecially Minifters when yapld 
put outof their courfe;. They that have lived as ith ih jit 
were out of the world, can wortt of all skill how) wih di 
tolive in it. Swords may be beaten into Plough= \iorl | 
fhares, fo cannot Books; Moreover the liberale} fiplin 
nefs, and ingenuoufnefs of the Education of Schole} wil 
lars makes them greater objeéts of pity than many} then | 
others are,when poverty overtakes them.It is pity) tenn 
that they who delire to live, that they may ftudy,| 
fhould be put upon ftudying little elfe, but how fyi y 
to live. One half yearstime, without the help: offiton(y 
2 Living, may fo pinch fome honett Minifters, whollltey ty 
have great Families, as that .they can, fcarcely $n, th 
bear it. They may have hope,the grafs will grow'hif te)! 


MUCY 
asain, but they fear, left mean time the Steed Ibn); 
fhould ftarve. What fhall: be. done for thofe Mis} jo 
nifters whom only the fire hath fequettred? Hove Jit op 
fnall they be provided for? There is a faying of Hikes) 
Chrift in’ Lek 3.11. which, Analogically ap= Ip; 
plied and pragifed, might So a great way,.and it ty be, 
is this,. He that bath two coats, let him impart to him Heat, | 
thet hath none <P he that hath meat let hins do hikewil ce’ ity in 

But that which Ihave more hope: of, is,that the Pye 
Nobility and,Gentry of Eagland, whoeither have Bode 
or fhortly may have good Livings to difpofe of, Bite, i 


will iay tO hear ty how many worthy Labsarers kn Bee } 
| idle 


Whe inn 
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idie in the Market-place fince the Fire ,, becaufe 
there is pone to fet them.on works and will ufe 
Itheir beft :indeavours, that they may be fent forth 
linto Gads Vineyerd: What.Goddaith of joba.h the 

1 High-Priefi, Zach.:3. 26.15 not,this.a brand plackt 
Nt) owe of: the. Fire 2. is,me-thinks applicable’ to thofe 
te Minifters whofe Churches were burnt, and them- 
“il felyes {pared ; (for what isa Brand, but a ttick 
0 ti partly burnt, and partly unburnt ); Now,as God 
Wit) was pleafed to adde concerning Fufiua, Icke away 
(ail the Pete garments from him, and I will ciothe him 
| hoy | with chenge of raiments, Some fuch. thing, in “a 
gh iMoral fenfe, fhould the feveral Patrons’ in 
ti England, refolve to do for thofe able Miniters, 
whofe Churches were confumed, viz. To invett 
maygithem. with, Livings worthy .of:chem , and, fufter 
iygthem no longer, asit were 5. ta 'we.rfackcloth, and 
dy to lie in-afbes. The Statutes of fome Colledges have 
homfwifely. provided, that when there isany compe- 
I) tition for. places: of prefermient , ceteris PeF lites 
wigthey that have moft need of it;-fhould. be fi: tk cho- 
fen, they that, have leaft wealth fhould ‘carry it, 
wif they have-as much worth. May Patrons go by. the 


Hfame Rule, viz.:, To prefer the pooreit firtt, which 
gto do is as I maycall it Simony, inverfed, or the 
ijuft oppolite to ‘bafe:Simony :.for where Simony 

us dmtakes place,they that have molt(ard are moft free to 


jpaxt with it) do always carry it; but where Cha- 
ul tity bears {way, the lot fallsupon thofe thar have 
limleatt. I fee. how. you may exercifea threefold Cha- 
mjim@rity 1- one, viz., Charity. to unimployed and. im- 
‘ti@poverifhed Minifters, Charity to the places where 
have and people among{t whom. you live, (For fome Mi- 
eclgmifters do. not more want good places, then many 
aiplaces do want good Minifters):Yea, & Charity to 

. your 
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your felyes and families, towhom honeft and able 
Minifters would be no {mall bleffings: Let me} 
therefore beg for fuch Minifters , as the ftaliaas | 
ufe to bes for themfelves; by faying to our Honou- § ;i/,; 
rable Nobility, and Gentry, as they to thofe of 
whom they ask , Pray remember to be good to your 
felves. 


MEDITATION XXXIV. i 
ipon the killing of feveral People by the falling of fomse } c(h 


part of ruinous C hurchess 


En were never afraid, till of late,to pafs by | 4 
the out-fides of Churches , though there | ty 
were not a few that did not much care to come } yy, 
within them : Alas, that thofe places, in which | 44; 
many Souls have formerly been faved, by the } qj, 
faithful Preaching of Gods VVord, fhould now }},, 
ferve to no other end, but to deftroy mens Bodies. | 
Seeing the greateft part of fo many Churches were }; 
burnt, How happy had it been for divers perfons | 
if not one ftone had been left spon another, which-had | 
sot been thrown down 2. Thofe tall Ruins, thofe high | 
Trophies of the Fire, have coft many lives already | 
and God only knows, how many more they may }4q,,. 
coft firft and Jatt. i 
I was never the man that did, (astoo many |, 
others, ) with the Churches down to the very |» 
srounds till fince the Fire; and, tow I wifh itwith |... 
all my heart, concerning as many of themras are |, 
burnt; for, VVhy fhould they ftand to ruin fome, }),,.. 
and to terrifie all that pafs by them, efpecially im }), 
a V Vindy-feafon.I know not to whom it belongs to | 
take care, that rninated-Buildings fhould be quité 4, 
pulled j: 
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‘tel pulled down; but, fure I am, they have had fair 
warning’s ‘and if they take it not, by the fame rea- 
| fon, That he who digged a pit, and covered it nots in 
| cafe a beaft fell into st, waste make [atisfattion tu the 
| owner : andy that ‘he, whofe Oxe gored «xnother mans 
Oxe to death’ knowing that the Oxe had wont ‘io pufh 
| in time pafty and the owner had not kept hin in, was, by 
Mofes his Law; to pay Oxe for Oxe, and the dead was 
to be his own, Exod.21.36. ‘I fay,by parity of reafon, 
ought they, who know the danger of Fragments 
“of Churches, and other Buildings, ftlanding as they 
do, to fatisfie for the lives of thofe Men and VVoe 
| men, who fhall happen hereafter to be killed by 
1) the fall of thofe places, which itwas their duty: to 
ther | have taken down: Great ‘pity it is that fo much 
cones) notice was not taken of the firft perfon that perifh- 
mich ed by that means, as might have prevented the dée- 
ftrudion of all the reit; But, of that we fpeak too 

| late. 
ates | Had thofe Churches been either perfectly and - 
Wee ing, or perfectly demolifh’d, they could have‘done 
rl no hurt; but, being between both, they were in'a 
chal capacity to do mifchief though, as for matter of 
tit fervice, they were in no capacity at all. © I am de- 
il ceived ifitbe not juft fo with almoft, but not alto- 
) Ht ‘Secther-ruin’d Perfons, as with Places of that fort; 
| Though they can do, of receive little good them- 
INnl®) felvesy yet may they prove incomparably deftru- 
‘tH Ative to others, ( efpecially in fuch high-Winds as 
will’ may blow ;). and therefore prudence may fuggett, 
si ‘that fuch Perfons, as are hot judged worthy to be 
int ‘perfe@ly ruin’d, and, as it were deftroyed from of 
i) ‘the face of the earth, had better be left ftanding in 
(0) fome tolerable condition, than in {uch a tottering 
wi) “and ruinous way, as,in-cafe any yiolent tempeft, or 
ill TERRES unexpected 


: 
sii Sta Ae SPREE Sie id OPT ies aoeell - ata: 


; 
‘ 
; 

* 

i 
$ 
N 
i 
\ 


aon 


ane ee en ee 


Te ee ne ee a ed me og 


eee 


2 Mee Se IS ew oN 


140 6 Aded:tations upon all the Remarkable 


unexpected Herricane fhould happen, might in-| 


danger the ruin of many, upon whom they may’ 


chance to fall. 


Ost 
I cannot difmifs this Subjeét till I haye confider- 9 


ed how fecurely thofe Perfons, that were killed by’ 
the fall of ruinous-Buildings, may,have been fup-} 


pofed to have paffed by them, till perchance their 9) 


utter-deftru€tion gave them the firft. apprehenti- | 


ons of their dangers, or rather anticipated the ap- §”” 


prehenfions of it. Alas! How unexpected a gueft § 
oft-times is Death ? How often doth it draw the 


latch and come in upon men unawares; when they 

dream of nothing lefs?, How comes it like a ¢/nef | 
in the night, when men are in a profound fleep of 
fecurityrIt is like,thofe People thought,that feeing | 
fo many perfons had gon that way with fafety the 

felf-fame-day; yea,it may be the felf-fame-hour; fo | 
might they, as well as the reft: But,I fee, there | 


is no Topick, from which men argue for fecurity, jt | 
(how probable foever, ) but fails: them now and fi bi 


then; neither is there any fafety in probable im- | 


munity, from {udden death, but only in due pre- fp 


paration for it, As for thofe, who have often 
paffed ‘to and fro the Ruins, and by the jfides 


of tottering- Walls, but never received any hurt... | 
I with they may confider , How infinitely they are 


tition, 


Seeind! 


bound'to God for the gracious watchfulnefs of his 9X 


sood Providence over them, and for putting; fo | 


vatta difference betwixt them and others, as not to. ite 
let them lofe one hair of their heads by ruinated= Jal 


Buildings , whereby others have loft their lives: 


And, may fuch, as have occafion to pafs-by fuch | 


places from day to, days duly confider, That God pint 
hath: created’ more dangers’ than were formerly 5 iti 


and-therefore. ought they.to walk with, more cir- 


cumfpection | 


t Py Palfages of the late dreadful Fire, 141 
iin.) Cumfpetion than they had wont to do, ‘ahd to be 
‘ny ) in ‘the feariof the: Lord all the day longs andtobe 
| in readinéfs*for the worft that can befall them ; 
ilies as-men that'carry their lives in their hands, and 
ledby) do walk in the midft of menacing-perils. There 
I fip.) isa Promife, (if 1 may 0 call it, ) Fob. 5. 23. that 
‘tier! it were good for a man. to have intereft in, efpeci- 
heni.| ally at fuch atime as this » Thos /halt bein league 
heaps with the flones,as well as the beafts of the field ball be at 
such peace with. thee. ) 
the melts 
vl MEDITATION XXX/. 
poll OF the Fire, its not exceeding the Liberties of the 
Ieeung City. 


AY the 

te fo V Hen Iconfider the Compafs this fire took, 
there’ | how far it went, and where it ftopt, Ife 
wity, eaufe to wonder at feveral things ; Firff, That it 
waijdid burn tuch-what abont the Proportion of the 
fe ims whole City; within the Wallss that is to fay, look 
epre-jhow much was left ftanding within the Walls, (as 


q 


dient it had been by way of exchange and compen- 
{uesflation,) fo much, or thereabouts it burnt without: 
hut Secondly, That though it threw down the Gates, 
eyagpand got without the Walls , yet it no where went 
iflis(Peyond the Liberties of the City of London: as if 
ig (ofthe Bars had been a greater fence againtt it,(which 
gotypDdeed were no fence atall ) than the Gates and 
wee fWValls could bes “Had the Cittizens gone in Pro- 
ie (eeion, or had the Lord Mayor and his Brethren 
vfich POOK a’ Survey of the Bounds and Limits of their 
godmurifdition, they could not have kept much: more 
“yipithin compafs than the Fire did. Did not he 
sctqehofets bounds tothe Sea,and faith to the proud 
AKO Waves 
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waves thereof , hitherto fhalt thou goiand no furthers Bw 
T fay, did not he fay the fame thing to,thofe proud pt 
flames?) How. admirable: is the»work of God, in fice 
cauling.. Creatures that lave without Reafon, yea, §Povct 
without Life, to ac,-as:if théy well; underttood F uniik 
what they did? Doth he not caufe he day-/pring | te 
to.know its places Fob 3.,\¥2. and the Sun to know ces & {pti 
g.ing downy, Pfalm.1044 19. -The Storck, in the héan itil 
vens,knoweth her appointed time, and the Turtle, and 4 Mei 
the crane, and the Swallow, obferve the time of their Me Sn 
comming, Jer. 8.7. When I confider, how the fire dy is: 
took juft fuch a proportion, as if it had beem fh (ii 
markt out, ‘it brings: to mind that ufual faying, fii i! 
That God doth all things in weight and meafure, Pate 
and makes me think of fuch paflages of Scrip~ Jj nin 
ture, as where God faith, Z/aiah 28. 16. that J yho| 
He wold lay Judgement. tothe Dine and Righte= \ iu, 
aufne/s. to, the Plunsmets, , Alfo, where God {peaks 4 (iri, 
of @ people mcted out (wine for deftrudtion, //e.t Se Ti di 
2. and. 7:) And troden under. foob-2- Alfa, where If te 
it is {aid of God'y : that’ He weighed out a path to Mibu) 
his anger y! Pfalea 78.: 534: Which :we tranflates Aine, 
that He made away. to bis.anger, the Meaning 1s5 Turn. 
He did. p:oportion it; asif ne had difpenfed it byt fas 1 
weight. Mt fe 

How great a-Mercy was it, thatthe Suburbs fay 1, 
were {pared; confidering, how greats ‘how pon i 
pulgus, and how poor they were? - Being fo great fina) 
and: capacious, they can contain all: the exiles of Ti). 
the City; but, ithad been impoffible for the Ci-} 
ty, if it had ftood, and they had been burnt, to) 
have contained all the out-cafts of the more fpa- 
cious: Suburbs. | Confidering their populoufnels; | 
if the fire had fallen to their lot, poffibly, five’ 


times fo many petfons as now are, had been: 
nNndones | 
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tieBaindone ; and fo many families had been reduced 
hiiito utmoft penury, as all England had {carce been 
ui, fiaficient to relieve. Laftly, confidering, their 
MePoverty they had much more generally. been 

MBunable to bear their loffes than: Citizens , or 
‘iiifithofe within the Walls were. Neither was the 
“i {paring of ‘the Suburbs, a thing more defirable, 
"“@than it was-improbable, when the fire wa’ in its 
/i§ Meridian or Zenith, if I may fo call it. For, as 
jWithe: Suny which {ets out in. the Eaft, finifheth 
Ciinot its race, till ic come about. to the Wett ; 
isfo did this dreadfull Fire threaten not to ftop, 
Yiijetul it had run thorough the Suburbs. as welf 
ale as the City its felf. But God y who caufeth-it 
Xiltito rain wpon one City, and not upon anothers «and, 
\ titiwho kept that Storm of fire from. falling ‘upon 
ite Zoary which deftroyed Sodom and three other 
jeakitCities, of that which was called Pentapolis, He 
«\bithus divided the flames of fire, that moft/ parts 
wefof the City fhould have their fhare, but: the 
wi iiSuburbs, though «in great:danger, fhould have 
nlat(inone. I think, if men had defigned, ‘to ‘have 
insifburntfo far, and no further, as eafy as it 
diltifwas to kindle, it was hard to extinguith fuch 

a fire, when, and where they would : But if 
ibubfany malicious perfons, did conduét it fo far, 
wpoand there leave it, VVbat they tbave done 


geiiifecretly 5 will ome day be proclainsed pon the 
Widin[e-top. 
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8 MEDITATION XXXVI. 
Upon the Suburls coming into more request then every | 


frace the (ire. | 


Ow much more confiderable ‘are the Suburbs @ ),.. 
« 4Anow; than theylately, were? Some places of Bjj,j)/ 
defpicable terminations and as,mean.account, but J, 
a. few! moneths fince, fach as Honnds-ditch , andy), 
Shirditchsdo now contain not a few Citizens of ve= I.) (, 
ry good fafhion. Philofophers fay, that Corruptio My. 
anins eft generctio alterius: fo was the marring of yy; 
the City, the making of the Suburbs. What rich ¥,, 
commodities:cannot'the Suburbs now fupply us, 
with,which' heretofore could be had. onely within §f.,,) 
the.walls. Time was that rich Citizens would al- @, 
mot have-held their Nofes, if they had paft by q,, 
thofe places where. now it -may be they are con-)l., j; 
firained ‘to. dwell : they would hardly. have kept, 
she dogs of their fick: (toute fobs words with fome%, 
variation), wheré now ‘they are. forced to keep'§, 
themfelves.. Had: London been ftanding ; in the fh, ) 
placesWwhere fomeofthem do now inhabit,Zijim fy, 
and Ochim might have dwelt for them, and the§. 
Satyrsmight bave danced there (toallude to Ifa.1 34H)’ 
21 In-how great requeft at this day,ts poorPiedmont: §. 
as I may-call it (.Somthwark, I mean) which lay @.. 
f{ubmifsively at the feet of London, like an§,... 
humble valley at the foot of a high mountain? §), 
What multitudes of Citizens have flockt toit, as®. 
glad to be free amongft thofe that were not free §)., 
themfelves , the fire having as it were broken # 
down the partition-wall, betwixt thofe that were §. 
Free-men of London, and thofe that were not. i he 
a \ 
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si Pajf ages of ‘the late dreadful Fire, "tas 

If the Suburbs had been burnt, VVhither'would 
(the Inhabitants have fled ? Trade within the VValils 
‘they might’ not, as Citizens may without 3\which 
i} iberty they having now taken, ‘(as itis their due;) 
| What are the Suburbs. now becom, but asit were 
‘the’ in-fide of the ‘late-Famolis Gity, carried and 
laced without the’ Walls 2 Lond’ its felf Cby a 
kind of Meréulvecig ) the Soul of the City, be- 
ing ‘now’ trarilated into the Body of the Suburbs : 
So that he, who would now look for London, mutt 
‘Jlook for moft of it, not within, but without the 
"Walls. Flow ealie is it with God to pull down one 
© and fet up another 2 To pluck the mighty from their 
Be ‘eat, and to exalt the poor and needy ? VVe read, 
) ‘hough in another fenfe, that every Valley {hall be 


tl zalted, and every Mountain and Hill fhall be made 
(di=B : 


m. VVho can but think of Hannch’s words , 


t by hew ng, how God turns the VVorld up-fide-down 
‘ike a VVheel , the uppermoft Spok€ whereof is 
eo ntckly down, and the lowett atthe top, 1 Sam.2.5. 
oe hey that were full have hired out themfelves for 
Wi read, and they that were hungry have ceafed : Svthat 
Mel be barren have lern Seven, and fhe that hath many 
Lil bilder en is wpiscon feeble: And Verf.7. ‘The Lard 

sakes psors and m-keth rich; he Lringeth low, and lift- 


With up. It’ is Sood counfel that an excellent man 
MND ayes 3 vi 


1 Lave 


Hatesand ViValls of Losdin; but, rather confider 
BE fuch expreffions -as thole, Heb. 13. ee eM 
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How. that Chrift (uffered without the:Gate ; Det us gem bi! 
therefore to bim without the Camp, bearing his reproach, misii0 
For here we have no. continuing City. Lfay, Let them gine 
think of thofe words; and prepare for another-guiteg neil 
{uttering without the Gate, than as now they, do ated ficial 
bearing: another-guife-reproach than now they bear § inplo 
for this is next to.mone it being more proper tqVVur! 
fay, and think, That they have made the Suburb Prine 
honourable; than, That the Suburbs have madd (uel 


them defpicable. 


MEDITATION MME TY. 
Upon the Tongue being 4 Fire, 8 James 3 Oa) 8 


V -~Hen the Scripture would exprefs how}ine « 
mifchievous 2 Member an evil Tongue isyfttace 0 
jt faith , /¢ it 2 Fire. Fire hath done a world. ojfpiht i 
mifchief cne time or other, and fo have evilpnii\ 
Tongues ; whereupon itis added, That the T ongeedh rer 
is a world of iniquity. There isa fire that is calleepid w,j 
Tenis fatuns ( quod efficit tales > ) becaufe it makes prow 
fools of men, leading them outof their way: Scqpmii; 
Solomon, {peaking concerning a young man feducecthir 1 
by aHarlot, faith, With her much fair {peech fhe carl yh 
fed. him to yield, Prov. 7.21. Fire from fmall. be-Hini, 
ginnings {preads it felf very far , fodo the evils Olli cy) 
mens Tongues. $0, Solomon {peaking of a Fool Mn) 
faith, The beginning of the words of his mouth ts foo! 
lifbne|’s, and the end of bis talk, is mifclievans madne[s rls 
Ecclef. 10.13. They. are high expreffions- which, 
Sc. Fames wfeth concerning the Tongue, telling US ihiy7, 
that ie defileth the whole body, and fetteth on fire shit sy 
courfe of nature, anditis fet on fire of Heli. 


Pufiages of the late dvendful Fives. tay 

“ME. By fettingson fire thercour{e of nature 5 we may, un> 
“is deritand thofe great Combuftions which thie tongues 
‘WG of nen: have made.:in the VVorld,. of which there 
“sip are three famousofiftances that come to mind, fuf- 
i“ ficient to demonttrate that, fo as men may ufe and 
limiploy: their. Tongues, by means thereof the whole 
'BV-Vorld «may ‘be put into a fame: How did-the 
Wut Princes’ of Suecoth fire Gideon, by that upbraiding 
vl Queftion mentioned Judg. 8.5. Are the hands of 
Cera and Zalmuunah now in thy hands, that ne fhould 
give bread unto thine Army? ‘To which he replyed:, 

VV hen the Lord fhall give Zcba and Zalemunnah into 
unine hands; then will 1 tear your flefh with the briars 

of the wilderne[s; and with thoras: And we know he 
‘iiwas as good ashisword. Did notiAubals churlith 
Tongue kindle fuch a fire in Davids breatt, as might 

i hofbave confiumed~all his family, if the greater pru~ 
eifdence of bigail his wife had not feafonably extin- 
tld @euitht it, 1 Sam.25.200. It was sone fo far, that 
coeDavid had {worn y He would not leave of them>ihat 
Tiniidid pertain to Nabal by the morning-light any that pif- 
cilifed again awall, Verf.22. And all this becaufe of 
‘mij provoking Anfwer he fent him, faying, Who is 
BDavid? Many fervants «mowadayes lreak away from 
ehuieheir Mafters,8cc.¥ ea,the Tongue of David himfelf, 
em@at what time he came witha liein his mouth to 
ll bi Abieaélech ) proved no otherwife than a fire, which 
did confume at once four-fcore and five of the 
FuliLords Priefts, 1°S.am.22./19.1 By the fame reafon, 
ifiehat fo" great Combuftions weresraifed ‘by a few 
# parks falling from the Tongwes of particular men, 
(ay the whole VVorld be deftroyed by the fire of 

ng Wynens Tongues, fuch,and fo greatasiit may beswhich 
mimay give us an accompt,, of whatithe. Text faith 
poncering ‘the Tongue, its ferring-on:sire the whole 
3 K 2 courfe 
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Courfe: of nature Now, whereas: ‘he adds ‘that ‘the @ne.s 
Tongue’ it’s felf, is feton fire of? belly me-thinks!he @ilict 
{peaks of a wicked Tongue,as ifitwere afacrifice;a Biquiil 
Holocanft to the Devil (as the Apoftle fatth-in anos Guim 
ther. cafes: The things which the. Gentiles facrifice,they Bfyeis 
fcorifice to Devilsyand not to God 1, Cor.10.20. ). Fou Mveli 


kindled by fire from heaven,:a depraved Tongue, gi) .bu 
+s {aid to be kindled by a fire, worfe then that which #lonme 
isscommon, vizs cby fire from hell, as if ic were 17 Beentd 
tokemof the Devils preparing, and challenging of Ii 
it for himfelf.. i 


ce 
) a 

Yeras ill a conftruction.as.calling the tongue a fay 
Gre, may bear in one fenfes«yet in anotheraccep= fay, th 
tation of that Metaphor, the Tongue ought to.bea ma 
Fire; and ‘itis its excellency foto: bes The: holy Anafer, 
Ghoftcame down upon the Apotties, in the Forme. of Mines is; 
fiery. cloven tonga’s, AQ. 2:38: God did touch the 
maruth of bissprophet with a coal. frim his altar, im 
tokem that his iniquity was taken away, and his fin pur=| 
ged Ifa. 6:7. There are words that. may be ufed to) 
enemies which would be like» beating coals of fire}, 
-wpon their heads, 10 that guod fenfe that Solvenon wifh=M ithy 
ettits fo todo. May: my tongué\ be fuch a fire as firs 
‘oneofthefe, may. it be aflame breaking forth, topes, 
ventsrand exprefsa fire of God that burns within 2 Beall 
mayuitbe a fre'confuming the vices of orliers by fing 
faithful admonitions, and reproofs , in: kindling iig;, 
andincrealing zeal in‘others, -by warm and aftecti= Rin, 
conate céninfels;afirerefrething the hearts of othersih. 
_by:a due andefeafonable application of divine and fs 
comfortablé confiderations. They whofe tonguest 
sareia fire in the worfe fenfe,viz.inflaming the world py); 
Avith ‘contentions concepifcence, and other norfome) an 
lufts sfhallhavefor'theix reward: harp arrows, of theq. ° 
aye Almighty) 


aa 


’ 


i Raf] ages of the late dreadful Fire 14.9 
\Alinighty with coals of Juniper, Pfal:120.4.Yea, the 


it 


‘Pdme.is;coming, iwhen,in cafe they repent not,they. 
Wthallcty out with, Dives, Father: Abrebem, fend La- 
myrres) that the may dip othe tip of, bis finger in water, and 
Kook, my tongues tormented in this flame, Luk.t6. As 
‘ire is. onerof ufefallett, things in the world, when 
wellimployéd;fo.tsthe:Fongue of man; (therefore 

icalldd:chits) glory.jJasbut as that; when it.exceeds 
NSWBit scbourds yas: greatly-pernicious , . fo, are the 
ST ongnes.of-men; “and-therefore, look what careis 
1 taken téikeep fire within ourChymnies, and other 
Nf @ola¢esyproper for'it; the like fhould be taken. to fet 
wate l-bdfore the doorof our‘lips, that we offend 
Wot With dur Tongues :.no wonder )S. James fhould 
ac aysithat He who ofeudeth, notin peurdsy is a perf ott 
00M any abieton bridle thé wholer dody.."Fors he that can 
: lolfnatterchisitongne can:matter fire, whichof all crea- 
im Mures is moft-untameable. 


ch thier tek cf 
nn « MEDETATION  XXXVIT. 
edt, Upon the Angelsibeing called flames of fire; Heb. i. 


iM) S 1t, for the ‘rAgilityjor for their {piritualtty,or for 
iret cheimgreat power,or, for their likenefs toGod that 
ith, @angelsase called flames of firepor rather, is it not 
ihinpooall of thefe?, How.quickly doth a flafh of light- 
rs bs {hoot its {elf from Eaft to Welt? Nor.arethe 
odliangels of God lefs.nimble. Light and fire (and 
im@lames. comprehend both) areas {piritual bodies 
isany we know, the fitter:therefore to refemble 
Bhofe-whoare meer Spirits, and as the Text calls 
ahem miniftring Spirits. The power of fire,and parti- 
ol@blarly in deftroying,we know to our colt.And did 
iompuat fingle-Angel fhow himfelf lefs powerful, who in 
oy, Come K 3 OnE 
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¥§0 A¢editations upon all the Remurkable 
one night deftroyed a hundred four {core & five thoufandl 
men belonging to ‘thé hoff of Senucheri?’s Wfas37 236. 
Tris not for nothing, that dagels are called \Pointi- 
palities and Powers. Neither have good Angels Tefs 
power to fave, than to deftroy, when they are ap 
pointed thereunto. ‘God himfelf being called a fire, 
it is probable enough, that'Angels go bythe: fame 
name, becanfe ofithe refemblance whichthey bear| 
#4 God, who have more of Gods image: tham ‘man 
himfelf though man hath more of it therpall other si / 
creatures. The Chariots of fire which Eli/ba fawyy {ti 
2 King. 6.17. What were they; but fomanyAn-f. 
selsof Gad that were fent to suard him which madé ae 
him fay,there were more withthan againft him.¥eaj}* 
the fiery chariot in which Blijzhwas {aid °to-have Waete 
been taken tip to heaven, poflibly was no'other then}?! God 
a convoy ofAnvels,fuch as carried Lazaruninto brie) Me 
hams bofom.How happy are the Servants of God in WB 
having a guard of Angels ? How fafeare they, being Di ms 
compaffed about with fuch walls of fire ? No won-} ‘rp 
der, that the righteous are more bold’ than a Exon, as a) calle 
Solomon {peaks ; wild beafts “areiatraid of fire;“and leda 


a 
; 


f 
if there be a fort of men as favage as they, yet call tei 


thofe good Angels which Godhath ordered to'proqymine 
tect his people, keep thofe Salvagés in awe. | What a Modi 
comfort is irthat God hartly faéh nimbleMeflengers joint 
to difpatch upon any expeditioty for our?Bood ? Af [iPe.1 
hoft of Ansels can be with us prefently, even ‘ag thins? | 
foon as lightiins can glance thorough the air. It ig }itte) 
well for believers that Angels are’ fo powerful that fild.ac 
they excéll ir: ftrength, feeing they are theirs, ap= it ft 
pointed ‘to minifter for their'good. In How much hr; 
befs danger are Gods children many times,than they Hwan 
apprehend themfelves, becanfé their guard is fpi- yw W. 
ritual and -invilible; which made £li/ba’s fervant ied 
more 


| Paffages of the late dreadful Five, 151 
uti more afraid. one while than otherwife he would 
ii have been, &.than afterwards he.was.If every Angel 
‘init be a flame of firey what the Prophet told his man 
chidhind another, cafes may-be appliedin: this, There are 
amenore ( flamesand fires I mean ). mth Gods people than 
Ai are agatnft thems rita blows 


ith | ALE DLT ATION XXXIX. 
dhe pen the: wand cof Godit's\ beingy-compared: to firey 


mde RF Ow fall. we underttand that queftion, Fer,23. 
Wea, Uh 290 Ls nat. way word. like aafre faith the Lord? 


jude Wherein confitts.the refemblance betwixt the word 
hegre God. andfire.2. Surely, it’s warming the hearts of 
virgmenin whom ittakes.place,is one reafon ofiit’s be~ 
od mtg fo. called :-For fo faid the Difciples of ,Chriit 
vein 4d, not, our bearts even burn within us, whil/ be opened 
wongee: Scriptures tous 2.-Luke24. 32..Or elfeitmay be 
in, auto.called frons it’s.efficacy; in which fenfe itis alfo 
igealled akammer.abich breaketh the rocks in picces : 
ce ixes ds ableto demolith, the ftrongelt. places» of 
ewe we many have fad inftances at this day;& -fo the 
suWord is faid tobe! mighty. through -God-to: pull 
down’ {trong holds. We. read of Gold tried.by fire, 
Ags Pete ¥67+ and is not the Word of Ged)a trying 
“id ching? It is.faid. (1 fhall not here examine .in what 
“It lenfe ) that:Godfent forth bis wordand.tried Jofeph. 
|i? /4ls2031 9. ‘Who-knows not the purifying. nature 
i of fire, whereby metals are refined? and.did' nor 
nnuehxift afcribe the like virtue to his Wordyfaying, 
het Now are ye clean through: the word that I have fpoken to 
joa? What more piercing then fire, and in that 
«ie efpect alfo, it is much an Embleme of the Word of 
| K 4 God, 
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15z Meditations. upon all the Rr poqehble 


God,whiclyis faid to be /arper than sebo-edeed forall | 
piercing t% the dividing: ‘(under o* i tsa 7 iaial ah i 
of the joints and MAPT Us Heb. A. L2G) IC Suse s Sui fitcl 
Thefe are but fome) of the Pavabtets tliat aiohele er d0 
be made, betwixtthe word of Godiand Fire. Heya 
whofe word it is, would have it to beas Fire. sArid § pont 
if.itbe-Fire, where it hath once broken out, and pth. 
got head,. it will be hard to fmother. or fupprefle fh 
it (as thar Evangelical Fire) ‘whielrwas kindled by| hale 
Lajher insGermenyy could never be sextinguifhedhi 
to this day). Saint Paz! faith, ehosgh he fiereit 
bends, yet the word of God was not bound, 2 Tim. 2. 4 Bhai 
And in Philo R12. he ith? eat: He satay ° th 


at 
te 


rien 
4 


‘which befell him; hed happened ratherto the’ furbhera| dithet 


ane of the’ Gofpe'.° and many-did' Wax confident by! bishinys, 
bonds3-to fpe. A phe ppurd sithoat feare IP the word tie 4 


‘of God be Fite (4st is’ );° iworidét Hor that 'theré} i it 


are fich combuttions in the ‘world by neaasofie $i n 
as Chvift; télling us what throigh the cot tips| Wei 
tion oF hien). would infue upon Hid Gofpel, Laity diy ber 
He “cane nit. to fend! pence pow cart hi Duta Poa ‘he ; 
A4at, 10234 It isnot Godsiwordy "bat omemias it ha 


elfetiofé men ‘would: have, whe would have portnat, 


thins preached tezthem, that! fiowld Eas fire’ t6} led, 


confume their Lufts,’ of toiniakethdir snfciearesyyy ; 
fmatdar thie remembranee of them Ehatwhieles 
not tip tedearch aad pierce, is hothinp akini tofird): 
and therefore cannot be the wotd of Gad, whith 35] 
{aja tb ‘be quieres and powerful as fire itsfelf. THe} om 
fireswhich God kindleth for the good of the wold}: 

(wheredf hisword:s ore of the chief ): woe"be to} 
any tharthall :go about 'toquench.: Quenching of} 
prophecying\t is next unto’ quenching: of the Spirity) AT, 
yea,'andiis-one way F of doing a) as s Divines Obe pn 
ferve.’ | Pocus ift ite, 
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5 Pall ages of the late dreadful Five, 1$3 
|) Dfee'canfey-to bleffe the God of heaven; who 
' hath cfeated' forme fires as ‘profitable as: others are 
piifchievousjfamely his word for oneja fire that nes 
Wer doth hurt, ’otherwife than by accident (neither 
prdeed would other fires ,< kept within:their due 
bounds) bur fo much-good; as no tongueican ex- 
} iis refs. “OLord, that through thine infinite good - 
gnefs; I might’experiment in my felf and others, al! 
rhofe-excellént™ properties of fire meeting in thy 
likvord, -of which I have-how been {peaking ;° that 
fraeny héart-and theirs ‘might! burn within“us at the 
Hearing Of ity‘as did the: Néarts of thy -Difciples, 
nutehat itimay be ‘mighty. thtough theé to pull down 
ebay the Rerons-holds of Sinvahd Sathan that'are with- 
hy Mervus, that Gt might tryeolis’ as ‘gold is tryed in the 
Wire, and‘at the fame time refined’ ando purifieds 
let@rhat it misnt piétce, untothe dividing afimdeér of 
dutfou! and {pitit) and of the joints and marrow; that 
inehe fin whichis, asit were, bred imvoirebones, 
‘uititay be’gorten ontiof the very Heth. »!Maylithe fire 
nis thy word, ‘Have fuchoinfluence ‘as this upon us, 
ciliifive fhall then be. fare=to: -efcape the fire . of thy 
ithipwraths and to arrive to that happinefs; ivhich*is 
fre@eatied 4 The inheritance tf ‘the Saints in Light, 
WAGES 3 ery tOicc CRE 3 


Sci to MERE Bed hGINivtiLis 


Gril Londons Rtood like fo: many little (but ftrong) 
siiorts, to.confront and give, check, to that great 
enemy, Fire; iif any Occalion fhould bes. There, 

i me-thinks 
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154 Medstations upon all the Remarkable 


me-thinks the water was, .as it were; intrenched imme 
and ingarrifoned. The feveral Pipes and Vehiclesiii: 
of water, that were within thofe Conduitsy. all of ihe 
them charged with water, till, by the, turning offfjeto 
the Cocks, they were difcharged, again; ‘were, 
as fo many Souldiers within thofe Forts, wich their 
Mufauets charged, and ready to be difcharged up- 
on the drawing of their feveral Cocks, to keep§y, 
and defend thofe places. And look hows Enemies hota 
are wonteto deal with thofe Caftles , which they§ 4: 
take to be impregnable; and difpain, of ever getasint it 
ting by ftorm, viz. sto! attempt the, ftarving offi 
them by a clofe Siege, intercepting, all provifiond rente 
of Vidtuals from.coming at them; fo went the fregiatn 
to work with thofe little-Caftles of. ftone, which 
were not eafie for it to burn down -('witnels their} jet! 
flanding to this day ); fpoiled them or almoft fpoil+§ me 
ed them it hath for prefent, by cutting of thofed ix 
{upplies of water, which had wont to flow.to them,§) te} 
melting thofe leaden Channels, in which, the watergit:, : 
had wont to be conveyéd:tothem,,and thereby, asii{ic 
it were, ftarving thofe Garrifons, which they couldpinan 
not take by ftoxm. ree py Belb dso TeemUNeY 
‘What the Scripture fpeaks of the Landiof Fordanghre: 
that it was well watered every where, before. the Lordi), 
deftroyed Sudom, even at the Garden of the Lord,ter 
like the Land of Egypt (made fruitful by the Riverfiy jp 
Nilas)3 the fame might have been faid of Londonpiyi 
before this fire, It was watered like: Paradife itd: 
felf: yea, whereas Paradife had but one River, tne 
( though it parted into four heads, Gen. 2. 10.) Lon-Bifr 
Yonhadtwo at leatt, deviding its felf, orixathet de-fhiin, 
vided into many’ branches, and difperfing its fell 
feveral wayess For, befides: the noble River ol, 
Thames, gtiding notionly by. the fides, but tho-M§ 4. 
row 
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\ Paffages of the late dreadful Fad, aS S 


Wivow. the bowels-of London; there was another,called 
hid the Nep-River, brought from Har tfirdshire thither, 
by theiniduftry and ingemnityof thar'worthy andine 
ie ew to be forgotten Knight, Sir Hugh. Middicson,ehe 
Wey pring of whofe deferved fame is fuck, as: the ‘fate 
Fire its felf (though the dreadfullett of-all that we 
Whave known) hath not) norwill rotbeable to dry 
key up: but continue it will, 4 Fountain of:prarfe' and 
hen Aonour, bubling up toll pofterity, ee : 
| As nature, by Veins ‘and Arteries, fome great, 
'getpome fmall, placed: upiand: down: albpares\of: the 
if WBody, -miniftreth blood’ and nqurifhment to'evety 
onli nermber thereof,” and part of each intember sco 
ittigivas that Wholfeme Water, which was asnedefiary 
vhidWor the good of Loadon,'cas blood is forthe liferand 
thei eatth of the body; ‘cdtiveyéd: :by:Pipes, ‘wooden 
fuljor metalliney as by !foomany: veins dhtoalbpartsof 
ttoki-hat famous City... If waren were,:asmwe:amay call 
\t, the blood of London, then were its feveral Con- 
Units, as it were, the Liyer and Spleen of that Ci- 
iy(which are reckoned as the FountainSof blood in 
humane: bodjés):for thatthe great Trunks\of vein’ 
ronveying blood about the body, are feated there, 
jis Sceat Roots fixed in the Earth, fhooting out their 
eLoiranches'divers and fundty wayes.' But ‘alas! how 
loivere thofe? Livers ‘inflamed 5° and Kaw iniitvhave 
Riehhey been fince’ to do their wonted Office ? What 
Lniiprity it'iss-to fee thofe-breatts of Londen « ( for fo I 
iitifnay alfo-¢al them) almolt dyed up's and ‘the poor 
Rik >(tizenis “tHean time fo loth’ as-ehey are; to be wean- 


en angry with the poor 
old 


: 
SS See led A ae cee lik ae Ba Lada A POR OTOL gh eed IW ne Ree area eke eae ear 


SO RRR A Lt An Bi Ramen Sa rd Rag mn: SERS T RM a ints ae 


Mihai TAT la eet SY en, 20-7 


os en tt gl lw ml en ty Ge PON AY IR 


Fs 
chile dana 2a ri ane Ne 


156 AMedztations upomull the Remarkable t 
old Tankard-bearers'; ‘botli:Méen and Women, for i: 
propagating thar Element whichwas contrary to its) i 
and: carrying itupon their fhoulders;4s: jt. were in}, 
State and Triumph ; it hath even ideftroyed their!" 


Trade, and threatned to make chemiperifh by fire; j °°: 
who-liad wont ‘toilive: bypwater: Seeing there are }°°" 


_ few or nonecodiick thofe: Breafts at this day, the} vd Re 
‘matter isnot forgreat ¢ ifithey be almoft, empty 1" 


and dry at prefent,inay they but fill;again y and} ae 
their Milk be renewed, ‘fo:foon as the, honeft Citi-} 
zens: fhalhcome again tostheir former fcituationay:” ~ 
O Lord, that“it’might be. thy.good pleafare to ler}'s™ 
London be fiefeiveftorid:; sand ever after prefervedy 
from Rireiss and’ when onees reftored,, tet -it’be <agyl 
plentifully:and commodionily fupplied with, water)" 
asever it was formerly Make st onceiagainas. the Bata 
PRaradife | of God's’ but never fatter any; deftroying |" 
Serpentany:more tocome thete. .» preter (a 
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Upon the Retores and Reproaches of Pupifts, accafioned byt | 
(this free sis oy oC ' ad34uods boold saivovna, 
27%, I 


sano ontoodk irra ad9 the boxivioo? > * al 
M Esa I hear fome: Rumanr Cashalickss (3) 
LVI theysare! pleated  to,call themfelves; ) faving, 
Someiof yourProteltantsdid confidently foretel, Thaiy 
within this prefent; year 1666, Ave fhould down: sgiiion 
Babylon fhould fall ; Antic hgitt fhould be deftroyeds]! ln 
But, now! your, own City, jis |deltroyed inthe, felfy" i 
fame-years,,whichn(according, to,you ) doth-fhow a fi 
that Dondon-was the itrne-Babylon,.and that, she-true # jc 
Antichrift is amongtt your, felvess Yet.,;npon dues’ 
examination, it will be found, that there; is as little minle| 


fbrength in the Argoment which they have broughtsy ir 
. Nake as 


Moved th 
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me as there, ts fenfe in the name whereby. they are cal- 


led). wizie Roman-Catholicks : which:is.as much as to 
lay, “Members 6f the particular Univerfal-Church ; 


yt pr of that part of the Church which is the whole: 


ay, th ) 


prof Romes which is all, the Worlds: VVeread of 
ames. Of blafpheny. which were upon the, heads of the 


ngnBeaft,Rey.13. 1. But, as if that were not fufficient 


they have added a Name, which is perfect non-fenfe 


i¢ieor. the. reafon aforefaid.s but, that by the way. 
nike their defign is, to prove, that Antichriftis amongit 


us; and , that London was that Myftical-Baly/on ‘fo 
bften fpoken of, according to what was lately found 


che ma Seditious Libel ; Do to Sonth-Babel, &c. mean- 


ing tothe Southern-part of London yet ‘ftanding S.C. 
Bat alafs! How weak are the Premifles from which 


te A | Bhey! have drawn, thefe conclufions. 


Their-Argument< put into a Syllogifin , is this; 
[€ Londin, were deftroyed the felf-fame-year in 
which fome did Prophefie that Babylon'and Anti- 
phrife fhould be deftroyed; then is..London that 


which the Scripture calls Babylon, and Anti-chrif? 


<i imongft the Proteftants: But London was, ec. 


Ergo, “If the VVorld miftake ale nals of you have 


brove it :, But, the confequence of the Major-Pro- 


; Polition hath no force at all init - For, what if {ome 


Hid Prophelie the deftruétion of Babylon and Anti 


wikhrif? in-66, and London.only was deftroyed that 


year, from what Principle of Seti pture, or Reafon, 


ean you thence infer, that London is Myftica’eBz- 
vylon? For, firft of all,. VVho were they that did 


ii Propheli ie fuch a thing? VVere they not a few in- 


*perotettant of a thonfand gave credit ? For, believe 


conliderable Enthufiaftical Men, to whom, not one 


me 


‘ 
4 
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“453 Meditations upon all-the Remarkable i 
me, Enthuliatts and Proteftants are no convertible he 
terms + forafmuch as not every hundredth or of 0 
thoufandth Proteftantis anything 6f an Enthulialt yi" 
VVe donot ule to'charge-npon your Church the}! 
Extravagant Bablings of one or a few particulary Ai! 
Papitts, but-the profefled Doétxines and Tenets ony 
that which yourfelves call ‘the Church of -Rvme,gitint! 
Do us the fame tight, and: forbear to charge upon: 
Proteftants, a8 fuch; what the Proteftant Churehy Tae Ep 
doth difavow. Blenpeo 

Poffibly they were fome of your own Religion prove 


ee Cat fome Romanitts, putting on the mask of Proteltantspe™ 
oe ee (as hath bin-ufual with them to do, for finifter ends), bit 
i: who foreknowing, that Lindon would be burnt this bat are 


year (as‘nothing is more eafy, thatr for men gophere a 
know what themfelves intend to do) gave outpeaic 
that Babylon and Anti-chrift would be dettroyed inptci 
i | fixty fix, for that very end, that when they had oncepe) (0! 
| effeded the burying of Lordon in afhes, ‘they might 

have fome pretence to write this Epitaph, Here ewes! 

Babylon, here lies ‘that which’ was the feat of thet Pap 
Hi ee true Anti-chrift. thereby rolling away the ‘resicytor 
‘ proach of Bz‘y/on and Anti-chrift from themfelve: wo rin 
a to whom it belongs, upon the Proteftants whom fipoet, 


hs ay SN agains irra SNR 


en ee 


eet, | 
concerns not. pet, Me 
But take heed how you deny Anti-chrift to beRGod f 
amongit yau, for by that means yo whine! 

Sir, Edw. quit one Argument, which fome offfliar 
Sand, Spee. your writers have ufed to prove Komepot im 
Egrop: to be a true Cherch, for thatit is faid,Mo, by 
that Anti-chrift fitteth in the Temple Pinte 

God, 2Thef.2.4. Bat, ifupon further conlidera- he to 
tion, you would not be known to have Anti*chrifttint 
i amonsft you, let me tell you, thatthe Beaft fpoken#tl: 
‘are of in Scripture, is fo thoroughly markt, that it + iis 
3 any 


i 
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ipaly to diftinguith him from the Proteitant Church, 
thwiind from Rome heathenifh and whatfoever elfe he 
ulvould turn over his name to. -Me-thinks that one 
cn ir ext, 2 Tele would plainly enough decipher 
nl Anti-chrift, ix there were none but that, #0 op- 
insqpofeth and exalteth him/felf above all that is called God, 
‘Apr that is worfhipped ; fo that he, as God, fitteth in 
einhe Temple of God,fhewing himfelf that he is God. 
wai he Emperours of Rome-heathenith fate not in the 
Cemple of God, they were not within the pales of 
isiae profeffedly Chriftian: Church, therefore they 
dtug7ere not theman of {in,and Anti-chrift there fpoken 
if; but he is to be fought and found amongft thofe 
iaat are called Chriftians. Now amongft Chriftians 
ei@ere are none that exalt themfelves above all that 
eomre called God, that is, aboveall Magiftrates which 
ce called Gods,challenging a Primacy and Supre- 
lacy to themfelvs over all Chriftians,both Subjeéts 
Bad Princes; I fay there are none that do fo, but the 
mopes of Rome fucceffively:whence it comes to pafs 


lacy totheir Native Prince, as believing not their 
v0 Prince to be Supream under God over his own 
hn @abjeéts, but the Pope of Rome over both him and 
tem. Moreover,who is it that fitteth in the Temple 
God, fhewing himfelf to be God, that is, affumeth 
)himfelf thofe things which are proper and parti- 
memtiar to. God onely, asnamely, To forgive fins 2 
empx none can forgive fins but God onely :-I fay, 
s(igao, but.the refpeétive Popes of Rome do take 
yygpon them by their own power, and in: their own 
ipagime to forgive fin: the grofsnefs of which praétice 
id firft provoke Luther, ofa ftiff Monk, to become 
@zealous Proteftant. Yea,whoamongit thofe that 
i. called Chriftians, did ever exalt himfelfabove 
ee. all 


mat Papifts are wont to refufe the Oath of Supre-. 
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all that is worfhipped ( by which may*be meant r 
the true 2God ), faving the refpective Popes off 
Rome? And they have done it time afer time ingh"! 
taking upon them todifpenfe with the: Commiffionf™, ’ 
of fin, aswith the taking’of unlawful Oaths, and ne 
fich likes Now God himfelf though he remit fin i 
to fuch as truly believe, and repent s!yet henever uae 
did,nor,by reafon of the holinefs of his nature, evey peop 6 
could give men free leave,-and licence to do thatpe 
which is Gnfal. Ir istruethat God gave the Ifraeleq 
es Commiffion to bortéw: the Jewels and Earinggy 
of the Egyptians, and never to return’them again et 
but that was not a liberty to fteal; for God, Whol pes 
all thofe things were, and whofe are all'things, wait : 
pleafed to alienate the propriety;to take thofe thingy 
from the Egyptians, and give them to the I¢FY 
raelites. } 

A fourth Charaéter of Anti-chriit, is, that hig 
Coming is, with lying wonders, ver/ig. that iswicl pm ci 
feigned miracles. Now. who amongit all that ar 
called Chriftians, trade fo much (if atall )in thofey! 
things, as doth thé Church of Reme? How do chef, § 
Romanitts (they and only they ) abound with melt, 
racles: and all fiétitious, and no other then grofif! 
jmpofture ? Tell thofe people that have-no Bible 
to confult, but what are in an unknown langues 
or elfe perverted by a falfe: tranflation, or acorrup 
slofss I fay, tell them the Anti-chrift isamongit them 
Proteftants, and that L ndon was the Myttical Ba’ 
Lylon of which the Scripture fpeaks, Sic-notus Aly ffes Mein 
Is Anti-chrift no better known, think you, to then thw 
that have feen his Pi@ture ard Defeription imhol} ln? 
Writ. Alas! fuch coarfe Wares as is the ridicuj 
lous alerting of Loadin to be Babylon, will go off nd 
where, but in a dark fhop, or by a falfe lights 

) Yon) 
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naxour blinded Moles, that live as it were under 
ground, may be made to believe that Rome is the 
mgnew Feru/alem {poken of Rev.21.1.and London what 
uirver you pleafe to-call it, or any thing elfe where- 
amvith you fhall think fit to delude them by thofe 
it (Mxtifices which you call Pious-Frauds (which is as 
i toper an expreflion as Pious-Devils): but our 
: eople converfe withthe Sun, I mean the light of 
»meripture. They have read the book of the 
(ng evelations of Saint Foha; and though they do not 
ig@iretend to underftand every thing therein con- 
ymuined, yet they doubt not what ismeant by the 
vaft’s having [even heads and ten horns ,Rev.1 3.1. be- 
;ymaute they find Saint John himfelf expounding it, 
hieVe 17.9. The feven beads are [even meuntans. And 
» ere are feven Kings (that is,Forms of govern- 
~ fents ) Five are fallen, and one.is, and the other is 
hie yet come, &c. Thele paflages agree & quadrate to 
gyiome exactly. It was built upon feven Hills yet to 
\aue feen,though fome of them be now without the 
pip alls of the City. It had feven forms of Govern- 
i qent, whereof five were fallen in Saints John’s 
‘AgmMe,viz. Kings, Confuls, Tribunes, Decemvir’s, 
nomuctators: one is, faith he; that is,Emperors were 
gigen in being, the other was not yet come, viz, 
»y@opes. But do thefe exprefsions, all or any of them, 
oiqigareeto London, as they agree to, Rome? Doth that 
stand upon juttfeven hills? Hath that had juft fe- 
‘en forms of Government, five whereof were 
@llen in Saint John’s time, and one other in being ? 
w@udith what face thencan you affirm London to be 
ide @eylon ?. But. I fee, Thofe men. hive impudence 
qmough to affert any thing, who have taught their 
eer to. believe every thing they pleafe to 
nm ae 
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A faith of Legends) (and only that) may be fuf- gc 
Fcient to affure men that Londos was Myfticals mi!" 
Babylon; for that I take to be more thana faith. offi 
Miracles: the latter being a faith of Pofsibles, they’ “ 
other of Impofsibilities and contradictions. Therex}}o) ©! 
fore though fome of the fillier fort of Papifts may} — 
believe, and othets may boldly affert the fame] 
though they believe it not Cas they do in’ many} 
other cafes): yet Proteftants can never be petit il 
fwaded to it whilft the world ftands; nor anyother} jy 
perfons, that are from under the power of grofs) 
Tenotance, or Prejudice; Asfor the name Anti- 
chrift, Who knows not that it imports one that fetsyi th 
himfelf in the ftead or place of Chrift, as well ays 
againft Chrift; the Prapolition érre, fignifying bothitisor 
pro, and con, that is, as well For, as Againits Nowlin 
Who amongft thofe that are called: Proteftants, Cari tore ti 
be charged with fetting himfelfin the place ojfmunid 
Chrift, as if/he would be taken for Chrift>him-ine fo 
(elf? But that do the Pope’ of Rume fuccefsively film's 
whiltt they affirm to themfelves; thofe things: whielpincing 
are peculiar to Chrilt alone, as namely Forgive ping | 
nefs of fin, &c. I had forbori this difeourfe, ° Duin 
that I have’ been. advertifed of! the reproaches 6fltae 
fome of the Papiftsy: who, after the Bapufm Of Fired fee, 
we have lately undergone, go about to Baptize tis pielin 
and our City, with their fpittle; by the names Ofion,y 
Batylow and Anti-chrift, due ‘only to Acme, ami he Kin 
Romanifts: and God forbid that whilft Papittscdifhe |e 
unjattly afperfe Proteftants ( whofe Religion iffy ; 
that which the Laws of | Englund “doth eftablifait oy; 
Proteftants fhould nothave leave,+and take: heathy, . 
enough to vindicatethemfelves. “Ina wordsif Lonmin , 
don be Myftical Babylon (fo confident anol it: iFinchi 
aot ), let it never rife again; if Rome be not, letiil he 
neve! 


{ 
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iiWever fall’: and, on the other hand; let:Zome fo fall 
sit proves to) be: Babylon the great, the Mother of 
arlots, and Abominations of the Earth , Rev.17.5¢ 
nd let London fo rife and fourith again. (and only 
he io) as it fhall be found to be otherwife. 


MEDITATION, . XLII, 


‘pon the Pains which the Kings Majefty is (aid to have 
taken in helping to extinguifh the Fire. 


Was no eye-witnefs, but: have been informed , 

ye that when the Fire came near to Cripplegate, 
(li@rits Mayeity being'then and there prefent, did, in 
Biis own Perfon, take great Pains (no lefs,.as was 
old,then if Hehad been a poor: Labourer, ) to pro- 
mote the extinétion of it. Poflibly fome weak and 


or i@aying inderilion, How glorious was the King of Eng- 
land to day? as fhe, How glericus was the King if 
de@iirael ? ee. Butwife and relisious perfons, that 
vo i@ad feen David in that pofture, would ‘have fpoken 
jinehe fame words ingood earneft, which the fpake in 
scorn, meaning, as they faid, How glorious indeed was 

the King of Irael ,whilft,tranfported with holy zeal, 
s@ne leapt before the Ark, which is cailed, Dancing 
wimeefore the Lord? The like can I fay from mine heart 
Bef our Dread Soveraign: How glorious was He in 
Rruth, and in reality, when He took upon Him the 
j@orm, or rather the work’ of a mean-man 5 and 
wouchfafed His helping-Hand to ftup that difmal 
\imeire , when it was inits full carreer? Had feen 
| Ls Him 
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164. Meditations upon all the Remarkable | ; 
Him with His Crown upon His Head, His Scepter’, pf in 
in His Hand, His Noble Senators all waiting upon j“ 
Him in their Parliament-Robes,or inall theState in fit * 
which He could have been feen, (Cant. 3. 11.))qi'? 
either on the day of His Coronation, or of His Efe ifeti 
poufals ; I could not have reverenced Him more aie 
than I fhould have done, if I had beheld Him with pin 
a Bucket in His Hand, pouring water upon theyll a 
Flames; or than Indo, fo often as I think of Himpphit 
in fome fuch pofture of moft kind and obliging jilili? 
condefcenfion. Me-thinks it was but equal that peut! 
Chrift fhould be more loved, but not lefs honour in 
ed, when he humbled himfelf fo far, asto take princess 
Towel, and therewith to wafb, and to wipe-his Difciples pratk.s\ 
feet) John 13.4. Breatch 
Kings never aé more like themfelves thanwhen wt King 
they are doing good to thei, Subjects, and are }\! wil 
fnatching them ,or their Concerns, as fire-brands out fit 
of the Fire: forasmuch as the Scripture faith sia 
That Magiftrates are the Minifters of God to thofe we, di 
that are ander themfor good, Rom. 13.4. The Romfilion: 
man Emperors had wont to iffue out their Com i God 
mands totheir Soldiers, not in the third, but in the hich w: 
Arft Perfon : So Pertinax his Word and Motto wasmarcil 
Militemus ; not, March yes but, Let ss Larch ons pint 
(including himfelf.) So Septinsins Severus his word piltien 
was Laberemus, Let us be doing. In like manner, Si 
our Gracious Soveraign is faid to have ftretchtyn i 
forth His own Royal Hands to affitt the putting Outi | 
of thofe Afpiring Flames, which feemed to expect} Ma 
4 Princely Extinguifher: That wasfuchakind oft tr 
Royal Aid, as all Subjeéts muft needs be in lovely, 
with; and, Why not more free to that other pili , 
which goes by fuch a name in the remembrance ofjfonm, 
this 2 One of the Ancients did wifh, to aul a men 
rut 
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®brift in the Fleths Paalin the Pulpit, and Rome in 
its ancient Glory.. Much rather, at le(t-wife than 
Bhe laft- of thefe, would I have feen. that fight I am 
Hhow fpeaking ofy viz. His moft Excellent Majefty 
Heftirring Himfelf, to give check tothofe Flames 
aw hich: threatned to, lay both His great City and 
\iuburbs all inafhes. | Who had the faces to ftand 
still and look on, \(as many did at other times, ) 
Whilft their Soveraign Himfelf was fo imployed? 
in Whilft Princes work; Subjeéts cannot have the con- 
! idence to be idle.; - Oh the power and efficacy of 
Princely Examples !: Regis ad:eaccomplum, &c. When 
#rinces will help,to.extinguith fires themfelves, the 
Work is like to fucceed, and when-thatis done, the 
eateft thanks.are due-to them, next unto the King 
ir. Kings., ah es 
1 I with, there wete.not many other fires at. this 
soueay within the Bowels of this Nation, viz. of fears 
ithgad yealonties, envy, and emulation, wrath and re- 
Wmenge, diffatisfaGtion,and difcontent, diffention and 
ivilion : May he;who is the Wonderfu', Coanfellor, 
Congad God only mfe,initrue&. His, Majefty 5 hows, and 
hich way co extinguifh them : and mean-time fo 
Mcreafe one other fire (and only that) viz. of 
ve and affection’: firft to God, nextly to’ Himfelt, 

d then amongft all his Subjeéts one towards ano- 

ler. Solomon tells of a poor man, who by his w {- 
bm faved alittle City, when a great king came againft 

, and befieged it, Ecclef.9.14. By this means may 
jmlis Majelty fave, and preferve, not only one City 
jqeut three Kingdoms, which thofe fires threaten to 
eftroy ; ( for our Saviour tells us, That 2 kingdoms 
ivided againft it [elf cannot fiend :) And though no 
an remembred that poor man (becaufe he was poor ) 

let when a more glorious action fhall be done by a 
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1é6 0 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
Princely handy ifurely no man willor can forget it.f ; 
Will it not be aiconfiderable acceffion of hotiotiz}’ 
even to agreat' King; to be inrolled: amongft the} 
Peace-makersy whom Chrift-pronounceth ble fay 
As for His' Majefties' inelination ‘to all fuch “At 
chievements, as fweetnefs of temper may indice bai 
mento, levall His Subjeas be well ‘perfwaded OF, Shen 
by the tears i Med; when he beheld the Flames of M wt 
London, wivich’ Thad not reported but from’ a'very ine 
crédible Authors" "Plow amiable fight is irto Beay’ 
hold Kinds weepris over thé mifeties of their Subs Hat 
jeQs, and whatatarance: doth it sives that they will ipl 
fiot be backwatd-to redrefs them: fo faras is *within|” ~ 
their power?‘ Had His head been aifosatain of beury, vad 
(as the’ Prophet feremy UpotP Sceatioti wifht® his Yh 
own,) I doubt not but he had poured it forth'whea} ™ 
he came near €6 Cripplegate, withvefolation'to do'all a 
aKing could 46 to put out thofeflames? ‘May wey” 
alwayes feé'a biéffed contentini’ betwixt ourkKing hang 
and his People, Which fall dle refent and bewail MEE Wt 
each others: fufferifigs 3° Wineh thal lmolt promote 
and rejoyce in'édch others happinefsh 9 & a 
ME DIFATION > ¥ LITT. 
Of waxer War'dlings, who loft their. All by this Fire... 


Pa Tis itis fo¢ men te venttire all they have-an@} 
hope-for, 7n ohé bottom; and'that unfound a Po 
apt to. leak : Some lay vp no ‘treafures: for them en 
felves any where but upon earth; and upon earti 
there is no fafé place to lay up.treafures in: but 
fome are more hazirdous than others, (as namely, 
Houfe:, fabje& to the common, cafualty of hres) 
and yet,fome, who have contented themfelves with} 
a 
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aba portion in this World only,have laid up all there. 
ingeSo jult. is itwith God to let them be foolifh, even 
ri in relation to Time, that wonld not be wife for 
iif) Eternity : weak, even as to this World, that would 
4 \gnot be wifefor the next. The Prodigal, that deli- 
inigxed to make fure of his Patrimony, by having all.in 
dei gland, prefently {pent it, and was.reduced to husks : 
| When he faw'his error, furély he became fenhible, 
that Jefs in pofleshion, and more.in réverfion would 
shave done-better.. Were there not fome,’who, 
iWiwhen, they.would blefs themfelves, ( under a pre- 
agence of blefing God, )hadimathing elfe to fay, nei- 
4iehes cared for any thing elfe; but this,B/efed Le Gid! 
i wr Liam rich: But, in howdmall a time are they 
hi i agree poor as:Jab! (as our Proverb ts.) 
|, Had they.not fait Warning # Did not the Scri- 
pture charge them Jot to.trujt in uncertain riches,? 
Vi Did it nottell them, at Riches bad wings, and would 
“ig (.amay 2 Alafs:) What will fuch:People do ? Whi- 
Scher will they turn themfelves? Intereft in Hea- 
Iyen they neves had.any ; and ; intereft.on Earth 
ithey havexnone left: They ase in fuch hike cafe as 
| Saal was, when hefaid, The Philiftims were come vp 
againft him, andy God was departed: Heavensand 
jearch frowns upon them both at once.Had youbeen 
lin that cafe, that Chriff would have had the Young 
fir.) man in the Go/pel to have put himfelfinto, when he 
| counfelled . Hims To fell all that-he had, and give it to 
‘eal the poor ; telling him, that. ifhe would do fo, He 
tN fhould beve treafures in Heaven; you had not been 
Wil the hundredth: part fo'miferable ; Yea, happy had 
you been, as tothe main But now, all forts of men 
conclude you in a wofull cafe, Good meno fo , 
at! becaufe you neither had nor’ have any thie 
{Bthis Worlds goods : Bad men, yea the wort 
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men , becaufe you have now loft what you had. 
But, miftake me not, as if I were-urging People in 
that cafe to defpair. God forbid; Iam fo far from mui 
that, that I quettion not but even they may be hap~ hes! 
pier than ever they were heretofore, if the fault be Mun! 
not their own: for, whereas before they had inte= ey 0 
reft in the World, but none in God; hereafter, dutt, 
may they have intereft in God, which is far better, dette 
though perchance*they may have little or none. in Mary: 
the World. Céhriff told the Church of Laodicea in'a fut wk 
fpiritual fenfe, That fhe was miferable, and poory and Molins( 
naked ; {o are thefe:men in both fenfes, viz. Spiritu= nok 
al and Temporal ; but, let them take that Counfel fbkay 


wh'ch Chrif there gives, and all will be well; viz. jstec 


Buy of Chrift gold tried in the fire, raiment, &c. Alb Mich: 
your loffes may be seckoned. as drofs and dung in they m 
compzrifon of your gains, if you fhall gain this by fyizthi 
your loffes, viz. To win Chrift, and to be found ‘in Iweth 
him. Say now, whether you your felves were not tye) 
the fools, and ‘they whom you counted fools the fre {i 
truly wife » whofe care it was to lay up for them- het) 
felves-Trecfures in heaven, where muth eates not , raft Hon S. 
corrupts not, thieves fteal not  andslet me add, where fiyn( 


fire cannot break in and confume. Mo make 
: tour, 

no 
MEDITATION, XLIV. Bins 


ipon that Furlearance which it becometh Citizens to ufe rast yo 

one towards another fince the Fire. alt + they 
Whe fir 
Ow the Fire hath arrefted fo many honeft-Ci- lien 
b Niizens, and made fuch woful diftrefs’ upon Mer} 
them, what pity is it, that over-hafty ‘Creditors fiver, 
fhould clap in their, Actions upon them thick and ive 
threefold ; as if feeing them ftoop, they were te- 4) 
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Wh ived to break them; or, thinking them fallen for 
‘titfe prefent, they would never fuffer them torrife 
‘frre. - If you think them well: able to:pay you 
‘i refently, and know yourfelves unable to be with- 
ty ut-your moneys any longer; that is another mat- 
liters or if you have reafon to think they will not be 
def. oneft, unlefs:you make them fo by afurprife, and 
Mitakethem at an advantage, fuch things may plead 
it or you; but fuch'as have to: do with men that are 
“iNiiot able to pay their: debts when: they will, but 
‘milling to pay them when they are able, and who 
tin cafe they were forborn a while, misht be as. well 
inl ble as willing to fatisfie every man; I fay,where that 
lois the cafe, to break mens backs with over-haftinefs 
‘ All tfuch atimeasthis, to givethem no refpite, that 
mikey may recover their windafterthe late calami- 
is bly hath run them out of breath, is unchriftian and 
id injnore than heathenith unmercifuinefs. “Will you 
enoineediefly add -affli€tion'to the affli&ed? ‘Will you 
\s thyftome like waves one in the*heck of another upon 
then hofe that are almoft funk already? thofethat‘dathe 
Wippon Scylla but alittle before; will you throw them 
nhepon Charybdis ? ‘whereas,’ if théy had opporttinity 
Fo make their Voyage, and mightcome fate to'har- 
pour, fach might be their fliccefs, that you‘ would 
je no lofers by them: Meni can part with feveral 
pints of blood fucceffively and‘by degrees, whete- 
sulgts,if you fhould take fo much from them allatonce, 
Whey would be ready’ to faintand dye away. ° If 
ithe fire hath really undone men, do not you undo 
‘hiithem yet’ more; If that have taken away all 
‘pitheix Eftates, do not you feize their Bodies; ‘as if 
ia " were not mifery enough for meh to have'nothing 
(aiito live upon, unlefs they alfo lie and languifh in a 
:ty)Prifon. » Do no hurt to others whereby youcando 
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170 Meditations upon all the Remarkable | * 
no good to yourfelves. Go not to workas if youll ie thy 
would conftrain them:to be honeft, that you believellj,)\i { 
will be honeft without conftraint Cotherwife callediis of 
reftraint in this cafe). As for thofe debtors of yoursiyjes' 
that make confcience to. dovas they would be done} jie! 
by, (and I thall plead for none but fuch), though) ic 
at prefent they cannot, Have but patience with themhiyirt 
and they will pay you all: that. is, all they owes at} {hi 
Jeaftwife, all they cans.or fhall beable to pay, arudl yich ei 
that is ally that: you «can reafonably deniand> of} icy: | 
expect. . 143) ¥BQ AGA] 


hot! La 


MEDITATION XL. A, 
Upon any that are faidior:fappofed to biaoevejoyced at t (les: 


coming and-confequences of this Fire. 


VVir are they,that did odo rejoyce: at: thely ,/ 
NV. | Viburning of Lesdon2., Some fuch Montters}p.),;, 
there are faid to,be, and'none, moredikely to bein}, 
ehat number, than they: that have givea.it.the namely. 
of Bubelor Babylon, fromswhomiwe: can.expe& na}... 
other than acclumations of Joys,faying, Babylon ish, » 
fallen,, Itmay be,,they or fome-of, them, can:boalk|y., », 
of, one thing more, Gand pity it is':but if they can hor fi 
they. fhould),..vixe» that theydid delpto .bringl,.,., 
down thatwhich they..call Babylon: } olf foy {peak}. -. 
out,andibe canonized for what you have done; buts}, 1, 
whether youwill.orso, timeiwill either condenin}y,.. 
or-abfolve you... Assfor, fome.ofi ithat-Religion, FT), 
do invmy thoughts,acqnit them. -prefently, from)... 
either. contributing tothe defteuction.of London, or}. 
nejoycing init now-it is doney:.as -believing the}, 
{weemelsof their temper, and;the morality off 
fome-of theix principles to, be ich; as. would vot}, 
fuffery 
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‘Whufrer thent to do either, ‘and!God forbid thatthey 
“Withould fuffér fo'much as bythe miftrufts and jealou- 
7 ies of people concerning anysfuch matter: 3: But 
IN ehers OF them asain (the prodigious aétings of men 

i be: the fatné perfwafion in former times, the great- 

hefs of their‘own malice, and the defperatenefs of 
iid heix peineiples'conlidered)  darenor aniwer for, 

, ut fhall leave 'it°to thofe* honourable»perfons 

bvich exathined all thofe matters, ‘to clear jand vin- 

Hicate thet, if they have’ found caufe Ifortodo. 

Should T hear ‘any {peak’with joy of the'butning of 

London, or otherwite expréefs themfelves to be glad 

pt it) if Ifhould judge: themfelves. to: have had a 
» Phand wie(and if Tfhouldyudge amifs) they them- 
‘iielves would be sreatlpacceflary-to my: unchari- 

fablenefs.8 <<) ) », 

Lo Whotdever they. be, ‘that think the: dettreétion 
Tf Lona tobe a grounduof Joy, fer-them sing 
ae Bells dnd make Borehres profefiedly upon that ac- 
a} jounts thatthe world may know them sovbe fuch 

PMontters & Gideed they are olsthink.at prefentbut 
MISE three perfons; towhom Tmay fitly:compare toch 
ye@men and women: the onestss that infamous execra- 
nbeis te Borers’ fach a feaiter upon cruelty, that: Hi- 
MB tory tells us, He would not eat hisdinner;stilti- 
bill dings’ were brought hist thatcertany Martyssiwere 
peibarnt (as if that had beer’ the onely fawoerthat 
 biloitd'make-him velith his meat:) + theorher'isjthat 
Mei ncarnate Devil Vero,’ whio-fet Acme on fire, who 
00, Bwas réckonied the Enemy of ‘all mankind;: who 

O® witht, that whilft he lived Heavenand Earth might 

Chaos}°atid'whom one fitly called 

HIMaoy dlpe)e peprypevov, A mixture of clay and bliod: 

‘And Jaftly, tothe Father of that prodigious Vero, 


W and of all fuch ashe, whofe name isin the Hebrew 


Tongue, 
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Tongue, Abaddon, and in the Greek Apollyon, Rey. 
g. &4. that is in Englifh, The Deffroyer. If the 
things you rejoyce at be the laying waft fo noble a 
place, the impoverifhing and undoing fo many hun-! 
dreds of honeft families, the demolifhing of the 
flrongeft Fort that England had for the defence of 
true Religion, and whatever elfe was and ought to 
have been dear toit; if any ox all of thefe were§f) 1 
and are:the ground‘of yous Joy, furely: the Com=fi/t) 
parifows:I have made are not too fevere. Nays lethjyiy,' 
me tell you further, :in the words of. Scripturesftq:) 
Pfalm 37.13. The Lord foall laugh at, you,. for hel 
feeth your day is coming : and, as it isin Prov. 1,| pices 
26. God will laugh at: your calamity, and mock whenhy 
your fear cometh: When your fear cometh as defolationsye om 
and your deftrattion as a whirlnind when. diftref[ely 
and angur[h cometh upon you. I love not to,imprecatey he fre 
but may probably enough predi& concerning yous honing 
as the Prophet Feremy, concerning the Enemies of fyi 
the Jews, Lam. 1. 215 22. of. whom, he thus hfe, 
fpeaks, All mine enemies have heard of my trouble, they ter, 
are glad: Thou wilt bring the day that thou haft called \iw 
and they fhall-be like unto me : He adds, Let all their by,,) 
wickedne[s come before thee, and do unto then as thus 
haft. done wnto me. | 

Tam not without hope that the malicious, and in= fy. 
humane: Infulters over London’s downfal may great= hit. 
ly contribute (though quite belides their intention fii, 
and much againft their wills) towards the reef.) 
building and reflourifhing of that once-renowned iy, 
Citys: neither have I built that hope upon any other | 
than a Scriptural foundation, namely, thofe words 4 
of Solomon, Prov. 24.18 Rejoyce not. when.thine cne~ 
my falleth, and let not thy heart b: glad, when heftum=| 
bleth, Left the Lord feeit,and-it difpleafe him, and he} 


turn away bis wrath from him. MED. | 


ane 
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MEDITATION XLVI. 


h | | f the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, compared 
1 with the burning of London. 


§ for the burning of Sodom, and the cities 
| round about it, all but Zoar, it muft be con- 
Ca leffed that in feveral refpects it did tranfcend that of 
4h Wondon. For, firft of all we read in Gen. 19. 24. 
PU hat the Lord did rain upon Sodom. and upon Gomorrah, 
I" "“rineftone, and fire from the Lord out of heaven. Thofe 
places were deftroyed by a meer miracle ( which 
Mivas no {mall aggravation of the judgement, as it 

s of mercy when men are faved by miracle ) but 

o was not London conceived to have been. Nextly, 
tat{she fire upon Sodom (and the three other Cities 
Wtonfumed with it) deftroyed not only a major 
sdihart of thofe Cities but the whole. But the Beefom 
et if defteu&tion, which fwept London, did no: {weep 
I o clean but God hath left fome {mall remnant of 
dlefCity that it might not be like Sodom, and like Go- 
orrah, Ifti. 1.9. Thirdly, the fire upon Sodom 
wind Gomorrah did confume, not only places, ‘but 
‘perfons; not only four Cities, but the greateft 
Wart of their inhabitants, Gen. 19.25. But tothe 
iraife of diftinguifhing-mercy be it fpoken, the 
Inhabitants of London were generally {natcht as 

i¢ 1tre-brands ont of the fire, and fo was part of their 
Bubftance. Fourthly, Sodom and Gomorrah are {aid to 
fer the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. Which 
Wxpreffion, fo fax asit is refer’d tothe places them- 
wammelves, doth fignifie that they were irrecoverably 
,umileftroyed by fire, fo as that they fhall eternally lie 
ai wait. But concerning London , we hope and have 
ee rea- 
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reafon to hope better things, and that fhe may fay t@ fi 
her infulting enemies,Repoyce not over mes For sis went | 
I fall, yeh foall rif again, Be. Fifthly, *- 3 


that by five too) Sidom, Gomorra h, Adm: db, and Fol 
boim, were dettroyed by water alfo; that whole 
Countrey being turned into'a ftanding inking, Wi 
Lake, which at rhis dayiscalled the Dead Sea; and it ae tung 
the Scripture the file (ea, Gen. 14.3. Though h fore 
metly it. was etien as the:garden of God, or as the land 

of Egypt for freitfulnefs, Geno14.10. The Salt-fe% 

it is fuppofed to\bedcalled from the Sulphiteesae 


becaufe the Charnel- Route "of fo many dead Card 
caffes, then deftroyed therein, or becaufe it igs” 
quickned by no vifible motion, or becaufe it killspuim, 
all creatures that come into it. Several: marks off) 43: 
God’s curfe it retains tothis day. Though it be aj l!ay 
Sea; yet neither can: fifhes live in it, nor r thips failfier Ss 
mit, neither hath it intescourfe with any other feagt-Lit, 
or communion withthe: Ocean, left it fhould im-pbity 
fe& other waters with its malignity, neither doth} {0 
any healthful ‘thing grow thereon ;’ God - havingjone 0 
blafted' it (as it were ) as Chrift did the barren, ory 
fis-tree: Solinus calls it a Melancholy Bay, whichytir he 
the black-foil thereof, being alfo turned into aneny 
witneffeth to have been blafted from heaven. I 
read of nothing that appeareth good im & about Som 7 
done fice its'dettr aétion, but a certain Apple, an 
thatdoth but appear fo neither : for though it apalrti, 
pear fair-to the eye, yet within the rind of it, i@pbaeo 
nothing but’ an Ember-like Svot, which being pris 
lightly preffed evaporates into'fmoak, and becomespin,, 
duft. Laftly; I might adde that God wtedd Not pera PRilires 
mit Lot and his wife » toteftifie their refpeas and} Pos 
com= } 


f 
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‘gompafiion towards Sodom, when: the {moak there- 
"wit went up like a furnace, by cafting fo much 
fone look: back upon it ; which Lot’s wife pre- 
ming to do became a pillar of Salt:, Genefis 
(289.26. In all thefe refpeéts was the -deftru- 
vholgeion of Sudom greater , than that of London ; 
tikio ét, Whoris able to fay, Their fins were greater, 
#1 things confidered ? London had wherewithal to 
ighfagtake its fins more out of meafure finful than were 
tv lmofe of the Sodomites : It may be more tolerable for 
we Land of Sodom and Gomorrah at the day of Fudg- 
went, than for fome Londoners, ( though the :Judge- 
Bent upon London atthe prefent: be lefs intolera- 
lCamle of the two,) Adat. 10.15. For, if the mighty 
ie it} brks which have been done in Lendon, had been done in 
irk ledom, poflibly it had remained to this day, AZatt. 
thea) If any fhould fay, It is but juft that the place 
iss here Sodom ftood, fhould be turned into a /tand- 
wr fae-Lake, in memorial of the great Idlenefs of the 
nhabitants: That it fhould be turned into a Dead- 
i435 fo called, from its killing all creatures that 
wigpme near it, in remembrance, howthe Sedomites 
burl d, of would have corrupted all perfons that came 
(gear them, even the Angels themfelves that were 
nifem es SueftssThat the place where thofe Cities ftood, 
, Mould have-no communion with any other place’; 
i mould be an exception from. that rule, that, 4/J 
, givers run into the Sea, viz. by way of punifhment 
hit ir that unlawful communion which they had wont 
fin po one withanother, changing the natural ufe 
jgagethat which is againft nature ; or that it fhould 
ype Dead-Sea’, becaufe the Inhabitants living in 
np Weafures'y were dead whilft they lives as is faid of 
1 i Nidows that{o live - or, that no good thing fhould 
cont 
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grow. there, becaufe fo many’ good creatures off! 
God had wont to be abufed by them, one of whof 

fins was fulnefs.of bread meaning Luxury; That thie. 
fair Apple which growsthere having nothing with! 
init but Soot and afhes, was.an emblem: and figni] iw 
fication of their being burnt to afhes for lufting af} ips 
ter Beauty.. Ifay, it any will fo difcant upon the Gin 
deftruétion of Sodomy how ealie were it to affign ay lin: 
Mary and as {trong Reafons, why: God might have} mit! 
dealt by London: as he dealt with Sodim? Wher! 
Londoners are ready to fay, No mifery like theirs }fetti 
let them think of Sodom, and the Inhabitants there-jaitt: 
of; ‘betwixt whom and themfelves, not their own) shi) 
merits, but: Gods great-mercy, hath made a yeryjmilt 
wide difference. gi 


MEDITATION. XLrii. 


Of the burning of Troy and the circumJtances thereof,\wen 
compared with that of London. 


Ime. was, when that place which was fince bisht 

called London, went by the name of new-Troyy| eid! 
and as it fometimes bore the fame name, fo they woul; 
both came to the fame end, viz. by fire. . Old Troy 
was fired not accidentally, but wilfully and by Ene=htins ( 
mies; and fo fome think was New-Z roy, otherwifelphici 
called London. Admit the ftory of Troy be partly|iiihes 
fictitious (as things related by Poets are fufpectedi fit: « 
tobe) yet give me leave to moralizeit as follow=Hyou); 
eth : Is is reported, that Priamus giving leave toy|mhi|), 
his Son Paris, to ravith Helena, Wife to ALenelams rin), 
King of Sparta, was that which forced, the Greeksgiiley, 
who burnt 77oy, to renew. their ancient quarrel a=, , 
gainit it, Ithink, there have been few Fragen heli 

' atte 
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NSW Raed: in the world, ‘but tlie Litt of the Aefh hath 
Vborn.a fharé) in; and beehohe: great occafion of 
ithe. Icannot faysithwas-that which jd bia 
va | men toburn London, it it were done by wilful ins 
in babar rai but I denbr not; but that was one of the 
did provoke God'ito futfer that goodly 
\City to bel burnt. «Was ndét Paris his teacher 3 
on Mlaying of Achilles, who was sin treaty of Marr: ge 
iwith his fitter Polyxeaz, another incentivesto the 
th Gecians ) to deftroy Troy Pi The,, unt righteo: LS 
Shedding of bloods a! in, thatwillaséafily kindle 
he a-fire-as moft that can be mentioned. Thé. Greek _ S 
tit ommis faid:) had: it “ae re to them, that: ur ilels 3: the 
tavemcould do, three things, Troy « stapes be dé 
ed: Onewas, they rai setsthe P. alladian,or 
of Pallasout of the City, (which;V irgil faith, thes 
did) by means: of Mlyffess). - Pallas was, cox net he 
IGoddefs of wifdom: Hadonot the Palladian been 
thfgtaken away, forthe time;-o had thofe that were 
iconcern'd been fo wifeatfirft, as they were at lait, 
LLondon had fearcely been burnt ‘to the ground in 
is {ndifpighe of all the treachery that) was fafpesed, or 
m-Incould havéeibeenafed.’ Another thing we as) If they 
‘ ouldedeftroy Troy; they mutt provide a ¢*eat 
i Wodden-horfe, ' which accordingly they-did, pit- 
5 | ing fome of their choifeft men into the belly of it; 
| hich. pretending to dedicate to» ALizerv2} t they 
Bleft before the City, having made vt hisher thati 
tlie gates, hoping, as.it proved, thats hes Fropens 
follo would ite down part of the wall, to-take ae in; 
lene pt they bad withdrawn themfelves tothe Ifland 
ful enedos. The Trojans brake downthe wall took in 
wesathe horfe, piaced it inthe Cattle: but in the a: she 
nel ¢ BS inon who was one of thofe Grecicar, chat werd in 


gell the Ehorfe’s belly,g'ving notice by ‘fire, the Grevby 
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178 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
came from Tenedor. who finding the Trojans had 
drunk themfelves faft afleep , fackt the City, and 


burntit, Thus Trey perithed, partly by the Credu- ; 


lity, Sectirity, Weaknefs,and Intemperance of it's 
Inhabitants, inva litelé time after it had for ten| 


years together, withftood the fruitlefs attempts. offi; His 
its adverfaties,. Was there not fome fuch thing 


went to the deftruction of London? Were there not 


afort of men within that City (as is vehemently fd ny 


fafpected ) who might not unfitly be compared tog js 


the Greeks that were. hid in the Belly of the fore-j 


mentioned Wodden-horfe, people of a concealed Bp) 


Religion, (and therefore I call them hid );and a- 
mongft'the reft was there not one Sinan’ yas I may 
call him, becanfe he was the firft that kindled the 


fire ( witnels his own \confefsion )? Had not) the§, 4 ) 


Gates of London been fet too wide opem/for fuch 


treacherous Greeks to enter in, pofsibly that fa- 


mous City had been ftanding to this very day. Buty 


what was a’Proverb concerning Trojans,Sero fapinnt 


Phryges, The Trojans ufe to be wife when it is too} 


late, was too applicable’to' our felves. “We begin 


to with the gates‘of ‘Zondom had been fhut ‘againit} 
fuch dangerous Perfous, when alafs !~ infome pla-fisy 
ces it hath no’Gates to fhut. Itis likely, the'Gentle-| 
men’ that lay Coachant before, in the:Belly of the 
- Woodden-horfe, are now not without greater 
hopes than ever that they fhall getup-and ride. Babb 
he that fits in heaven can make the fecond of September) 
produce them as little good, as:did their infamous| 


U 


others 


ate to 


Gfrh of Movember But why was it that London was de=Bini.. 
ftroyed bythe fame mearisas was old Troy? Willis. 

any fay that the old Proverb, that fugh-a one is a&y,,) 
trulty Trcj4e, was as applicable tothe new Trojans, dis 
as to theold?I do not think that was the reafom§,,, 


For 


— | 


| 
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““)though-there-mighe be fome faithlefs men. in 
lon (asithere are in all places;:) yet I-doubt 
'} but Londoners (take one with another) might 
may fafely be trufted, ay far as any fort of men: 
“i have as much Faith and Confcierice. amongtft 
“yas is elfewhere tobe found. But; that God 
® found fin enough in Fob to juftifie all that he 
Wasainit him, all the evil he brought upon him; 
‘neu d not but have a fufficient controverfie with 
ution $ which , abfolutely confidered , was bad 
‘litirsh : though , if compared with other piaces 
icttliPeoples it was certainly one of the bef, 
pete : 


MEDITATION  XLVIII. 


} the Burning of -Jerufalem , compared with the 
|Batning of London: | 


|; A Any Prodisies'there ‘were, as Fofephize tells 
i/quie us, thatwent beforethe deftrution of Fere= 
Ws by Fire, namely, that a great Gate of thé 
Mple , which twenty men could hardly pull 
gail, opened of itsown accord : andy that an Oxe 
me plifisht forth a Lamb in the Temple; with feve=. 
Genlfothers 5 which I forbear to mention » Thefé 
e dark Texts for men:to expound, yet, fome did 
getiure to give thé fenfe and meaning of them, as 
(e, JMach of them had been‘a tokén for'good;-whereas 
yenbi@event did manifeft the quite contrary. So was 
anol deftru@tion of Loxdon ufheréd in with feveral 
digies ; BlazingsStars, and othérs, which did 

y Wiieede it'at no fuchodiftance of time , but that it 


sic if probable enough they might refet.to the Fire, 


toj@mell as to the foregoing-Peftilence. Neither 
we doubt, bur there were fome who did puta 
M. 2 good 
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good conftruction upon thofe ill-Signes, asif th, 
had been fore-runners of the good things, whit 
they thémifelves expetted in the year-66; thou’ 
as totheir enemies they might have’ anill-afpedP™ > 
and ominous fignification: Thus far fome involyp” 
themfelves in the fame practiife with the Fens 
old, and 'God hath involved them.in the fame ki? 
of calamity:. Iris dangerous doing as Fews, left RY 
fuffer as they. : | 7 
But, befides Prodigies, there were alfo fundy™” 
Prophefies;’ which did precede the deftru&ion F" 
Firufalem.Chrift fore-told.it at large as is repoy 
: . ted by feveral Evaagelifts } with tf © 
Mat.24.  feveral antecedents and_concong!™ 
Muark.v3.- tants of its how, That the Sun /hoit 
Lukizis5. be darknedy and the Moon.not give 
Luk;19.44. lighty Matt. 24.29. There were ay” 
humane Prophefies concerning it! * 
“particularly by: that: Man, who rancthorough 174" “ 
Streets of Ferufulem, and cried‘ Wee to it fevex™ 
dayes»together ; which, ' confideting ‘what Chie" 
himfelf had faid, was atno hand to be flighted. Wj"! 
find no Text im Scripture Prophefying: the-buth” ‘ 
ing of ‘Londun, and in {uch a'year> but I have hea hte 
that fomeidid confidently.affert, before any thing}! 
' the Fire did happen; that: London would be. buips«: 
in the year +66: :as.others: had done;that: it wou” 
be vilited with 4 great Plague in =65% VV hips, 
things coming to pafs accordingly 5’ may réafonalf® 10 
incline ‘us to believe, that God, Crhought by wlp")) 
way and means we know not,) had imparted tp! 
fore-knowledg of that Event to fuch’as did pere 
ptorily Prophelie concerning it: For;though ith 
too mach creduloufefs to believe a Human Paps 
phelie befo-e it be fulfilled; yet to dif-believe tm 
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bwasa real Prophefie, when itis fulfilled, ison the 
wathex hand toomuch morofenefs and incredulity : 
ciyge is not unufual with God to reveal to one or other 
upqofe great ‘and ftrange things whicli he is about to 
einige in the VVorld ; though becaufe there are many 
‘nlf pretenders to Revelations;we ought to fufpend 
lime are belief of fuch things delivered to us: by others, 
ii egll the event do atteft thems: 
PP The burning of: Ferufalem;at leaftwife of the 
hemple,isfaid’ to have been*begun by one of Vef- 
wtian’s Souldiers; contrary to his known will and 
jeafire'.: but; when itwas‘once begun, there were 
pany: thorerthat did help it forward, with am eye to 
jin and plithder.* So the burging ‘of London feems 
I have taken ‘its firtt rife from'one hand, viz. His 
syed fuffered for its but is vehemently:prefumed to 
ve beén ¢arried'on by many more, of: the: fame 
mp: Before Perufalem wastet on fire; it hadan~ 
jon pred a clofe Siege, and avterrible Fire; of which 
. iphoutandsyyea millions ‘of Peopledied. No Siege or 
qpimine,: (blefied be God 1): -but’ a very terrible 
lasueis: well known to have precededithe burn- 
sof Londani One jadoment going off without rts 


bhgned effect, doth not exempt men from, buc 


_fanfmit them to anothers as, where onevof Phi- 
Joh’s Plagues ended; another began, he {till refu- 
vangtg to Jet Hrael go.. Some part of Ferufzlem was left 
aimnding , viz.the Welt-end of the Wall, and 
ree. Lowers for their: ftrength and beauty, pre- 
Arved by the command of Titas, to beat tetimony 

| the ftatelinefs of the City to pofterity. . So, by 

e@ Providence of God, was , and is a tenth 
vuhiit Of Londons or thereabouts,-preferved to this 
Y sbysas itwere, in memorial of what London was. It 
uft needs be confeffed, that the deftruction of Fe- 
raj alens 
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821 Aedstations upon all the Remarkable | 
rufalen was far greater than that of Londow, all! 
things confidered ; becanfe millions of Fews wer!” 
put to the fword,befides feveral other cruelties tha) °: 
were inflicted upomothers of them;one whereof way | 
that ypona miftrnft that fome of them had {wal lowe) J* 
gold,two thoufand of them were ript up by theSouf} “!” 
diers hoping to have robdthofe Mines;which mag| @*™ 
them Goldfiders,but notin fuch)a fenfe.asthey ey Mt" 
pected to have been. Thefe: were aggravationis @| NY" 
mifery.;, which Londonersswere: exempted. fr itp 
(thanks to Hisinfinite goodnefs, who. indgemea| li 
was pleafed to remembersmercy). But it-s:notafy 1 
much the difparity asthe parallel, betwixt the de)" 
frudtion of Feru/alem and-of London, that Taina, i) 0" 
fpeak of; .whereof I thall adde.two inftancessonel 

this, fer#/alemy and London, were. both \fired.in th 
fame moneth, viz. September; which moneth hi ftom} ' 
informs us to have been fatal’ to many other Citi 

and, a8 I: take it,to -feru{dlem ,. more. then: on¢ 
Laftly, Jeru{alem wasferon fire, by Romani: and 

is ftrongly fufpected, By Romani /ts. too was. Londg 
burnt. Ifit were otherwife, may their-Innoceng 
appear, and may thofe.worthy Patriots, who: had 

the matter tinder examination, acquit them before} 1), 
all the world. 


MEDITATION’ XLIX. ° 


Upon People’s taking’ the firft and greateft care to fk 
' thofe things from the Fire, which they did molt 


value. 


a 


V Ho knows not, that the method which men 

ufed in removing, was, firlt to fend away 
their V Vifes and Children, (as being their greatelt 
Tn, : : ~  treafure) 


= aes 
= Sf 
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» i treafure);.next to them their Writings of con- 
ive fequence, fiuch as Books of accompt, Bills; Bonds, 
|and others:of great moment; . and after. them, 
| cheir firft,and greateft care,was, to. fecure their 
| Tewels (fuchas hadany), ,theic Cafhtheir Plate, 
| and fuch like precious things., Next to them, their 
| care was for. their Shop-goods, and firft for thofe 
that were of greateft price: In a word, what things 
| men did--moft value, thofe they did Jabour in-the 
HM fixtt place tofecure,-defenring the removal of their 
i lumber. to: the very: laft,.fothat for want of. time 
| machof-that was confumed,’‘ So. -F4cib, prizing Az 
i) chel and, her. Children- above-therelt of his family, 
| took the ‘sreateft care to fecure them, by putting 
| them in the rear. of: his. Company, when he went 
| out to meet his Brother; Efan,- coming, againft him 
in ahoftile way; but the handmaias and, tpeir Children 
he put im the frome ( andy as it were, in; the forlorn- 
| hope), expofing them to mott dangers, for. whom 
he had. teatt.Jove and. refpect, Gea.3:3» 2+ Alas! 
that menthould ufe a worfe method.in reference to 
{piritual things, than they, naturally fall into itt re- 
lation to temporals. For, how ordinary.ts, at with 
men, lin masters of Religion, to commit:vsTegay 
wooregov, Whichiour Englifh Proverb doth phrafe, 
Setting. the Cart before the Horfes of, fetting that 
rf whichdhould be. lat2?:. How many take care 
- to fave.the luniber of Religion, as; amay: callir, 
whilft, mean time, that better part of it,which sts 
like Plate and Jewels, is; in danger to, be loft?. So 
did thofe Scrifes and Phurifeess who took great.care 
to pay tithe of mint, anife;and cummin, and omitted 
the weightier matters of the Law, viz. \Jadgment, 
Mercy, and Faith, Mat, 23.23. There are fome 
Truths -unfpeakably greater, and of more, confe- 
M4 quence 
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184 Meditations upomiall. the Remarkable 
quence, thati others. Thofe thould: moft of al be MIE! 


contended fers "02: | je pent! 
There arefome enemies-to-our Religion, which jy’ 
would nof‘onely ‘bila with -hay “and Rubble, 


ut. even” lay - ahotleér Foahdation © belides thag mh we: 
which is-laid, vis. Thedord Jefas Chris though: Bien 
other “Poundation , thatwill bear, ‘can 46 mai Mbt! 


es 


lay, 1) Cor, 9°09. Suche ofhodld “moh of altabe Mk 
contendéd “againit. Roms? others’are ‘but’ difpas fhe 
rately oppolite to 1s;:as°Greeni'to: Yellow;! and | 
other intermediate colouts! are te White: ‘but | 
fuch,aré as quite contrary t0.us,. as Black canbe to 
White. Some Duties there are, the perfdymance 
whereof are, as it-werej “the very Pillars ofa 
Church, which it cannde ftand withouty “Others 
again, are for ‘their. nature‘more difpatable; for Mut: 
their ufé more indifferent and leffe-neceflary. God Mi 

forbid, but’ the -firlt of thefe thould alwayes take 
place of the laft,and that we may more regard thofe ju 
things of which Chritt faith, -Thefe thingsuaht jou Me, \ 


ee 


oo 
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to. have done; and then thofe other’, “of which he My: 


{peaketh more diminatively, faying, And the other My 
yu [lould nothave left undone. . | 

There are certain fins, which Sc#mp/in-like, do 
take hold upon the Pillars of the Honfe, Eomean; 
Church and State, and threaten to: pull irdown, 
Fiow prepofterous would it be to punith peccadil- 
lo’s with’ Scorpions, and-let {ach crimesof the firtt 
magnitude {carce be punifhed with Rods? . What 
nen did in -velation to the Fire; may ever teach 


. them,to mind thofe things in the firtt place, which 


are of greateft confequence. - If men had Iron 
ware and.Gun-powder in the fame Shop, did’they 
not firive to remove: their .Gun-powder -before 
their Iron, becaufe that would domotthurt, It 

is 
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til 3 the Apoftle’s rule, that all things fhould be done 
_ |Hécently ‘andin order. “To begin with thofe things 
"at which aré: moftineceflaty, and: then proceed sra- 


il nal ty-to thofe whichaté of lefs confequence,is one 
\ IW >E bheamiott néceffary pieces of Oder that can-be 
Wolpl>bferveds *It-is a good rule, thavwethould firtt 
9 tito thofe ‘things that: mult be done, and@atrerwards 
ll tbhofe that may be done.’ Fofephowas’ overfeen: in 
clpas prefenting! Ephraim to his Father's lefehand, and 
; and \Adandffeh to his-right, and: Facob-obferving it; laid 
; but fais right hand upon Epkniin) atid his’ left upon 
Vet |ALaneffeb; Gens 48.440 In tike manner, there: is 
flanelesequent caufé for ns‘tocro& ont hatids; and*place 
‘dajurright where we are ‘moved to’ place our eft: 
Oies Poching ‘being’ more <incident‘to ‘ws, than to mind 
lt, or chofe things in the aft) which weioaght to resard 
God jin the firft plage. By-as- go6d reafon'as menfecured 
tie |their Wives and: Chitdren- before- their Sood} 
thole their Gold aiid Silver before their Iuthber, ‘ought 
iw Imen, whtoknow their fouls to be moré worth than 
all’ othe’ thines, firftof alte fecure them from 
thatworm' that never dyesyfrom that firéochat never 
will go.oit. : Pte amcrterh 
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MEDITATE LON! sE. 


Gpon' (ome who; [oon ‘after the Fire, coald hrdly tell 
where bints their own houfes drd fland.’” 


ICO it was, that fome who attempted: to: vifit the 
shich DMARuines and Reliques of:thofe Houfesiin which 
jon (they dweley (noteabove’a week before, though 
‘ey (they found the Street °in which’ they ftood, yet had 
much ado to-be certain which was the ground 'they 
Roddeupon. He that’ fhould have told them: but 

one 


ae aS ae Ves 


SEF phic Sts Ta AR Ln Nal Tea > ara 


ee . 
ers 


hasta selt Sakae rea Saat es 


iD are Ae OE DS: at enon a hae mae aa serie A rE A Ah Se pal alt nv is plane NIT LITA ene iacnaelig ae a, 


on 


z ~~ ee 
= as eR Airs 
Stew Sage dt at = > 
a a _——— 
eS NN eR Rl eT ES la AS Nat a il i ed ewe 


1 
$ 
au 
{ 
i 

4 
{ 
{ 
ry 
i 
{ 


is 

! ie 
H (3 
G3 f 
i 
i 
‘ i 


2 ae a a an pee Ae meer ee i ca 


190 AMedthations upox-all the Remarkable 


one day before. the Fire began, that within five ott 
fix; dayes; they being. injLondon., and.in the fame 


Street where their dwelling was, fhould not beable} ye 
to find the way: to their own Honfes,: ( where they| | 


had lived, it-may be, twenty years and upwards,) 
would have-been lookt upon.as mad,- or replied te 
in fome fuchdanguage asthis ; What fhould.aile us 
Shall webe out.of our wits,within that time ?;ong 
Shall we bettruck with blindnefs.as the Sodomeites 
were, that fought for Lots.door,? or, if fo, we. think 
wecould find our own Houfes blindfold, or in the 
darkelt nightsat fo fmallia diftance: .or, Shall Lass 
don be’ changed. as muchas. Sodom and:Gomorrah? 
which, were fair Cities,  but-are now.a filthy:Lake # 
Or how, :and by what means fhould it be fo:much) 
altered 2. He did-not.more exprefs his admiration) 
and disbelief of;what,was foretold in another: cafe, 
whofaid, Jf; God. would make Windowsinddeaven, how 
could this 6é2;,than moft men would haveexprefled, 


are is 
no. 0 
which . 
{ible ? 
any Ki 
saint | 


; 


mile, P 


theirs as‘to this: - Yet do,we fee the thing, which with 


could enter mto,nomans heart to coneéive, till hell 


faw it is,come to'pafs. |Methinks it is fad.to,heagll hin 
men, that knew London well enough before,.as they: -» ; 


walk along the Ruins, asking at every turn, Which 
is the way to fuch a place > and, What itreet ig 
this ? and, What Street és that ? ‘But yet more fad 
to think of men,that have fought.their own Houfes, 
not far from: the place where they. had wont to 
ftand and could not eafily find them. There-isa 
phirafe inScriptures of Zens places knowing thent np 
more: buts in this cafe that: phrafe was inverfed, 


viz. Men, for the time, knew their-placts yo more. Oh 


ftupendions Judgment! I fee it is eafie for God.ta 


do fuch thingsas are hardly pofible for men, tobe") «., 


keve, till they {ee them done.) So true is it, that 
the 
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oll) the wayes of God -ate’above our wayes , and his 


thoughts above our thoughts, as much.as the Hea- 
| wens are above the Earth. How good is -it-then;to 
be-armed ‘againft-all forts of evil, not. only fich as 
are likelyand probable, buteven thofe which ate 
noi fore: than poffible> ‘and’, What evil 1s there 
which hécannot inflict, to\whomall things are pof- 
fible ?> For ought’ Ifeesno man_is:fecured againtt 
any kindof Judgment, but lie, thatisofecured -a- 
gaintt all (in fome fenfe, ). by vertue of that pro- 
mife, Prov. 12.21. WVo evil fhall happen to the juft : 
with others: of the fame imports Nothing could. be 
more improbable, than that fo many.Calamities of 
different kinds fhoild-befall Fob, nor-facceffively, 
but at one and the fame times. TheSabezns ta- 
king away his Cattel,,andikilling his fervants, Job 
1.14. And, that whilelt ‘the firit; Meflenger was 

fhould comé;:and tell him, 


only one_perfo 

sers; being referved,, as it, were, OR. purpo 
bring him the tidings of it: Such aconfpiracy of 
Providences (as I may callit) to‘ftrip. aman of all 


his Comforts at once, could featce have been ima- 


sined , till the event did declare it: Unexpected 
and unimaginable miferies are not muchmore rare 


that unexpected and unlookt-for Mercies. 
. Upon 
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of men :they-are the Houfes or Receptacles of their J pr 1 
dead bodies; Fub'17. 13. Jf I wait, the grave isimy 
honf ey and the grave is called the housfe appointed for all 
living Fob 30.23. How many fuch honfes.ds thofe 
could not be found if they fhouldnever fo carefully 
be fousht-for?) How ordinarily are thé dead:tur- 
ned out of pofleffion, and the, living come in their 
room > that is;}Charnel~houfes have been turned 
into dwelling-hozfes, and many more fuch inftan- 
ces are like to be: fo that it hath and will become . 
impoflble,not only to know thesbodies ofdeadmen 
again, but their very graves. And the then Earth 
it’s felf, that is as it were. the: houfe .of all Sraves, } 
the great Golgothz, ‘or place of skulls: Now when that | 
time thall come which is fpoken Of, 2 Pet. Zi, LO. 
in which the earth and all the works es ave therein i 
| hall ‘be barney up, that great Houfe of houfesiand J 
Be praves,af: it be fought for, will be found nomore. § 


Abt! a ia 188 Meditations upon all the Remarkable fi 
Wg ee Lipdathis occafion;I cannot but think of threeother Bye he 
aarti forts of houfes (as we may term them) which J pj). 
| men have or may feek for and not be able:to. find. § /,\; 
i Firft, our bodies they are the Houfes or Taberna- § {, | 
Me 1 | clesin which out fouls dwell, (as he faid, Anima | pin 
We hb Galbe male habitat, Galba’s fou! dwelt inanill-bo- 9 pie 
HA TP a dy): when thofe houfes fhall be crumbled away to 9 pg;i 
Lt eee duit, or devoured of worms, who will be able:to Fy 
} eM hid dh find them or tofay ,Which wererthey ?The Graves 9 pio 
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MEDITATION .LI. 
On thé Statue of Sir' Thomas Grefham /eft be 
blak the Old Exchange. 


Ow: Sreat ad par ticular’a refpect did the Fire 
thew. to’ the Efigies of that worthy Knight, 
“the 
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the honurable. Founder of that which was the 
Royal-Exchange y and doner. of \Grefham-Colldge, 
(which, for prefent; fucceeds im the room of it; JoI 
fay, how great a refpect, by the appointment of 
Divine Providence, ( without which not,a. hair 
falleth from our heads) didthat. Fire thew to his 
Effigies in particular, which itdefettanding and 
undefaced, whilitimean time the Statues of all the 
Kings and. Queens‘of England fince'the Conquelt; 
were demolithed and thrown down by it. No man 
could have anfwered.it, to have pit more honour 
upon a fellow-Subjeét,’ than’ upon his lawful 
Prince, ‘thuch: leffé: upon oné Subject than: upon 
many that had fwayedithe Scepter within his native 
Soil. (for certainly there is.an honour which Kings, 
as Kings, may challenge from, their own people; 
sreater than is: due. tovany. of their Subjects): but 
God whois the Kin of Kings, may do what he 
pleafé; He may pull'down the mighty from their, feats, 
and exalt them of low degree, as:itis 5) ‘Lake’ 1. 
52; Men’ muft have regard to political claimes 
and rights,’ in difpenfing their refpeCts, and give 
honour towhom honour is due upon that account: 
but moral confiderations are thofe which the'Grear 
God takes notice of» who is otherwife- xo. re(preter. 
of perfons, yethath promifed to honssr thufe that hor 
nour him, and is alwayes obfervant,-thotigh fot-of 
mens fecular dignities, yet of their real worth and 
deferts.. Now it muft-needs be confefled,, that, no 
perfon upon earth had deferved fo well of the Xopul= 
Exchange, as that worfhipful Knighe had ‘done, 
who both made and ‘maintained it. - Indeed) tt was 
called the Burfe of Pai fe of the Kings) and Queens 
of Exglends ‘and thieits it'was by Sovereignty and 
fuperintencency by confirmation and countenance; 


Sates Se Sere 9 : 
SSS 


aS 


aay bajog Ss echesigc ncn an? os arene 
SAS SOLON Ae Ae RAM cali Ril nas, SUB URLED wLme EEA Llare acer 


me a eee 


but 


BAP Mai ein 6 ace GOT Ne ol eI A aL on esting ial rede 


Fie i ni ne ian leaping yi cam om i ran 


= Se — ~ 


ea ee = 
ws a 3 
< = 
Ag, Seer ae 
ed 
= 


ems : : . 
Ginn sweet ah i. ngs om I mn ln an nl a in Hye 


oa cae ae 
ess 
ao 
= Sw athe 
ale oe 


but it was only his by coft and:charge, by creation 
and donation, They allowed it for an Exchange, 
and proteéted it as fuch, but he only built and up- 
held it,for that ufe and purpofe. They were; as I 
may fay, the God-fathers to that Noble Stru€ture; 
which put their own-names upon it; but he the Fa- 
ther which gave Being-to it. _Now; which of thofe 
two have moft interett in a Child, is eafy to judge ; 
and that of the Poet may determines) Et:gue:nin 
fecimeus ipfis Hand ea noftrovced,’ Things aré pring 
cipally theirs who made them... Yet thisymuft be 
acknowledged, though he ‘made it an Edifices: yet 
they made it an Exchange, by theit Royal Sanétion 
and delignation: but, to do the former, Hic lbor, 
boc opus erat. . And is all that coft and Jabour loft, 
which that generous Knight’ did beftow upon that 
noble Foundation? Surely no; Fory befides the 
Sreat fervice which that well-intended Stru@ure 
did to the Nation for a hundred years-together, 
fuch, and fo great was the fragrancy of that.pre- 
cious ointment, which by him was poured out up- 
on the head of London and ‘of: it’s: Inhabitants, 
that’ the favour' thereof will never ‘be out of their 


noftrils; nor fhall they need the help of 4 ftanding - 


Exchange, to remember fo worthy a Founder by; 
Three fignal marks of honour «did the late defola- 
ting fire (or rather God) who is faid to divide the 
flames of fire (which may be meant of diftributing 
them ashe pleafeth) put upon that renowned: Be- 
nefactor.’ One was that I have been writing of, 
viz. the forbearance of ‘his. Effigies; and of his 
alone (as ifthe relation of a Founder and>noble 
Benefa&tor, had puta peculiar facrednefs intoit} 
You might have feen him: (his Statue I mean) after 
the Fire fafe and found, as Noah was — the 
: Hood, 
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jAdod.the one having efcaped a Deluge'of: Fire (if 
, may fo call it)as the other dida deluge of Water : 
|i. WNodb was preferved by the vifible and probable 
i] Jeans of an Ark, inw hich himfelf atid:-his family 
ine, were ambarqueds but, all the Ark, or means of pre- 
-. fervation which this worthy Knight had j swas.only 
the (he immediate Providence of God, whe feemed 
, fo@intend.a particular refpect, for and towards £0 
Pin ireat a Benefactor}. referving him,as we hope,(in 
rine \Berigie I mean,) to fee'another Exchange; as Noah 
the (was, (but he indeed>in Peérfon, ): to (ee another 
yet |World, after the deftru@ion_ ofsthefirfts > whom 
Hon ‘or that reafon the ancient Poets are ‘fuppofed'to 
br, | fave meant by him, they:call Funss,with two Faces, 
jf, Jor that he had faced two Worlds.’ | Another 
i Ppadgof Honour put upon. him was, the preferva- 
je \on of that other Famous-Building:y. known: by 
ve phe name of Grefham-Colledge , whtich*that» No- 
¢ ple Knight had long: fince given to a, Publick= 
we (le’; intimating , that’ he witht no ‘better Suc- 
mt leffors than the Mafes inthat Houfé;°in. which 
limfelf did fometimes dwel].  Aothird: Honour 
Which befel him at::this: time was.;othatrhis own 
Dwelling-Houfe (that was )fhould,forthe time be~ 
jy, pagsand till the former:can be built again;be madé 
,, ae Royall. Exchange, as if no man: could ‘provide 
jo {a Exchange fit'to receive our-Merchants;but thelr 
Id Founder Sir Thomas Gre fbam:which thing isino 
»., Jmall accefsion of ‘dignity, to that place; which asa 
, oHedge furnifhed with able Profeflors, and good 
1 Leétures, well indowed, was very Honourable 
refore. Thus was the worthy Knight thrice dubbed 
if I may focall it) ‘after the firlt 'time, and that 
vy the fire. Where then is the man that hathan 
‘itate commenfurate with fo: sreat.an und ertaking, 
chat 
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that whensheconfiders thefésthings would not be} (i 
ambitious; to do.as Sir Tomas Grefbam had doné 
before him; I mean to‘build an Exchange in Lieu 
of that which now Jieth in afhes? What better} put 
way could ke think: of, whereby to perpetuate his 
name to all Pofterity? or wherein could he bette#) i 
ferve his Native-Countrey 2 Is there never arich] yer 
Batchelor: devoted to a fingle life? Nor yet amy) Cen! 
Childlefs (and almoft kindred-lefs) Widowersthag} 5) 
hath Gold.and, Silver enough to compafs fucha 
slorions work as that? theteby-he may acquire to 
himfelf a'name, and a memorial in the world bet® 
ter them that <of fons: and, daughters. How oft ‘dj, 
great eftates' ( even fufficient for fo great an enters) Hom: 
prize as.I am {peaking of ). fall into the hands:of) 1 
men. that neither know-how:to ufe them awhilt 
they live, Dor yet how to difpofe them whem they} 
die, either for their own honour;,or for a: publick) | if 
sood. Is it not eafier to find ten men with ‘fuclif sj 
eftates, as Sir Thomas Grefbam had, than one mati} Ad 9 
with fo Noble arid generous a Spirit ? Lwith fome| jy 
men:do not bequeath their money. to Mot) Much pu. 
better purpofes, thancifithey had purchafed Coal 
with itto fend to New-caftles or thrown it into thely.,, 
Sea, rather then imploy it to fo goodsand charitable thous 
alfe,as is rebuilding of the Royal: Exchang@in. 
Brave ambitiom to leave aname juftly renowted)s, », 
amongft men, “if it be atiy. thing of a ticeads,tn aps Me 
pearance; fo'generousy)and:fo like :a virtue | that Bilge 
fome low-fpirited men ivere mever capable’. of ifj}yay: 
nor can ever be made to feehthefharpelt Spurrs off}, 
Honour, .fo'as thereby to be ftimulaced and quick}... 
ned to Heroical Enterpriz2s. Lami amazedto chiokhh.., 
that fome, but ordinary men, have parted with the f A 
very lives,only totell the world they were no Cori. 
wards) 
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| ‘Cowards,. or to’ leavei a: Nadine for atone behind 

them ( which would: be: bat ‘nine days: wonder ) 

when others of better birch; andquatityrwill’ not 

| part fos much as wich their | éftates, tor good ufés 

| (no snot: when they! come: to die): wlereby: to 

inform the world for evér'; that they\wére’.Jo~ 

|-vers of; their Countrey,. as was ;f4id’) of that 

“al Cenririoms He hath loved our nations and built cs a 
| Synagogue. : | 
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IW Zon the, Pillar appoinked , and intended. to be {et yp i.2 
Ln orememb:ance. of the burning of London. 


— 


WB FLondomits felf be snot the dofefyl- Monument 
ll & of its own deltruction, by always.lying in Ashes 
tue | (which: God forbid it fhould:) itis provided. for by 
» AG of Parliament, that.after-its reftauration a Pil- 
ihloif} Jar.eithet of Brafs or. Stone, fhould be..ereéted in 
| perpetual. memory. of its late moftdifmal! confla- 
| gration. «Herein. ( for ought I know,). hath the 
to | pious care, of this age.exceeded all former; For 
ai }thoush Hiftory telleth us;. that London hath feveral 
chang | times been burnt, yet that any fuch Memorial was 
wit fet up,.whereby to.inform.and warn all after ages, 
iM cannot-call to mind that I ever read:.. May we u- 
ie tilniformly -tranfcend the piety of former ages, a; 
édMwellin-all other things as we have done in tii's, 
pilithen fhallwe not need to doubt, butas.oursreater 
{ou is have of late. years procured us greater judge- 
iments, (onein the neck of another). thay have 
formerly been known in fo Quick a fuccethon: (viz. 

lof Sword, Pettilence, and Fire; ) fo our tranfcen- 

} N dattt 
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i “dant Reforination will end in.gréater bleffingsthan | 
former agesbhave been acquainted witht by 
Ttismotiwithoutfeveral Patterhs:and Prefidents | 
in Scripture, that Memorials fhould beereéted, as By: y7 
asiob Mercies 5 Forjnot only Bin; 
of Stone in theplace Gy poy 


God him 
fure deain: 
Scdom(whichithe ough ai, (4 
turned fer junto a Pillar of Salt, ( which may fignifie fisto 
alafting Pillar, ora Hard “iff Body of pérpetnal figs f 
duration : Cin which fenfe, the Covenant of God fic 
is called, a Covenant of Salt, that is, of perpetui~ fim 
ty.) to feafon after-Ages with the remembrance of Wii 7 
his judsment upon hers We read of the Brazenq teint 
Cenfersof Korah and bis Company, rhife: inners avainft 4 Hey 
their own fowls °(as they are called) ; that they were | 
wade into broad- Plates for'a covering of the Altar; tobe ft 
a memorial tothe cbildrén of Jfrael, that no'firangers th hy 
that is, not of the: feed of Aaron come near to offer i= Marky 
cenfe before the Lerd, thaehe be notias Kora and his ter) 
company, Numb. 1.16.3 9. We réad alfo of agreat Pie», 
Stone called Alél,which word fignifieth Grief s-and 
that name feeineth to have been giver it becanfe of iy, 
the Lamentation which the People made-over'thofe fin, 
Bethfhemites, that were flain for looking into the fh, 
Ark, 1 Sam.6.18. The Philiftims themfelves, when | 
{mitten by God with Emzsercds, and plagued with i 
Mice, are {aid to have prefented the Lord with'icer- 
tain Monuments of thofe judgments that were up-~ F 
onthem, vic. with fo many Gulden Emerods Cor] 
fisures of Evserods,) and fo Many Golden A1icey ad |, 
as 
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, Puff, ages of the late areadful Etre, T95 
le Lrefpas-ffcrings x Sam.6.455. VVherefore ye fhall 
aw make Inzages of their E merods, ahd of ycur Atice, uhich 
‘Bear the Land sand fhall give Glory to the Gid of Ifra- 
“Wl: peradventure he will lighten his hand frsm of yous 
ON ons off yorer keds and from off your Land : which plain- 
MGRly fhowes, thar even thofe blind Heathen did look 
M@ipon the dué Commemoration of Judgments, asa 
ME hing well-pleafing unto God ; and we are affured 
| Uiit is fo, by the complaint which God maketh of the 
PeiBi(raelives , their forgetting the great things which 
WG od bid Adne in Egy pe, and ‘terrible things by the Red- 
ey Sea, (meaning the drowning of Phzyzoh and all 
panthis Hott there, Pfal.106,21 .) And the Apoftlé wri- 
petid-ing of what had befallen the murmuring J/r elites, 
Gu it Cor.10. 6. faith } Thefe things are our exdnaples 
pel bat we foou'd not luff af ter'evil things, as.they alle ‘nft- 
ictoeds Therefore; temeniber “them we mit, or elfe 
mene can také ‘no warning bythe. | 
qi He that quettioneth the heedfulnefs of erecting 
) weitla Pillar’, ‘of fome other Monument, to commémo=- 
aiiifeate the‘late dreadful Fire, may fee his Error, if he 
mgio but confider {that London (though nor fuch a 
jr in@Uondon then sas this was,)hath formerly been burnt 
ad ifeveral timess(and did once Contifiue in athes four- 
igre Core and ‘five years together’; ) and yet the gene- 
saniitality of men now living in thefe parts, were fo far 
ile om conlidering and awins their heartswith the ré- 
@nembrance of it,that but hete and there aman doth 
wo much as know that any fuch thing was ever done, 
How vain a thing ist’ for Papilts to beat us in 
hand, That Orall-Traditi .n is 
fuficient to tranfmit Relig’on 
tothe World; and is the great 
: Corl thins we are to.rely upon; when, 
in@eout fer the We.tings of Hifforians, we had all been 
; N 4 


hohe D nlm. Hilt. 
| We. i14, 8, 13%, 
Ch BLOT, 21g 263, 
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ignorant of fo remarkable a thing, as was the burn-_ 
ing of London five feveral times, viz. Anno Domin. 
798, and Anno 801; and again Anio 932, and 
asain, Anno Domini 1087. and-after that in the | 
year 1133, which was little more than five’ hun- 
dred years agoe : Had our Parlizment had any fuch’ 
confidence in Orall-Tradition, they had never de= | 
figned a Pillar for the memorial of a Fire fo hard to | 
be forgotten. 

How weakly do P-pits Argue, that the Autho< 
rity of the Scriptures is built upon the Church » 
and the Church its felf Infallibles becaufe itis cal- | 
Jed, The Pillar of Truth, 1Tim.3.15- Whereas} "" 
Pillars are many times ereéted for other ufes, than i to 
to uphold and under-prop buildings; as the feve- j°' 
ral Inftances which I have brought from Scripture, |) 
of Pillars, fer up only.as Monuments and Memo- js 
rials; and, the ufe to which. the Pillar lam now ' a 
treating of, is tobe applied , do plainly prove ¢ pit! 
Such a Pillar is the Church , viz. to tranfmit the peat 
memory of Religion, or. rather that Infcription aii 
(the Scriptures I mean, ) which are the great yy 
1emorial thereof from one Age to another. ihe i 

But, Will the intended matter of that Pillar , j™ 
which is appointed to be either Brafs or Stone, af=) “1 
ford us nothing of a profitable Meditation? Me=jia ti 
thinks it fhonld. What Metal is there that, more} i 
refembleth Fire than doth birnifhed-Brafs? there- }}io 
fore in Ezek, 1.7. we read, that the feet of the ee 
ving Creatures there fpoken of, did /parkle like the atts, 
colour of burnifbed-B rafse Itis-but fit that the Me- Bory 0 
morials of things fhould bear as liyély a refem= it fel 
blance as may be, of thofe things of which they arepiul, 
intended Memorials : So the Philiffims madePiir 


A 


brancell 
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i. brance of thofe that were true and natural : More 
lover, if London were confumed by Treachery , no 
:, al mettal can be more fit to receive the Charaéers of 
inti their moft Impudent Villany, who (as to that ) 
‘ hu™ had finnéd with a Brow of Brafs, and with a Whores 
i i! Fore-head. Or,if Stone be chofen rather of the 
verde CWO, to make that Pillar of, be it a lafting Emblem 
urd OF the Hardnefs of their hearts, (harder than the 
neither Milftone,) that could burn fuch a€ity, 
and ruin fo many thoufand: Families, both for the 
prefent, and for. many years, if not Ages to 
come, 
|. Where the Fire began, there, or as nearas may 
mbe to that place; mnft the Pillar be ereéted , (if 
apever there be any fuch. ) If we commemorate the 
rpm Places where our Miferies began, furely the caufes 
Menogwhence they fprang, (the meritorious  caufes, or 
1 nomglins, are thofe Lnow intend, ) fhoald be thought of 
seovemmmuch more. Iffuch a Lane burnt London, Sin firtt 
nit qmournt ‘that Lane: Cau(% canfa oft cana cin‘ati « 
inAfiiction [prings not out of the daft, not but that it 
wmmay {pring thence immeditely, ( as if the daft of 
" the Earth fhould be turned into Lice,) but pri- 
arily and originally it {prings up elfewhere. 
) As for the Infcription thar ought to be upon 
4» Mf that Pillar, (whether of Brafs or Stone, ) I mutt 
m@eave it to their Pietvand Prudence, to whom the 
Wifdom of the Parliament hath lefc it: Only three 
ofmnings I both with and hope concerning it ;The 
', mirttas, Thatit may be very hamble, siving: God the 
at ory of his righteous Judgements, and taking to 
.qqpur felves'the fhame of dur great demerits.: Ses 
i qpondly, That the Confefion which fhall be .there 
“qjengtaven, “may be.as impartial, as the judgement 
ts fel{ wass not chargin3 the guilt for which that 
B 3 fire 
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198  Azeditationsuponall the Remarkable 
fire came upon afewonly, but acknowledging. that 
all have. finned, as all. have been punifhed. Far 
be it from any man to fay, that his fins did not help 
to burn London that cannot alfo. fay (andlwho that is 
know not) that neither he nor any of his either 
is, of are-ever like to-be, any thing the worfe for 
that dreadful fire. Laftly, whereas fome of the fame 


Religion with thofe that did hatch the Powder-plot,: 
are, and have been vehemently {ufpeéted to have, 


been the Incendiaries, by whofe. means London 
was burned, I eatneftly. defire that if time, and 
further difcovery, be able to acquit them from any 


Se 


fuch gnilt that Pillar may record their Innocency |} i 


and may make themfelvess .45 an Iron Pillar or Bra~ 
zen Wall, (asi may allude to. Fer.1.12.) againtk 
all the accnfatidns of thofe that {ufpe& them, but 


if indeed, and.in truth that Fire either came, or } % 


was carried on and continued by their treachery 


that the Infcription of the Pillar. may conligne | iil 


over their names to perpetual hatred and in- } ! 


famy. 


this fubje& ; 


e) 


Though I have thought too long already upon) (whi 
yet, me-thinks, I cannot but mufe } tori 


yeta little further, How men willor oughtto be} fi 0 
affected with feeing that Pillar, and reading {uch} vert 


anInfcription, as, 1 prefume will.be made upon 
it. Will they not reflect, and fay, Alas! Is} the 
greateft part of afamous City come to this? (or 
rather ‘was it. brought to: this? ) What-nothing 


buta brazen Pillar in lieu of the major part ofa 


renowned City? Doleful exchange ;:As the An- 


sel we read of AMatth. 28. 6. told the. Women } 
that cameto Chrifts Sepulchre 3: He -is mot here yi\ 


for he-is rifen. So this Pillar ftands but to tell 


men, that a glorious City; that fometimes ftood | | 
! | here=4 
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héreabonts, isnot here. now ; for it. (or moft of it ) 


is burnt and: gone. Lierrery at | 

How! uncomfortable is this: in commparifon of 
the twoPillars we readsof, wz,.a Pillar of Cloud, 
and a Pillar of Fire,‘ Numb.14.14.\ Thofe were 
Pillars for dire@ion, butthis was in token of de- 
{truétion. In thofe:God went before his people, 
by day andby night; but. in the Fire, which occa- 
fioned this Pillar, he. came: againft\us. “Then was 
God tahis people as a'Shadow from the heat of the 
rage of itheir‘enemies,,as a Wall of fire for their 
protection, but this Pillar calls thattime to re- 
membrance; in which God covered himfelf, as 
witha cloud, that the prayers of Londoners fhould 
not paffe unto him, andicame forth, not as acon- 
ferving, ‘but a confuming fire, not for, but a- 
gainft, poor Londen. Surely the place, where that 
Pillar fhallftand, will bemadea Lochim; for who 
will be able to pafle by it,:and not fhed fome tears? 
Yet as woful tidings'asthat Pillar is:to be char- 
sed with, How dol long to fee it ‘once'éregted 
(whichif Inever do, God grant that-others may) 
for furely, that will nevery be done, till men.can 
fay of London, asthe Prodigals Father of his con- 
verted Son: It (as hie) -was dead, and is alive again, 
was loft and is found. 


MEDITATION LIT. 


non the Anniverfary Fat appointed to be. kept in re- 
membrance of the Fire. 


t ha do. we playvan after-same >? Yer better 
A Blate than never: What Epimetheuffes are we? 
Now the City is burnt,we defign tokeepa perpetu- 
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al yearly:Faft, whereas there is little doubt, but the 

burning of it might have been prevented, if, be- 

fore thatyudgement;came, wéhad fet ourfelves to 

keep. fuch afaft; asisf{pokeniof, Ifa.5 8/62 Ls not 

thisthe Faft thatl have chofen.2, to loofe rhe. bands of 
wickednefs, to undothe beawy burthens, andto let the 
opppref[ed.gofree; and that yebreak, every Toke, &c. 

The Ninivites were wifer then we, for when Fo- 

nab preachtto them, thatrwithin forty dyes Nine-= 

velt fhould. be ioverthrown:s They: took; that fhort | 
warning, -priclaimed a :Faff.,yea and turned from | 
their evil may, and Godrepented of the evils that he 
bad faid he vould do. untothem, Jonah 3.020. (We 
have now.and then: faited after: a fort) brit was it 
not fo? that God might juftly expoftulate with us, 
as with the, Fews of iold, Js it (uch a\Faftias f 
have chofen? adayfor aman ty  fflict his Soul ; wilt 
tho call this\a Faft.:and un acceptable day to the 
Lord ? But have we turned from our. evil wayes ? 
as the Ninevites are faid to have done, 

Preventing Fafts like preventing, Phyfick are 
much -the-beft, but when they, have been o- 
mitted (or not obferved: (,as they ought to be) 
which furely nath been’ our cafe ) then curing or 
reftoring Fafts (as I may call them) are exceed- 
ing neéceflary, as therapeutical or healing Phylick 
is, Where prophylaétical or preventing remedies 
have not taken place. re 

A Faft both Anniverfary and. Perpetual is not 
without its prelident in {cripture. . The Jewes had 
fucha Faft by Gods appointment, Lev. 16, 2 
This fhall.le a flatute for ever to you, that in the fe- 
venth minth ‘ye [ballaffitt your finlss ver. 34. This 
Sball 62 an everlcfting Sratateto yous tomakerun atm 
toncment. for the C hildren of Lfrael fir all their fins 

| once 


f 
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sy nce: a year So it is, that the’ Fews theif Anniver- 
” fary'Fatt, or day of Atonements, Ifay theirs and 
‘St burs were and are bothdn-the feventh month of 
a she Year ( reckoning’ AZarch the firt; asit is up- 
i | Ion-a civil “accompt ) and this, we ny: came ‘to 
the lpafle: not by humané défignation, “bat bythe de- 
‘“s ermination of divine Providence, which browsht 
li he Fire iiSeptember; ‘and it was but eal that 
te: she Raft, ‘in rélation to it, fhould bein’ the fame 
“ot month, and onthe faine day the Fire was : Yea, 
jr, poflibly- the zeal of Ejther (if fach a thin had 
a hapnedin her time ) would have continued the 
We (Ratt as many dayes togethers asthe Fire it felf did 
8 ty continue ; for we read that She fafted three dayes and 
bth, bree nights together, Effher 4,16. and it is pro- 
wl Ibable would have held out‘one day longer, if fo 
Wilt Noleman an oceafion had called her to it. 
ite | How fuitable it is ‘that a Fait’ thould’ be pro- 
i@s2 felaimied upon fuch an occafion ‘as this weré pag ee 

make appear. Fajts are a kind of Sabbaths, for Afv- 
cae Wes (peaking of thé fess their Anniverfary Fatt, 
n- (ev.t 6.31. faith Zt fhall te a {abtbath of reff unto yor, 
0 be land ye fall, fil yaur (onles by a Statue for evere Now 
got the City reltech and injoyeth her Sabbaths in that 
eee fdolefal (if not iron‘call’)-fenfe, in which ‘that 
wick Pohrafe is nfed, Lew. 26,34. (viz, for a place that 
adies Heth +defol late ) reafon good that Citizens fhould 

keep a Sabbath too, at leattwife every year, as that 
“not Hoth every day. When London lieth in athes, why 
shud Pfaould not Londoners do fo to ? at leaftwife for a fea- 
fon’: When God hath humbled the City to the 
Li. pvery dult, fhould:not’ Citizens, in like manner, 
wy Phamble their.felves under his mighty hand: 
Neither is it without.reafon and fcripture that’ a 
ahem Faft fhould te kept rpen eecompr of a 
i ent 
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tranfient, judgement ( if may. call this tranGent #4 
or that the Ages to comedhould confeffe and , Jadmiott? 
ment the fins and miferies,of former. times ,, ose st 
of the Ages that were. before: them. Web. 9.« 2Miiski 
1 hey confelfed their, fins: andthe inignities of their FasMiye i 
thers: and Dan. 9.%6.:Eor.our finsy and for the init 
quities of our fathers, thy peypleare become a reproach amen 
There being Scripture forduch a.practice 5 doubt-frreet 
lefs there,ts,geafon enough for, its yet:I queftionsf heat 
not, but.a,man may lawfully ask, What the reafonfbne i 
is, or. what.caufe can be-afligned for.our fo.doing pjki) 
The moft obyious Reafons feem, to refult from thef hme 
Love we owe: to’'God, the Relation in which welh #1 
{tand to our Anceftors and Forefathers, the Reve=}jr. 4. 
rence which is due to the Judgements of God, and iil di: 
the bad influence which the fins of. our Anceitors}_ If 
and Predeceflors may have. upon ourfelves in cafe ite Sr 
we lay them notto heart... Weare forry that thofe ite! 
whom we dearly love have been injured by others th 
(and not then only when we have injured them Jat 
ourfelves ); yea, if we hear of any great wrong ja) 
that was done them many years ago, we are trous 
bled at it, and affected with it ( though pofflibly 
not fo much as. if it were but yefterday). And will 
not true love to God caufe us in like manner 'to re- 
fent the known injuries that have been done -to 
him? (and.fuch are all the great violations: of his 
Law ) yea, though by others, and many years | te jj 
fince. Ifthofe that have wronged the perfons we |plii , 
love, were fuch as were nearly related to ourfelves. |they y 
(as when Saw!; that was Fonathan’s Father, was-ve= |licls 
ry unkind to David, whom himfelf had a great af- } py 
fetion for) it troubleth us-fo much the more. A this 
So would love to God caufeustodoy when thofe  }irin, 
from whofe Loins we fprang (or who are pices Hist, 
wife 
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‘tit Bwife near to us), haye greatly provok’d him, to 
\\vhotn all by patthings: (though even worn out of 
Ms ithe memory of men). are alwayes).as prefent. By 
Ig. this Rule, though fugcefsors ought to. mourn over 
wr ihe fins of their. predecefsors, yet..Children more 
thei le(pecially. over, the fias of their Parents; or Pro- 
‘nuiparents, and other,Relations one.of another, We 
reverence not the Judgements of Godias we ought, 
lif hearing what God hath done to others for the 
fame fins whereof ourfelves are guilty ( more or 
lefs).we do not both,mourn., and tremble, and 
®humble ourfelves before the Lord, left he fhould 
‘hiido ‘as-‘much.to us, as;God faith, to,the.Ifraelites, 
fer. 7.12, 14. Go and [ve what 1 didto Shiloh, £ 
rill downto this houfe asl did to Siloh. 

| . If-fuch confiderations as thefe aftect.us not with 
ithe Sins and. Judgements, which..have. gone aver 
@the heads of our Anceltors.in former times, then 
Sido we ourfelves. become partakers of their fins, 
A ther jand their fins help to, all-up the meafure of ours; 
\ituigias wexead of the fins of the Amprites not being yet 
eof! (implying, that the fins of the time prefent 
poland time paft, were thrown as it. were into one 
dvi meafure). and’as:'Chritt fpake to the perfecuting 
‘tor Jews, A€ae. 23.35» faying, That upon them naght 
one al Corse all the righteous blood, from the bicod of Abel. to 
if hile the blood of Zacharias... We read of .God’s wiftting 
yea the iniguities ‘of the fathers upon the children, to the 
swan third..and fourth generation; and that he doth when 
inl they. make them theirs, as by other means, fo par- 
mi ticularly by not mourning over them. 

ai & » But if after-ages will not weep over the miferies 
mie wm of this(which Hiftory will not fuffer them to be ig- 
‘io @ NOrant of ), let them weep over their own lo(ses by 
tee Wi this Fire: for I doubt not, but iome may {mart un- 
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der the confequences of it hundreds of years 
hence: forafmuch as fome Eftates were confumed | 
by it, which might otherwife have been tranfmit-| 


ted from Generation to Generation throughout 


feveral Ages to come. For ought I know,the fourth | 


and fifth Generation from hence (to {peak within 
bounds) may have juft caufe, even from the in- 
fluence this Judgment may have upon themfelves, 
to obferve the fecond of September asa folemne 
Fait. 

As for the good ends we may propound to our- 
felvessin obferving that day as a Religious Faft, 


they are fo plain and vifible as that nothing can be ' 


More, Solemnly to humble ourfelves time-after 
time, under this mighty hand of God, that may be 


one. To beg that God would build up the wafte pla- | 


ces in his good time, that may be another : as alfo, 


that he would make.a gracious provifion for his | 


impoverifhed Servants: And_Jaftly, To deprecate 


the like Judgement for time tocome; feveral of }} 
whichends, if I miftake not, are hinted to usin | 


the A& of Parliament. 


But when J further confider it, how ghaftly are 


the thoughts of another Faft? and that for Anni- 


verfary perpetuity? Alas ! how do Fafts multiply” 


upon us? and the canfes of them much more ? 


--Sixty five gave us juft occalion for one perpetual — 


Fait, with reference to the dreadful Plague that 
wasin that year, and --fixty fix by ano leffe dread- 
fol Fire, hath given us another. Thus fin upon 
fin, hath made work for Fatt after Faft. - And the 
truth is, fo many and fo great are our fins at this 
day, that if God fhould punifh each of them with a 
particular and proportionable Judgement, ‘and 
every fach Judgement fhould be ees 
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ts with an Anniverfary Faft, the whole year miglit 
Wp) confit of little elfe but Fafting-dayes : at leaftwife 
‘iE, all our Feftivals be juftled out, and all thofe Letters 
gin) be. cloathed with Mourning, thatwere wont to he 
“i0li Clady (as itwere) in Scarlet. Admit that Lon- 


‘iti! dow fhould be built again, and {well to as greara 
livin bignefs as it did before (the latter of which no per- 
ithe) fon now living is like to fee) yet even then there wil 
kts be found jnft caufe of Fafting, Mourning, and La- 
| mentation,. for the burning of London in 1666, 
ou the prints and footfteps whereof will even then be 
SFikf vilible, though not by.an outward -defolation, ‘yet 
abel by an inward and lefs perceptible decay.. Though 
cate] London may in procefs of time, come to: look as 
imaybél well in the face as ever it did;. yet it’s inwards and 
itp vital parts will go nigh to remain greatly wafted 
yalo,§ and confimed. 
rhisf ~ Butafter I have infifted fo long upori the Suta- 
cate blenefs, Congruity, and Reafonablenéfs of a yeat- 
nl ff ly Faftin Relation to the Fire : It is fit I declare 
) win) My felf as to the nature and manner of the Faft I 
| with for, and which only will ftead-us, viz. Such 
th a Faft as is fpoken of, //z. 58.6,7. then may we 
‘§ hope to fee fuch a promife fulfilled as that, (of 
iio} Which we read)ver.12. 4nd they that {hall be of thee, 
1 {hall build the old wafte places :. thou fhalt raife up the 
| foundations cf many generations, and thou [halt be culled, 
tut Z4e repairer of the breachythe reftorer of paths to dwel in. 


A 


MEDITATION “LIF; 


‘a 
th . Upon the burning down of Lion-Colledee. 


d [ Ondon was an Epitome of England: (if not.al- 
fo of thewhole World.) Init was fomething 
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206° Meditations upon all the Remarkable | 
of almolt every thing; and amongft the reff, Cale) 4 . 
ledges erected or defigned for moit kinds and parts #), 
of good Learning: only two of which I fhallnow @.. 
inftance in, viz. Grefham and Zion-Colledges. The # 
former which was to be for Divinity and other Sci-. 
ences, yet itanding; the latter, which was.inteh> &. 
ded only for Divines, and for’ Theology, now ty- By. . 
‘ing in the duft. , Doubtlefs, Learning isa great. 
advantage and ftay to Religion, as the Apoftle him= fy. 
felf intimateth, .when he fpeaks.of fome who lei 
ing ignorant and unlearned, a3 wreft the Scriptu es toM a, 
their own" deftraction; and if men (as much as in) 
them is ) would root Religion out of the world, Bf). 
they could ufe no ‘means more effectual than that qa, 
which Fulian applied himfelfto, viz. the extingui- f. 
fhing ofall good literature. This came to mind, fim, 
when I rementbred,that Colledge to be yet ftand- By, 
ing, where Divinity and other Sciences dwell to+ Jy. 
gether, though Lam far fromafsigning that as the By. 
teafon, why that Colledge rather than the ocher §,, ' 
did efcape the Fire. i 
But, my work is, to tréat -of thofe places that #. * 
did not efcape, and now particularly of Zi0n-Col- 
ledge. The place where that Colledge ftood from | 
the firfttime that I can réceive atiy account of it, |] 
was alwayes a feat of Charity; firftin the Oare (as JP" 
I] may call it). and afterwards refined. By Chari-) f°: 
ty in the Ore, I mean, that which was popifh and) 
fuperititions’: For the firit Foundation that Tread 
of in that place was aNunnery : After that, it was 
converted to an Hofpital, inthe year, 1332. for 
the relief of one hundred blinid men, and was cal- 
Jed the Priory or Hofpital of Saint AZary the Vir- 
gin, founded’ by William Elfing, the which VVi!- 
liz became the firlt Prior there. In the fame piace ! 
where 
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| where that Peiory was fitiated, was (ince GreAed 
pe Colledge Fam fpeakitig of, for the Clergy of 
‘Jordon and Liberties thereof, and for the futeies. 
eTPlO0 of twenty poor people, ten men'and ten Wo 
piece’ of 

ng of tliat Col- 


tlalwayes 
m dentol ithéd. 
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ig PSH andfome refpeatil Charity, ahd inall thofe 
Ly Arelts b pearly Exemplary, That itawas Biberal,ap- 
, pe Lol bythe qua lityét thofetwoDivinessthat were 
v1, PoeROlni ders. Of iti’ GABF the Colledge its’ felf, zie, 
ue, ET botsak PWbive ‘he vothersapehe Library, 
© BO TRE Fob Sinefon, All the! préferment:that I 
pal tid-eithen of thefe Gentlemen’ had-in and’ 
ii f Saige Church; ‘wasythat the former was Vicar 
“eis ot Diva flan in the Wett,-and one'of the Ca. 
fie id telidenviary Of Saifit Pval?s Church iL nidorn; 
ee pore other, wa. My. Fob ‘Simp /oxiveas onely 
' MPOro’ Saint Olaces:Hart-(treet, Londons Some 
ine aya Sreat deal OP good ‘with a’ little (the 
 Barch doth little for them, and yet they'do much 
ANB it)-others do but’a little good with a great deal: 
U™Baoy, whofe Titles and Eecletiattical Revenues, 
me {welled ten ‘times higher than either of 
“Bigs did, ‘never were half fo much Benefactors to 
* B Church and world as was the lealt of them: but 
Be hoorded up their money, as if they meant, 
PD they left the world, to take it with them. 
: And? 
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And, as-theic Charity was liberal, ¢ which I me 
call intenfives) fo wasit no Jefle extenlive.. Chari, 
like feed ,fiould not-all befown in one furrow, b 
{cattered, fome here fome there ; as the Scriptur 
{peaking of a good man, faith, He hath difperfel, 
he hath givéente the poor, and his righteoulnels-reweaul wi 
eth : I fayy their Charity was extenfive 5 becattll wn 
firit, it did reach and extend to fouland body bot! 
yea, I might have faid in the. Apoftles phrafe, Sol) 
Body, and'Spitit: There was provifion made fi, 
the bodies of fo many podr; there were helps Mite 
Learning ; whereby to accommodate’ the ‘ming,,): 
and fouls of fuch as:.were lovers Of) ft 3: 'Qihyh., 
laftly, there was Religions or rather: helps. dy 
Religions (iby the. promoting of. Divinity, 
the {pirits of: mens. by which-domeanthe fale te 
faculties of men, which are more efpecially ries 
andfubjeas of Religion. ; There was Chasitytheih., 
ed-to bath Sexes; fomuch to one as to!anitt fil, 
whereas fome Senfuallifis have.no charity; t-likeg,,°,, 
that Sex which is not their-own , ¢ Phaxaoks Say, 
* who took careto fave the females, though hee) 
charge to drown the. maless as if they had bothe 
matty Mice:) And, certain Humorifts onthe theif,’ 
hand pretend \to fet their whole love upon a a 
own Sex, profelling themfelves. to be Mifogyage i), 
ox haters of Women swhich, wherher in pretelij,,.. 
or in reality , is another fnful. extreme: Asai te 
That’ Colledgé was kind and.Charitable, both)} ‘ : 
the Learned and Unlearneds, as, P<al faich, thathh, 
was a Doktor bath tothe Greeks, and, to the Barbarian, ,. 
both to the wife and to the favlifh s Whereas fomijy. 

reer Schollars themfelves , have no love fot aif... 
but Learned men’: and, others again havea kind}, 
Antipathy to Schollatss as fuch.. Laftly , The ef 

| | teniveog 


— 


alin 5 Sie 7 ‘ ¢ 
A ae nrg ee na Hae ok a oe 
~ Jane nn em nee 


os 
eine 


* _ re 
VESTS == zs a Soe 


Se 


— 


ones RE ae aatiancae 
Sn a re 


eh ani Ries wil ap ene Saino 


a a 
== oa RE 
fe 


Paffa,<; of the late dreadful Fire, 209 


tenfivenefs of the Charity that Save that Colledge 
fappeareth, in that it was a benefit both to Rich and 
toy He 08s ( for, as to fome things, thofe that are Rich 
singeeay Need help ,. as truly as thofe that are poor : ) 
‘Whither might Perfons of Quality, whofe Libraries 
“Mand ufual Dwellings were in the Countiy,repair, 
Nand be furnithed with -thofe Books they could not 
',.fmeet with elfewhere. 
6) » 20. extenlive Charity ought much to be imi- 
nustated, becaufe the Scripture faith , Do good. tovall 
yen: And, one great fanlt of this Ase,is, That the 
. ufeharity of men, (like their refpeéts, ) is confi- 
;,_ Jped infome, only to Paul; in others, to Cephass in 
ipthers, to Apollos, (as I, may allude : ) bur, the 
.-\ World will never be right, till men have learnt to 
1) Jove all good People as fuch. 
On Mr, Sizp/ons part, who founded the Library, 
gt was , as fome call it, a Living-Charity ; for, he 
puiltit in his life-time, at his own proper coft and 
Y tharges - whereas fome others have, in effe@ j 
seid, That their Mony fhould go to good ules, 
Mm avhen they had nothing elfe todo with it: then,) 
tend pot till-then ;) yea, poffibly repented-of that 
“moo, ere they died. I have moreover called itan 
pomble-Charity , (a Charity that did not vannt it 


Wf 3) becavfe the aforefaid Founder of the Libra- 


Ny did not {corn to build upon another mans Foun- 
Pation, or to fpend himielf in adding to another 
spaans Work; (who'tt was to be expected) -would 
pear the name of the Principal Founder. Hap- 

Mey is he that can feek the good of others, and not 

meek His own honour at the fame time; that, fo 

M@thers be benefited; doth not much care thous 
nimfelf be ovet-fookr. 


Lattly, I faid, Ic was a handfomesand a refpect- 


Mul piece of Charity, and fo it waser*For, How noe 
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ble a Treatment did the Founder provide quarterly Me tht 
for thofe Minifters fucceffivély , for whofe fakeix C: 
chiefly , or for whofe ufe, he: built that Noblemi¢ ti 
Colledge. Forafmuch as he was pleafed to givelisenn: 
forty Pounds yearly for four Dinners for the Clergy Micki 
who were to Dine together in that Colledge, after i 
they had broke their Fait witha sood Latin Sermon Bice th 
A fcornfull Charity is (as our Proverb phrafethiije 1 

it) but abitand a knock ; fuck, as all ingenuoifihe 5) 
rerfons, ‘that can {pare it, had as lief go without ym i/ 
but Charity ; confer’d with refpec, is like a Diath ni, 
mond well-fet, or a Pi€tire placed in fuch a light fy iy 
as fheweth it to the beft advantage: It is goodhiy 
milk, well fweetned ; whereas others, Liké our PLO icp 
verb of the red-Cow, Give good milk, and kick dowite.s | 
partcf it again, All-thefe things put together fi, { 
methinks the Founders of that Colledg and Libra:iy.,,, 
ry, were noble Patterns of Charity ; and thereforg al 
pitty it is, that their Colledge and their Names, 
fhould lié in‘afhes together: that the latter shoul 
not remain as famous as ever, though the former beg 
takenaway. Therefpea which Schollars owe tay w, 
the memory of Sion-Colledge : for the kindnefih,,.,., 
intended to them in it, asalfo tor the good whichh, 
many have'received fromit, ( where fome I pre-§ 
fume, got more Learning out of thofe publickh, 
Books, than others did out of thofe that were proz 
perly and peculiarly their owns Some throvey— 
upon the Common, better than others did upor| 
heirown tich Inclofurés; fome got more Learm§ 
ing for nothing, than others did out of coltly Li- 
braties of their own purchafing - would not per 
mit me to fay lefsof it than I have faid neither will] 

I fay much more concerning it. . 

On‘y one thing I muft not fail to Obferve, viz 

That the Providence of God was pleafed to watchs, : 

| vel 


I 


te 
He \ke 


| ge without a Library; and 
ol peeverwvatile a Library-Houfe for fome time without 
., tg books 5 ‘Now, (thanks’be to.God,) thete are Books 
te, igood ftore, but-neither Colledge rior Library to 
pplace them in? But, Shall it be alwayés fo? Are 
“there no mote VV hites and Simpfons to. build ano- 


ther Sion-Colledge 5 with a Library to it, in the | 


oom of that which is burnt down > Methinks the 
.wery name of Sion fhould invite fome good mati, 
‘Hone, or thore;to fuch a Workas that, having where- 

Nithal to accomplith its or; if it were but in parts 
MEO contribute*towards ity. Doth the prefent Ag 
Wilford no tan equal in Eftate and Charity to the 
iiwo former Founders of that Colledge? whereof 
{Libra phe was’ but a Parfon, ‘the other buta Vicar. One 


vepeould think there werea great many Perfons that 


“ispave double and treble, yea. ten-fold that prefer 
i paent. and Revenue, that ever they had : But, if no 
pody will do it, (as far beit from mes to think , 
pie World is grown fo bad, as bad as it is,). I thall 
“pe prone to think, that the generation that now is 
ath abandoned all caré’ of. Learning, Religion , 
‘lind Charity, or of anything elfe but what mea 


nould hor care for. 


MEDITATION Lf. 
uli pow Cittizens dwelling in Beothes , of Booth-like 
lif Houfes fine the Fire, asin Moor-Fiélds, Gc: 
pe V Asis Wooden-Houfes aré thofé that many 

ae Cittizens of good fathion dre now forced ; 
pea glad, to dwellin? May we <all them Houfes > 
ty "prare they ahy thing but Sheds; and Hovels; ot 
!Boothes, at moft ? Such as had wont.to be fet up 
| 2 O° 2 agairt 
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acaintt Bartholomew-Fair , and took down. again , mei 
when the Fair was ended =; But now it is, as if fome fi He 
fach Fir as that,were continued all the year long. @is? 
How are the Cittizensin Movre-Fields like an Army pout 
incamped,and lodging only within tents?How doth g Thi 
it bring to mindthat feat of Tabernacles,Booths; or ji cat: 
Bowers,which thel{raelits were commanded to keep gi iout 
Lev. 23. 34. and thatun the feventh month; it be=—ioul 
ing alfo the feventh month -( according to our ace minim 
compt, beginning ‘the year in Aderch.). which now: 
brought Londonersto this. The reafon of obferv-j 
ing the Feaft of Tabernacles is fet. down, Lev. 23emils? 
3. Vz. Thct your generations May know that I made iniste 
the Children of £ frael to dwell in booths, when'L Lrous he Mh vi 
them out of the Land of Egypt. I fuppofe, it was inglon 
thankful acknowledgement, that,now they dwelt inl 
houfes,they were much better accommodated than} 
either themfelves or their Anceftors were, when| 
they dweltin Booths. 
Far beit from us to-defpair that Londuners LAgY the 
Gods good time may keep a Featt of Tabernacles 
in thankful remembrance that God, who fometimesg 
(as at this day) made them to dwell in Booths hath; 
brought them to Honfes again ; mean time, I willfrons) 
they may be well contented with-that. {mall convesfu: 
nience they enjoy and may confider- with them! 
felves, how. much better it is to dwellin Tents (a) 
it were)as now they dosthan to lie in the open field Pe. 
with only the Canopy of Heaven over their Heading 
( [ub Dio, [ub Fore frigido) as in the time’ of the firehih, 
many of them were conftrained to do. Jacobs lodging te: i 
was notfo warm and fo eafy as ts yours within thoftfsn, 
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tents, when he took ftones for his pillows ATE fo, 

flept upon them: n the open ait, andyet no night}, 

ever pleafed hm Letter, Cas to the Dreams ang 

Vilions of it)emor yet fomuchas chat. Prom he in 
re | 
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Paff ages of the late dveadful Five. 24 3 
| he faid of the place where he lay, Tht *tis the gute 
| of Heaven, Gen. 28. 17. Of the Stones that were 
| hisPillows, he made a Pillar of Thankfulnefs, and 
| poured Oil upon the top of it (I fippofe by way of 
| Thank-offering); and vowed a Vow, that if he 

p came again in peace; that Pillar thould be God’s 
iti) Houfe, ver. 22. meaning, that he would builda 
jt Foufe for God in that place. How much better 
ua and more comfortable are fuch Booths, than thofe 
‘Wh Mountains , Dens, and Caves of the Earth, where 
ne the primitive Chriftians were forced to hide them- 
waifelves ? Yea, was not Chrift himfelf worfe accom- 
ilmfmodated , when he lay but in a Manger? nay, 
uo doth not another Text fay, that The fon of man 


‘wisii(fometime) hd not where to lay his head? It was 4 


wtt@ongs. time; that God himfelf dwelt amongft the 
elt fraelites but in a Tent or Tabernacle, the Ark I 
wigmean, which was the vilible Symbol of Gods pre- 
ence amongit the Jews, (and is fomewhere called 
y the name of God) ; For, till Solomon’s time, 
pacre was no Houfe or Temple for God to dwell 
pn. Shall men think much todwell a few mcn‘hg 
br years)in fuch.a way as God himfelf dwelr a- 
nongit, men for many ages together ?, Is the fer- 
vant greater then his Lerd 2 
Blefs God that you have weathered out a fharp 
eis \@Vinter, in which your cold lodging in thofe thin 
enitmaper-houfes (not much better Fences asaintt 
isHegind and weather, than Adofes his Ark of Bull- 
ithes was againit the water),and now a warmSum- 
ioligmer is before you, in which thofe flender Taberna- 
bles May prove, notonly tolerable, but pleafant. 
is tnd ferve, as it were, for Countrey-houfes. 
gi If men had had’ materials ‘as at other times, 
erewith to have built ftrong and durable habi- 
fons, where their booths now ftand, they would 
} } O 3 {carce 


> . - ™ ea == : oe 
Sse et ea SS 
SSS SSE eee pa age Pa SS 
re saa a ae ee 


Sera at Ba saat Ca ian ae 


- . oe =e st 
et a ee te ee a ee 


a hE tg han ah AN tes Ry BS a AES alent 


FO et eet te ay ee 


214° Meditations upen-all the Remarkable 
{cayce have done it, becaufe they wait for ‘a re- 
move, and expect the good time when they may 
have. opportunity, to dwell'm or near the places | 
where they dwelt before. « Is-there nothing to be 
tearnt from thence? ‘Why Should not allithe pro- ) 
viGion we make for this’ World, be only fach, and) 
fo flender, as may argue us mindful, that We bave}) fr 
here no abiding City, bat look, for one to come, a City, 
shat hath Foundations, whofe neaker and builder is God? 


¢ 


LLL 


MEDITATION LVI, 


Upon certain flight Tinsber-honfes that did efcape the 
Fire, though better Houfes:were burned.on each fide 
of them. fo : 


Tis plain, this Fire had a Commiffion from aq 

bove; what to take and what to leaves ele ray df 
had never come to pals, that thofe houfes fhoula 
e{cape that were in moft danger, viz. Slight, Old 
Timber-houfes , that were like fo much tinder 
(and fome fuch did efcape) whilft fo many soodly, 
Buildings and ftately Fabricks, of Brick and Stoney 
(that feémed able to have made their i ae 
were confumed by the Fire. It makes me think of 
Gods words to the Prophet Feremy,1.18, Behold, 
hove made thee a defenced City, and an iron pillar ante 
trazen walls againft the whole Land, They foale fol 
againft thee, ‘bat they [hall not prevatl againft thees foe 
T am with thee, ver. 19. Alas! What was one pook 
Prophet againft fo many Kings of Fudah, Princes 
Pricis, and People (as-is there expreffed)? yet 
God faid, He would make him as a bragen Wall 
asain{t chem all : they fhould not be able to prevail] 
asainit him. So ftood thefe poor QId-houfes, at @) Int 
very {mall diftance from that Fire, which deflroyed 
others at their right hand and at their left : vo 
. | {L004 
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ftood, I fay, fo fecurely, under the wing of Divine | 
 Providence,as if they had been fo many Iron Pillars? 


» of Walls of Brafs. - ’ 
| - Itcallsto mind that paflage, where the Prophet 
B {peaking of God, faith, That he giveth power to the 

i) faints and to them that have no. might, he increafeth 
‘hal fPrength, 1/4 40.29. Tobe fure, thofe houfes had 
‘Mi no might or ftrength of their own againft {uch a 
Fire ; had it feized them, it would have made but a 
§ blaze of them, it would have fwallowed them up 
- quick, unlefs the great God had interpofed, as he 
: did on behalf of the three Children in the fery 
i) Purnace.: The prefervation of thofe houfes, I re- 
® fleé&t upon, not as if itwere a Miracle, but asa very 
| great wonder and demonftration of Divine Provi- 
dence. Adira. @ Miracula, that is, Wonders and 
Miracles, are ufually diftinguifhed. Miracles put 
Nature out of its courfe, as when tne Sun was 
| made to ftand ftill, the Red-fea dried up, &c. bute 
| I cannot fay, that in this cafe any fuch thing was 
done. Pollibly, the wind. lay {till, or blew ano- 
ther way, at what time the Fire came near thofe 
houfes: -but, Who was it that.called the wind into 
his treafurie again, at that very time, or elfe ap- 
| pointed it to blow from another Coait? Was it not 
} that Great God; who is faid, to ride upon the 


oi 


i wings of the wind, and to make the Clouds his 


Chariots? andfor thatend {as may be meet for 
us to conceive) that he might convince the world, 


|} that all Safety and Danger is as be pleafeth to make 


it, that-hecan expofe thofe things which feem'to 
be moft fecure, and fecure thofe things which are 
mo expofed : Of this we have many Inftances. 
Inthe time of the laft great Plague, how many. per- 
fons were there infected with it,yea, and died of it, 
| who, to afl appearance, were out of harms way? 

: O 4 whereas 
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216 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


whereas othersagain, who lived as it were inthe 
mouth of danger,and jaws of death(as namely inin- 
feted families,yea,fome in Pett-houfes) were pre- 
ferved, and are alive to this very day. 


(not knowing how to help it)as it were at the very 
mark, and yet it was the pleafure of him that had 
the bow in his hand not to fhoot them: others ftood 
either wide of the Butt, or far beyond it, and yet a 
Dart {truck thorow their Liver : aninvenomed ‘Ar- 
row tookhold of them, anddrunkup their Spirits. 
So it falsout in Spiritual things. How great was Lot’s 
danger in Sodeme(the very air of which place feem- 
edto be infectious, as to matter of filthinefs) yet 
there he continued chafte,how fafe would one have 
thought him upon the Mountains (as for any fuch 
matter )3 yet God leaving him there, he became in- 
ceftuous with hisown Daughters. The Almighty 


feemeth to take pleafure, yea,and to glory in doing: | 


unlikely things. The Prophet, //. 64.3. afcriberh 
to Ged terrible things, (ach 2s men looked not for. Ha 
ving the iffues of life and death in his hands, he fo 
ordereth it many times for his own glory, that per- 
fons notoriously weak and crazy fhould hold outa 
Jong fiege of diftempers,yea,and overcome them at 
latt(after feveral years of drooping whereas others 
of Sampfon-like ttrength(in comparifon of them)fall 
fick, and die within a few days; So,weak Chriftians 
(both as to grace and gifts) are many times kept un- 
Spotted of the prefent world, and enabled toquench 
all the flery darts of Sathan, whilft fome that excell 
them, both in gifts and gracesy ate, fometime left of 


God (in order to their greater humbling) to take 7] 
fhamefull falls, and fora time to be overcome of | 


the evil one: witnefs David and others. So the foft 
Scabbard ‘machmore in danger as one would think) 
~ oft-times 
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} oft-times receiveth no hurt by lightning, whilft the 
fame lightning,paffing thorough it, doth-melt the 
‘B Steel within. Paul obferved by himfelf, that when 
| he was weak, then he was ftrong, meaning ftronger 
or more firengthned by God, than. at-other times; 
| which words imply, that. when ‘he was ftrongeft to 
his own thinking, then was he really weaker than 
-at other times, becaufe then he had lefs of the pre- 
fence of God with him. All thefe Inftances are fuch 
| like things in effe&t, as was the prefervation of old 
-timber-honfes, whilft newer Buildings of Brick or 
| Stone that ftood near tothem , were prefently de- 
) molifhed. 
| \ Itrefrefheth me fo much the more, to think, that 
all this came to pafs, without any thing of a Mira- 
ici cle; becaufe the working of Airacles we ought not 
| to expect in thefe dayes ;_ nor can we, without pre- 
ym {umption, and tempting of God, pzay to him, to fu- 
sm perfede, over-rule, or invert the courfe of Nature 
for our fakes ; but, to feek a wonder of God wher 
§ need requires, is no prefumption or fin'at all: and 
the inftance before us doth make evident, that 
Wonders may fometime ftead us as much as Mi- 
racles, evenas the Honfes I am fpeaking of, ( as 
near to danger as they were, ) were as effe-, 
tually fecured by God’s either ftilling or di- 
; verting the Wind, (inthe very nick of time,) as 
tian they could have -been by the working of the 
tf j greate:t Miracle. We think,God muft over-turn 
ee the courfe of Nature, if he would do this, ‘and that, 
ville. for us (ashe fpake of Gods making windows in heaven): 
‘@ Whereas himfelf,who ‘is only wife, knows how to 
| accomplifh what we delire without ufing fuch vio- 
| dent,extraordinary means. Be confident, the Lord 
| knows how,together wich every dahgér and tempta- 
| ton, to mcke a way for efeapey and relie npon what 
| is 
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215 Meditations upor. all the Remarkable | 
_ as {poken, Pfal. 91.1. He thatdwellesh in the fectet i An 

place of the moft high, [hall abide under the fradow of the Mis?" 
Almighty ¢ and let the Children of men put their traft ys! 
under the. fhadow. of his wings. . 


MEDITATION Lvl. 


Upon the Warning which other Places meay, and onght 9% © 
take by the Burning of London. Bais 


Ondons downfall may. Alarm all. the World. gin. 

As many bad People as were in it,let him, that 9 
can,point out that City inwhich there are more (fo ff 
faras men can judg ) that are truly good. If ten | 
righteous perfons, yéa, if fifty, yea, if ten times § Si 
fifty, (to fpeak within compafs, ) could have faved ] Wa! 


it, Londen had not been deftroyed: There were 9 fori 
morethan afew Names within that Serdis, of fuch, Fall 


as had not defiled their garments like others; Yet, 


it fhould feem, not enow to weigh againtt the fins Bites 


of the reft. Comparing London with other places, | 


we may call ita Green-Trees and, /f this were done Put 
to the green Tree, What [ball be done tothe. dry? Tf qn 


Judgement begin at the Houfe of God, where. [hall the 
wicked and ungodly appear ? 


I doubt not but there were fins enow in Lon-" [ni 


don to deferve the Judgment that did befall it, yea, 
and agreater than that; but, by the fame reafon, 
there is guilt enough inall other places to expcfe 


them toas great adefolation. Job had fins enow < #tv i 
of hisown to acquit God, in ftripping him of all-, Joye 


his earthly Comforts,and fetting him upon a Dung- 
hill to fcrape his fores with, potfheards ; yet Fob had 
not, at that time, hi§ fellow in all the Eaft-Countrey, 
for a man fearing God ,. and efchewing evil ; fo that 


God might as juitly have done the fame thingto any | 
man =| 


" Paffages of the late'dveadful Five, 3't9 
wl) man of that age, as tohim, Sins, comparatively 
“Wl fmall., have fometimes. been branded with great 
i! Punifhmentss witnelss Davids numbering the People 
| and the Beth{bemites looking into the Ark voflibly 
| to fhow, that’ little fins are’ commenturate with 
| great) Judgements,.in. point of evill, as'a grain of 
{ome Poifons may be as hurtful as a dram of others ; 
mie fo. lefler. finhers do fometimes fall iinder heavy 
| Judgements, to fhow, that: even they deferve fuch 
| Scorpions as thofe, and others 5 greater punith- 
jorld ments’; sbnt- that the: patience of God’ extends to 
ul the reprieving of them for the prefent'; as Solomon 
1¢ (0 Laid to Abiathar, Thow.art worthy. to'dye = but Z will 
lt tell gaat! pat thee to death at this time, King. 24.26. 
inell ~~ Such as charge. thofe fins upon Londons which. it 
‘fuel was néver guilty of, might have-had more colour 
net for fo doing, if the Judgement hadinot fallen upon 
fuchf} all fortsof men, as. well thofe whom they think free 
Ye, from: any fuch guilt, as ‘others ; whe were really 
is@ free,though they do not think them fo, 
lacey ° To fpeak of London, as worfe than indeed it was, 
ndne{ that is, as-worfe than.other places ; ) is no other, 
yt I than to befpeak fecurity in other places, and to pre- 
(| ite vent that. warning which they ought totake, and 
which is indeed given them by the deftruétion of 
Ll London. Who hath not reafon to think, that other 
yet Places fhall likewife perifh, if they repent not ? 
(on, All my doubt concerning London , iss whether it 
wel Were better than moft other places proportionably 
sone to thé mercies and means of grace, which it en- 
fill Joyed above them;or whether, thofe things confi- 
yine-te dered, its finsdid not preponderate:but whether abe 
jhe folutely confidered, it did not. more abound with 
wie Peoples of good and unblamable lives, then moft 
sue Other places do, Ido not much queftion, nor can I 
tell who doth. ) 
| Could 
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229. Ateditations upon all the Remarkable : 
Could I be heard beyond the Seas, I would fay, 
Let Rome; Vienna, Venice, Madrid, and Paris, 'take | 
warning ‘by the deftruétion of London, and repent # 
betimes, as induft and afhes, and (to keep within § 
our own bounds ), Let: Dublin, and Edenborough, do § 
{o likewifes or (to come nearer home), LetYork, § 
Briftel, Nirwich, and allother Cities of England | 
“(now in being ), meet the Lord in the way of his § 
judgements, and feek to turn. away his wrath, left. § 
they drink of the fame Cup of trembling ,  where=] 
of Londa® hath drunk fo' deep, left God do unto § 
themas he hath done unto it (as he threatned of old | 
to do to Ferufulem as unto Shiloh Fer. 7..14.)lett beg 
rain fire and an horrible tempef? upon themsas he hath § 
done upon that famous City ; yea, left when Lon- 8 
don Chaving humbled its. felf under the mighty Jy, 
hand of God) fhall ‘be reftored and lifted up again § 
(which we pray,and hope for their doom fhonld be § 
tofucceed it inthe fame Calamity, under which it § 
sroaneth at this day: Which thing we fhould all wifh § 
may be prevented as to each of them, byaSincere § 
and feafonable Repentance, oe | 
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thunder outward troubles: But efpecially 
calculated for the ufe of thofe, that were 
and are great Sufferers by 
the Fire. | 


ene pie hapa ier EOE rence 


Part IV. 


fometime Fellow of Trinity Col- 
ledge in Cambridge. 


RS See CR GEE 
LONDON, 


Printed for Thomas Parkhurfts Nathanael 
Ranew, and pees Robinfon, b€67. 


| 

f 

eine | 

| 7 
By Samuel Rolle Minifter of the VV ‘ord ; : 
| 

. 


. cae e pews 
thud 
=e —s = 
~~ ea “se 


POS TIED FEE —— a — = == icdientens 
A A ba Rae nang SA a2 ges BBR after ee -__ <0 ee 
peer Eat tape me at io anasten orn “ie 
POLI Tie Hie IR eS Este Nl A LTR eee 
a - ce a = 
re a 


Fee ie on eet on ney eee 


em; a < : 
ah peer entice en a ra a arm ae atime an ae nme Re Fete a oe ae A te MER oI mL cee aoe srt 
> t 2 “ ; 


f 


- 


; TO THE . 
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ti ! 
H Sir THOMAS ADAMS 
| Knight and | Baronet: 


TO 


Sir FRANCIS BICKLAY 
Knight and Baronet 


And to the reft of the wothy Citi- 


zens of the now defolate ( though 
not defpairing ) City 
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Efpecially {uch of them, as either refide at if 
| ~ Hackney, or are Governours of Saint Tho- “eh i 
a mas’s Hofpital in Sosthwark; , 
§. R. ie 
A Native of Lozdon> and true Mourner for the ae El 
| Calamity thereof,in gratitude to feveral of them, f ] 
-~ andin true tefpeét to all,dedicateth this moft alin: 
.. Confolatory part of his Meditations, wi- ie 
. fhing the reparation of all their lof HE 
. fes in Gods due time ; and their st Ue 
compleat Affurance Of an in- i 4 
H tereft in thofe better 8: 
| things that cannot Hi ; 
be loft. i 
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BGiGes unser 
| Mist Meditations ‘and-Dit 


courfes of Counfell and Comfort’ 


to fuch as were great {ufferers by al i 
the fiting of Loxdon. 4 ( . q 
DISCOURSE I. al 


Of Deliverance under lolfes'and tronbles, as well as 
ont of them. Site 


O fay there is a Deliverance under 
Loffes and Troubles, ‘as well as and- 
ther out of them,muft needs be Sood 


fenfé;becauile it is edod Divinity: The t 
: holy Ghoft in the ‘Scripture fpeaks - 
of fucha thing, to whom itis impoffible to fpeak Pag 
either untruly or improperly.’ It were bla{phe- t 
my and non-fen{c to charge him either with fal- t. 
fhood or folly, whois Truth and Wifdomits f. 
felte, amd the founrain ‘of all thar Truth and 
\Wildom which‘ is difperfed amongft all intelli- i 
lent creatures, He hitnfelf tel? jis how Chrift ae 
lwas'heardin the prayéts which he thade for Dee iG 
lverance, unto him that'was'able'to (ave fon y H 
Neath. Heb. 5.8, Yer washe not faved frone ue 
‘he Crofs, intimating thereby} that’ there fs a 7 it i 
Deliverance ( properly enstigh {6 called’) under aE 
he crofs, as we!] as from wudet ir, elfe how was Pit 


Crit heard and ee a$ to the cup which 3 i; 
| he 
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(2) i 
he beg’d might pals from him ? Lwke 22, git g 
Which neverthelefs he was made to drink; unleffyy, : 
his being {trengthened to undetgoe itsas the nex Myc! 
verte tells us,that then there appeared an Angell |/« 
from heaven f{trengthening, * him:..as alti, ik 
his-beins inabled to triumph over principal litio dim) 
upaa the Crofs (as is lard Coe aot $. Danign h taw 
be interpreted an eminent Deliverance vouch Bain 
fafed him inanduponthe Crofs. Tam miftakBis, 
en if the Apoftle Pasl in Rom: 7.25. doth noQ yu) 
give thanks.to.God thorough—Jefus -Chrilff, ; 
for delivering him.as to the body of Death, whiehBiintn 
ycthe carryed about with him, aid therefore wakhdido 
not delivered from.but under it, a$ the fore Zo wre 
words do thew, O wretched man:that lames.) 
who fhall deliver me from this body of Death hy 
And.in 1 Cor. 10.13. the Apoftle fais God ah; 
faithful who will with the temptation alfognakity) ty 
2 way toefcape (orto be delivered} that ye malty j}, 
be able to bear it 3 feeming thereby to infinuatifisin: 
that Deliverance and Temptation may ftand tof), »» 
sether, anddofo, when a man is not tempter, ; 
above what,he is. able, but, together. with hifi: 
temptations hath affiftance to bear-it.- Were ngy,.|, 
the Ifraclires delivered in. the, red: Seay Fomabns 


v«& 


in the great deepand Whales belly? Daniel in thik |. 
Lions den ? the three children. ia the fiery fab} ne 
nace. fay ‘were they not firft truly delivered, ; 
in each of thefe, as afterwards: from and out Ob! 
them >. To be keptunder.water-from drownitghh\.. 
and in the midf of fire, from being burnt, 1s Deby 
jiverance with a witnels. . Had the bufhchat dich (,, 
burn and was not- confumed. been: .prefentlypy ; 
quencht,or fnatcht oucof the freien had not beefy», 
fo eminently delivered as it was» Deliverance 


" 10 
unde! 


(.: 


| (3) | 
‘Minder great troubles though Jeaft obferved, by 
“aany, are of all others molt obferyable and Em- 
‘Whaticall: what more admirable promife than 
Waat l/a 43.2. Whes thou paffe? thorough. the-ri- 
pers, they {hall-not overflow thee, when thou walkelt 
“Borough the fire, show, {halt not be burnt, neither {hall 
abe flame kindle wpon thee. No place canbe more 
iercinent, chan that is, to prove there isfucha 
“Maing as Deliverance under trouble 3. the notion 
} worth our purfuing, becaule it is full of Com- 
Wore; ic opens as it were a new {pring of confo- 
Wition.to thofe that are under trouble which mas 
Py did overlook before, as Hagar did thofe wells 
 wacer which were neareft to her. Many. 
Seople have no mote joy and comfort than they 
Mili@lave hopes of having their lofles repaired in 
Sind,’ and cheircemporal troubles removed,and 
20d. knows whether that may ever be, when 
ti@hey themfelyes defpair of it, their hearrs faile 
Muthinthem, he that thinks. himfelf utrerly un- 
Gone,and that it will nor be worth while for bim 
Dlive, it Lowdox be nor (uddenly. rebuilr,trading 
beedily reftored,. when chee things appear un- 
ikely, willbe .at, his wits ends, bur he. chat. 
 @nows and-‘believes: that: Ged .:( who, is anely 
Bile ).can make him and his happy, theugh 
‘london fhould ftill,dyc in,afhes, and trade nor 
(ievive. in many years to.come; that God can 
York. a Deliverance for him in and under. alf 
li@ublick calamities, andin defpight of all and e- 
slery of them, he I fay wil! in patience poffeile 
iis foul... St.- Paals words; 1 Cor, 1.4, are 
(almauch to be heeded, where-he faith, -Bleffed be 
hetod who consforteth ws in all our Tribwlarions, be 
am@oth not fay. who, delivereth usout of all. but 
| Baik who 
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who comforteth usin all our Tribulations, andl 


qhat isthat but a Deliverance under trouble Bi.( 
‘when God doth comfort us init? If there bi... 
{uch athiog as Deliverance under crouble, mag... 


ny may and will rejoyce inthe hopes of that 


who are pa(t all hope ( though’ Ijthink thaff’,,. 
Piould not be neither) of ever feeing anend Of... 
their prefent troubles. They look upon Delivell,,, 
ratice out of the prefent calamities to be at {i 
eréat a diftance, thatthey chink the fteed wilh... 
fratve whilft the grafs grows, and their var}, 


kafles will fall in the wildernefs, ere the timg, 


€ome. for encring into Canaan. Bur now bi 


¥irtue of the notion lam fpeaking of, thougif 
I thould grant men of mifgiving minds, ther}, 


hte as great unlikelyhoods as they can fuppole}. 


that they fhould'ever re-enjoy, fuch houfef., 
trades, eftates; conveniencies, as formerly, of. | 


any thing comparable thereunto, yet may the. 
live in a dayly expe&ation of a comfortabli 
Deliverance, with and under thofe calamitied’ 


which are like to continue upon them ; thap 
Gad together with'their temptations, will maky 


4 wav tor their efcape , men fo perfwaded wil) 


be able to fay with Habakkwk, though the fig-tre 


Hlofome not, and the labour of the Olive fait.” 


vet will (or may they ) rejoyce in the Lotd, ant 
joy inthe God oftheir Salvation. When Pap 
prayed that the Meflenger of Sathen, which, 
buffetted him might depart, God ‘gave him nj 
affarance of thar, at leaft-wile for the prefen) 

but yet cold him that which fatisfied bim, thougi, 
that evil meflenger were likely ‘to continuig, 
namely, that his Grace fhould be fufficient fc b 

him, The Ifraclices krewchat their captivieg 
ae ; Faata j 1a 


* (5) 
y,p4Babylon would certainly laft feventy years, 
pe heréfore it was not thehopes of a fpeedy De- 


.amiverance from thence, that did bear up the 


Biearts of believers amongft them, but the hopes 
Bhey had, that God would be good to them, in 
find under their captivicy, and thow them mer 


jew ina ftrange land. If the J/raelites knew, as it 


ps like they did, that they muft wander no leffe 
‘Bhan forty years in the wildernefs, ere they 
tame to Cazadn , it wasthe Mercy'and Delive» 


‘Bance which they did expect ia the wildernefs, 


“mot out of it,during all chattime,that did fuppors 


hem; as hoping that in chat howling defert, 
od. would be no wildernefs or Land of Dark- 
efstothem. If God {pread a table for his peo= 
ple in the wildernefs, if he give them watet 
but of the Rock, andManna ae heaven, are 


hor thofe things to be reckoned Deliverances 


Enamely from the evils that ia fuch a place, 
“poey might expect ) though Quailes fhould 
be with-hcld? Though the famine were 
) “Rot removed, yetfeeing Edjah was fed the mean 
ime, though bur by Ravens, ic mult be ac- 


lPnowledged, that he was delivered in and 


“Poder famine. If to the righteous there arife 
Behe in darknels, asis promile dchete fhall, is 
tot that Deliverance 2 Though Paal and Silas 
Were in prifon, and their feet in the ftocks, yet 
WE they were fo chearful there, as to-fing praifes 
#)God at midnight, és 16.25. was notthat 
| a Deliverance p Surely Pasland others cf 
vhom he fpeakes, were gteatly delivered, even 
nder chaftifement, forrow, poverty,anda kind 
f Death, yea Deaths often, or elfe he could 
Byerfay ashe doch, 2Cor, €. 9,10. ds dyird 
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and behold we live as forrowfall, yet alwaies rejoycing| the 
as poor, yet making neany rich, as having nothing, | iv 
j By one 
et poffeffing all things ; as if he had butthe tha.) 
dowes ot evill, but the reallityand fubftance olf” 
sood things. He is delivered from death, asp’. 
to whom the fling of death istaken away , atid). |, 
he from the ncifome peftilence who is fecured}y 
that the evill. of ic, fhall not come nigh hima’) 
(which is all that feems incended by thar prod... 
mife Pfal 9 1.3. verfeycompared with thetenth)}. 
David {omewhere prayes that God would briagf. 
his Soul out of troubles and his Soul. out of pris}: 
fon. The Soul of amanisthe man, ifthat bg), 
brought out oftrouble, in whole, or in part 
though his body, his name, eftate, relations are 
yet introuble, the man himfelfis delivered. A 
man-may be fick and well at the {ame time (ag 
Paul was poor, and yet rich at the fame time f° 
according to chat of che. Prophet; the inhabit 
tants fhall not fay they arefick, for their fing). 
fhall be forgiven cheny; aman canbe bur wel 
in Profperity, and ic may be as well with ug 
yea and better with us in adverfiry, all ching$ 
confidered (as David{aith, it was good for. hi 
that he was afflicted) and in’that cafe is not é 
man truly delivered even under affliction? 
may be God will be more with usin the watee 
aiadin the fire, than ever he was out of it. Al 
ptofpective-glafles do reprefent the objet neat}, 
athand, though it be fome miles diftant, {6 
fnay this notion reprefent Deliverance archeé}, 
very dvor , or.asthat which may comethe next 
morning, when forrow came bur theevening 
before (viz, Deliverance in and undet trouble k 
which may be fuffieient forus), chough Delives 
3 | rance 
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7 | | 
rance out of.trouble, may feem as far from us 

Mis the Ea isfrom the wef, thus may we hope 

Bn one kind whilft we defpair in. another, and 
with Abraham in hope, beleive even againft 
hope, Ifoutward calamity and mifery mighe 

Bhot confift with more real happinef{s and com- 

ort, than plenty and profperity had wont to 
winfford, how could that promife of Chrilt, bé 
iegulfilled, that they who forfakeall forhim, fhal 
gaave a bundred-fold in this life, and yet with 

\ @pex(ecytion, or in def{pight thereof 2 Lordifmy 

#neatt deceive me nor, I had rather partake of 
,maofe Deliverances which many of thy fervants 
gave had with and under great andfore trouble, 
“Behan of thofe Deliverances out of trouble itico 

Beceateft. earthly profperity, which thou. haft 
| ometimes youchfafed ro wicked men. Thou 

ho gaveft to Pax!and Sias, imprifoned and 
ain che ftocks, fongs in the night, bur didft make 
 mbeltefhazzer tremble,and his knees {mite together 
in the midft of his ful cups and jovial company, 

" athouw eanft imbicter che beft of eatthly conditi- 

» fons, and{weeten the worft. Lord give mera- 
Mather a biccer cup of thy {weetning, than a {weet 
MBcup of thy imbictering. As for all the troubles 

§which ac this day are upon my {elf , or any of 

' ithy people ; if thou wilt never deliver us out 

lof them, thy will be done; but oh faile not 
in {uch manner as hath been {poken ( and how 

Helle thou pleafeft) to fave and deliver us under 

them, thac experience henceforth, may render 
ic no paradox to me and others, that here ts 
real Deliverance under trouble, as well as out 
lofit, thac the fnare of evil may nor be vifibly 
broken,and yet thy people may bedeliyered. 
Ba pi 
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DISCOURSE II, ies 
moet W 


Of this, that the life of man confi fts notin the abuna 4 0! 
dance of what he poffeffeh. | 


Hi 


' | a 

S Ubely itis froma vain conceit, that the Lifes A hour, 
 ofman confifts in his abundance, that thofel#) wu 

who have not an abundance of eatthly comforts, Jin yo! 
dofo much covet after it ; and chofe that havesiito th 
dofo. much bleffe rhemfelves in it, as fome are fir (0: 
brought in faying, Zach. 11. 5. Bleffed be the Wasi 
Lord, for I am rich;& thofe who have loft of their Hi to poi 
abendance do mourn fo inordi nately,forthe want | iho 
of it.Bat whatfocyer men chink,Chriftaflures us F polte 
itis net fo, Luke 12.15.For there faith he, the dife end \ 
of & man conjifteth not in the abundance of the things) sve 
which he pofefeth, 1 think ac prelent of fix or A ilar ( 
or feven inftances wherein that faying of Chrift}} rh 
is verified. Firft, The length or prolongation | ife) 
of mans life, doth not confift in the abundance the th 
of what he poffefleth. The oyle of riches cane} conf 
not feed the lampe of life, Pfal.49. from the |} whi 
6¢ to the tx. verfe, They that boaft tkemfelves \\ 1 
of their viches, none.of them cay redeens his brother, .\\ ty: 
or givetoGod aran{ome for him, tbat he fhould fill \\ \yn\y 
hive for ever, and not [ee corruption, for ke feeth that With 
wife men dye, and leave their wealth to others. Look 7} (bec: 
abroad and, you will {ee more poor men chae |} jhe 
have livedto a teat age than rich, (yeain pro-. | dy 
portion co the number,there is of one and of the “1; 
others) S me difeafes which poor people gene- | 
rally cfcapeout of, and make but light of them, — } ji, 
how often do they prove fatal. and: deadly to 
eliem that are rich? asif colruption were ambi 


‘ tious 


(~ 


| | 9 | 
itjoustoclaime kindred of them, more than of 
others , and the hungry wormes to feed upon 
their well fed flefh, rather than thac of others: 
to allude to Fob 17.14. Ihave faid to corraption, 
thow art my father, to the worme, thon art my mother, 
| band my fifler:poor men lengthen their lives by la- 
i bour, Sctich mén too too often fhortentheirs by 
‘tho Luxury. Neither deth the end of mans life confift 
loin’ poffe fling an abundance;man was not fent in- 
M™to the world, toload himfelt wichthick-clay, 
for. to ‘adde houfe to honfe, and land to land, 
@ asif he meant to dwell alone upon the earth, 
ito poflefle himfelfe of fo many hundreds, or 
ithoufands by: the year, and fo leave it to his 
(OWE pofterity. That thefe are trifles tothe great 
) jend which man was fent intothe world for, 
appeareth by 4417.27. where Pal tels us, 

‘ol thac God hath: {ec man upon the face of the 


il earth, to feek after God (there is theend of 
s\ioll life) if happily he might find him our. Norin 
ithe third place; doth the Credit of a mans life 
mm confit in the meere abundance of the things 
} which he poffeffeth ; they thar have nothing 
‘ii to commend them but their riches, though 
whe they are flattered by many, aretruly honoured 
fil but by afew, moft men wil bow downcto thofe 
| idols of Silver and.of God, as I may cal ther 
| Cbecaufe it is the fafhion fo ta doe) but when 
® theic backs are turned upon them, they are reas 
® dy to fay of them, as the Apoftle concerning 
idols in the general, 1 Cor 8. 4. we, know thac 
® an Idol is nothing in the world, we know 
» fuch a one for all his brave ourfides, andthe 
} caps.and knees that are given himto be a worth- 
i Icfle perfon; and to fignifie juft nothing. 
| ¢ 
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ing. Fourthly, Neither doth che. ufefulneffe 


he voffeffeth. 


have great eftates. 
the world, and great Ciphers, great ones that 


{pend all they can rap and rend together, up=| | 


on their luftsy and no bedy is the better tor its 


and others of meane condition, that are con= | 


tent cofpend, and to befpent for publick good, 
Some great trees do bur fhade and ptevent the 
growth of other plants, and meanetime beare 


ho fruic themfelves. Fifthly, Neither doth’ 


the fucceflefulneffe of mans life, andof the un- 
dettakings, thereof depend wholly upon che 
abundance of what he, pofleffeth.. How many 
elder brothers that have had. sreae eftares lett 


them by their Parents,. great portions with their. 


Wives, have in.a few yeass,. by Drunken- 
nefle, Gaming , Whoreiag,one or all of thefe, 
reduced themfelves and cheir familiestoa more 
fell of Bread, felling. their birth-right as: it 


were, for a Mefle of Portage 2? -Andon the 


other hand, how many. younger brothers that 
have .beenbourd to honeft trades,: and had. no 
more trom their parents, than a com petent {tock 
tofetup with, hayeswith the bleffing of God, 
upon their induftry’, arrived at. great eftates? 


How many. have fet. up with (mal ftacks, ( ic 


may be with nothing ete bur a ftock of Credit 4 
| an 


There are litele figures in’ } 


He is like a rich.tomb without, which is {o| whit 


ill furnithed within,, that it is nor worth open- peo 
| Neit pom 
of mans life, confift in the abundance of .whar | 


Solomon tels of a poor man that, 9 jga0 


by his wifdome delivered a City, Ecclef. 9. 15s 
That a rich man void of wifdom,could not have bynda 
done with all his wealth; fome do mote good in | 


the world with a little, than others doe that 
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| C11) | 

Hand in afew yeats, becomevery rich? andor 
SD the other hand, how many have had great ftocks 
“Sto begin with, and Hive foon brought them to 
“BE nothing?  Sixthly> Neirher doth the life of men 
® in,and asco their children (in whom parents ate 
(aid to live ) confift in, or depend upon the a- 

‘iN bundance of what they poflefle, or of what they 
“li have to give them ; how many fathers have gi- 
ll ven great portions with theirchildren, think- 
‘i ing to match them highly, and in a few yeats 
| Cyea months fometimes )} have fee both their 
“OE amoney and their children caft away? Others 
i® againe have had little wherewith to prefer their 

| ‘children in matriage, and yet have {een them as 
well dilpofed of,asif theycould have given them. 
thoufands. . Neither ate good and comfortable 
yokefellows, the onely things that men are not 

- fare always to putchale, for their children by gt 

| ing greac eftates with them, bur many. other 
things there are that parents with to fee in their 

uli children, as namely, Health, Strength, Free- 
ti dome from Deformity, Wifdome, Grace, which 
things if they be wanting , cannot be bought 

» for them with all the Gold that is in both the 

| Indies, neither can parents comfortably live.or 
‘BE  injoy themfelves in their children, it all or moft 
of thofe things be wanting. Laftly;. che hap- 
pineffe and comfntt of manstife( which [take 

tobe that which Chrift. here chiefly intends by 

the life of mari). doth cetrainly not. confittin 

che abundance of whathe poffeffeths it isone 
thing’ to poffefle, and another thing 10 InjOYs 
he mav.injoy morethat pofleffeth lefie. Heat 
David, Pale 37.260 A Wile that a righteaws. max 


hath is beter than the riches of many wicked, Some 
m cf 
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(ta) - ef 
men have more comfort ina dith of green hetbs, # 
than others can find in  ftalled Oxe, Z ophar 
{peaking of awicked' man, Fob 20. 32. faith, | 
that ix the fulneffe of his [ufficiency, he fall be in 
ffraits, and why may nor good men in the §,.;, 
midft of their ftraits, have a kind of fufficiencys 9 | 
the Scripture telling us, thar-a geod man is §, 
fatisfied from himfelf. I doubt not but fome; } 

and chofe the very fame perfons , have had 
mote contentment in, or injoyment of God,and | 
of themfelves ina lower and poorer, than ever 
they had i a higher and more plentiful condi- 
tion, which hath reconciled them tothe literal 
interpretation of thefe words, Fames x. 1o, Let 
the rich ( which may be underftood ofhim thar 
was rich ) rejoyee ix that he is made low, Mott men 
count it eafier, when they are once down, to fir 
low, than to fic high, “ The body may be too sie 
full of blood to confift with health, aswellas }™ 
too empty, though char blood be all good. 
There isa Plethora or Redundancy of good blood, 
as well as a (acochymia or Superfinity of bad 
humours, which makes men leffe chearful, 
than they would otherwife be;fo thar breathing 
aveine may give fome reliefe againft Melan- 
chally. Wife Marriners having caf away || 
fome of their lading ina tempeft, do with more —)|™4 
hearts-eafe and fecurity inioy thereft; {0 fareth 
it wich fome men, after confiderable loffes » they 
ate better fatisfied with a parc, than they were 
before with the whole. I fee then expe- 
tience doth abundantly confirme what GChrift 
hathfpoken , touching thelife of man not con- 
fifting in the abundance of thar he poffeffeth. I 
mult then cake leave co think, thofe menate 
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fick-brairied that think, no mancan be happ 
1. Munlefle he have fo many hundreds,yea chown 
by the year.Let a man make me believe if hecan, 
that ho man'can make a pleafanc meale under 
twenty or thirty difhes, when know aman may 
feed as delightfully upon two orthree, yea it, 
»imay be upon ones  Perfwade us who can 
ie Chat no man can travel a few miles to his ful con- 
Brent’ wicthout:a Coach and fix Horles: or that 
ma man-—cannot’ fleepe {weetly any where 
ve but upon a bed of down; hung with velvet cur- 
vie taines, when-we allknow the contrary. I like 
nif out proverb well, Enough is as good asa feaft; 
iCyea ordinarily it is better) 1 doube not but 
‘Difcontent’ is’ as often cladin Silksand Sattins 
-as in leather doublets and canvais breeches, ma- 
7m ny timeseafier-feet goein plainer fhooes; ‘give 
ime rather high fhooes {uch as Plow-men wear, 
® withfound toes in them, than high great gouty 
itoes, in velvet: flippers; let-me rather tread in 
B the dirt, where can ftand:faft, than walk up- 
1m oa {moorh ices where I fhall alwaies be in fear 
4 @ of falling ¢ if then abundance of earthly things 
‘® caaneither prolong my daies, :nor, give me, the. 
°® trucend of life,.nor helpmero that good name 
| which isindeed.a precious ointmeinc, nor allure 
ime of fuccefle, nor make me ito, be more ufe- 
iful; nor make my. children «more happie than 
| withthe blefling of God they -may be without 
it, not finally afford me more comtort and con- 
-tentment in my life, chan others have; who have 
ie abundance,’ if Godhath diminifhed my abun- 
|dance, [have noreafonto- mourne as one with- 
| out hope, or as AMicabdid, when his idol Gods 
iwere taken. from him, as if he had been 
ae | quite 
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14 
quite undone.’ ‘If God fo pleafe, Imay in’ this’ 


impaired condition, be as happie, yea more than "| 


ever f was. Inthy favour O:Lord isilife, yea thy: 


favouris better than life:its felfe, Pfal;30s50P/.676 0" 


3.Lift thou up upon me the light of thy conntenance, 


_ gad it fall make my. heayt more glad, thay they Mii) 
whofe Corne'and Oyle\tmcreafe. Letme be fo tar @s"' 
from thinking T flvall never fee good date mores, 


; becaufe T have loft’a part, yea ic may. be the} ey 


-gteatelt ‘pare of what Io fometimeshad; asnes §0 


vertheleffe to hope, that my laft daies. though | a 


much the poore{t, may be my verte beft.§ 


DISCOURSE TIik 


Of the Leffous of an afflitted effate well learnt, ther | id 


wmtking may for profperity to infue, 


Mone TS 
mis Mt 


™ He belt waie'to-gaine,. or: repaine> profpe- 

titie, is to learne apace in the fchoole of 

Adverfitie. Atflidionis a reaching thing, for 
we tread of ‘Chrift himfelfechat he did learneo- 
bediente by:the things he fuffered; Heb. 5. 8: 


Biavy 
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Asthe Law: is {aid to'bea School-mafter to bring fin( 


usto Chrift,foismifery a School-mafter to bring | 


usto.happinefs, in cafe we) give out felves tobe fom 
taught by ic: ° Ais parents will keep their :chil= fiw 
dren at’ fchoole'no longer when once they are Jing 
fie forthe LUiniverfirie, but fend ‘them thither; fie,: 


fowilbGod tranflate his people to the Academp | 
of 'a nade! pleafin@ ‘condition, ‘when they-are 
dulie ripened aiid prepared fori by the fchoole 
of adverficie; witneffe: thele words of the Pfal- 
mitt, Pfal, 94. 12.13. Bleffed is. the man mee | 
| : phow: 
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, wasgaliaga (15) ) 
list ehow chaftene/t O Lord, and teacheft hsw out of thy 
‘wi Law, that thoumayeft give him rest fromthe dayes 


x thiepreluppofech plowing, nor would che husband- 
Sie mat doe the former vz..plow , buc'that he 
intends: the latter, wiz. to caft in his feed, and 
would thereby prepare for it. Now there are 
Heveral Leffons which God doth or: would teach 
amen by his: {peaking rod in affliftion, if men 
doe. or would hear the voice’ of that rod, "and 
him that hath appointed ir. Firlt, God‘ by 
dpathiGion would teach men to prate.}s any man 
afflicted ict him praic, Fals. “Affli&ion-quick- 
lens menunro‘praicr. As Abfolom fetcht Joab to 
{uf him by fecting ‘his corne on fire: in their affligi- 
jeopon they will feek mevearlie, faich God; "yea and 
; fgit alfo quickens men it praicr, ‘Chrift in his A- 
neo Baie prayed yet more fetventhe.. Chrit offer. 
s{ged-up prayers*with ftrong ‘crying and tears to 
bigehim that was: able to fave him from death? in 
yiggtimating that’ che approach: of death ‘did help 
ghgto quicken him,’ Hebe 5.7; Icisa Proverbs: he 
chile hat cannot pray, fexd him to Sea , affiidionisa 
 aedangerous: Sea, and God fends many. mén thi- 
agetbers that they may bearnehowto ‘pray. “Alter 
jg Paul was {track down tothe catch; ‘and'terrify- 
aemed with a voice from licaven we quicklie heat of 
of him: Behold-he prayeth }4Gs 16. 41. fohehad 
le Wont to doe in former times, *for that he was 
ua ea deharifee, butnow he fo-prayed and.to fo good 
| purpofe 
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(16) | 
parpofeas he never did betore.« Andis nor pray? 
or (uch as it may be ) a good:meansto get: org! 
of affliQion > isicnot faid, call upon me in thet" 
day of affliGion,and I will deliver thee? P/al. scpiome 
¥5.and in Pfa4l.107.17.19. We read, Feels becan| pylon, 
of thew Tran{greffions are affutted, then they cry a qeatil 
the Lord ix their trouble, he faveth thenz out of thea api 
Di Streffes, alfo verfe 13. If our affliGion do nosh | 
caufe us to reftraineprayer from the Almighty}ilo 
(like bim that faid,this evill is of the Lord, wingh)i0 © 
fhould, I wait on him any longer? ) our prayerghil) / 

will prevaile with God, to reftraine affliGion iq) tn" 
hisduetime and manner. Secondly, Anotheg)y it 
Leffon which afflition teacheth us (or rather pill 
God by it): is to walk humbly, and to be: hum, « 
bie, Iam {ure is the ready way to be exalted, sun: 
In Dew:.8.2.We read how God lead the Iraelites tia 
40. years in the wildernefs to humblethem, im= ju | 
"plying that a wildernefs condition,tends to hum= 
ble men. Earchly good things are the fuel of pridesill 
and therefore pride of life is{poken of asif it were jimi 
a third part of all che. things that are in the Vk 1 
world,s Fohz2. 16. All that is inthe world is, che 
luft. of the flefhy the Last of the eyes. and the pride. 
of fife that is fuel co thefesnow when the fuel is.a~ puter, 
bated, it may be expected that the fire will flake. } leu 
And will not humility make way for our Deli- hu | 
verance? Surely it will, witnefle that promife, ) that 
Lcv. 26441, 42. If then their uncircumcifed hearts eh lo 
behambled , then will I. remember my covenant ii 
with Facob,and I will remember the land, \{ God 
humble.us; he wildoeus goad in our latterend; 
Deut.8.2, Sec the promile Fames4.1o. bumble “jw 
your felves in the fight of the Lordy andbe [pall life gm 
yo# 4p» Doth not God by his Prophet tell us, 
[fava 
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nt(a.57.15 That he dwelleth with the humble,o-.con- 
\o—rite,to revive them? Thus youlee affliction doth 
isit were, prepare Antidotes to expell its felf ; 
ies {ome of our beft Antidotes, for expulfion of 
boyfon, are taken from the bodies.of poylonous 
Jomreatures ; as Serpents, Vipers. And affliction 
imanctified, works humility, and, humility. excr- 
doimifed,. works out affliction, “Thirdly, Athird 
®-ecflon,. which God by afflittion,téacheth man, 
Hs io be patient, and to fubmic to his divine 
gvill... And this alfo will be found an excellent 
Bmeans toremove affli@ion, and recover profpe- 
nity in due time. We read Rem. 5.3, How that 
Blribulation worketh patience, and patience experi- 
Wace, and experience that hope which waketh not a- 
bamed. ‘Now that which produceth an unflat- 
tering hope, doth furely contribute to delive- 
ance, both as it is a.kind of caufe, in which 
ape forefeeth fuch an ifluc as deliverance is, 
mas allo, for that hope is as ic were deliverance 
anticipated, for we are faved by hope, faith 
nimthe text, Rom, 8. 24.But mote plainly, fames 
iMee tLe Ye have heard of the patieace of Feb, faith 
Whe, and have feen the end of the Lord. Job was 
spatient, and God afterwards gave him double 
in lieu of what be bad taken from him, it:ts 
Meood that a man fhould quietly waic forthe 
“Salvation of the Lord, Fam. 3,26.and verfe25. 
The Lord is good to then that wait fer bin. God 
Mfometimes hath’all his end in affli@ting, when 
Whe hath but made us humbly to {toop and fub- 
mit, Levit.26.41,. If then they {hall accept the puni{h- 
ment of their iniquity, that is,if they did patient!y 
bear. the indignation of the Lord, as having 
finned againft bim,and (bmi to the rod, then 
‘God fromilfeth that he would remember their 
ie C laid, 
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land, éz¢, it is Gods manner to withdraw af gy) 
fictions, when he hath orice accomplifhed'th tly, 
end for which hefentthem. Ejfa, 10.12. Gowawil! 
faith, that when he had performed his whellfio Ge 
work upon Mount Zin and Fersfalem, thei fr 
would he punifh the fruit of the ftout heart ofan J 
the King of Aifyria, who was their oppreflonpiimn 
If thenthe defign of God in affliting s be’ omlifis, 
to make us fubmit to his will (as fomecimepwiti 
ic is) when we have learnt to dothat (like eA pie 
brabans that was become willing to facrifice hipiien Go 
Tfaac,which was all God intended to put him tof ti 
then is deliverance in one kind or other nor faifewtor 
off..God doth not intend to make fome metppih! 
always poor, and defpicable, though they ‘anim ace 
fo for the prefent, buc yet the copy. of fifth ( 
countenance towards them, is as if he meanprtie, 
they fhould always be in adverticy, whereain 


: ‘allhe ftands upon, is to make them contcstedhtilt 


{o to be, if fuch be his will concerning theme ji 
4nd when they have quietly laid themfelvepi(im 
down at Gods feet, bound their Ifaae to thifity 
altar with a true intent to facrifice him to chigt tie, 
good pleafure of God, and ftretch forch theif, 
hand to doir,then comes as it were a voice fromhn)), 
heaven Caying,let it alone,it is enough that thotpre thy 
haft done alfcady;Behold I will accepta Rane fo} jo), 
a burnt offering, inftead of thy fon, as Gould. 
dealt with Abrabam, Gen. 22.43. God dotlin.’ 
many thingsbut to try us and make us belicvigisi,. 
he will take all from us (when he meansonelif,..,. 
to wean us frona all) that hé may fay of ts,a4),,, 
of Abraham, Gen. 22.12. Now f know thon fear bho 
eft God, fer thow hajt not withheld thy Son; th hi, | 
onely Son from me, To be content alwayspy.. 
to be iin troubles if God. will haye-it fo, is thy 
| ; wa 


) ouciteee? | 
lifay to come out, is one good way to efcape: 
th purthly, Affifion teacherly us Vy live dee 
“i awtul fenteof God. {tis'a Sehoole Of fear 
7 | to God, Pfal. 119. 120, My fie(o trembleth 
ie fear of thee, ana I am afraid of thy jadgements, 
“ig@aith David toGod.} «If God appear as a 
rl infming fire, one maine ufe we are tomake 
‘Omit ts, to ferve him with Godly fear; Hes, 42, 
MuFOW it is evident, that.a due fear of God doth 
CvMake way for Deliverance out of trouble: 
i¢#/ hen God faw that Abrabsm was {o tearful to 
‘niitend him, *that he durft not withhold his fon J- 
uit ie whom God had commanded him to facti- 
cme wich bis own hands,he gave himJ/aae again, 
ty Mid accepted a Raw in his ftead,; Ges: 42. ¥2, 
ai hen God had brought Afanaffeh to know 
mtagat ‘the Lord was God, that is,tofear aud te 
ics ence God ‘as became him, and to’ humble 
iit felf before him, then faith the text; the Lord 
thihard his fupplication and brought him agai¢ te 
tlliirn(alens, into his Kingdome , 2 Chron, 33613, 
wtithly , Affliction is a Schoole of obedichee 
oud ciccum{pesd walking, Eph. 5:15;16. See 
hiktien that yee walk circnm|pectly, becatsfe thé ddyes 
hoe evil, §Thofe that walke in the dark také 
there than ordinary care left they fumble, and 
mil, now dayes of evill or affliction, are call- 
si) dayes of darkneffe, Profperity hath bard= 
{ dif more Temptations on onehand; than gteat 
bele@diftion hath on the other hand: hence Agur 
sind iprecates poveity, Prev. 30, 9: Left I be poor 
(Sihd Steale , and take the name of the Lordi vaine, 


iftne Apoftle was afraid left thé inceftuous Co- 


j Wthian, if nor timely comforted, might be 
wiallowed up of two much forrow, 2, Cor, 2.7. 
i C 2. and 
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and left Serhan fhould get an advantage agairfy bi 
him; verfert. affliction is a tempelt, and ther daye 
fore. we mult do like Pilots, who fteer wigh her 
sreatelt ciccum{peation in a {form , the ha: a 
froftof adverfity, though itbeapt.to: kill cell 
tain weeds, as pride, fecurity, atd.fuch liki@en 
yetif care be nottaken, it may alfo nip. maifiainy, 
hopeful) bloflomes (as unfeafonable frofts ufo; 
todo.) If {uch eminent worthyes as Elijah, Fall» i 
j onal, Jeremy, Were berween whiles worfe fi mer 
thofe affli@ions, which fhould have maigh 9. 
thembetcer, (as we know they.were) we. Dis i. 
need look to our felves, and waik circum{pegh i, 


ly atfuchatime. Now that our fodoing wii.) 
make way for our deliverance, Dacd tels Uf, » 
Pfal. §0.23. Tobim that ordereth bis converfatth, 
aright, will I (hew the Salvation of God. And thoy, 
Prophet, Z/4. 59.20, The Redeemer {hall cogh, st 
to Zion, and unto them that turne from tran{crefab,... 
in Jaceb, Sixcthly, Another Leflon which af 
Aigtion ceacheth men,is to redeem time, Fph. by. 
16. Redeeming the time becanfe the dayes are evil i 
Young Scholars are not more ordinarily whif,.’ 
for any.thing , than for lofing their time, ath... 
in ofder co making them fpend their time bef, 
rer, We have never. leffe time to lofe than whi... 
the tod of che Almighty is upon our backs. - Aji. 
fli@tion makes work wherefoever it comes (fp. 
Sicknefle ina Family ufeth to do) and CII. 
is then moft precious, when we have mie}... 
work-upon our hands, when we have moft : 
do; yeait alfo indilpofeth for work, and whi}. 
the iron is blunt, we had need puttothemoy, 
fireng-’.- Travellers make the belt. of the, i 
tmz in-che depth of winter, and will bag 

fa. 
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he aw bie rtill ‘nighe , beeanfe the fhorttieffe’ of 
mb dayes, and badnefle both of the wayes and 
“Weather are great hindrances. “When we look 
ji, por the - greatctt impédiments, we had aced 
ike the’moft® time betore uss‘ neither’ is the 
Aedeemins of time moré-a’ duty’ in Af- 
,piction, than ‘a dire& tmicahs to ges out’ of it. 
44 fake one inftance for allin Panland Silas; wiio 
 Mieing in prifon, were redeeming their mid- 
Fight time*from | reft-and flecpe, for’ finging 

d praifineof God, ‘4éis 16. And the nexc 
Tews we have of them is,they’ were both mira- 
lMfilonfly fer at liberty::‘Laftly , Alflidion’ isa 
choole’ of Faith and Affiance in God. ' David, 
lith Pfal. 63,3.’ At whatiitime he'was afraid 
would pue his truft- in God,- and when he 
vas overwhelmed, he would’fly to the Fock that 

i iras higher’ than’ he, meaning to God:;' and 
(#lpon chewing of faich. Arid. tc is faid that fhe 
NMhois'a widdow indeed trufteth in God, and 
sbiibhy (he thavisa widdowsracher than fhe who is 
Bwife, buc becaufe the condition of ‘a widdow, 
|W ordinarily tore’ al\fli&ed ‘and difconfolate + 
Ploreover Afflisions’ are called'the tryal of our 
imeWPAai th: Albwhich paffages prove’ that affli@ion 
10 a Schoole’of Baich: as welkas of patience. Now 
Syithall iris famoufly known; that the exercife 
(Mf Faith, and dependance upon God, is a notable 
xpediént forthe removal of Affliction. What 
niracles'of Deliverance are atttibuted to Faith, 
Heb, 19.930 By Baith theyftopped the ‘mouths 

MF lions,’ quenched the'violence'of firey efcaped 
enlthe edge of the {word rarned-co flight the armies 
ifthe aliens: arid paffed therved Sea,-as-upor 
iryland’; whichthe Egyetians eflaying ro doc 
1% Gi2 were 
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(22) | 
were drown'd, ver.29. And’ if you will haye #! 
from the mouths of two witnefles, let tharae® 
the Pfalmife be added Pfal.22,.4. Our farhem 
trulted in thee, avd thon didft deliver them, shat WO 
trufted iu thee and, were mot confoundéd. Thus hay oe” 


1 mentioned fevendoors belonging to,the vallept 


of dcor ( which fignifies trouble J or fo many 
waycs. of elcape out of AffliGion, which aie 
alfo. dutyes in and ,under ic, I fee then ‘in hpet ! 
cafe there are two gaps may be ftopt with onpi!/) 
hedge (a man may ana fidelié duos dealbare papi 
rietes ) there are two-intentions may beanfwet it jy 
€d with one and the {ame medicine; two quepn a! 
{tions may be equally fatishied with one and thyle” 
fame an{wer ; namely thele twos how ouglit in! 
to catry my felfe under Affli@ion> ‘and whail! 
courte fhould | take:to. get our of Affidiant 4 
He that ftudiech the. Jatter onely, fhall be abbteu/is 
to do neither, he that minds the former well fe 
fhall doe both under one: He that confides 
onely how to get.ourof Affli@ion 5: troublepia | 
himf{elfe with Gods work, and neglects hisowanut © 
and neither can he himfelfe do what he ‘aimemic ( 
aty nor juftly expect that God fhould. doe ic foflllet 
him, But he that makes it his onély bufineffif te | 
to carty,bimfelfe under Affliction, as he oughe Wiel: 
doth: what he ¢can,.andiaverefleth God tedden 
chat.which -him(felfrcannot doey let. usdoc-ouphit 
patt, and God*will/not faile to.doe his, ances 
{o borb, will be dones» >. . a. Raely 

Weneed nor trouble our felves, abourgertingtit w 
into anoeher form, Jet’ us but-out-learn orherili bp 
thacareinthefame'form (ez.0f AfAiGion) withing 
us» orat leaft-wile keép pace wich thé beft olflii:); 
themy and our mafter whiclivis ia! heaven, :willin'y 


take) 
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Bkecate: ofour tranflation into another forme, 
nates more to: be defited;when we fhal) be:fir 
is PfindGod very angcy with thole Jews 
(Bhat would .chink .of nothing buc¢omming out 
Wef-captiviry,:fo foon almoftas they were gone 
Bato: it,’and would. hearken to any lying Pro- 
Mhets that would foorh themup with fuch plea- 
ing »ftories ; whexeas their. duty was to. bring 
nhen {pirits to be content with'a captivity of 
ih@eventy yearslong, to leatne the law of fuch 
ni condition.as; that, and:to comply with it, 
Bee Jer.27.8. And it {hall come to pals thatthe Nan 
Box and Kingdom, which will not pxt their week. ms 
ier the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar that Natiog will 
dim panc{lo with the. S ward,aud Famine, and: Peftrlence; 
{WRlE ID have confuns d them by biskand. And verle 
Gigi. Hearken wot. to them (namely who faid, that 
pe veel of the Lords boufe (hold fhartly be brought 
twagain from Babylon. verle.16. for they prophefie a 
dupe to yon ) (erwethe King of Babylog ana live; asi 
iehad faidy Buckle your felyes to the duty of 
vomour ‘captive eftate; patieatly beare the yoke 
idihich’God hath put about yournecks, and it 
Mpall'be becter:for you both atthe prefent, aud 
br the fucure..cvApprentices. that. caft oft the 
imoke ‘before they have’ ferved:out their ume, 
Moe:many of them never come tobe free-men, 
iubilftsthey live. Hazaniah his diverting the 
ewes, from the duti¢s. incumbent upon them: 


isdefigned for a long captivity, by telling them: 
Maar within two years, God would bring again: 


he Captives of Judah, Fer..2804. fay hisdo 


ifoing cot him his’ life, verfe 16: Thus faich thes 


Lora this year thou (haltdye,O'en A cannot but’ obs 


‘wilerve how God:commanded the Jewsxo provide: 
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(24) | . 
for-a/lafting captivity, Jer. 28.4. Thus faith the |i" 
Lord, to thofe whom I have caufed to be carryed:a~ |e" 
way from Jerufalem vo Babylon,bwild yee houfes and \ wit, 
dwell inthem,and plant Gardens and eat the fruit.of | ith 
them: Take ye wives and beget fonsand daughters.) j: wl 
Aud feekthe peace ofthe (sty whether I have caufed) yhch| 
you tobe carryed captives , and ‘pray to the Lord) yillo: 
for it, ce Asit he hadfaid,expe& not to.cbme euby dul 
from thence {uddenly, bute make the beft of chat) we! 
condition I havevallotted for:you, and: carry} yilz 
your felves under ir as becomes.you, be farisfiedl| 
and content: with ‘ity and quiecly ygaic cill mys} 
time fhall come,even ‘the fer time for your Dew 
liverance. 1 can do no lefle than turn theadviceyy 
Ihave given. to my felfe and others,into fuck) 
petitions ‘as follow; Lord thouhaft greatly Af 
t fiGted us, teach us thereby fo:to call upon theey) ! 
in this day of our trouble, cha¢ thou mayft im | 
due time deliver ns.» Humble us. undere thy} 
| mighty: handy \that. thou mayefts lift - us cups) ee 
Wa give us fo to fubmit to thee; andaccepr ong) 1a 
sh punifhment, ‘thacy thou, mayft:remember -ougy) [0 
Jandi; Give us fuch patience as thou.gaveft toa) then 
thy fervant fod, that. thou mayltumakefuch agi] Joa 
iffue for ns,» as thoudidft for him... Caufe usta)! 
lear) thy “greatmame, ‘that when. we pour-out)) Ld 
gurcryes to thee, who cantt deliver froma deathjy}. Gol 
as Chrift did >in che dayes of hisfleh ;-wemay: | laid, 
becheard ashe:was;in that he feared. Caufeus | no 
to‘order our conyerfations aright,thae thou mays. | hel: 
eft thew us thy Salvation. « Give usto redeem) | lux 
timeiin an’ evil dav, as, Pau? and Silas. did, that. | ther 
thou by hive ourftrerched arm, mayft.refcue, | me 
us as thou ciift them, knocking off the chaines | mo 
and fetiers of our prefent troubles: Aud ae | 
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25) | 
‘all things caufeus to abound in faith , as er fa- 
ther s trufed-iathee, and weve delivered ; they trafted 


Bl in thee, and were not confounded: We defiretofay 


| with the rhree children 5 The Gad whom we ferve 


Sis able to deliver) us , even out of a fiery fursace 


| which hath been prepared for w;~but whither he 
willorno, wewilltrut in him , Whilft thou 


f 
} 
/ 


chafteneft us’, O teach us out of thy Law, and 


wefhall: tor need to doubt but thou at length 
wile give usreft from the dates of adverfity. 


SS ae 


DISCOURSE: IV. 
Of being ‘content with Food and Rayment, 


Ow many would be wel {arisfied with what 
Uabthe Fire bach lett them, if they could but take 
chat excetlenc.countel .which rhe Apoftle SiVves 


chem,1 Tiw.6,8., Having food and rayment let us be 


therewith content. Statclic Houfes,noble fhops, full 
Trades , vaft Incomes, fome have not now as 
formerlic, ;who yer have food and rayment fort 
them and. theirs.» Did. Face indent with God 
for any More? Ge7,.28+ 2% If God will give me 
bread.to eat ,.and rayment to put on , then {hall the 
Lord be my God. Did Agar ask any morte of 
God; (as for.the things of this world,) - when he 
(aid, Feed me with food conventent ! Yea, did he 
not deprecate.that which was much more,when 
he (aid. Give.me not riches, left,czo. Dare we abloe 
lutely pray for more than daily bread, (and o- 
ther things as-neceflaric for life, whereof ray- 


ment is one 2). ‘and fhall we peremptorilie defire. 


more chan we dare to.pray for ? Gan thofe 


defires be regular ; which we. fear to make. the 
| mat= 
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matrer of out prayers% Or, if God vouchfafe 
us. as much as we think: lawtul: and fie to. pray 
for, cwhy fhould we not-be content ?.-Tutn your 


defires sof greater things. than. thefe, into the, 
form of 4 prayer ,\and hear how ic will found s2 


Lord give me riches: \though Agar were fo ula 
Wife as'to pray ‘againft them. Lord give me 
with Diwes.to ‘be cloathed with Purple and fine 
Linuen »andto fare fumptuoutlie every day; 
or co-have wherewithall fe ro do, «Lord 
mefo many hundreds by the Year,ymore than I 
need to fpend. Lord give me one thoufand 
pound at leaft; bur rather two or three for every 
childe ; I.cannor, be. content with lefsas a por- 


tion for each of them. Offer if you dareto put - 


fuch Incenfe as‘this taco Chrift his Golden Cen- 

for; Appear if you dare with fuch requefts as 

thefe arthe Throne of grace; Expe& if youcan 

that as to fuch requefts Jefus Chrift fhould inter- 

cedé fot you, Soabfurd prayers cannor be good 

defires ; nor can‘it’ be otherwife than ablurd to 

be difconreuted forthe want: of ' thofe things 

which.were abfurd:to’ pray for. How ‘many 

of dur beteers have'~ barelic food -and ray- 

ment, and yet are very thankful: for what 

they have? TheZfraelites in the Wildet- 

nefs:had but bread and‘ water , when for. their 

murmuring they were deftroyed of the deftroy= 
er,1Cor.10. Beware of grumbling at Manna; 
and lufting after Quailes, left for {o doing your 
carcafles fall’in the Wildernefs , ‘as’ theirs dids 
If the end of life were to eat and” drink 5 ic 
were another mateer 3 but it che end of eartag 
and drinking be, that we may live, fuch food as 
will keep us alive and in fhealth,ought to be ac- 
cepted 


give. 


igh (27) | 
| cepted with thankfulnefs - what a feaft woulda 


| belly-full of. bread, be counted in atime of fa~ 
mine. How precious was an Affes head, .yea 2 
cab of Doves dung in the famine of Samaria, 
2 Kings 6. 28. Are we better chan Lazarus who 
would have been glad of Dives his crums ? 
"Jf that were a-parable, then Lazarw is there 
put not for one perfon, but for every one, that iss 
firch as he is defcribed to have been: namely 
defigned for Abrahnw’s bofome, and yet glad of 
crums in. this World. . Let me:here diet with 
Lazarus, (if the will of Godbefo ) may I but 
be {ure hcace-forth to lodge with him in the bo- 
fomeiof Abraham. , Do we. make light of food 
and raiment for us and. ours?.alasy what more 
can this Worldafiord us, though we have ever 
(© much of ir? Solemen complaining how the 
hearts of men’ are taken up withthoughtsand 
cares of worldly things ( which is conceived to 
be the meaning, of thar difficult expreffion; Ee- 
clefe.3,11, He hath fet the World in thetr hearts.) 
thowes what the benefit of the World, and of 
the things therein! is, 7 vow {faith he) rhar.there 
is no good in them, but for amantorejoyce, andto da 
good in bis lifes Aud alfo that every man {hould eat 
and drink,, and enjoy the good of all. bis labonts,u.12, 
13. [finde the rich man {pokea of Luk. 16. 
19. diftinguifhed from the beggar. only by.thiss 
that he ate becrer'meat, and wore better cloaths, 
For the Text (aithy That he was cloathed in Pusple; 
and-fared [umptnon{ly every day. | 
Now what great mateer is it, chat ouv vile bos 
dics fhould have every thing of thebeft? Whar 
are our bodies, efpecially if too: much pamper ds 
buras fo maby recking dunghils, annoying our 
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2 
foiles with ill teames:and vapours or like dexd 
caccafies joyned to living men, (a torture in 
vented by ALeztutias) which are an unfufferable 
offence co them, © “As‘itiis aid of Eve, thar fhe 
was/firft-in the wanfgreffion ;’ and as fhe drew 
in herhusband , foroar bodies many times, like 
fo much tinder-do receive the firt {parks of rem- 
Ptation +’ or like the thatch of an houfe, ate fir 
kindled, and as that might fet the whole ‘houfé, 
fo do they rhe whole foul on fire: Many fits be- 
gin at the body, areoccafioned or fomenteds' ot 
both, “by the ever-fanguine, or melancholy, ‘or 
cholerick temper or diftemper ‘thereof: which 
fhewes we are no’debtors to the fleth, to fulfill 
the defires thereof. Moreover if we conGder 
wheuce our bodies came, and whither they ate 


_ Zoing, it will appear there isno fuch cauleto Be 


Steatly concerned for them’; that they fhould 
wear the fineft wool, and eat the finet of the 
wheat, Duftthey were, andito duft they thal 
retutn, Why muftthcy needs be fed fo daimily 
which chemfelves muft fhorely become food for 
wormes’? when we feed our’ bodies too high, 
what do we butfeed our lufts; yea: feed difeates 
m our very bodies?» fo that: it is become a Pro- 
verb, that the Eagh(h man digs:his grave with 
histteeth. Few kill their bodics by mortifying 


them: but many by indulgingthem. Chrifimat — 


kills many morethan Leat. As the Ape is faid 
to bug her*young'ones todeath: fo many kill 
their bodies with too much kindnefs to them: 
As over-pampet’d Horfes oft times thtow their 
riders, and give them their deaths wound: fo 
are’men too commonly thrown both ino fick- 
nefs, fin, and: death ic felt, by indulging ose 
bodies 
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si (99) | 
_ bodies over much; The body. (as one faich well) 
’ ought tobe kept, asnotséfra, fo neither fupra 
negotinns + fea per negotie; not too high for. its 
work; butequal toit. Pawifaith, that he did 
keep under bes body,and brought it into [ubjeétion. So 
far was he from ‘cockring of ittill itbecame his 
mafter, as too many do. There is no {mall dan- 
ger in over-exalting our blood and. natural 
{pirits, | 
Fob wasnever mote afraid of hischildren,than 
when they went a feafting from houfe to houfe. 
Then did he offer a Sacrifice for each of them, 
Jeaft they. fhould blafpheme God, or. had 
doneit.. cheap and fimple diet may preferve 
health and .ftrength as well. as the beft dainties 
and coftlieft varieties, Dawxiel,and the three chile 
dren who lived of pulfe and water, were fairer 
and fatter chan allthofe which did eat the pore 
tion of the Kings meat. Dw, 1.15. They are 
_fometimes the leaneft cattel. which devoure the 
fat. Asfor any fervice of God or men, he fhali 
be much more fic, who baying: no pallatable 
dier, eats but for neceffitie ,. and tofatishe his 
hunger ; than one that by the deliciouf{nefs of his 
fare, is tempted to devoure more than “he can 
well digeft, As for delight in meats and drinks: 
he that ‘brings but hunger and thirft enough toa 
courfe meale, fhall have more of that. (and thofe 
are {auces which the poor have ufuallie moft of) 
than he that with halfe an appetite fits down to 
a sreat Feaft,. Why then, haviag a competencie 
of wholfome food, though bur mean and otdia 
natie, fhould we sot be therewithall content ? 
Are we better then John the Baptif?, of whom it 
is {aid,. chat his diet was Locults and wilde Ho- 
ney 
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ney > Some’ have found mort {weetnef$ ing 9" 
draught of cold water ( {uch astheir thirft hath 9)" 
been) than in all the Wines'and Spirits which J ™ 
they have drank ac other times 2, Why then may | 
nota mean diet content us,’ yea:prove delitious 4" 
to.us.,.as Salomon faith, To the hungty foule |: 
every bitcer thing isfweets Povertie brings fuch | |" 
fawee with it, as will make a'dith of Tripe |"! 
more favorie thanaVenifon Paftie is toa rich J"? 
man. ee fae 
‘Chen, asfor Rayment: if we have but’ thar [ym 
which may ferve the turn to’keepus warm'and | 4 
decent’, though it be courfe and’ plain’: why |i 
fhould we not be content therewith? We readin | Ate 
Mark i 6: 7 ohn was cloathed iz Camelsehair > and || anit 
with a girdle of askin about bis lins(which was as } ay! 
mean as could be; ) & do went read of fome'of — | tot 
the primitive'Chriftians , that they wandred about | tit) 
an (beepe-skins, and Goat-skins, Heb. 11.37. ‘Are | bi i 
we better than they? would fuchhabits become _| tit 
us wotle than'them? Time was, that God'bid — | and 
thel/raelites to pest off their ornansents, thathe mighe | Wiet 
know what to do with them. Exod.33.5. Did'God _ } ty 
ever{peak, as ifhe knew not whattodowitha — | fo 
people for want of ornaments? Did he ever _ | tins 
feem difpleafed that a people were ‘not’fine e- _| hilt, 
nough ? Why fhould thac habit difpleafe us,that ttn 
God may beft like usin, andknow what todoe _| hta! 
with us? Whilft we are-clad with eoftly ar- 
tire; itis hard for usat the fame time to be doa- 
thea wich humilitie: yea, not to have’ pride 
compats us asa chain. 
Why fhould not mean houfes fatishetis,: i 
God in fuch willappoint the bounds of our ha- 
bitation? Ifthe primitive Chriftians were con- 
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| (31) 7 b 
gent with mountains, dens, and. caves of the esrth, 
| as we vead, Heb. 11. 37~-why. fhould. we repine 
) armean dwellings, which yet-may anfwer'the 
| main ends for. which houfes are built 5 wiz, 
warmth, privacie, defence, and {uch like? ‘were 
| dens and cavesbetter than fuch houfes ?: or is it 
-becaufe we think our {elves better thanthofe that 
dwelt in densand caves? Surely neither. © ft is 
bur alittle while that we and’ours thall have 
| need of any fuch things,as houfes, food, and 
“tayment; and may not that which is but mean 
and ordinarie content us fora while? Did net 
Citizens make fhift with any thing whilft the 
| Citie was burning ? Glad they were to crowd 

their goods, their children, yea themfelves into 

any hole where they could get, and thankful to 
 thofe that would receivethem , and well con- 
tent wichit, as thinking withthemfelves it was 
~but for a while. Well, after alittle while: thou 
| that cameft naked into che world thalt gonaked 
cout of itand never ufe {uch clothing more : and 
| whereas meats are forthebelly , God fhall de- 
{troy both them and it. 

For the prefent then, be content with fuch 
things as you have: as travellers ule tormake 
| fhift wichany thing upona journey: and foul 
diers upon a‘match ; fecing {uch things are’ but 
| fora (eafon, and they hope for bettet-afcerwards. 
‘Lord I am (enfible that this counfel, vz, to be 

content ‘with food and raiment, 1s very good. 
Oh give tome and others a heart to take ic. If 
weneed many things, and are not fatisfied with- 
!-out the beft of every thing we need, (of fuch 
fort as food and raiment ).1t is our weaknefs. So 


| ‘people that are fick would talte of every wgnse 
ect 
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“€32) | 
beer, and none is good enough for them: fome @ 


1 too:news fome too ftale; ome too bitter,fome 9 
too. fower, fome too ftrong, fometoo {mall, Bt: 


fome fault there feemes tobe in all ; whereas it | 
may be there is nofault in any, but all the faule 
is iartheir diftempered pallates. One fore of) 
drink ferves him that is in health (lec that one be 


what it willy fo itbe buttollerable) Lord give Bied i 


me that health within my foul thac I may not | 


long. for any thing chat ts.not fimply needful 5 § fiir 


nor be difpleafed with any thiog.that is truly.) 
good, though not the beft,»( as-being humbly #y 


petlwaded that every. fuch thing:is berter. chan Jip ey 


Edefetve) lec me not feck great things for my | 
felf, atanytime, but leaft of all ac {uchatime 
as this, in which thou halt broken down what thom : 
didff once build up; and plucked up.what thon did 
once plant, and feemeff to be bringing eul apen all | 
flefh: as thou didft threaten the Jewes of an’ Fer. | 
45. 5-May I beableto fay with Deed, Pfal.izr< | 
2. 1 donot exerci[e.my (elf in things that be too high }j 


for me: I have quieted my. felf as a child that ss 4yi' 


weaned of his Mother: sy, joul is as a weaned childs | 


Oh give me contentedlyto feed on any thing, fest): 


when thou wilt have me feed no longer on the 


milk of thofe more Jufcious comforts which’ jj 


have formerly enjoyed.. Let the food of my | 
body be what thou wilt ; fo thou.wile. but feed 
my foul with that bread of life which came down | 
from heaven : and let my bodily raiment be | 
ever fo mean, fothou wilt but enable me-to | 
put on the Lord Fefus Chrift ; and give me to | 
be cloathed in che garment of that elder bro= | 
ther, the robe of whofe, righteoulnefs is. that | 
white raiment [poken of, Revez.18. which {ufkerech 
not 


me if oe (33) oa ay 
th mot the fhame of our ‘finful hakediefs to-ap- 
‘ /peat- If 1 have: but food and raiment for: my. 
MP felt + che worlt: is, I can contribute little, if 
“Si any ching, to others :. but this Iknow,thar whive 
‘WN phere isa willing ‘mind, thou accept eft according té. 
at dl what a tan hath) and not according to what he bath 
OO pots 2 Cors8:t3, With Goa the will without the 
‘ol deed“is more’ than che. deed without the will. 
y OE @ Cor.8.10. He is rich ix good works; whotis ready 
ctu €ehae: is wholly inclined) to difributes if he had 


| 
i 


ly |but-wherewithall, 1 Tim. 6.48, Lord, if thou el 
Hb wilt make me thy Steward ,: intrufting me with: mil & 
‘aian eftate wherewith I may do. good to othets: et | 
COE b fhall count ita bleffed thitig to'be both able i | 
Uni and willing to give ; rarher than to be’on there- it | 
“ib ceiving hand.” But if-thetr wilt ‘allot me only ma | 
"ih food:and: raiment for me and mine and that’ 4d 
mail none of the belt neither: thy will be done s that Bt 
JE know “will -bear our charges ‘through’ this Bh 


Wi wWorld,. Mannah and old ¢loaths (for the Z/raé= i 
ultii2stes had no new ones for. 4o. years together): 
iid will ferve usin. the Wilderne{s : only fweeter 
hl our paffage, by.affuring us we fhall at faft arrive. 
niigifat thy heavenly-Cazaaz ;-and then-fhall we fays 
n The lines'are fallen to us in'@ pleafant places Vo~ 
io tily we have a goodly heritage, Rs 
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34) siege) 
Raiment,. if we were but lure. of that ; burfo 
oreat is our. charge, fo valt baye our lofics been, 
cimesane (ohard, trading fo dead, and charity | 
it (elf fo'cold; and: poverty fo common and al-| 
not univer(al ;that:we do. much fear we fhall ¥ 
not have bxead -for-ourfelves and Family,. or iff, 
breadto cat, fcarcely xaiment to put on. an: 

It.is not hardto Buels, if Chrift were corporal= B. 
ly upon Earth,.and fhould ovet-bear-fuch lane “ 
guage; how andyin what words he would up=f 
braid yous Surely,.as he did themtowhom he qf 
{peaks, Mat: 6. 30+ O ye of tittle faith. The,” 
occafion of which words appears by the context §.: 
ta have been a finful miftrult they: had,chac God} | 
would not {o much as‘ feed and cloathe them. {,. 
How many ar this dayvate fick of ithe {ame dis ¥, 
feafe > and therefore had:need to be put inmind |, 
of that. courte which‘Chrift took to curethofe; |,“ 
t6 whem hefpoke: , which remedies may prove f’”, 
as effecual upon themafelves. No advice ac firft F<: 
might: feem more.firange than that which Chri} ie 
gives, Alat,.6, 254-Lake no thought for your life, ; “ty 
what you (hall eats or, what joe fhall.driaky, nor yer an 
for your body,what ye [hall put on. One,would wons! 4 ‘ 
der where-with-all Ghrs/3 thould make:good that fi" 
faying of his,and yet we finde him giving a plain 
reafon of what he had faid, verf- 26. Behold theb 
fowles-of the aire, they-{ow nets nerther do they reape,|” 

: L ivenetay 
mor gather into barnes, yet your heavenly Father feed=¥r' 
eth them. Ave ye not much beter than they, ver{.28ah 
And why take ye thought for raiment ? confider they." 
Lillies of the Field,how they grow, they toyle not, netay 
ther do they fin, yet Solomon i all bis, glory was 
mor arrayed like one of thefe, velt. 80. Wherefore if 
God (0 cloathe the graffe, which to day 13, and to mora)“ 

vowe": 
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| 35 

vow is caff into the Oven, [hall he uot much more 

eloathe you p Lam fat trom thinking that Chri? by 
thofe words of his,intended to encourage idle- 
Ine{s, or togive men to think, that though they 
could work and would nor, yet God would pro- 
vide food and raiment for them; ashe doth for 
the birds, chat neither fowe nor teape, and for 
rhe Lillies that neither toile nor {pin ; but T ra- 
ther think that, thofe words wete fpoken to in- 
courage thofe ‘that would work and cannot,’ ag 
namely thofe that are bedridden, fuch as have 
omrepott che ufe of their limbs,’ or of one or more of 


rv hough unable either to fowe or freape, (like the 


‘Powles of the aite) .either to toile or f{pin, like 
the lillies, yet ought not to doubt, bur that he: 


medi 


fl who feedes che one, and cloaths. the orher, will 
‘J fo as much for them. Why may not thole char 
Muamave the ule. of their limbesand fenfes. ( [oge- 
her with aheart to make any good ufe of them) 
ype fortified againft the fear of want by thofe ar- 
" ‘'Duments, which may. relieve, eyen thofe that 
"yvanctthem 2. Were I lame or blind, or pataly- 
Ath ick, or bed-ridden: to think of Gods feeding 
gue Birds and cloathing the Graffe, might’ bea 
ye Eapport tome: but if I have all my limbes dnd 
Henles 3 noc only may faith {wid ia the fore 
y@nentioned. confideration of that which God 
oth for -bruites:and. plants, but there is alfo' a 
nallower water,.in which reafon and fenfe may 
PJittle wade. Je that can Work, and is willing 
ito do, mayfationally hope he fhall hoc ftatve. 
‘Lhe, inftanceyT have mentioned was att en- 
utagement from providence, which is no Ways 

abe flighted, Bué there ate alfo promifes to fup- 
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-Copneic fenfes, as fight, hearing, and. that fuch, 
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port our faith in the cafe, vé<.that God will cer- fii 
rainlie feed and cloathe us; at leaftwife upoafuch on 
reafonable termes and conditions,as he hath en- 
eased him(clf to do ic. Is not that a promife} 
os “ Arve 
plain enough ? P/al, 37-3. Truft inthe Lord and | 
da good, and verily thou (bale be fed. God hath re= | lie 
peared this promife over and over, to let us fee bi de 
he is mindful of what he hath fpoken.. Pfal. 349 batt 
9,10. O fear ye the Lord ye his Satnts; forthere@y «., 
xo want tothem that fear him, The young Lions doy. 
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fhall not want any good thing. If wedelirea cloud J; 


Ut ¢ 


paaaiyel 
us from the fearof want (as the A/rachtes hada}, 


nefs) ic will not be difficule to add many mores} 
Hee in whom all the promifes ate yea aud wis 
Amen, affureth us from his own’mouth, thar if ne 
we first feck theKingdom of God, cr hus righteoufneft hon 
allthefetbings (hall be added tows,( Mat.6.33.) vias rou 
meat, driuk and cloathing - tor thofe were the ht 
things he had been {peaking of, verf. 31. The 
Scripture faith, that Godline{s hath the promsfe op) - 
the life that now is. Now a fecutity for food and i 
raiment, one Would think were as little as.any}, 
thing fo called, can amount to. Moreover ia) 
Pfal.84.11- It is (aid, that God will with-hold ne ilk 
good thing from them that walk aprightly. So that if +) 4 
food and raiment.may be reckoned good things}. *" 
(as things of fo abfolute neceffiry muft needs be}, , 
reckoned ordinarily) then come they within the " 
compa(s of that general promife. Examine wel F 
One witneis more, Prov 10. 3- The Lord will mob) 
(offer the foul of the righteous to famifh (chat is the} a . 
righteous perfon himfelf) 1 may not sae | 
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37 
ive confiderable teftimonies, as thofe which follow, 
halt 2/4/43 3618319. The eye of the Lord is apon thens 
that fear him, and that. hope in his mercy,to keep theng 
Wp alive tx Famine. Pfal.37.19« {peaking of the stp 
Bright, he faith, In the dayes of Famine they hall be 
fatisfied, Prov.5.20. In Famine he foallredeens thee 
| from death. Ic is far more difficult to feed men 
mana time of famine, than of plenty: as it was 


' muiot fo eafie to fpread atable in the wildernefs, as 


in a fruitful Countrey - (I mean for-any bur 
god, to whom all things are not only poffible, 
jngout eafie.) Methinks the promiles- of fupplics 
wimeven in famine, fhould be great fupport ina 
“ugtime of common plenty, though things be {carce 
“Bwicth us. 
“m But let me ‘take in allthofe conditioss, ‘on 
's,which God hath fufpended the promifes of food 
mand taiment, (as I have already mentioned fome 
\ Mot them) left we fhould think God to fail of his 
‘“mptomife, when it is only we that. fail in thofe 
conditions, to which ir is made. 

B® One condition is, that we ufe diligence, Prom 
‘M10. 4. He becometh poor that dealeth with a flack, 
Band : bat the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
BProv-19.15. Anidle foul {hall [njfer hanger,which 
» mpsainly implies,thar a diligent {oul fhall net. Te 
» @will be a new leffon to fome,both old and yo :ng 
. mo become pain{-takers,. They have not known 
what it meant, to.eat thei bread inthe (weat of 
vumoeic browes. Bur they ‘that be afraid of work, 
v geuch as they are able to performe, are worfe {ca- 
y pred than hurc,’ (as we fay proverbially) and wil 
Mande that the bread of diligence is far more 
py aeWeet, than ever was that of idkénels. Thole that 
Pate given to hunt, account thé exercile ‘as‘goed 
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drunkard and the glutton {hall come ta poverty. leis a 


8° i 
asthe Veniion, and Beier too, God puts no hard jit)" 
cermes upon tis, if henceforth he will makeus jit Pat 
earne our bread before we eat it, though he haye }kn0" 
formerly fo much indulged us, as. to let us ear | pot M 
the bread we never earned. idle perfons. have} {i 
oft times meat without ftomacks: but painf-ta=) bits 
kers have both ftomacks and meat. That houlei) Asti 
fands upon able pillars, and is like to Jaft, ia 
which every body isaddi&ted to honeft labour, 
whichis one of the moft imitable things. I have 
heard of the Datch, thar from the, time cheill 
Children are of any growth or underftanding,| 
they fecthem.to work. They {eem to have taken) 
warning by thofe words of Solomons Ecclef, 1a) 1%, | 
18, By much floathfulne/s the building decayeth, and fo ne 
thorough idlene[s,the heufe droppeth therongh, which tot! 
words made me to fay, that houfe ftands upon) wil / 
able pillars, where every body. is well imploieds)| tts 
It thac were the worft fruit of the late fires) whic: 
that idle’perfons of what quality foever, were) thse! 
forced to take pains, the matter were not great) An 
ycamany would be made better by it. B) be fur 
Morcover to our Diligence we muftadd frus}}isto 
gality : if we would promife our felves nevet) terdi 
to want food’ and raiment. Frugality is. chat) wit, 
pruning-hook, which lops off all the unnecefla}) gate 
ry branches of fuperfluous expences ? God hath} tan fp 
no where ingaged him/elf to maintain any- mans) advan 
pride and prodigality : though he-hath to fupe | Ind, 
ply his necefficy, It is ufual wich Godto let pro=)| mae, 
digalscome to huskes: yea and wanr them Co05))/ 10. 
before they die, or return. Prov. 23- 2%. The it, 
Cin d 
her, 
trad} 


fault in,chofe that gain by it, ro let their caftom-= 
ets have as much wine.asthey will'call for, wie : 
they | 


f 
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| C39 ) 
they have had enough already: ‘A sreaterfaule 
hire Parents» \to-Jet them ‘have ‘money ‘ac’ will, 
| knowing they willfpend irapontheir lus. Icis 
‘gl not then to be expected; that God who hatesto 
|fee men make 'provifion-for the fleth , fiotld 
i bind himfelf to give them wherewithall ro do it, 
Wilt As therefore we would be fure-of food and raie 
i ment, let us wilely confider what muft be {pent, 
and what may be fpared.-\Frufira fit per plura’ 
hail) He that requires{uperfluities, is like to want ne- 
® ceffaries; but he may build upon a fupply of 
dill) neceflaries, who hath learnt to pare off all fu- 
iM per fluities. They are defirés of Gods own creat~ 
(ming, (and infuch a meafure) ‘which do call but 
for neceflaries,as food and raimenr: and 'there- 
dM) fore he that made'thefe defires; we may expee 
| will fatisfiethem. But when we crave fuper flue 
jities, it is. fin chat’ opens its mouth wide y yea 
which inlargeth it like hell, -and whar reafon is 
there that God fhould fill ir? 
And as we muftbe frugal, in cafe wewould 
be {ure of food and raiment ; fo one good way 
a } is to be mercifull, and ready ro diftribnte tothe 
av Deceffitiesof others, fo long as we have whcre- 
‘with? Frugalicy and charity may well ftand to- 
bB gether. It is'no ill husbandry to lend what we 
can {pare upon infallible fecuritie, and for great 
;Wadvyantage. He that gives tothe poor, lexds to the 
| Lord, And if the principal be buta cap of cold 
| water, he fhall have confideration for ir. AZatth, 
ng XO. 42. He (hall inno wife lofe his reward, See Pro, 
Bar.24, Theretis that foattereth, and yet encreafeth. 
i, Cana man'reap, unlefs he firft: fow ? or reap 
yg @ Mderalliec if hefow but {patinglic? Who fo fhall 
ead Pfal,41.1,2,3. will finde that one of the beft 
| pial aa waies 
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-qaies never to want out felves. is nov to lec | 


poepic himfelf will make his.bed for hire! aya 


Bus if any defire yet furcher fecuritie , as for nl, 
matter of food andrayment; letithem confider Poo 
what is {poken. Pfal.t04.297. Thefe wait all. upon | 
thee that-thow.mayft give them their meat inde Mos 
‘te. feafons. Thou epeneft thy hand , they are fiked: with Anup, 
" good,viz. Thole innumerable creeping things, both Mi Jue 

| great and [mall, which are ia the Sea, {poken of #, an 

ve%5. allo The young Lions which roar after their Brion 
prey, and feck their meat from God , {poken of Hor 
| } v.2t.-alfo, Plat. 145.15- Théeyes of all wait on Bpdy 
4 et. thee , thou giveft them their meat. in due feafon. Bnd di 
i j Thou openc{t thy hand, and fatisfiet the defire of Mud: 
. i every living thing. Here we fhall do well to re- Hilure| 
i Hi] member, what che Apostle {aith , Doth God-take Gwiln. 
Hi i care for Oxen 2. thatis,-dothhe not take-more’ Shy: 
| cate for Mankind, than for Oxen?. If. then- be Wp} 

fecd them .(and creatures of lefs ufethan they): il 

ys may we not conclude, he will much more..feed | 
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Meg 
us! may not thefe words of David, Pfal-2 31. it 
afford.usfome relicfe, The Lord is my thepheardy Wp; 
Z (hall. nat want. Is not God a Ahepheard to o-. fy , 
¢ cher of his people , as well ashewas to David? Bhi, 


Yea are we not in fome fenfe his theep ;aS we 
ie | | are 


a Inde 


Lis meerlie his creatures. P(al,100.35 It is he thae 
made us,and not we our felves: we are his people, and 
‘lit the (beep of bis pafture. , 
‘08 Should not the extraordinarie waies which 
liGod hath caken to fupplie men with food and 
litirayment,when ordinarie means have failed , be 
ligisffome ftay to us? When the Jfraelites wanted 
ittissbread in the Wildernefs, did not God rain down 
;ai/Manna from heaven? and when they. wanted 
(lai@ater, did he not give icthem out of therock ? 
wt lfand whereas there was ‘no cloathing to be had 
{there,. did he not keep their garments from waxe 
‘$lt}ing old,and make them ferve them forty years? 
ifdet|Did nor God fay to Elijah,1 King.17.4, I have 
| spn commanded the Ravens to feed thee ; andaccor- 
mia idingly they brought bins bread and fle(h in the mor- 
imi \eing, aud likewife inthe evenng, v.6. The widdow 
whlof Zarephath: had but a handful of meal ina bar- 
nofirel, and alittle oilein a ‘crufe for her felf and 
tei Wher fon, whenthere was yer three years famine 
motito comé: fo thae fhe reckoned but upon’ one 
ut mgood meal, and fo fhe and her fonto lie down 
uu Jand die; and our of thatthe Prophet did de- 
inf \(rnand a cake for-himfelfe,v.13. and yet did he 
ore aflure her, that she barrel of meal (honld not wafte, 
dime \nor the erufe of oyle fa:le, tillthe Lord fent rain upon 
moe ithe earth 3 and accordingly it came to pafs,v.16, 
ahe| Who knows not the ftorie of Chri his feeding 
hey) |fivethon{and with five loaves and two fifhés ?. ALat. 
fel }24-29. and yetthere was enough,and to {pare, 
‘have fomewhere read ofa good man ,.who in 
ithe time of the fiege and famine at Rochel wis 
‘Kepr alive bya Hen that came every. day and 
{laid one egse, one or morein the place where 
Helodged, Nor do [doubt but there are many 
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true {tories of ierehuitbabledipolics vouchfafed | 00! 
ro fuch..as were. deftitute of ordinarie means, }i0™ 
snot God the great houfholder: of the watld, J phole 
from whom: the: whole familie in -heaven and |of ol" 
earth is named ?. and do you think he will ftarve } jna00 
thofethat are of his familie ? howbeic he-hath | be 
toldus, that he who providesinor for: his own) {ie 
houfhold is worfe:chan an Infidel? Is noe theljottt: 
earth the Lords, andthe fulnefs. thereof 2° Arai |ka 
net all the beafts of the forrest bis, and the cattel)\ (trom 
zpos athouland hills? Pfal.so.40. And will hejfeones: 
ftarve us (think you) either by the want of food yesdo 
or raiment ; whilft he hath fuch an overplus off bur the 
ali needful things wherewith co fupply us’ Pilyould 
What father would fee his childe want , whilft)) fo, 
he kad more than enough to givehim ? If wel) will: 
tips then thac are evil will nor lec our children want | (od 
WAGE ACM whilft we abound , fhall we chink fo: hardly of } thus 
pias age God? what if God hath put the world into o-)}pir, 
i ther mens hands, and not into ours? hath he} De 
. not the hearts of thofemen in his own hands, | rh 
and.canhe not inlarge them cowards us, when) Pi; 
ih and as fat as he pleafeth ? He can make enemies) per 
i if not only tobe at peace withus : but tobe kind) sine 
i qi rous. Pfal. 106.46. He made them alfo to be py Haver 
it te tied of allthem that carried them captives. The bara)\\in\ 
iid, | barous people (hewed us no little kindue[s, Caith Panl,)| heir 
Ads Gag! As 28.2. How eafily can God perfwade even} of 4 
aan) Egyptiaes to. pare with their Fewels 8¢ Earings, tO) 4 1.) 
his peopleshow much more //raelites to one ano=)} icf, 
ther ? He that can make. enemies to become: Out. || hyve. 
friends , how much, more friendsto be friends #/}ayy | 
Though men be very hard, he can as well make )y.¢ 
chem {uccour us, as fetch water out of a rock 3 ily 
Ic is ordinary with God to make them fhew his },_, 
people: 


et ee ae ia — 


ney a etd cnn asset na magmas regan ete phe laaanp tis 


Renn en are tN ee 


{ 
| OT i 
people moft: kindnefs in their extremity, from 
‘whom they did lictle or leaft expe it. “ Thofe 
WH whofe hearts were.fhut cowards us in the time 
wi of ourplenty, fhall.(it may be) be wide opened 
lavijn and undet our neceffity. A friend is faid to 
be made for Adverfity: as God makes thofe 
friends for his people at {uch atime, though at 
vil other cimes they were not fuch. ‘Elijah could 
left expect to be fed by.a Raven, of all creatures 
‘itil (from whofe aptnefsto take, rather than give, 
icomes our word ravenous ) neither did the Ra- 
® vens do any thing for him till the famine came. 
® bac then they were his good purveyors (as God 
| 6B would haveit). that brought him all his provi- 
wl fion, We fhall never know what friends God 
It we j will raife us-up-till we ftand.in need of them. 
§ God will be {een in the mount: that is, juftin 


avid tells us that.he had never feen the 

ani righteous forfaken, . nor hy. feed. begging bread. 
well Pfal,37225 yethe faith, he was an old man 
i when he made that obfervation. If his expe- 

: Lill rience fatisfie.us not , let us confule our own. 
Wii Have we feen that which David never fawin this 
yw kind >. Take bur the feed of the rightcous for 
Pall their righteous feed,and give inftance if you can 
ett of any of them that have wanted bread,or made 
ft a etade of begging it?. As for vain, prodigals : 
caw ic is it they fhould be brought to huskes, and not 
vat have a belly full of them neithers nor ts there 
ds any likelier way to bringthem homes ) But it is 
mike not Gods mannet.to deal fo with others, .efpe- 
oki cially. at a time when there is bread ftirring in 


itil the-world ; (1 mean when there is no publick 
| | 


cot famine, 
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famine,or when the earch yields its increafe as aril. 

other tines.) ©” | | 

“If God bring famine upona Nation : if Hef 
turn a fruitful Land into barrennefs; 1 cannothhies; 
fay, but in that cafe fome truly righteous pete fps n 
fons may die by famine {as well as others by fon. ; 
peftilence) but there are feveral things td relicve fi! 


us againft that kind of fear. 


Firft, the cafe of famine is rare and extraore Ii, 
dinary. Pew rich mentorment themfelyes with },,,.;, 
fear of ‘want ; though if a famine come, fuch a8 fyi. 
was in Samaria, they muft want bread as well be " 
as others; becaufe it will not be tobe had for! mit 
love or money. But think they God feldom },,.., 
vifits a people with cleannefs of teeth, or comes tian 
riding to chem upon his pale horfe,to kill wich} ‘ 
hunger, as it is Rev.6.8. and why fhould we tore }), 
ment our felves with fear that he will dofo? — J,,\,,. 

Again,if good men perifhin and bya common |)... 
famine,it is becaufe they-faile in fome;or other | 
condition to. which the promifes of being kept |) 4} 
alive in famine, are made;as namely, they want |; 
faith to truft God for bread in a time of famine; ‘tg 
and fo itcomes to pafs that they want bread 2}, 
but if that and other conditions oa which the | bil 
promifes of fupplies are fufpended were perfor= h | 
med by them; God would fooner rain down 7 : 
bread from heaven, than fuffer them to ftarvee bei 
So that you fee good men have a conditional Tea 
fecurity for bread, even in a time of famine. But | i 
in cafe, through their failing in fome pare of ia 
that condition, any of them fhould come fhort I; i 
of rhe promile; here is this. to comfore them, | a 
that if God do bring them to huskes; yea *to ti 
want abelly-full of huskes,who yet are no ‘pro- | I 

digals, | 


f ° 


i prodigals; that is no unrighteous or ungedly 
ipecfons (astotlie main) it is for no worfe an 
ith untent than to‘fetch them home, fo much the 
-"Mooneér to chéic Fathers houfe, where is fulnefs of 
bread; that issto heaven where is fulnefs of joy. 
§But methinks the extremity of Mens fear as to 
want, might be taken off, by confidering that if 
Ptuey be bucdiligen:, frugal, mercifully inclined, 
bur efpecially if the truc fear of God be before 
their eyes, they need noc doubt of bread, ac- 
Cording to the experience of Gods dealing with 
‘Fothers,fave only intime of Pamine:. nor fhall 
they want it then, if chey have but hearts to 
", ptrutt God for ite ‘ If there be bread inthe Land, 
“you fhall have part of it. If you can fhow no 
“upinftances to the conttaty, why fhould you not 
‘Welieve ic? If cheré be rio bread in the Laid, but 
OMfan univerfal Famine; rich men muft wane as 
2? Twellas you, who yer fear no want, becaufe they 
mW perplex nor chemfelves with the fuppotal of a 
ote Famine, which they hope never to fee, 
KoA Tietle more to thame our miftruft of Gods 
Wal Siving us food and raiment, “Let me quoteone 
mins ocher Text, and ic is Rom, 8.32. Hethat {pared 
(Cd ye his only Son, but delivered him mp for us.all, bow 
1 ti [ball he not with hine alfo freely give us all things ? 
oad we nota World of unbelief todeale with- 
OMAN, many things { have faid in this Chapter, 
uN might have been {pared : but.as the, cafe ftaads 
ina with many, all I doubtiis little enough to fhore 
Dilap, and to under-prop their tottering faiths 
ut bwhich knows not how to truft God, no not for 
in food and raiment. Welittle think how. we re- 
‘ Pproach and undervalue God, whillt we fufped 
10) ithac he will not fo much as feed and clade MS, 
, oth 
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Doth not the Scripeure fay; chat our Maker 1 pe, 
our husband ? Jf a Woman marty a rich Mar Wt 
able to maintain her liberally, and yet vex hey oa 
{elf witha conceipt, that he will not finde hert c 
things neceflary, and think he can never givel’ ” 
her promifes and affutances enough, thar fhe pe 
fhall never want cloathes and victuals whilft he we 
lives, what a wofull difparagement would he pot 
take ic for >: you think me very cruel, unnatural} ee 
and tordid, ( would he fay ) and though tharp’?’ 
thought be without ground, | know not howy. 
to perfwade you otherwife. Ic is not ufual with 
Parents to promife their children over and over). 
that they will not ftarve them, the children thatf oe 
have honeft and able Parents ufe to take that) ok 
for granted, tis only our unbelief that hath exe, : ‘* 
torced ftom God fo many promifes of ‘that na-=| al 
ture, whereby though we greatly difhonour him; [!"" 
yet is he pleafed to condifcend co our weaknels, 
“Where hall we find faich to believe thole words, f° 
Luk.12.32.J¢ 18 your Fathers plealure to give you the | bw 
Kingdome : if inthe mean time we Cannot crf pm 
God for fo.much as food and raiment ? poffibly £2 
wefhall haveit but from hand to mouth : today |" 
fhall take no care of to morrow; but then tof ’™ 
morrow fhall take care of ic felfe Sufficient for f™! 
the day thall be the fupply, as well as the trouble J ° 
thereof; se 4 Moy hal 
Lord fitch then I have promiles, providences, -— 
experience of thy dealing with othets, confide- | 
ration of divine attributes and relations, with 
feveral other things to fecure.. me: againft the } or 
feare of abfolute wants ler me never difhogour J” 
thee, or perplex my felf with, the thoughts of § 
any {uch thing, Let my’ oly cate be to live in my | 
| : Fathers | 


nr 
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 (Beathers hoiife, and ppd miy felf alwayes as 
fat his fight, and Ifhall never:wanra bellifiil of 
ypauskes, nor yethaye meer husks, (for thou feed- 
(eet not thy children like {wine) wherwith to fill 
tgmy belly. Everything thar is: good is not good 
‘por me.-' neither is the beft of earthly things al- 
injgwayes beft for me; (no more than the beft liquors 
1 ite for him thacis ina feavet.) Give me to walk 
wif. Integrity betore thee, and then I know thou 
h dgvilt ‘give me every thing that is good forme: 
‘hygOr thy promife is, to give.grace and glory, and 
|yi@bat no good thing wilt thou ‘with-hold from 
Jong hem that walk uprightly. »'Can I expe&tto eat 
nigeread in the Kingdome of God, as the phrale is, 
peaket4.%5. and think thar God will not sive 
“ane. bread to. ear'inthis World ?: ‘can I believe 
mgr taal be one day cloathed upon with an honfe which 
binges 178% beaven, as ic is calledy 2Cor. 5, 2. ‘and 
chee think that God will deny me. {uch cloathing, 
igs. my body {lands in need of he hath given 
bife, 18 not that more than meat; a body, is rot chat 
wore than raiment, Mat. 6,25, he that bath given 
phe greater, will he not give that which is lefs:? 
Dwr Heavenly: Father knows we have need-of food 
wa ‘raiment, whilft we are in thisWérld,'and 
(Panhor'live without it, werf. 32. Lord sive fe 
mt to -truft in thee, and todo good: and’as 

How haft {aid ,fo I belicve verily I thall be fed. ’ 
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DISCOURSE VI. 
| a OF dgood confcieere being acontinnal feafte 


(it ¥ Owever it comes to pafs, the vulgar Card 
iL &. fcemingly miftaken) quotation of the clofe 
: of 
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of tha rfe P. (48) RSP, thef. da sof i 
AC VCTIC,£ row. 15. 19. Vise: 10 e wora®, . 
AA good confcience is a continual feaft founds muc jane 
More {piritually, and likea faying of the Holy? “” 
Ghoft, than doth that tranflation which is uf" 
ally given us, viz. in thefe expreflions., He thf 
15.0f merry Beare hath a continual feaft; whi my" 
they that know no mirth but thar which Salomgt'’’ 
calls madnefs , willbe apt to wrelt toa:verg 
badfenfe. The word.tranflared metry, is ap" 
the Hebrew Tb; which fignifieth good , whic’! 
isa better word-in common acceptation thay! 
isthe word'metry : (for chat is but roo liable ag ” 
an ill conftruétion)& may I take liberty to altep 
bur that one word,and render the Hebrew: Texp 
verbatim word tor word :. A good heatt,a contip" 
nual feaft; when we have compared; ic with th#C 
context, it wil eafily enough appear thar the crap ‘ 
fenfe and meaning is,that which is generally unpl™ 
derftood. by fucha faying as this; inthat a gooipl 
con{cience ts a"continual feaft. -For (if Tmiftakp.” 
not) that Proverb is {eldom ufed:s burby a goad*' 
confcience isintended,a confcience not acenfingyt™ 
but excufing; not teftifying againit us,buc with, 
us, and for us, ‘a con{cience {peaking peace, angi 
fuch as is a comfort and a rejoycing to us... Thapiit 
Salomon by a good heart doth intend {uch:a comp 
{cience as that ; the oppofition in the foregoing} "bu 
words (eemeth coimply; ‘e4d the daies of the af: eal 
flitted areevil : but agood heart, O'c. intimating ieour( 
thereby, asif good were here oppofed to grie KD to 
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~ ved, wounded , afli&ted : ‘which interprecatior}i« 


is allo countenanced by what followeth, ver. 16 {and 
Better #s alittle with the fear of the Lord,thas grea Oks : 
treafure and tronble therewith , probably meaningpis, 
ttouble of miad aid confcience for the ill getsfic, 
ing 


- 


c 


fog of it; for orher kind’ of trouble there may 


pe, where there's but dlittle,and that both gotten 
ind enjoyed in,the fear of God. Aud how we 
snow’ what it isthat Solomon here ftileth'a contis 
ual teaft, we may be able to {peak tothofe' who 
Paving with Dives fared delicioufly every day 
myhich now they are net able to do as formerly). 
dink it cold’ comfort to’ be told of meer food 
sgod taiment, and. would be fain feafting’ again, 
fF they had wherewithall. Feaft'we may, and 
goat riot only now and then, but every day in the 
eat, and evety hour of the day, (and ‘upon 
toigteater delicacies than any feaft commonly ‘fo 
ww Tgalled confitts of)’ if we.can but get that good 
scoqpontcience Solomon {peaks of to feaft withall. Ine 
yihipeed thete is no contentment but.a good con{ci- 
hemmace, out bodies admit not of a continual feaft's 
iy uit OU fou's do.’ A full flomack loathes the ho- 
1 soe comb. But there is no ‘fatiety in thofe dain- 
hams, -which confcience feéds upon: much leffe 
an we furfeic wich them, “Asthofe that have 
niqut almoft dined, fecl no, troublefome fenfe df 
uy@unger,and yet could eat more: ‘fo.a gsood¢on- 
pence, though ic have that alreddy, which may 
Bifftice, yet is‘alwaies lefe with a wholfome ap- 
Pe ca Matt : . 
® Whar can be defired, or what'is ever enjoyed 
@ 2 feaft,but gcod chear,.good company, good 
ranmuccurte, mirth, mafick (now and then) -as an 
vonmerp..to mitth, and above.all hearty welcome? 
main deccived if a good confciencé do not afford 
Bil and every-of thcfe.. Good mears and ‘good 
weeks are that we count good Cheat; and if our 
sniogacats and dri nks be both for health and delight, 


ence 


| gen do we account them sou ‘A‘good conte, 
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ence affords both eis and drinks, (as they nrayjp! *" 
properly enough be called) as wholefome and as © 
dclighefull as can be wifhed. Meats and drinksgict!s! 
(uch as our bodies feedupon,. there are none iw * | 
Heaven. Yet fomething fo called there is , ellis wi” 
why is there mention of eating bread in the kingmicoil 
dome of God? Luke 14.15. or why doth Chrifgp 
{peak of drinking of the frait of the Vine ne in th perl § 
kingdome of his father?. Mat, 26. 29: The breaciends W 
of comtorr,the Wine'of joy,isthat which Sainte a! 
and Augels feat upon in Heavens andthe farnein m0 
for kind, though not for degree is that of a gooeslentn 
confcience. It {preads a Table with firlt,fecondpiiuls 
and third courfe, .. kts prefenting us. with a welbpiclh 
oyounded perlwafion of our being deliverectinc, 
from-the wrath to.come, as the Apoftle faittymeot 
we ate bot appointed co wrath, thac is as ic wertlourl 
the firft courfe > i’’s witneffing that we are nolpnh in 
only not children of wrath, Gvhictt alone wouleplimen: 
be @ ateat comfort: to be aflured of) bur alfo chathinthy 
we are the children af God, (asthe {pirit of GodpAnd 
is (aid to. wicnels wich che {pitics of Gods chiles ia 
dren) thatisthefecond : and then its telling uspasoo. 
hat iris owt fathers pleafure to give us, even USMn fy 
a Kingdome, and caufing us to rejoyce in hope Oil, 
the glory of God,that 1s the third. : 5 aR thi 

Nor is a good confcience better chear than B)Nor js 
is good company. _ As a bad confcience is. clitiice 
worlt companion in the World :f0 a good cont x ( 
{cience is the very beft, unlefs it be God himfelf thr ay 
He thathath ic, is many times never lefs folicarthl oy 
thanwhen he is moft alone, that isthe beft comatinen 
pany. that, isbosh: profitable and pleafant - angincte) 
foisa sood.confcience ; it hath that property Of 5, 
2 good companion; amongft others, it will fadtta i 

g00d 


a Cad ie 
itayfpod “and -pleafant difcourfe. What Solomon: 


rT 
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At 


ietks' concerning the Law of God, taught by. 
arentsto their children, Prov. 6:22. When thon 


jeff wt {hall lead thee, when thon awakeft it (halk 


S, WiUk with thee. “So will a good confeience, An 


iipyil confcience findes fuch difcourfe as men have 
Bot patience to hear, like Aficatah; it never-pro- 


nietiect good: but a good confcience com- 
iimliends without flattery, and tells thofe ftories 


om mornin 


iat would re be grievous to a'manz'to liften'to 


S{entence of Abfolution, well done good and 
ithful Servant. No man can framea difcourfe 
® delightful, as aré the whifpers of a good cone. 
tence, {peaking peace and pardon to usin the 
ime of God.’ “Where fuch company and {uch 
fcourfe is, théete can’ want ‘no mirth, raking. 
dtth in the fobetett fenfe, for comfort and re- 


defhmenc;‘ yea it will make the heart more glad 
ian they whofe wine and oile increafe. 

(Gi And as for mufick ; all che-voices and inftru-. 
Bents in the’ World cannot make fuch melody. 


ig-a's00d confcience. 1f-a°manshad all thofe 


Ve 


vcnlmen- fingers, ‘atid Women-fingers that Solomon had, 


Bcle/, 2.8, their belt notes were nor compata- 


étothis. 


Nor is it hard té'make-our how a. good con-. 


tonight. It {peaks like Godin 
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Lord accepteth thy perfon.,, Confcience bichiiens 
much good may do bina with all he hath, an lit 
cells himin:thename of God, he is. as welcomighy (ai 
to it as‘his: heact. can. with,..and hack ic wich diy qui 
good a wills). AVe-count tholemen beft able the 
feaftsrhac have-aswe fay, every, thing about cies pat 
and- within themfelves,, Corne, Cartel, Poult jen 
ali-of their: owas, Dove houfes, Watrensy Partin 
ail within cheit/ own, grounds; Ponds afford uals. 
(everalfortsiof fifh; Teces yielding all Ceyee Oi 
frites, Sece Suclnis he that-hath, a-good conte hon 
ence, he: hath-all-maarestals for; fealting Within, 
himfelf,, and therefore may, afiord to do it Fra) nite 
Tigo n4e ox gpoad Man fhall be. fatisfied from bin brig 
felf. Fix. &vonatehe con(cioulnels of his Shae a 
rearlive, vAsoPash faich , chig 4S Our BCJOY CUM b>. 
vis the retimony, of our-con(cience,.8<c- Fy a), 
tha¢ hath: this,,hach meat to.cac. char the Wor ne 


knows not of; aod(tuch meat.ashe would OC Coe injur 
change foriallebe ratities and varieties, that ate fy, 
Eniperbrs’ Dabless;/;He bletleth binafelfs oft ome 
ther’Gods- when bethinks how-smuch happier hy. 
igcuhan the World-takes him for,.and how muy «. 
betcer he fareschanthe W orld. knows of wit till 
asthey:do of may:bluth, and inwardly bleed, efit 
think how much happier they are thought 10, aids: 
chan indeed wheyjaies:!:Iomight,add,: he ahh, 
feaftsixpon:a:good -con'cience,hath rhat-kinde}¢. 
meat‘iwhichis alfefawce-for-every ching,where Ae 
dthetsbave tht fame fawce-thatfpoiles all thy ies 
fyweet meatey is. orilsii Roh UR iy 

‘Borpoflibly; bcannot fay-more of etal ie} 
nels ofrargaod Gonfciencc, chan. mangy cat cal ith = 
believesfromthelexperience of :a badone, an 
the mifery. they have fcltby meanes of iteA ee ae 


Saint 
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\ | 33.2, 
Bontcience think: they were an excellent feaftin- 
eed:if we hadvie.\ There is none like that, but. as 
Waal faid,: the! Philiftims | wete come: up again 
im and God was:depaited ; fo they, The Fireits 


fn 


A, ee age ‘ 
Mpaveit note Such afound {piric would beartheir 


“DAcmities, bueforwant of ic, they are not able 
f bear them. ' Were. 1 {ure fuch men were in 
‘mood ¢arnelt, tolcok afcer chat good con{cience 
"hichxhey confefs:and complain they wanr 3-1 
nouldstell: them tor: theit encouragemenr, | that 
Prere-isia way for a bad ’y yea avery bad contcir 
wgice , to be made geod ; as wellas a. good one 
MIM be made better.) Who.can chink-that Pas! 
* Mad alwaics a good conf{cience ?. the, Scripture 
Wling.us char he was fometimes a per{ecuter, 
Mn injurious perfon, and a blafphemer ; yea, 
Maat he did” compell others to bla{pheme. Alls 26. 12+ 
‘Pnfidering that-he had his hand inthe death 
€ many of Gods Saints. és 26.12. Many. of 
We Saints did J {hut up in prifor,and when they were 
Wit toWdeath I gave my voice againft them, But mae 
ifeft itis, thar he had a good con{cience after~ 
Brards ; itherefore | fay there’is a way fora very 
Mad confcience to be made very good,and blefled 
le God there is fo. , 
® Ic isagaintt Scripture to fay, chat a confcience 
ince deflowred can never recover its virginity. 
4 Me who’ himfelt was born of a virgin, canre- 
ifiuce that confcience toa virgin ftate , which 
ca ath been: the mother of many hainous. fins. 
Nich.9.14. Ifthe blood of bullsand goats 5 and the 
Prinkling tbe ales of an heifer fanthificth tothe pa- 
te ‘3 rifying 
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rift [autlifie’ your’ confcience from dead works, Py 


ferve the living God ? It is finvalone that defiley? ae 
the con{cience ; and makes it evil : Now fin gi’ 
either immediately againft God, or immediates sags 
ly againft our neighbour, that is, againft meng i ¢ 
and that alfo is againft God ultimately; ichough} " if 
not firftly and only; Therefore David. confess 
fing his fin in the matter of Uriah, faith to God}! ad 
Againft thee have I finned, He that:would have, ee 
a good (that is,a pure and peaceable confcience)y 

mutt, if be be able , fatisfie men for the wrongys” 
4nd injuries: done to them: as Zachess refolved ; se 

todo; or if he be not able; he mutt be fincerelyt 

willing and defirous fo to do, ‘and fully: purpofe" 
“vin his heart, if God fhall ever make him ablef " 

For wifi reftituter oblatum is. ay old and a true”, 

rule ¢ that iss*either a€tually:or4utentionally a 

Mon yemittitur peccataw, But as for the inju y Ds, 

done'to Godby fin, either immediarely-or'! met" “ 
diately, that no meere man is able to farisfie font” 
though he could give thoufands of rams, andy” 4° 
ten thoufand rivers of ile; o¢ would give hep 
sritic of bisbody for the fin of his foul =» Therestls: : 
fore asto that there is no way to getour fins cater” * 
tied into the Jand of forgetfulnefs, but by lays”? 
ing them by faith upon the head of Chrift, whe ; bis 
was tipified -by the Scape-goar'under! the Law§ a 
no fatisfation to betendered for them, but chal du 
which Chri? our furery harh made‘and intended all i 
tor the ufe and benefit of them and themmonlyh™ pt 
who do or fhall believe ‘ia ‘bin’, and ,by repene"o 
race turn from dead works ro ferve the livingy'? 
Got Cel. tg. 28 whom we have redemption nro haul 


pis blood seven the forgiveness of fuss Algo e( 
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im, When. thefe things are once done, nantely, 
i when care hath been taken to fatisie men,fo fat 
is we are able,for the wrongs.done to them: 
wiiewhen we have looked upon him whom we have 
Wepierced by fia 5 and tculy mourned , when we 
have contefled our fins. and forfaken them, 
poth agually forthe prefent., and in fincere re- 
Solution for ever alter : and when we have lifted 


Bip an eye of faith to Chrif, asto the amitype 


\Whmpf that brazen ferpent’, which was lifted ypin 
depmine wildernefs,as he thar isableto rake out the 
womeing of fin our of the fiery ferpents and by faith 
doygtid hold ipon bis grace, as upon the horns 
wet an altar: Ifay, when this is done, thenis chat 


nun Oalcience. which was bad,become purely good ; 
mageod when we can refle&t upon what we have 
4 qgpone, chen do they become not only pure but 
mgpeaceable, and confequently good upon all ac 
ig OURS. Now I {ce not what notion can be 
¢ ngmore comfortable to. thofe that have brought a 
uf pad confcience into a bad condition than this, 
hat a conf{cience extreamly bad may be made 


ood : that which is impure may become very 


Tecate we SUS rarer Cakes ae ad 
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ute ; and that which is unquiet, may. become 
tid jalm and peaceable, yea full of joy and tri- 
1m h. . 
Mi | This premifed, I think it no hard matter to 
Li cll many_a man how he maybe much more 


Jappic ina mean and impoverifhed condition, 
han he had wont to be in midff of all his pleary 


ted : : 
MM Nad profperiry. Get but a good confcience in- 


mon MO ie 5 
ad tead of a bad one:. Ger buc-peace within, (vz. 
Mm Phat peace which paffethal! underftanding:) ger | 
ivi } £ r=) 

- pat the pardon of thy fins,and the well-groun- 
fed perfwafion of that/ patdon: get bur a vi- 
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56 
fion of thy fins as sawed in“the red {ea of | ji 
Chrift his blood’: get but to look upon God as fees 
thy friend and father, and upon. death as none |» 
of thine enemic (and where it is no ehemy, itis 
and willbe a great friends ) ‘gec’but che Spirit of 
God to witaels with thy (sirit thet thou art, che 
childe‘of God get, but this for thy trejoycing 
which Paalhad , ‘vz. the teltimony of thy come) 
{ciencé, 8¢c, and lec ‘me be miferable’ for thee) 
if thou who. haft wanted thefe things in times 
palt, when thou hadi the world ac will , ‘whem 
once pofleft hereof, doft not become more ‘ha 
pie io the enjoyment of meer food and raimenty 
than ever thou wert formerly,when waters of a 
fullcup were wrung out unto thee. Some have 
faid , Bread and the Gofpel are good cheere? 
It is'as true, that brown bread and a good cons)’ 
fcience are fo. -He that hath thofe two, will 
finde no caufe he hath to complain. And as che 
Prophet peaks, {2.3 3,24. The inhabitant (hall 
not fay. 1 am fick: ‘the people that dwell therem (hal 
be forgives thes iniquity s {O-neither Will Maen ree 
pine that they ate poor and defpicable , ‘and oF 
therwife affliated if they come but once to know 
tor certain chat they are pardoned. 

The true reafonswhy many men dy want ‘é 
many outwa rd good: things. As fauely, fo much 
wine,fo much company,fo much rectéation, &@ 
is becaule chey war bercér conf{ciences: had they 
more of a g004 con{cience, co cheare and to res 
frefh them,they would need lefs of other things 
If Saal had nor been poffeffed with anevil (oil 
ric, he had nor wanted David co have plaied ta 
him ‘usanthe Harp. * Sam. 16. 16: One fairhy 
that the Ufe of A mickea thas is 4 contivnal Dvere 
\ [0M 


; 
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| aH | | 
D fos? “If men were not wicked, they would not 
| need che one halt of thiofe diverfions which they 
| betake themfelves to , as reliefs apaintt che fling’ 
WM) of ‘ain evil ‘confcience.* Norableis that counfel” 
WD ofthe Apofle, Eph. 5.18. Be not drank, with wine, 
| wherein is excels: but be ye filled with the {pirite 
| Vig) ‘waking melody in- your hearts to'thé Lord, 
‘ Wher men want the comforts of'Gods Spirit, 
| aod melody in their own heatts,° they would 
fupply chardefe&, if they knew how,with more 
| than Ordinary refiefhments, from ‘thofe ‘good 
‘B comforts of God which do gratifie and enter- 
| cain their fenfes ; and thence probably it isthac 
St) Jade goines thofe two together 5 Jude 19. 
Sen{wal,baving not the Spirit. They that frequent~' 
ly ufé Cordials, ‘are fuppofed to be apt to 'faint- 
- ings? for others had rather tet rhém alone, Wine 
is obferved to be'a narcorick or ftupifying thing, 
( witnefs che pronenes of men to fall afleep 
i) When they have drunk freely of ir) and itis to 
wh be feared, that many doufe ic but.as opium fo 
confcience. ‘Now as Phyfitians fay , che body 
is much endangered by the over- frequent ufe 
of opiates, natural Opiates} fo is the (oul mach 
more by thofe things which caft ir for the: pre- 
{ent into a dead fleep ; for they do but Keep that 
wotm from gnawing at che prefent,which will 
after wards:gnaw fo much the more, and never 
die: ftupifying things remove nora difeafe, but 
fix info muachthemore. | “a 
{ fee then;O Lord, what men mult do if they 
would not only think themfelves happy, but 
be foindeed, if chey wou'd.nor belike bungry 
men thar dream they eat, bur. finde themfelves 
empty when they awake, of thirfty men that 
| dream 


| 


sai re seh Seannt te Salar aaSomannesee Seremeeey 


Pi Mh t0 AL od tae ha mn 


cores: 


gree ere ter en 2: 


ie! | 


8 ei i 

dream. of drink’, ‘but awake. and finde-them~ | mist 
felyves deceived. J/a.29. 8. If they.would feaft | woul 
in good eatneft, ic mult be by means of a good | bred! 
and quiec confcience.. That men may. want | wil 
though they have houfes full of Gold and Silver: —} bo 
thatmen may.have, though Gold aud Silver 4) wih 
they, ave none.. Ruiches cannot give ic : poverty |) 1 lit 
cannoc’ binderit. E am or would be at a point, J} fon, 
whecher my body feaft-acafl, more or lefs ; buc 4} sate 
for my, foul, I defire nor only a good meale. J} Jed 

- now andchen, bur chat continual feaft of acon= 7) mit 
{cience both pure and peaceable. I prefer chat 4} {y dy 


*| to all the far fecche and dear bought varieties of 9) {4 ¢ 
: fith, flefh, aad fowle,which are at.Princes tables, 7) more 
i] | I fee chen men need not bid-adieu to feafting, or |} our! 
4 reckon upon a bare commons after all the fpoile | yell 


this fire hath made. .They need only change | ax 
} their diet for. that which is.much becter than } jo? 
i i they had wont to live upon, and they may feaft 4. 7; 
| | hereafter ten-times for once they did hereto- |} they 

. fore, and b2 faid ina nobler fenfe than ever 7} }}y 

| Dives was,to fare f{umptuouflie every daye Peace | in, 
of confcience is a feaft of fat things, full of mar- | dif 
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{ vow, and of wines on the lees wellrefined, ask may 7 a 
{ i allude to l/a.25.16. i) may 
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Of getting and living upon a frock, of [piritaal com 
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S itfareth with children whofe nurfeshave | 
FX milk enough in both breafts, but one is 
gets a much 


| (59) } 
much hardet.tobe drawn than the others. they 
‘would willinglie lic. alcogether or moftlie at rhac 
breaft which may be drawn with moft eafe: fo 
with many.Chriftians who.have an. intereft 
both in Spiritual and temporal things, where- 
with ro folace themfelves,thcy ate too too prone 
to live upon the breaft of their worldlie com- 
forts. which may be fuckt (as it were) by fenfe ; 
rather than. upon that of their Spiritual privi- 
ledges and; advantages ; which breaft ¢ though 
much the {weeteft and fulleft) can no otherwife 


at be drawn .chan by. the exercife of faith, Now 


fad expetience convittceth us; that it is much 
more hard to exercife our. faith, than to ufe 
- ourfenfes ; even as to, draw water out of a deep 
_ well wich a heavie bucketsis nothing like fo cafie, 
as to fetch it out of a ciftern, where ‘tis buc turn- 
ing the cock and the work is done, | 
The objects. of faith arethings remote, and 
the eye.of faith is in its kind more weak than 
that of fenfe; and to.a weak cy¢ ic is much 
more difficult. to view things that are at a great 
diftarice,than thofe that areneer athand. _ The 
advantage of a high place, aclearday, and (it 
_ may be). of a profpective-glafs to boot, may 
be all lictle enough to make us difcerne thofe 
things which are afat off: but without any fuch 
helps, we can eafily e{pie thofe things which are 
clofe by us ; as. are che objeéts of fenfe compared 
with thofe of faith. Why did that good man 
cry out, Lord'l believe, help thou my anbelief? Mark, 
) 9.94.) but that he found difficulty. in the ex- 
ercile of faith > How cameit. to pafs that Chrift 
upbraided his eleven Difciples.all at once for 
_theix unbelic! 2? gAsark 16.14. but for the fame 
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reafon? "They ‘did: nor’’betieve'thofe ‘that faia 
they had {eei'Chrif; after he was ‘rifen' (though 
he had cold‘them'he would rife again'thée third 
day ), but'had‘they'feen him thetnfélves they 
would hot have doubted of ir. © 1 1e 

The’ exercife of our faith is oppoféd by: fia 7 
and‘fathan ; {ois not che ufe of our fenfes. Now 
men ake it’ no eafie-thing to fet faich’on 
work, ‘and'to keep that ‘hand inure, and in 
action, without which they cannot fetch inthe 
comfort of their {piricual priviledges (for the # 
Scripture {peaking of Chri {aith’; In‘ whom bes © 
lieving,'we rejoyce'; intimating , that without | 
faith there can be no true'rejoycing in Chri’) 
and {peaking of faichjfaith} that Faith is the [ube 
france of things hoped for, and the evidence ef things 
not feen; implying’, that {uch things’ are no o- 
therwife reallized: and evidenced to us than by 
faith, and-confequently no orherwife the matter 
of out joy than asfairch makes them fo.° I fay, 
men finding it (o hard’ a' work to’ believe, and 
to fetch in their comfort’ that way ; too ‘often 
content themfelves with that meaner and lower 
kind ‘of comfort, which more ecafily fBws in 
uponthem , and which doth as it were follow 
them as the rock » meaning the waters out of 
the rock are faid to have followed the Ifraehtes 
in the wildernefs. °° Hence ‘it is that whilft the 
world {miles upon them, they are apt like the 
fool in the Gofpel, to fing requiems to their fouls, 
becaufe ‘they have laid‘up'in ftofe for many 
years, and their barns ‘ate full. And hence ic is 
that when God doth fttip' {uch men of earthly 


-enjoyments , and.as it were dry upthatbreatt ; 


even many good men‘ate for che prefent ata 
very . 


‘gt el ’ | 

very great, lofs + not: that they want intere in 
better things than ate taken, from thena, but be- 
caufe they have difufed themfelves trom ‘fucking 
at that harder, but {wecter breaft, which’ God 
-hath provided for them, and doth alwayes con= 
tinue.to them. They have tiotaccuftomed them- 
‘Telves to live by faith, and now they are to feek 
how to doit, Thefe men‘ of might for the pre- 
| fent cannot finde their hands. As.wesrow up 
we forget to fuck, becaulée ‘we havenorufed it 
of a longtime, and foin this cafe, 

_. How neceflary is tt thenfor Chriftians, even 
whilft eatthly enjoyments laft, to inure them- 
{elves to live, dpon the hapes and expeétations 
‘of heavenly good things? “As Popith Priefts put 
| “off the Laity with but one element, giving them 
|. ‘the bread‘in the Sacrament, but denying them 
the Cup Cwhich is as due to.them, and rather 
| “pore refrefhing: ) fo do many ferve themfelvess 
| feeding upon the bread of their temporal poffef- 
| “fons, whilft they refrain the wine of thole blef. 
| “fed hopes and expeStations (as toanorher world) 
-which belong unto them.* But how.much better 


were it for them to reccive in’ both kinds 2? Ie is | 


“good (as our Proverb faith). for.men to have two 


firings to their bowe, What tear heire contents” 


ohimfelf, with, thinking only of ‘that {mall allow- 
ance which he enjoys,- being uncer age,and doth 


not pleafe himfelf'with muafing how much srear- 


er things he.islike.to enjoy hereafter > who.that 


‘bath’borh Viol aad Lute,andcan play excellently 
upon- both, would. let bis’ Lute , which'is the 
_{weeter inftrument of the two,hang by the walls 


and ue his Viol only, becau‘ethar is eafier to be 
played. upon of the two? Who would pluck 
3. ae | ouly 
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1 ce cy a.) Ame ans t. 
only the fowrith grapes which are atthe bottom git 
of his Vine, becaufe they are next at hand, and @it™ 
mean time neglect thole tipe clufters, which Jats! 
are at the top, becaufe he cannot reach therm fj iti 
without a ladder, and the pains of climbing ? § sii! 
he enjoyes. not the one half of what he might, § Pd! 
who lives only ot moftly upon the worfer half ff {10 
of his enjoyments; like aman that fhould al- gil 
wayes live in one_of his houfes, every way lefs qty 
convenient and pleafant, and fuffer another thac §jai!!’ 
doth far tranfcend it to ftand alwayes empty. sf 

To what end hath che fpirit of God made any J} 
of .is.to know ‘the things that are freely given 
us of God, if we folace not our felves with the 
remembrance and confideration thereof > even 
then when God hath filled our cup with worldly 
good things, if not‘made irto run.overs Should 
we.draw waiters from thofe upper Springs whilit 
the neather fow plentifully? and‘are we nor as 

“much ‘or’ more concerned to’ do, it; when the 
neather (pridgs are dried up ? ‘when the Fig-tree 
‘bloflomes noc, and there is po herd ‘in the ftall, 
"weeunto-s if we knownorthen (at leaftwife 
“then)how torejoycein the Lord ;’ and joy in the 
God of our falyation : haft thon intereft in bet- 
“ef things, and wilt thou not live upon the com- 
fort of them? no not at atime when thou halt 
nothing elfe in effe& to live upon? what had be- 
come. of David at Ziglag, if hehad not excorra- 
“ged himfelf in the Lord his God? Sa. elfewhere, 
“when David’ {aw his houfe declining; (which 
“made him fay; though my houfe be not fo with 
Gog) did he not comfort himfelf with this,ehac 
¥et God’ had made with’ him, an everlafting 

“Covenait ?: who brisigs not gut hisold gold and ji 
ptecious 
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| precious Jewels to help himfelf withall, when all 
stl | he had befidesyis {pent or taken away ? fhall all 
lit} creatures be Wifer than we? Dogs know their 
itt! remedies when furfeited,vi, that they call Dogs 


rafs«’ and Toades, when poifotied, theirs (viz, 
lantane ) and fall to them, if they be to be had. 


} Is not an intereft in {piritual things, if wehave 


‘that, the only relief we have in the lofs of all our 


| temporal comforts? and fhall we not make ufe 
| of itp if a ‘man have white bread to eat, would 
he fuffer himfelf.to be ftarved, becauft he hath 
ino brown? will he keep ic up in his Cup-board 


“when he hath nothing elfe'to eat? if youhave 


a fort of comforts to liye: tipon, befides  thofe 


which are taken from you, live upon ‘them: 


y} never lic down and die whilft you have where- 
withall to live; yea and to live nobly. 


A ftock of well-grounded {piritual comforts, 


-a | Ora well-bortomed hope of glory will mainrain 
ef a@ mian at a great rate, though he have’ little 


velfe ; yea like a Prince, if ic be well improyed. 
“Have you not known meh ‘live chearfully and 


ef joyfully upon the expefance of great chings in 


‘reverfion, though they have’ had but litele in 


BP pofleffion ? One would thinkthe affurance (or 


- what is next to it) of a Crown and Kingdome,. 
after a fhort time of {sffering, fhould raife and 


«PB tevive us more than che prefert fruition of a 

.B great Lordfhip, being all that ever we look for. 

f He that upon Scriprure-gtounds believes: him- 
ti felf-to be an heir of heaven, let him buereflea 


a 
ne § 


i0U 


iit | Upon what he believes, and: that alone will be'a 


4 @ heaven to him upon earth, : 


But do I nor hear fome fay, they want a fleck 


af Of fpiritual comforts, or grounds of comfort ; 


they 


Setieitentineiodia ete aeeaclnieere e x 


they, have no. upper springs to fetch water from, . 
none of thofe Rivers which make glad the City 
of God, .and therefore it isthactheir hearts faile § 
them) in.an evil day, Yea, doubrlefs therefore it Hyd! 
“is char, their’ beants,do faile chem,’ becaufe they 
either) have nor) ar incereft, in God, ot if they 
have,-chey know itngt, Now.as that holy man’ Brhio 
faid'tovhis friend touching aflurance, verily af- Bille 
furance-is.to.be had, rand: what, have we been do- Bie 
ing all this.while?  fo:fay Iro.you, verily an in- fh jy 
tereltiin: God is.to,be;had, and fee that you Ja- 
boutfor ice; (Is'was a great fault and ovethight Fic 
net telook after it, whilt webad a confluence off; 
oilier, good) things :.,but- now, other things ate fyi 
taken away, ic were ucrer madoelsto neglect ite fii, 
From shistime forward make it chy bufinels to fy 4: 
ger.an intevelt in.esernal mercics,..the fure mere fy) 
Kies) of, David, and.to, koow that thine interelt; } 
-and.them live upon the comfott of its end then 4 
thou shatinever hadft it before,though God have 
“galt tree (1as,itwere) from, the throne to the fi. 
dunelils, even upoathat dunghill fhale thou live |, |: 
-beeser than ever thou,didft inall thy, life before. | be 
-Doubtiels.a man may live more.happily upon a fu, 
-gteat, deale- of | Affanance » having but a {mall 
pierduceiof otberthings, than upon.grcat. abun} 
dance of worldly.cnjoyments, having little or 
mp aeeancea sista: odytased: supin. | 
\Q-Lordmy heart deceives me,ifthe.confolati- |}. 
ons of God be. {mall with me (orinmy accompt) ff, 
‘£olcould not live more.contentedly upon bread Jy 
-anid water, withicalling and election made fure,’ J." 
than they who have theit.pottion in. this life,do [| 
when theig Cornand.Wine increafe. Oh why, J.’ 
do)T-prefs no harder aitet that. which I take my) oh 
% €1! - 
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h Bif'to Have‘ fo fe a Wale fot > Thatis the 
: oly ‘thing that makes me fear, leaft my ‘heare’ 
\ Mould-in this'cale-deceive:mé. ‘Bor it is:tice that 
pod hath been wanting to-incourage the endea- 
ours of mer in’ purfuice of {picitual and eternal 


nos boc wotild'be in vain’; for hath henotde- 
pared he isa rewarder of all them that feek’him 
a Higently ? and’ that to thens'who by patient contints 
Vice tz well dovne feek glory,, he will give eternal life, 
Poms. And what more could have been taid? 
T fee then there arethree forts of men.’ Some 
ave mattef and Sround-work for {pirical joy, 
{par will ndt take'pains to-improveics they have 
‘lids ic were) the breait 1 their mouths, bur wall 
"Pot draw it, béeaufe the milk is hard to core 
mM yot that is, they have good evidences for heaven, 
Wat’ will not trotible themilelves to clearthem up; 
“nd to,be ever and anon reviewing and reading 
Laie em over. —Lsord if Ibe one of them, giveme 
» WM) fe@how- much I{tand, and have ftood in my 
i light, how much I have leflened my:come - 
ve bts by srudgins my paines; how I might have 
liSubled andetébled my joyes; if the taule:had 
ulfpe been my Ow, others there ate chat content 
rem fel ves witha portion inthis lite: fecing and 
howing thenifelves-as yerto have noviarcreftin 
fetter things.< Lord how ‘defperately do they 
peventare 2-how great ia hazard do: they run? 
WE death fhould° come ‘and ‘finde ihem: proyi- 
Hed only for this prefent World, what would be- 
WoRne-of them? And yee tere isa fort‘of'men | 
N5tc‘defperate than thele, ‘(if more can be) and 
ley até thofe who ate deftitute: of this World’s 
OY Boodchings, and-yer in have'an UE in 
| pid 
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fpiritual comforts, nor yet tegard to have any... 
God hath taken the World from them, and poli’ 
fibly willnever give it them again, do. whatthey} | 
can, and yer they, look not afcer thar, bettep. 
portion that can sever be taken away from 
them. >To fuch I may fay, not.only what wilP | 
they..do in their latter: end, but, what will they?’ 
doiat-prefent, whas fhife can they, make fo aid i 
as for. the prefent?..can, men live of nothing yt” 
without-either-heayen, or-earth, God,or the crea" 
ture, comforts for cither-foul or’ body? when” 
arethey but in hell, iwho.are neither in heavetp’”’ 
nor yeruponithe earth, 2'(in the Worid I mean, 
Surely fuch-men,care not .what becomes 9) 
themy:::) Leanne better compate them to. anyf™ 
thing than toa thip.turned adgift ina mightyp! 
fiormz;, whofe Pilot fteeres her nolonger, buf)‘ 
expofethiher ta the-mercy of winds and waves ay 
andivocks, and fands, and it is athoufand to om" 
if ever’ the get fafeto harbour. Lord of 4M forgy?” 
of meén,. lec mebe none of this laft.. Let me [és 
cureone-World at leaft, and if but one, let.ai) 

be the World to.come.. The-more thou abridg: 

eft meot earthly comforts , the more infatiabitl.,. 
let: me be in my defires of thofe that are heaven} 
ly:?: ‘fhe more hungry thoukeepeft me, as to4 
(upply of earrhly:things, the more,thirfty, let ae 
bev.aftet thofe rivets of. pleafure, which are al 
thy right: hand-for-éver more... O- Lord, if | 
wanva ground-work for {piricual joy, a root a)“ 
peace within my felf, let me want it no longer)“ 
if -[-have:a. foundation for joy within me, but"! 
know it not: ob. thou who haft given me to-haye 
it, give’ me. alforo know it; and whea I ond)”. 
know it, give: m¢ often to-review and recollea), ) 
1 ha 
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lyp(Gits ‘CO ruminate and ‘chew the cud upon ic, ‘thar 
ey Hmay enjoy the {weetnefs of that, whereof } 
bgt really poflett ; that Imay eat the truit of the 
ig neyard, which thou ‘haft planted within me. 
Lord truft'me with a {tock of (piritual comforts: 
with plenty of good hope thorough grace : kifs 
me with the kiffes of thy mouth, and Jet thy 
igpanner over me beloveé,* and give me to fit un- 
mer the fhaddow of thy fayour with delight; and 
# ever L envy thofe pittiful worldlings that have 
More of thisthan heart can with, but no mote 
pt any World but this, it ever I be willing to 
hange conditions with them, (all things con- 
idered) though they be wealthy, honourable, 
iowertull ; 1 poor, mean, defpicable: let me 
#prfeic all again, yea rake thou the forfeiture of 
nye thy fpiticual comforts again, which yet I 
| er not thou fhouldft do for ten thoufand 

eVorids, 


Lies 
1 | 


DISCOURSE VIIL 


Uf its being a Great mercy to moft Men, that their 
lives are continued, though their livelihoods aré 
greatly tm paired. 


if. Have nor-forgotten the words of good Elijah 

> when he fled: into the Wildernefs for fear of 

Pe abel, who fought his life, how he fate him 
0, pwn under a Juniper Tree, and requeited for 
""Brmlelf that he might die,’ and faid, ‘Its enongh 
iw ob Lord, take away my life, 1 Kings 19. 4. 
mor yet the words of Fob to the fame effee. 
‘ap. 7, 15> Aly foul choofeth ftrangling ana death 
| F 2 rather 
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(68 ) | 
rather than lifes nor yet that peremptory anfwergi hxc 
of Foxah, when God.asked him it he did wel fhe 
co be angry for the gourd 2: who told God to highs m 
face, He did well, to- be angry, even auto death an (i 
Fouab.a,9. Thefle things are not recorded in hoe | 
nour of any of thefe three Men; but as Davtghyefor 
{peaks of himfelf ;, I faid this isimy infirmity ip in 
fo may..we fay, thele were their infirmities }jp hi 
they. were, good men, but chefe were bad exp 
preflions, and are. delivered-to.usy not! for Omlypri; 
imitation, bur for our,warning and cautionsame tpi, ; 
as the Apofle (peaks in another cafe, 1 Cor. 10.64, 95 
Thefethiags were ovr examples, to theentent me fhomlalyin 
not luft after evil things, as they alfo lufted. Bully | 
how. incident. is it ro. us to do the fame thingays, 
even to:with for death, when God hath deprivedna:} 
us of many comforts of life, which formerly wWebtinn 
enjoyed.: asif ic were not. worth, while to live bis: 
unlefs ic be in wealth,honour and profperitys “bby » 

This is {uch a pernicious erfor, thar Lam. vetghs. » 
zenxtous to confute it, and to eftablith that ufetul}y,. 1 
ptinciple which is contrary to ic;namely, that Chinn. 
e{cape with our lives is a very, great mercy}... 
though we, have no fuch comfortable livelihoody.,:, 
as. we had wont to have:.yea though a batt. , 
livelihood or meer fubfiftence be all we, haveb..j,, 
Fob{aith in one place, J am efcaped with the sku... 
of my tect, Job ¥9,-20. Meaning very, poor any 
bare: As Deodate parallels ic with a provetiiy(. 
{ome ule, that fuch a one bath nothing left bine billy, 
his tecthe, Though irmay ifeem a paradox, yeh the 
it isavery cruth ; chat ir isa great mercy to mot. 
people living under the Golpels:to efcape (vigk 
death and the grave) though it be,but with thi}, 
skia of cheit teeth +, that isin as bare a condition}, 

me gt ; 441 


il 


} 
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“as bare can Be,and lives to live, though it be 
npander poverty, difgrace, reftrainr, and many 
“pevils more. Whillt che pride and paffion of 
PMen fugeeit the’ contrary : "Nature it {elf gives 
: them the* fie, and’ vores for living, When they 
yote'for deaths as the fable of the Conntrey- man, 
moth ingehaoufly intimate, who being < weary 
Beth his busdle of fticks ; laid it by, fate down and 
pilhed for death: death over hearing him, cameand 
defied to know what he had to fay to hin. Nothing, 
“meplyed the Corixtry-man, but that thon wonlaft help 
, Bee Ap wath may burther. Shewing that he was more 
puilling to takeup his burthen ‘again, than'to lay 
‘mown: his life.» Why fhould a Man give all he 
Nath for bis life's ( Fob x. )*if life: be nothing 
Mivorth, when alla manhathisgone? ‘“Weéré the 
i Ma joyment of honour, riches, pleafire, the only 


pr the sreareftiend of life: when thofe werc-once. 
laken away,’ it would be'fcarce worth While to - 


iBve ; nay*death might be mote elégible ‘of the 
itiwo: but {eeing’ the gréat’ends of life ate firch 
MMhings, as are as much within the reach of ‘thofe 
‘iba are poor,’ defpifed, affli&ted, and that ever 
at with pleafure, as the phrafe is, 7ob-21.25,° As 
®hofe whoare rich, renowned; abounding With 
| leafates, whofe breafts ave fall of milk,,- and their 
ones morftned with marrow, who are wholly at cafe 
pnd quiet ;\as it is exprefléd, Job 21, 23,24, I 
(Way, forafmuch ‘as the great erids of fife are as 
varftable,‘and’as actainable by the former, as 
ny the latter of thefé ;-as well the afflited, as 
iishe profperous ought to look upon the continu- 
(tion of their'lives, asa-vety'great mercy. 
UE Surely the great ends of lifeare : that whilft 
WE is called to day we Thoga: iad ths things thac 
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concern our eternal peace: that we fhould feck il! va 
after God, if baply by fecking after bin we mayy™ 
finde bim ont, Atts 17.27. That we fhould lay yp! 
a good foundation for the time to come, that we mapyor ™ 
lay hold on eterual life, 1 Tim. 6.19% That wee . 
fhould now towe.what-we defire hereafter-ta}it " ” 
reape, viz. To the {pirit, that we may of the {pirit Lote 15 
reape life everlafting, Gal, 6, 8» thatme might fight, i, 
a good fight, fish a good courfe, keep the faith, 
and fo become affured, that henceforth 2 lad wp for 
20 a crown of yighteoufne[s, 2 Ti.'4.7+ Thefearé 
the things which God did principally aime at impo ™ 
beftowing life upoft Men, and to which he wouldjto,! 
have all the good things that Men enjoy, fubssfime! 
ordinated: yea and aJl their evil things roadie outs 
fome way or other fubfervienr:* thefe are thelr ¢ 
steatelt improvements that cin be made of oun’! 
lives, and the beft ufes we can turn them tog) |b: 
therefore thefe are, the great ends of, life, . Hagiti at 
«Mofes thought otherwife, he had not. effeemedit lw 
the reproach of Chrift,greater riches than the treafmresww cn 
in Egypt: or chofen ta fuffer affiittion with the peopla\Men ( 
of God, rather than torenjoy the plealares of fin. for winds | 
feafon, Heb.11.25.26. Feb. could eafily haye lsd f 
amn{wered that queftion .which, himfelf putgpiye ie 
Job 3620, Wherefore is life given taxhe bitter én fame lor lo 
which leng fer death,..which are glad when they .catel0: | 


ki 
finde the grave ? ¥ fay, he could eaGily have aneitielet 
{wered his own queftion, if he had nor been iaithey 4 
too great.a paffion’; for he knew full weltthae|they 2 
the ‘grear ends of life were. thofe that! E hayellave: 
mentioned, and, therefore refolved accordisgly mec 
that all the dayes cf bts warfare he-would wait till-be ober 
change {bould come, viz. preparing for ‘it »\ as|Dmd 
one th.t did remember, that if a Alan His a4 ts, P 


( . 
| ec eRe ee aed 
hall never lvoe ag ain, 22. to amend the errors, 
jpind to fupply the defects of his’ former’ hife, 
fob 4.140 \ Now what thould hinder butthat a 
nugipoor Man may *purfue fuch ends of life, ‘as well 
ees One thats rich: yea the Scripture {peaks, as 
i fic were harder for « rich Man of the two: 
joike 15.24. when Fels {aw that he. was ‘forvow- 
full, he faid, How hardly fall they that have viches 
filrnter into the \Kingdome of God 2. lt ws eafier for a 
cancel to gothorongh a Needles eye, than for’ a vich 
(Wan to enter intothe Kingdome of God. But if the 
Sooor man fay 3 whilft I feek the Kingdome’ of 
(God, wharthall Ido for other things in the mean 
(ime? Let him cake an anfwer from our Sayt- 
Durs mouth, A4Zar. 6. 33. Seek ye firft the Kinga 
dome of God, andthe righteas{ne[s thereof, and all 
prther things hail be added unto yor, 
|ooT haye fpoken tothe great ends of life, “and 
Mhe ‘attainablenefs of them, as well by: -petfons 
wot low as-of high degree. But alas how few 
ide compatifon’ of-the lump of-mankind, or of 
juimien called Chriftians, have yer attained: thofe 
gmends for which ‘they live. viz. have laid up’a 
leood foundation for eternity, &c. and they ‘are 
‘yet fewer who'are able to fay they have done-te. 
For fome may have attained thereunto, and yet 
Snot know it. How unfafely do they die, who 
Adie before they have attained the ends for which 
anigthey ‘did live?’ and how uncomfortably mult 
iymthey: alfo«die,who die. beforethey know they 
igh mnetcy to the greateft part of Men and Women 
sj jaro be reprieved.from Death, and from the Grave. 
_ David as good a Man as he was, beg’d hatd for 
in, eehis, Pfal. 39.13. O free me that I way rice °° 
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hymlave attairied them? Therefore I fay it isa great | 
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C72) ; i... 
frrevgth, before I go hence and be ne,.more, yet was | May 
his cendition ac chat timevery affliGed, forhe |k2™ 
faith, ;verfi'10., Remove shy Froke from: mey Tam | mot 
confumed by the blow of thine hawds: yer. 1%. wher \\a \° 
thon doft correth man for iniquity; thon makeft bis | 100) 
beauty to confumeaway lkea moths Which he feemas)| bor 
to.(peak of, as hisewa cafe at thatsime, whem fie} dc 
cried ‘out, ‘O.fpare .mebefore Lgo hences\ Tsuig i’ 
not with moft people inthe World, .as with adlg}| how 
Boyesia a School, .atarime,when\ their Mattes poe i 
is,ablent? wheitunas\almofttime.to give ovetg | 
they have {carce lookc.iato cheir books, .or dongs) thspt! 
any thing chey came. for; but iplayed. all, the) dian 
while? How neceflary is tc,for fuch Men to,live)) tome’ 
alittle longer 2? .How. {ad would: it. bey ypitly) grat, 
them, if God thouldfaycochems. assto thathes)) wai 
cure fool : This.nighe fhallthy foul berequited)) wi 
of thee > were chey: feafible of thei, own Cone) the Ms 
cernment,would not uch men prize-a littletimie)) if, i 
inthe World, asthofe poor Levellers.did, that) | rnd, 
were fhor at Burford- about tea yeats: {ince 2; OR) af lite 
that they might live bal.owe day or but one hour longeky)\ to 
to. enjoy thofe Ordizduges-of Goa, ‘whith they.had fore | Go| 
merly de[pifed:,or as fhe rhacin:horrout eried)) mikin 
Out upon her deada-bed ;\ Callptime again, calb|\ wien) 


tinse,again > Af life be neceflary. for hees::aS CHE) lines 
the:: baft nor yet attained theiehds of lifes} aan} aley 
{ure itis more neceflary forthee ghaniany-worlds)| fall; 
ly, ching) -by how.much.icis more neceflaty that) inh 
thou fhouldtt -befayed,-than-that thou fhouldft | fal, 
be-rich. or honourabie.| (1 daysif life be-mord | of 
neceMary:for thee thamxiches,and-honour,,and 

any. thing of. this,Woxld, asatis, becaule upos | pi»), 
rhat.moment eternity’ depends + shen bafttpon } 
cauie.to look. upon, it. asa gecat amexcy, and | 
to beyery thankfulh for it. May 


Ot 


i) 


| v | | 

f May itnot be faid of retin men that aredead 

'& gone,thatifthey had diedibut one year,ot one 
imoneth fooner, they: had\been| damned ? - The 
aft year, orthedlaft moneth was more to:them 
ithan-all their <Jife, before.) for that they were 

| born (I mean-born again) ‘notlong before they 
i} died.) He, thattan caufe the earth to bring forth 
Bh in one day; ane, a Nation to beborn at oncel{a66,8. 
il) Flow great a-changecanhe make in the fouls.of 
imen in aivety fhorttime ?- Yeas: I remember. an 
tBexcellent Divine of our-owa, hatha paflage.to 
ithis purpole, wz. That one day {pent ix ferious me- 

WB) ditation of God and Christ, the joyes of Heaven , ‘the 
Ol torments | of Hell. the evil of fie, the excetency of 
WH graces the vanity of the creaturesthe neceffity of rege- 
Wi) weration, and fachlike things} might contribute more 
WN to, the, coverfion and: falvation: ofa finner, thax all 
con that hath been done by hinz:imall:the time paft of by 
tin} fe 9, though poffibly he bath lived many years inthe 
Wl) world,’ We Aball never know what the worth 
0) UM of life; and.of- ime is, tillwecome to improve 
ln itto.tholé high} ends and: purpofes . for, which 
dina) God hath chiefly given 1t+);as -namely-yjunto 
ii making oun,calling andeleGion fure, 8cc.. -bué 
® whep-we have done; finding how, great:aplea- 
i( Gixéadictle timé-hath doneas,; of what unfpeak- 
| able'ufe and advantage it.hath been to uSy, we 


id fhall reckonijottr {elves more bound! to Godfor! 
vii itcthan for‘any ether temporal enjoyments, we 
ide hall chink adlicslerime (tofpeak in the language 
note Of our,Proverb)\ co, have beea worth a Kings.rane 
nd I fome.. Confider life. as.an eltate ot hope, (as Salo= 
yo wondaith, Bocde/.9..4-T 0, all-thediving there isibope) 
inf and. death tothe wicked:as/ahopelefs tate, fob 
itl 279,85. For whats the hope of the hypocrite, thougl 
May i be 
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(C74) . . 
behave gained; when God taketh aviay bis foul 2 \bs” 
andthentell me if it-be not a greac meroy, but 
toilive ? Butoh thebafe heart of man; that? will 
not fuffer himto know how ‘steat a ‘mercy life 
is, becaufeie will not ferve him to improve’ it #7 
frlife fofpent as multirudes‘of people do fpend. |} am 
cheirs, will prove-a curfe rather'than a bleffing, jy 
ast having done little! in ‘ir; but treafured up) 
wrath againtt the day of wrath, « Nor is it ever) 
tobe expected that chey will*blefs God for life, 
who have’ caufe'to ‘curle the time chat they? |angin 
Si wn (though all:chorough their own de- | 
auilt NT : | 

‘Hethat would comfort himfelt-imthe thoughts | 
of his being yeralivey ‘and take desfor a’ great. | tne 
mercy that his life (chough little elfe) is lefhim 1 yet in 
for ‘a“prey’s ‘lecihim fit down ‘and confider, | So, 
whatearnings: he may make of thactime'whichy | pul. 
islefe him: in the world, be it litle or much.s “Lf [iota 
from ‘henceforth -hefhall fer his: face cowards: |Bik, 
Ziow's fet out inthe waies of godlinefs: give up | medi 
his name to Chrift': engage in the work he ‘came’ [patio 
into'the world about: enter upon the fear of the. }foin: 
Lord, which is che beginning of wifdom 5 fet | thou: 
himfelf to feek the Lord with all his heart , or’ | iy 
at leaftwife repaire to the pool of Bethefdah,’ | alin 
and wait there for cure’ follow-on to know the? | Kwe 
Lord, that he may Know him’: ftrive to enter | ofvh 
in at the ftraight gate: 'dig for wifdom as fot | pri 
filver, and for knowledge, as for'hiddentrea-" | || 
fire's tnake ic his bufinefs that his foul may be’ }}) 
faved in the day of the Lord ;: I fay,'whol0= . [the 
ever fhall do fo; and ‘perfevere in fo doing, will: Ji. 
findefo happy a produ of that work,whereunto 9) 
hé hath confecrated and devoted the remainder: Jy 
| fy) 


i 

i 
ie 
{ 
Ni 
Hie 
) 
il 
Ue 
{| 
iF 
{ 

7 

i 

t 

+ 

4 

t 


a a rel nn an He Sle on ree aes eae Sig nm armen eterno mts SFG 


| (75) | 
ll Bof his life, as will ube him-prize and yalue one 
ik Bday fo fpent,more than.mrany daics and moneths 
Wilfiin which alliche.comfort.of his lifes (as he ac- 
lificounted it), came in by cating and: drinking,and 
‘i\!icompany-keeping; by hunting.,, hawking 5 .di- 
‘idling, carding, and-fuch like divertifements. He 
lie,Rwilllook upon thattime-as fpent in damning 
d wiihis foul (as thuch asin him lay). but the .orher 
tain faving it s and therefore he muft needs value . 
lig chis more than that.. One was a time of run- 
ley ning into debt , the other of getting old {cores 
nif paid off, or blotted-ours iand therefore muft 
needs bethe bappier time of thetwo. . One was 
‘atime-of provoking his adverfarie: the other a 
time of agreeing with -his.adverfarie whilft hes 
yet in the ways arth. 5.25. or of kifling, the 
‘Son's left hiswrath be kindled , and he fhould 


perith in che mid-way. When thou thal: begin 


‘to-take acquaintance with thy clofec, with thy 

/Bible, with thy ownheart, . with the duties.of 

| meditation, prayer, felf-examination , contem- 

'plation of heavenly things, to. which thou. haft 

formerly; been a ftranger: thou wile’ confefs 

'thow didft but then beginto: live , and thatall 

' thy. cime before,thou were but dikea:dead-body, 

afiumied and ‘éarried about by an evil {piric s 

Sc wett altogether like the voluptuous: widdows 

| of whom the Apoftie faith, thas’ the és dead whilf 
oth fhe aves. : 

| L know but one fort of menthat may reafona- 

y¥} bly, lookiaipon lifexd beefs defiteable as: to 

| them, than'death: and thanmay juftly reckon 

i} ica greatet priviledgeco die prefently , chan-co 

| hive any longer:sand they ate thofe chat canfay 


|. with Paw, 2:Corss.te Werknom that, of onr hoafe 
i oe 
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of thes tabernacle were diffolued, we bave a building 
of God, eternal in ‘phe Heavens. Stith ‘only may 
with good reafon have mortem in deliderio’,* that’ || 
is, long'to'be diffélved’: But yet chcy’alfo'mufty) 


have: vitamin patientia’, thaviis; be content’tel)) 


live, though in the midft of trouble. Bue alas, 


haw few of thefe’ are ‘there inthe Chriftian |": 


world; haw rately ‘doth ‘this flower: of affu-} 
rancé srow, evenin'the garden of ‘the Church 3) 


yea, and amongtttho(e thar ate no weeds them=-"))"" 


* 


felves? 


his*name2 ‘together’*thac we’ are” yet. “alive, 


choush ‘haply ‘ftripvof. ‘many mercies and com- 1 ve 


forts of life; which we’have formerly enjoyed, 
OLife! thou art fweet, though full of care-and 


féate’) and. hardthip,'and trouble‘om ever fides" 
bécaufe'thou are a day of ‘grace jy" time of mae 7)" 
kidg Our peace with God, and getting the’ aflu- |**" 


rarices-of hislove.o? Art’ thou yer dead in ‘fins 
atid trefpaffes 2° go to Jefus) Chrift for foul- | 


quickitings, * and thou'maift'come'to live {piri- ] 
tuially,ere thou di¢ temporally,and'be fecured }° 


withall from dying eternally, :Hath*God ‘hid 
hig face from thee hitherto ?: cake aright courfe; | 
and yet before thou’ dieft, maicft chou fee*his | 


face with joy. ‘Hach he concealed himfelf froma’ | #0 
thee hitherto’, and{poken roughly tothee,: as JM: 
Fofeph to his brethren’? (when hescalledthem 9) 


Spies) yet, ashe at laft faid to themiylam your © 
brother’ Fofep:) foumay God tous, Pam your 943. 
father. Tam he that: blotteth:out*your fins for. Jin 
mitie. owa namesefake); chough. thou hatt fe B 

this 


“Phen blefsthe Lord, O-my foul;and let all that: ] i 
is‘within me; blels his holy names “yea, let others J." 
ptaife'the Lord'witty me ;' and‘letous magnifie | °" 


(77) | 
ithis while fate in darknefs;\,and as it were in the 
region of deaths yet may the Lord be hence-for- 
| ward.a lightto.chee.; Some:render thofe words, 
WD Dent.3.4.5-Adofes. died upon the mouth of God(asone 
|. defcants) God did as it were kifs,bim into heaven s 

fo may he do.by.thee when thou commelt to.die. 
i Maieft thou not ycec-hear bim faying\to thee», -as 
B to his Church) d/4.5 4.11. Ob thon afflitted; toffed 
} with tempefts, and not comforted y Isl lay thy ones 


with fair colours , ana thy foundation with Saphires! 


Lord thou. knowelt ‘how. to. make me more 
| chankful for life without health, wealth , eafe, 
honour, liberty; friends, than ‘ever [ was for: life 
in conjun@tion with all of thefe.. Caufe me to 
| improve lite to thofe ends for.which thou haft 
'B given it; and give mea blefled fruit of that im- 
provement : then fhall I eafily acknowledge 


that meerly to live with {uch a heart, and for 


{uch a purpofe, is more valuable than without 
»this,to live and {wim in all the profits, pleafures, 
4 and honours of this world. 


| DISCOURSE JX, 
Of the comfort that may be received. by doing good 


gore than ever. 


| A Man may do’ more good -at a time when 
| he receives lefs. Noman ever received lefs. 
| good from the world (or more evil) than Chrift 
did ; yet no man ever did: more good in it, nor 
yet fo much. *He went abot doing good, Atls 16. 
38. yea,and it was meat and drink to him, John 
4.34: that isy ic)was matter of great delight and 
comfort ro him. . There is a real pleafure in 
| doing, as well as receiving gcod,Pfahxt9.165. 
| Great 
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:y 7B) | 
Great peace have they that love thy law,-and wothing | 
foall offend them. It is furely a peace which paf- 

fecy all-undetftanding,that can guard the heats) 
and mind againft all ehac might otherwile “dl 


fends David hadfaid; but juft before, Seven time 
day do] praife thee (which thews how well he 
imptoyed himfelf )\ and then-he prefently adds} 
Great peace have they that love thy Law, 1 have) 
pitthed upon this confideration;becaufe there'ate)) 
fome who fince'the Fire do ever defpaire of ever) 
receiving fo much good in aad frond the world 
agthey have formerly done: from their trades, | 
becaule they ate lefined = their eftates , becaufe | 
hey’ are impaired ; their friends, becaufe they |; 
are irapoverifhed. Now to {uch it-may be a great | 
reliefs to think chey may receive as much com- } 
fort by doing , asever they have formerly done | 
by véceivitig good: yea, and they may do as | 
Hiech good as ever they did (Ido not fay as ever ‘|; 
éiey could) when yet they receive nothing like 
fo much. Some Starsteceive lefs light from the | 
Sun...which yer give more light to the world : 
fome {maller lights are greater luminaries; fo 
ray the world be' better by us,and for us, than 
#¢°Had’ wont tobe’; when yet ‘it was never fo | 
bad (that is fo unkind and fo unpleafantto us, 
andlo ftraight-handed) as now it's. 

There are more waies of doing good than 
with a mans pure onely (though that is one | 
way in which all mult do sood that have: it.) 
Men may do good ‘with their Heads, hearts, 
tongues, pens, lives : by cheiryprayets , parts; 
graces, precepts,examples? moft men have one 
talent or other wherewith todo good, though 


fainy aye nohearts tq fe their talents,though 
they4 


| : 79 be 
they be many.and great. Men of :great eftares 
do not alwaies keep the beft houfes, or give. the 
\moft relief to their poor. neighbours. ; neither 
| are. the ableft men in any kinde,alwaiesthe moft 
|ufeful and ferviceable to the, publick.Some per- 
# fons as able. {it, may be). asthofe.that.. write Vo- 
sy. dames, have never once appeared in print; yeas 
} fome of meaner gifts have furnifhed che:-world 
Bewith many ufeful Treatifes; which fhews that 
they. who have received lefs,may do more, for 
|God, more for themfelves , more for the good 
‘ot the Church, and of the world, chanthofe 
§ who have received a greatdeal more; who it 
may. be are either over idle, or. over-bafhful, or 
too. much awed by that Proverb, That he that 
comes in print, les down and fuffers every one that 
| will to have a blow at him; being over-tender of 
i their reputations, like the delicate woman, 
‘I that for delicacie’will not fet the folé of her 
‘§ foot to the ground (left it fhould be any waies 
foiled orfullied) or hoping to feem greater by 
“concealing themfelves; like thofe Eaftern Prin- 
M"I.ces , that would not be feen of their {ubjeéts, 
it becaule they would not be known. to.be but 
Ml men... Or.as if that which Salomon faith, is the 
| way for a fool tobe thought wife, wz. by hol- 
} ding his peace, were alfo the way for a wife 
_ #man ‘to be thought wifer. It is all in all in 
ml point of ferviceablenefs, when men Of but come 
-pecent abilities do with the bleffing of God fee 
| themfelves todo.good , andto be ufeful, they 
1) ouc-ferye many chat out-fhine them; and have 
»f more comfort intwo talents wel improved,than 
others have ir five that lie dead upon their hands. 
b'§ Some are all for the Rake, that.is , what know- 
bids | | ledge, 
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) : 
‘ Jedge 3° and other’ good things they can {erape 


rogether for thenafelves ¢ but thofe that are for 


‘the Picch-fork ¢in a. good fenfe) vz... for laying | 


out; as well as laying up, fhallhave more peace. §) 
ad goodman ont of the good treafure of his heart § 6 
bringéth forth good things, Matth:t 2.35. What 

fhould a woman do with full breafts, if the ‘will | 
not fufterthem to'be drawn?) How many fine | 
childtén hath fonie one poor woman brought 
up withher own’ :breafts 5 whilft many gallant | 


daimes ‘of ‘{tronger conftitutions, and that might P"’, 


have made abler tiurfes, never gave fuck to one | 
of their own’ children? Creatures'without life | 
do.a& ad extremum viriam , the fire burns:as | 
miuch’as ever ttcan burn : but {o doth not man- | 
kindin maity cafes, becaufe we: limit the exer | 


cife‘of our power by the pleafure oftour wills: pur 
aitd'thetefore may be able to'domore good m1 Rho 
anlaffliGed, thanever we were willing todos in ua 
a pié{perous condition. The good which we ji! | 
Wecéive may refreth Gur fenfes, but it isthe good iy! 
-wé doythat will more rejoyce our confcierices. Rian 


David cells us,chat'Tu keeping Gods commands there Wi 
is-gréat reward, Pfal.ig.t1, Doing is a-kind of 

siving,and the Scriprurefaith, Jt rs 4 more bleed 
thing 'te give than to recelve. : 


LLotd, I defire nor to infitt upon it, that { may | a) 


receive as mutch good as ever (temporal good 
{ man) but oh thar thou woulaft give me bott | 
an opportunity and an heart co do. as much J 


Sood, yea mere than ever. T'wouldpray,read, fim» 


micdicate, convetfe with. God, “watch over my 


felf and othets ; warn the unruly ;comfore the Bip) 


feable minded,fupport the weak ,' fight againtt 
~e ay . : & Zug 
fin; excrcife graces fetve che’Church of Goa 

9 * more 


| (8x ): | | 
the | more-than ever s: or better than ever heretofore 5 
“or } and fo doing; dam confident ; that though my 


‘jig }) eftate and worldly -allowance be diminifhed 


| yetimny teal happinefs and comfort;fhall be much 


¥ 


| enlarged. i 


i eeteetataiintentinall 


DISCOURSE X. 


Ry if itbe not a meer fancy and conceipe 
» 4 of thine ,.that. thou doft want any thing, 
Pur cafe no man in the world had any thing 
yi etter cham what thou haft: no better meat to 
if in (2at, or cloathes to weare, or houfe to dwellin; 
o,i@(Wouldt thou then finde any faule wich thine 
hwepawn ? or would it not ferve thy curn very well ? 
sco! If thy reall wants were unfupplied, thou wouldft 
aces be fenfible of them, though every body elfe 
\impwere under the fame wanr, If there were a 
doffamnine upon the Land, thou wouldft feel han- 
id per’as much. as if no body. were depri- 
' fed of bread but thy felf, when indeed every 
wpody were iff the famecafe. But if thy condi- 
wi fion: be fuch, as doth therefore only feem bad 5 
iwi eeaute others have that which. 1s better ; “thor 
viper but fancy-fick,and under felf-created mifery. 
nj [hos walkelt in avain fhadow, and difqmeteft thy 
ony (ee 40 vain, P{al,. 29.6, Thou wouldett be well 
_ ie pnough, if thou couldft but fee and believe itis 
st P Well. with cheeas itis. Crede quod habes & 
ei pdbess Meer fancy caufeth neither, good nor 
a G evil 
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- evil'really to exifty:mo more thamcolours doin: 


che Rainbow's Ck thole things -which meet us: 

only in out dreams. Are not ‘the riches of rich. | 
meit‘a ftrong‘cower' in their imagination ? buty 
are they therefore really fo?yea,are-they nochke| 
birdsthat take wing and flic away? Let amelan-§ 
cholly man! read of all forts of difeafes incident 7 
to the body ofaman,and prefently he conceits he # 
hath themvall? But iste thetefore ant Hofpital, § 
ot a.Pandore’s box of all difeates, becaufe he fan=: 

cieth himfelt fo to be’2, Was that mad man in 

che Comedy robd of ally reall happinels when} ; 
‘cured, who-in his diftradtion fancied. himfelf a: 


* Prince, and therefore when’ he came to himnfelt® 


ctted, Out, Rea me occidi ftis-amich non fervaftis. YOu : 
have not curéd mie; but uadone me. i 
Paiicy can inake Homan truly poot,or hungtyss 
ér naked 5 or deformed 5 though itmay makel 
chert réally miferable, by a falle fuppofition of 
auy-or all of thefe. © For a "shan to think hime) 
felt nor to have enoush , onély becaufe orhersy 
Have more, is futh’a kindof deception, as if aul 
dai of fufficient ftacure flanding by a giant) 
fhould think himfelf tobe a dwarte. If we have) «i. 
enough, what matter is it who-hath mire Why} 5: 
fhould our eye be evil, betauife ‘Gods eye 
good > If you think that others having more 
éclipfeth you (and therefore thou art afraid whew 
one is. made vich, and when the-glory of bis houle # 
increafed, Pfal. 49016. then it fhould {eem thow 
att hot content with the’ world tor ule but 
Wouldit have it for {plendor; ‘and to-glory im, 
Nowé tliat is forbidden, Fer.9'23. Thus faith che 
Lord. let not the vich man glory his riches >" Bak 
bet him that glorieth glory in this, that ta 
ro " ana 


fa 
; 


fiandeth me, &c. If the world were anymat- 
ter of gloty, if men. could really thine with 
the beames of the world;. (asa wite is faid és- 
cere radiismariti) it is the manifett. pleafure of 
God,that fo far forth they fhould out-fhineus,to 
whom he hath given more.of theworld than 
to our felyes. Either thou haft better things 
than chofe.of.this world to glory in,-or rhou 
haft not: If thou haft not, thou haf the one 
thing neceflary to look after, inftead, of vying 
wich others about the glory of this. world (which 
is bit a mecr Scheme or fantatic, or piece of pure 
pageantrie.). And if thou_haft incéreft in. better 
things, thou doft out-fhine many others inthe 
fight of God, and ia real worth; and therefore 
haft no.caufe to envie thofe (whom all things 
confidered) thou doft out-fhine ; but to be yery 
contented and thankful. If then thou would{t 
behappy, abftraét from fancie, undeceive thy 
felf, know whenthou art Well. It is eafier to fill 
thy belly than chine eye.Nature may quickly be 
{atished : but fancy is infatiable. - 

Lord give mre to make Agurs.choice,and to be 
pleafed with it when [haye done,zz,nort to have 
riches (which fome have, and others thirft atcer) 
but to be fed wirh food. convenient... | 


DISCOURSE XI: 


Of neey Relations and F ri¢nds being greater cons forts 
each té other, than they had wont'to be,: 


Ne of the belt waies that I know for the 
sreat lofs fuftained by the late Fire (and all 
ies : G2h" > other 
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(84) 
other'temporal loffesto be made upto us,is, by 
promoting a Brief (as it were)amongft relations 
and fttends (if ic may take) to contribute to the 


‘repatation each of other: which mayfeem a great 


patadox s that thofe who have been mutual and 
joynt-fufterers,thould be recruited by a colleCtion 
made amongit themfelves. Bur-fo it is, the 
wives may greatly help to repair what their huf- 
bands have loft; husbands what their wives’ 
childred the lofles of their parents ; and parents 
the loffes of their children; fervants the lofles of 
theit mafters; &c. My meaning is, let each of 
thefe, give themfelves to be more ufeful and 
coinfortablé’ cach to other in the ‘relation, in 
whichthey ftarid one to another , and the con- 
tribution they {hall make in fo doing, will be 
véty°‘confiderable ; even in proportion to fo 
steat’ a lols, The comfort or‘difcomfort of a 
telation ‘(fuch as it may be} may figaifie more 
thahthe gaining or lofing a great part of an 
eftare, it hor the whole. How miany good pa- 
rents would chearfully patt with more than hal€ 
of their eftates,on condi ion they might be able 
to fay ot fome one or more of their bad chil+ 


Gren, as that father of ‘his returning prodigal? - 5 


Luke 05.34. This my fon was dead, and is alive; 
was loft, and is found. The milerable confequen- 
ces of this dolefulleft of fears, never coft fome 
parents half thofe fighs and tears , that the mif- 
Catriages .of fome one.childe hath done’: nor 
would it refrefh them. fo much to fee London 
once again in its former glory , asto fee their 
children brought inte an eftate of grace. When 
patents have been for feveral years cogether (as 
it were ) inthe patigs of a travelling woman, 

which. 


A whic 


Whe 


85 ) 

which isthe Apoftles metaphor, (35 Siva ) 
What would they notgiveto be delivered and 
to fee the travel of their fouls? Let children 
that were formerly otherwife, but become hume 
bles ferious,' contented , diligent, dutiful, and 
above ‘allyntruly religious , evidencing . the 
power of godlinels to be in them; their pa- 
rents tharare fuch, will eafily acknowledge 
thar God: hath given them more in their chil- 
dren; than he took trom them out of ‘their e- 
ftatesy though they loft many ihoufands. by the 
fire. . If evet:children that: have almoft: broke 
their parents hearts, may fo cimetheit Reforma- 
tion and Repentance, «as to do their parents as 
much good. as they have done rhem hurr, now 
is the time if they fhalllabour tocomfortthem 
after fo great alots, by giving them occafion:to 
celebrate their birth- day, (I mean theday: of 
their new birch)whillt they are yet in mourning 
for the deftruction of Loxdox. Surely the foukof 
a'childe to a-religious parent is more than the 
glory of a City. tae rid 
Can yoke-fellows do nothing towards .repai- 
ring che:loffes each of other? What if husbands 
and wives fhould more ftudy. and -prattice the 
duties of their re{pective relations ? what if they 
fhould pleafeeach other more for their good, to 
edification? what ut there fhould.be a. mutuall 
contention between them , which fhould-love 
| -and oblige the other moft, and nocontention but 
_ .thae?. what if they fhould bear, more witheach 
- others infirmities, and. {eek the comfore of 
each others hives,as of their own ? what if) they 
fhould frive which of them fhould bear the lofs 
moft patiently, and. moft, Chriltian-iike ..and 

G 3 fhould 
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(36) 
fhould ‘moft comply with the law of their new 
4nd mean condition:? what if bad: husbands 
fhould ‘henceforth’ become good's::and good 
husbands'berter's and wives the like 3 »wouldae 
no wales. compenfate the lofs which, hath been 
{uftained ? Surely. iwiwould: veryamuch ;..yeas 
thofethar know how gteat 2 crofs femie mafters 
have hads;and have in their fervantss what with 
Rubboronels, negligence,uafaithtulnels, 8 other 
il qualities ;\ctpecially thofe thac have matters 
of great truft to employ them in) cannot but 
think i¢ would greatky comfort them: after theit 


loffes, if thofe fervantsof theirs, Onefimus-likey | 
fhould ‘of uoprofirable:becomeprofitable, and _ 


of rebels converts: If every family:were furnt= 
fhed with loving yoke-fellows, carrying: (as it 
were): one foul intwo bodies, dutiful-and gras 
cious children; diligent and faithful fervants, 
fhould they weate,and fare, much more meanly 
than they!did :heretofore , yet would their lives 
‘béanach more happie than they had wont to be. 


If there be any Relations fo bad they: cannot 


mend (as Lhope there is nor )or any fo good 
they «iced not: mend) +( which? Pivery much 
doubr) thiscounfel dorly not cottcern them: but 
if ricithet'y: thew is:itayood: éxpedient for eve- 


ry. family in’ fome'meafure tosepaire their lof-. 


fesiby # and howdo bwith it maybe put in‘ptar 
Bider >: heel HIND 

<Lord:thowhaft told: us chata Wrother. 15 bome 
for abterfity, Prov. 2074 {0 isa husband,a wile, 
2 paretitya childes >Gtam Lordythatiwe may all 


“walk in the feveval cétadions ia which we ftand, 


fo like perfons both 68 ait our ferifucla time of 


that 


advorfitic asthisyhawe may lielp to makeup — 


| (87) : ) bi \ 
that breach each for others which. thy, righteous 
Jhand hath: made-upon us all, one ee 
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+ | ive we not heard fome patents (ince this 
| & A Fice, bitterly cryiig out,” Alas! ‘what fhall 
| they do for theix poor childten # They are orown 
iB. Ups. and ready for portions to difpofe inthe 
| world ;..and their potions , “the fruit of many 
yeats cate,and fore trayel., were hot long fiace 

As ready, forthem: but incame the Fire hike)a 
piany retrefthed: with wine ;" mighty to’ fui ‘his 
Tace, and {wept them all away. And now whére 
Mall they. have <ftocks for their fons ‘that were 

» apout.to fet, up. for ‘chemlelyes ? wheré “fhall 
they have portions for their daughters to belttow 
then, io matriage ? wherewithal fhall they 
breed theit younger children like themifelves; aS 
they have done the ref?’ To them that ask'thefe 
icftions., give. me, leave to, anfwer ‘thus ¢” If 
your children, want nothing “lfc but hanforrie 
breeding, as to curious works, Mufick, Dantiag; 
and suchlike 5 if your (ons° want norhiitgs but 
sreat ftocks.to {et up thei Trades; arid: Your 
daughters nothing but fo. many hundreds to 
prefer,them to.tich husbands, you are happy. pa* 
rents. Fotifthat be all they want, they imuft 
needs. be poftetied of the dné thing netéifary, 
of that. better part which Mary chofe for het 
emer rs G4 falf, 
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en COE) | 
felf, that can néver be taken away from them. | 


If fo, though your affiGion ‘be'great ,yerrthie Mitt 


mercy fhewed you in reference to them, 1sfo | 
muclr greater, that itis a fhame for yotrto make } 
any great complaiiire But ifyoufay that your 
children are fome of chem ftark naught, manie ¥} 
feftly in the gall.of birternels y, and. band: of, ini- | 


quity ; others of them cowardly, yet. bur flen= aie 
derly hopeful for matter of grace:- I am fure @uhe 


by.yourown confeffion. there is fomething in- j 


compatablie more needful, than ftocks and por= jit! 
tions co be fought out for them, as to which Gry 
you. may take as cfréCtual a care, and make’ as iim: 
{ufficient a provifion (all your lofles norwith- dict 


ftanding ) as if no fuch thing had ,ever befallen 
you,’ And.what-is ‘ir, but thac your’ children 
may become wife unto falvation,, that they may 
know the God of their fathers and wgdy ferve him 


with a perfelt beart, and with 4 willing mind; as Wy 


David exhorteth, Salomon, % Chron. 28-9. ‘That | 
the-difobedienc. may be reduced to’ the wifdom 
of the jut , tharrhey may be botnagain, and 
may. be found in € Arif having the righteoulnefs 
of God, which is by-taith : In a‘word , thae 
they «may attain thar holinefs, without'which no 
man {hall {ce the Lord, For this care God tom-= 
mends Abrahams Gen. 18,19, 1 kvow Abraham, 
that he will commana.his children, and bis honlpeld 
after tim, and they (hall keep the, way of the Lord, 
ec, As for giving your. youriger children high 


and genrecle breeding : may not that be fpared? . i; 


it God bath taken. away the eftates yout had 
provided for them, what would 'fuch breed- 
ing co, but raile their {pirirs above what ftheir 
condition is like tobe, as the cafe flow na oe 
an 


[9 


OO. BRB BC 
abd may nota plainer education better fic them 
for that courle of life, to'whichthe providence of 
‘God is like to call them? As for your elder chil+ 
dren, ‘either'they are thofe bad ones you {peak 
{ot ‘Of, vhofe ‘Children of Belial, and why: fhould 
tail) you “covet ‘great eftaces for them ? would they 
‘biel nod confumne them upon their’ lutts ? ‘would not 
‘luel he’ profpetity°of fuch fooles flay them ? (as 1c 
{it} hath done many others): and would not all thofe 
§ Ws) preat things be converted” by them either.into 
poe} thie lufts'of the fleth, or the luft of the eye, or 
ibid) the pride of life >: As fer thofe of ‘your chiidren 
kt] chat are now ‘towardly,’ but not religious ; el- 
wit | CHEE they ‘will’ come: to have grace In times 1or; 
tka} foe 221 nor, there will bea {maller accompt to 
lita | ive for a(malteftate, than fora great one, and. 
maj | ie’ may be lefs-of'a (nare in ie 3 baton the. orher: 
lin | hand 2 if God fall firft or laft beftow his faving 
a | Stace; cither’n your childien. thar are meerly 
That Etvil, or on thern that are prophane, or.en both; 
(om PttOublet not Your heads any: further about them, 
and | Sodlitiefs hath the promile of the life that now iS, 
(nes | and “of that! which is to come: God will with- 
tut | hold Ho good thitig’ from them that do, ot fhall 
Hwalk uprishrly before him, P(ali84.00\ so co 
|| “INiéw trom thee premifes; how naturally may. 
hm, | weinfers ‘that the greatcare that is incumbent 
fd | apod Parents, is, that their children may come to 
ur, | Bettuly’ gracious. "Grace ‘without eftareswill 
tis | €ettainly rhake thern, (though ‘an ‘eftate with 
ned | race, like ai inhetirance with wifdome, wowd 
iu | add{omhething co them forthe prefent): -butan 
i | eftate: without ‘grace would : probably , undo 
wt | them ; “ct°ifenot be. their very: undoings yet 
is} | Would aggravate their condemnationvery much 


and | t 
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Se 


them to the ‘tuition sof thofe that are pious and fuel’ 
pmnak 
iy fond Parcats; have done Y alwayes to,{pare the fin 
af Road slelt.they {poile the Childe. Whetefoeyer you, ters 


fendthem, detyour earaeft-prayers daily: fol Ow, | |then 
1 ) theme! and for !this above all:things, that rae I God, 
| at Hier 
| | fue a 
| led, 
| I boelh 4 
4 {insi 
i | | 1 Nor 0 
| the pr 
: for i 
: kinda 
them. 
: if | | times 
i creatures, the dottrings \of +heaveniand bell;and | thu 

ae: ao fuch likesreat uruths; -fill-cheit,memories with | red) 

| me Mi fuch ‘paffagesiof Scripture asdo.moft concern | them 

ie tat | prof 


{peak- 


| ory 
latelipeaking; pride, envy, paffion, ftubbornnefs,and 
“yluch like: and. encourage, all the good you {ce 
ty sand reward them for it, {peak to them 
Wii watmiy and affectionately of the matrers of ire=. 
ct inf igionythat chey. may {ce youtare in good carne. 
‘KalkKeep. no’ fervants chat may debauch them, but 
val uch as are honeftly inclined said willhelp them 
‘ulin, Religion,..cather than hinder theme See they. 
follgercne haunt. of, ill companys Conceale your 
hidowan infirmigies from them all you.can, ( Debetsy 
liebpaeris Reverentia).. that they may not copy them 
ittedfout.-» Leet what concerns the fouls. of your chil- 
saidren receive a fanétion from borh Parents: and 
Ito make it more forcible, let one Parent if pre- 
istieh Gent, -alwayes fecond the other, as to thofe mats 
you} ters», “Let them every day, that you ate with 
dlovk them, ‘hear mare or lels tromyou concetning 
Golf Gods) Wher the Vitals of, Religion upon them, 
thisttather. than\inable them to tell you who .was 
‘ont fich-a ones Father, er how.long {uch a Pattiarch 
‘val lived.» Remember. them, daily,,and feryenily 
‘tes borin your Families and Clofets. Bewail theig 
igh fins;next: your own, and beg pardon for.thenae 
‘al Novenly pray for chem yourfelves,buc bef peak 
| the iprayets.of others, cogether wich yout gw 
| dtake:that tox one of the grearelt 
Principle 
angerous, errouts af the 
s Popery: where 
e, much in 
d furouh 

| chem) with 

| profitable. 
| -of divine providence, 
| awtullapprehentions o 
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2) | 
comm inded’ to ‘tell hen children the reafon offers’ 
the Paflcover, Exod; 12, 26. Verfe them in they cat! 
Hiftory of Marryrs; which may thew them the helt! 
faith and patience of the Saints, and acquainelyy {is 
them with the doétrine of the crofs,’ Keep them} | And 
alwayes in action; ‘to prevent rhe mifchietés thachPycns 
come by idlenefs, Get Matters for them asfoon hye 
as they.ate fic to‘go out, and befote they grow }j\ thet 
too fturdy cto bear the Yoak, or: make chem fo fieeth 
fubject and ferviceable, in their nonage, in your Iy (hi 
own houfes, ‘thar they:may difcera no great’ dif=iyy {i 
ference betwixt home and an Apprentithip,or beep, ( 
twixt a Fathers and a Matters houfe. Breed them Mowe 
rather beneathe, than above what you can do hyve t 
for them : ufe them to be concented with any Ir) ¢ 
thing that is ficting, for matcer of cloaths 8& diets 4) «ly 
Let morning and evening be (as it were) your 
nicdicinal crimes, in which to give chem fome-| 
ching for their fouls health, nexe their hearc inj 
4 morning, next their reft arnight. Be everand hyd 


heed of fuffering them to be humourfome, ‘trou | 
blefome,and hard to pleafe. Make them pay-re- 
{pe& to your perfons, chat they may reverence 
your counfel, ‘Give them chofe reprefentations 
of God, as may caufe them as'wellto thirft af- | 
tet him, ‘to love'and delight ‘im him, as to fear 
and ftand in awe of him: andthofe charaéters 
of Religions as'may caufe them to look upon 
all its ways as pleafancne(s,8zall ics paths as peace, 
asan ecafie Yoak atida light burtchen. Teach chem 
to be humble; and then God: will teach them, 
Pfal.25..9. Sinas lictle as may be for their fakes; 
as well as your'own, left God fhould Jay sp your. | 
iniquity for your children, as it ity Joo21.19. And } 
| | whereas 


f he i" 


Hid to the 


‘idfwhereas in many things we do ail offend, begge 
‘ihehve: earneftly of ‘God that our Children may fare 
‘NePhe better for our prayers, and not the worfe for 
tie And now Lordthat I bave been writing what 
ie arents fhould do for their Children’s fouls, 2 
‘Wotiare not fay with that young manin the Gofpel, 
S0WAlt thefe chings have I done; but only that all 
‘itl hefe things I defire to do, for,and in reference to 
Voli y Children; by the affiftance of thy grace, As 
tUlPerer aid to Chrift, Lord’thou knoweft I love 
ibhee’, fo can 1 appeale and:fay? Lord thou 
ittienoweft I love my Children’s fouls, and am 
ii nore tranfporced with defires it might be well 
Naifivich chem, chan that they might profper upon 
Cait} other accounts. The only riches that J ins 

mft upon for them, (and Lord turn nor away 

‘Hhat prayer of thy fervant,which comes {wiming 
It i> thee in melting teares, and may it alfo in the 
‘aid lood of thy Son ) I fay Lord, the only riches 
ult int upon for my children (whatever others 
ta“lo for theirs) is,that they may be rich im faith, 
Withud heires of the Kingdome, which thon haft promie 
titled to them that love thee, ames 2,§. 


DISCOURSE XIII. 


. Honour the wifdome of David, who when 
L God gave him his ele&tion of one evil out of 
nree, ( which he would) made choice of that 
Vhich might feem 10 come more ROY 
| : rom, 


a a ee RE ff TT oi 


To Agee EIA. Bf TA 


A A at Fy Bi Rin eyes BART are 


ABE MR EN I LOR ORES ret 


a ei 4» maw.tetathe hand of the Lord, and let me not fall ies 


a ee ed eal ee eee ” 
; - - ke be - — ~ 


nen. an 


om a te pee at ae hk = ew a ee | Ha gO neem tn re em a 


upon the’ nature of that God ‘(ia whole “sq 
y 


werd not alwaies ia the hands of. God, in every alre 
‘kind of affli€tion that befalls them (be ic (wordy) 4 


Pfality 14. From den which are thy hand, {o that 


are wicked men, that David fhould be more 


epee tells usin ftindry places, ic is, Exod.34. Gs 
+ Nebend, g, 17, FV. Fer, 30% 2 
jas hundred more in the old Teftament, belides 


yin ¥ 
the tia 
hatha 


lalar 


eee : 
from'God, (viz, the Plague) faymg, Let s fall 


to ther hand’ of Aan; and che: reafon he givesyigy 


 becaufe bis (chat is Gods) mercies are great Com)” 


many.)! Ic is a great relief in’ and tinder tronble the, | 
to.look upon out felves as in Gods-hands, ‘an ‘4 
HAAY 
we ate); as far becrer than is the nature of’ an py ha 
evenithe belt natured of men.’ ‘They mifcon= cuit 
{true David, thaechink he-incimates, as if mes) i") | 


orfamine, by ficge) for all he meaneth is, thag| @ 
4stofome troubles,we do not fall into the hand Gos 
of men, but of God: as namely under thé that 
plague,which isan Arrow fhor from God’s bow, been 


hae l, 
not from Man's. Men are called God's handy) an! 
ment 


d Heb, I 
beads 
wayes 
Meal 


when under rhe'rage of men, weare in thehandg 
vofi God ; bat we may be in the hand of God and 
motof men. (By)the way, what furious creature 


afraid of Gods ‘puiifhing him by theit hand,thaai 
by plague,or famines) « { 

“That under all our troubles we are in Gods 
hand,is clear. Be alfo convinced, that that 1s 00 

¢ ina sood hapdiithat’ youl are in’a good handy 
when in the hand of God, and that will comfort 
youlextecdingly, « If the:nature and difpofitiom) 
of God bevery good, tranfcendently good,that 
is, kind, and gracious, and merciful, as the {cyte 


Foal.2613. (With 


od 


the new) then mutt we needs be ina sood ban doen! 
te . ~ Wwinen) 


(9$)> ) | 
iwhén wearein Gods hand, Isa Childe fafe in 
pethe Hand ofthis:tender mother; even when-the 
(Whath a Rodina: her. other hand? and are not Gods 
ieChildren well in the hand of their heavenly Fa- 
iether; who hath faid to his Church,’ though 6 M0- 
ther may forget her. Childe, yet will not I forget thee, 
ann T/A. 49.150: 2 have graves thee upon the palases of 
my: hands,.@tx Methinks that heathen Post fpake 
divinely, who: {peaking of the love of God: to 
man; (underftand him:bur of good men, if of 
ialove of complacency ;. but of others alfo, if of 
\ alove of benevolence) Charior eft illis homo quan 
|) fa. Man is more dear to chem, meaning tothe 
4a) | Gods, (which plural number is the only thing in 
if that faying, chat, difcovers the Author ‘to have 
| been ai heathens’ and not an <minent-Chriftian) 
| than heisto himfelf : or Géd hath moge love for 
, |. men, than they: have for themfelves. “That tex, 
han | F2ebs Yo. gre Lt 2s a fearfal thing to fall. into the 


(ay Bands of the diving God ; it xightly underftood,no 


|} wayes contradiéteth what I have faid: for ic is 
| fjancant of fo falling into the. hands of God; as 
,f they muftdo, who havetrodden under foot the Son 


ef God, counted bis blood an tnholy thing, and done 


defpight tothe: [psrit of Grace, verf.29., for that is 
to.fall, not under the meer corre@ting, but the 


id | tevenging and confuming. hand of God, as he 


fy Wnath (aid, vengeance ss his, verf. 30, he will pour 
‘iy § Out fiery indignation upon the adverfaries, v.27. 
i) # meaning {uch Apoftates as after illumination 
, | carn enemies to Chrift and-his truth. But what 
| }asehat toothers? It is-ill for the rejeGters and 
Wi § Oppofers.of. Chrift, to fall into che hand of God. 
i} | God-out:of Chrift ,-efpecially to them thar fee 


y | theme! yes. againit Chri, is wrath, But ic is 


terrible 
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meee CG 2 | 
terrible. But itis well for che acceprersand re-l/: 


ceivers ‘of Chriff, to fall into ‘Gods hand, for 


God in and thorough Christ is:unfpeakably| 


gracious: | i 
He is pattly an Infidel that would have more 
affir'ance of ‘the fweet nature and difpofition of 


God; than Scripture and experiertces: buc if cheer 


weakdels of fuch men: may be condifcended toy 


can’ prefently ‘call ‘in. {ound ‘reafon for 2 wits} 
nefse . Who thed abread all that loveand kinds) 
nefs,and compaflion,and tendernefs inthe hearcs § 


i 


i 


nett 


h 


man DY 


of menand women, fathets and mothers, thae gi 
is there found? who taught men:to know chat fir 
loves and pitcy, and mercy, are real excellencies phi 
and perfections: bur hatredand ctuelty are odis Brut 


ous and deteftable things, the fruits of fin and 


weaknefs? that what we eall good nature doth 
as mach excell tbat we call ill nature, as light | 
doch excell darknefs ? who hath given us to wn | 
derftand, that to. do good; and to fhow mercy, | 
ate facrifices acceptable to God ; but fury and} 


violence his foul bateth. » Hath not God bimf{elf# 


taught us thefethings,andis ic not,therefore,that 


the. Geniles are (aid to do by nature the things of the 
Law 2? .and thar, they that have notthe Law, are a 


Law to themf{elves, cand do {how the work, of the Law| 
writtes 1 their hearts, Rom, 1, 1s it. not becaule) 


love and mercy ate agreeable to Gods nature 


éthe Scriprure faich, God is love ) that he hath | 


commended them to us, and fade-us:to fee a Mii 


heaucy in them,’ and to apprehend that God is 


therewichall delighted, and thar wich the merct-, 
fall, be will thew him(lelf mereiiull?. Is 1¢ not | 


éhecefore; that God hath called his mercy his | 7; 


él xy, andotold us thar mercy rejoyeeth agar 


judgment 


| (97 ) 
tealjadgesents Tames 2. 13. Much of our difquier- 
achmient under afflifion proceedeth from mifcon- 
akiyficeivings of God’s nature, atid of his heart to- 
lwatds us, afd forthat wethink we {ee a {word 
‘moifin the, hand of an enemy, when itis only a Rod 
india the Wand“of a father. Therefore it is excel- 


ifdehene advice, that we fhould acquaint out felves ‘ 


loyvith God in order to being:at peace, Job 32.21. 
dwn ‘Ov Lord 1) know ic is neceflary Ifheuld be 
‘kiflometimes ‘chaftned , .and better by thy hand 
hatthhan by anyother. Thou knoweft how to do 
s that in mercy and in meafure : Parents may correct 
wiwtheir children for their pleafure ; but thou chaft- 
laigeft chine for their profit, I thall count my loffes 
Wf fruit Of thy love, if thou wile bur tell mecthac 
‘am therefore chaftned of the Lord, that may 

lot be condemned with, the World. 


DISCOURSE. XIV. 


if drawing the Waters of Comfort under affirttion, 
| ont of the Wells of Gods Promsifes. 


A> full of love and goodnefs as the nature 
| & of God is, yet guilty Man is loath to lie at 
equehave mercy,and to ftand:to Gods meer couttefie, 
uuttherefore in Heb. 6.18, -we read of a further 
itovifion which God hath made for che comfort 
his, people, vz. by his promife: and. oath, 
ith vouchfafed to Abraham, Ges, 22. 16. (and 
nett other believers in andiwich him ) that by thofe 
wth inemutable things, the heires of promife might 
jlitpve ftrong confolation. .. The end of divine pro- 
yi ifes is, that God who was and had beenother- 
| tH wile 


\ 
| ie 
B 

: 

} 
i a 


aoe - 
AREAS PEASE MUTE 


Pata mre Re A nts ape fe st 


Se Re Be 


FO AS eet ne ee ed ee 


9) 

wile free to do or nor to.do {uch good things fol}, .) 
us, might (as it were). enter into.bond, (whicll 
he could no otherwife.do) and might give us thi 
fecurity of his truch and faichfulnefs, as well a) 
chat other of his mercy and gooduefs. .. Gor 
knowing that we could.no waies bind im, tha 

is, oblige him inpointof; juftice, or asindi{pen}.., 
fible. obje&ts of his: mercy € which ii ourfelves,, ), 
we were dt) ta fhow Kindnefs to us,hath bound,’ 
himfelf by hisiown'voluntary promifes;and.eny, 
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them: vouchfafing them his gracious prefency, 
in ity and delivering themvout of icin due rime, 
And what mote can weidefire,than to be feafony 
ably delivered: out: of:trouble, and, mean tim}, 
to be! upheld in ic, bettered by it, ard to hayf” 
God:witlrus, as he was.wich the three. Childreij™ 
in the! fiery Furnaces’: Iyfhall quote but a fey 
promifes of this navure, and the rather becauf 
they deferve to want comfort,who wil not feare 
the Scriprure for it; that:thorough patience an 
comforrof the Scripture they might have hope 

If men had no Bibles, nor could come by noni,’ 


mn pee] Ost ers enn Cw ae ne eg eM eno 


| i ca a a : 
hidj4 Woulld ‘not do'thein that wrong; as to faile of 


yhgadoting any one fuch promife, that I could call 


[to mind “bur now one inftance of each fort may 
.ctve the turn. As for che promifé of fuppore 
junder atflittion; it is as’ plain as words can 
Jmake it, in Cor. to, 136 God '%s faithful, xho 
pail not fuffer you to be tempted above that yon are 
: able, but will with the temptation make away to efcapes 
hat you risay be able to bear it, Then, as forthe 
prefence of God with his people in their affi@i- 
‘fons, read Ifa, 43.2. When thou palfe? thorough the 
| ci waters, Iwill be with thee, ec, And Heb, 13.5, 
ol Wize hath faid; I will never leave thee,nor forfake thie, 
ie Oat. theit athiQions. thal ibe fanctified; isfecu- 
fed to Gods people by thofe words, Rom. &. 23. 
“le know that. all things work: together for good to 
ipqnem that love God. And laffly, as for deliverance 
put of trouble, (whichfome do, but oughr not 
_jqnolt of alltothirlt after) there are many teXts; 
(ut give usto.expect irs:as namely, Pfal. 103.9, 
: a he Lord will vot alwayes chide, neither will he keep 
wimesianger for ever.’ Lam, 3-31532. The Lord will 
petisal off for ever, bat though he canfe grief, pet 
Will behave compaffion, according. to the multitude of 
mm mercies. Ifa 57.16. [will aot contend forever, 
“ Meither will L:bealwayes wrath, for the {pirit (bould 
bile beford me, and the fouls which: L have made. 
,§e00, who is:con{cious to himfelf that he cannot 
ie; may.well expec that thefe, and many more 
romifes..of tike nature, which he hath made, 
fouled contribute much to our fuppore and come 
Port,  ficheach of: them would do fo, if ftedfatt- 
"py believed. : | 
)O Lord: here are many deep Wells of living 
Prater, ler me nor want the bucket of faith to 


1 2 draw 
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100’) | | 
draw outof them. unt I but as ftedfaftly be=]/ 
lieve them; as thou wilt certainly perform them, 
to themthatdo, would not my foul: be refrefh- 
ed with fuch promifes well nigh as nich, as it 
could-well be: with their re{pective performan=|#)"! 
ces. Performances may be fomething fweeter,| 
but.can be nothing furer than: are divine pro=|™ “ 
miles. 


— 


DISCOURSE XV. 


Of fetchiag comfort from the nfual proceedings: of\h's 
God with his people sin and wader afflittion, 


ship) Ar 
What 
Frer all chatshathbeen {poken; both Fronatat 6 
the nature and:promifes:ot God to-com= as (] 
fort us, ourweak taith(rhore fhame for it) feerrig fit 
to implore fome further relief from experiences 
Expericace is a good crutch to’arlame faiths} 
which; were it otherwife:, «then ‘lame mighem 2 
{tand and walk without ir. Since the ‘24 po/fler eatel 
celis usy that experience worketh hope, we will noppinut 
reject itssafliftance. Let experiences then tel ns 
us how God is wont to catty himfelf cowards tie 
his peopie,in and under their afflictions. BWoice ft 
Firft, hear what the Sctipture-faith to thary ito th 
Lfatah 63. 9. In all their affliftion he was afflilled, I tem 
ana the Angel of bis prefence faved them , in his reded | 
love, andin his pitty he redeemed them, andhe bareW | 
them and carried them all the dayes of old. See alfayogtl 
Pfal, 112.4. To the upright there arifeth light ini ci 
darksxe{s: Add thofe words of Ged by his Proalta i 
phet concerning his Church, Hofeab2. 14. 1 wil ytd by 
allure her awd bring her sto the Wilderae{ssand [peak Abii 
Com~) 


f €1or ) | 
Nbehcomsfortably to ber. ver[{i 15. Aad I will give her 
itn, I xe yards frome thence, (viz, from the Wildernefs) 
titpsad the Valley of Acor' ( witch fignities trouble) 
 biRfor @ door of hope, and (he fhall fing there asin the 
Aayes of her youth, and as in the day when (he came 
ieete up from Egypt. And 2 Cor. 1. Se Bleffed be God 
‘pomeho comsforteth: us in all onr tribslation s Fir as the 
lsfferings of Chrift abound in ns: foour confolation 
alfo aboundeth by Chrift.' 2 Cor.8.2. Speaking of 

be Churches of Macedonia, he faith, thar ina 

b reat crial of affliQion, the abandauce of their joy 
shonnded, tothe viches of their liberality, and. 4 Pet. 
4.14, If ye be reproached for the name of Chriff, 
appy are ye, for the. {pirit of glory refteth on you, 
What do all thefe paflages {eem tc imply, bur 
qbat Ged is wont to referve the ftrongelt cordi- 
jomgels, (1 mean comforts) for his people, to the 
cengame of ‘their deepeft {ufferings ? Fob 22. 29, 
cncdhen Aten are caft dows, then thou (halt fay there uw 
(iefteng wp, aud he (hall [ave the humble. perfon, As 
pur greatelt elevations do ufually precede our 
Bsreate{t.cemprations and defertions, (as-Paul his 
japture into the third heaven, was not long be- 
Bore his being buffered : and Chri himfelf had 
Seceived his bapcifme, and been honoured by a 
voice from Heaven, not long before he was led 
wento the Wildernefsto be tempted) fo our great= 
arn rt temprations and dejections are ufually fuc- 
“iileeded by our greareft elevations and comforts, 
Bo it was with Chriff after he had been cernpted: 
PAngels came and minifired tobim. When Chrif 
Svas cither in his agony, or neer unto it, we 
jead in’ Luke 32.49. Thatthere appearedan Ana 
Brel to bins, frrengthning him, It then itbetrue in 
‘jae Upiritual,as wellasina natural {enfe, that it is 
H 3 ufually 


(103) ) 
ulually.moft dark, bi, a little. before:break of juy 0 


youn nanan meget 
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day, -and that the bright face of heaven is better jhe 
dilcerned under ground than above, (where the jails 
reficétion. of beames. dazle.h our eyes )..and if) 
it be fo, that when the Bricks are doubled, thaa) 
God uleth to fend AZofes, (that is deliverance) if} 
God never {peak more-kindly to his people then) 
he ifeth todo, when he hath drawn them inte a) Of th 
Wildernefs; it God {mile upon his peopletheny)|) (4 
efpecially when the World frowns upon themy) 
atid when. their. outward fufferings aboundy)s7 is 
caufe their-inward. confolations.to .do fo liked Cor 
wife, and make light arife co them in darknels §| are 4p 
why, fhould I not then fay, as: David did, Pfah| fold 
baa @ 49. 5. Wherefore (bould I‘ fear 1 the dayes of evtby|yeoac) 
fr, i Bit when the iniquity of my heels (hall compals we about®)\ on 
me ( fuppofing him:to mean the punifhment, on fru) yi) , 
‘ ir, 1 Mich 7.8, of -his iniquities y) if when £L fit in darkne|s,the Leva rather 
: will be alight to me; if when Thave more trouble ing un 
in the Werld, 1 may have more peace in Chrift § asthe 
if I be in a Prifon, and God. wil) there give m@},j;, 7 
Songs: in the might, as he did to Past and Silagg)| {erin 
: Aas v6. if Lwere at a ftake, and mightcher@ |i}. ¢, 
1 oe feel greater joyes in my foulsthan ever J was ace |iyp.( 
Nes quainted with before,(as fome holy A4srtgrs did} Nei, 
Ws ae who. could fay I were miferable, andnot do me) yey}; 


— Coe renee eek A te en eg a ane 


) {o tobe ? goat 


| SAR Lord, though I walk thorough the.valley ef thé \\y), 
3 tiling (hadow of deat yet will f fear no evilyif thou wilt | * 
| be wich me, and wilt caufe thy Rod and, chy |, 
Staff rocomfort mes ‘Lhough deep call apon deep |, 
at the noife-of thy Water-fpouts, and though all thp|y,. | 
waves and thy billowes are gone over me, Yevif thou) 


by SO | them 
Lord wilt command: thy loving kindnefs:ia ci a 
ay 


Pel 


4 T0310) : 
lay time,) and caule thy Songs to be with me in 
the night,>4 will not fear, ‘chough an Hoft of 
Hevilsdhould.encamp againft me, P/ah142.8, 


ODISCOURSE XVI. 


dh Of thas relief and [apport which she consmonnefsof the 
Cafe of afflittion way afford us, 


nnn | q is. a fign that Aen walkin avain fhew (asthe 
MN Scripcure {peaks, Pfal. 39.6.) for thar they 
hey lare apt to be difquieted at thofe things which 
i fhould comfort them, (fo was Peter at the ap- 
| Soroach of Chri, crying out, depart from me O 
"NF ord) and: on the other. hand,to be comforred 
with thofe things which one would think would 
‘Mi rather difquierthem, as namely with others be- 
ou) Hing under the fame, or other as great calamities 

Pas themlelves. Sclamen miferis focios babu fe dolo- 


| fle from that very confideration, doth {abour to 
comfort Chtiftians, 1 Cor. 10. 13. Notemptation 

{| hath take yor but what is common to men: and in 
WS Pet. 5.90 The [ame afflittions are accomsplifbed in 
‘your brethren, that are in the World. Therefore 
idoubtlefs there is fome reafon why men fhould 
inot be fo: much dejeSted;.when they confider 
ithemfelves *nor to be alone in mifery, (though 
upon-orher accompts again iN thould be “es 

1 4 cfs 
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(roa). 
lefs fad and folitary, than te none areintrou- |i 
ble but our felves) then if chey were as David 
fpeaks of himfelf, -Pfal. 102.7. Like a'Sparrow 
alone spon the Houfe tp, or like a Pellscan in the wil= 
dernefs, or like an Ople in the Defart. For in that 
cafe we might be apt to’think that) God had ) 
{ome particular controverfie wich us more than | 
with all other men, ‘that he had fingled us’ our 
to make examples of us, that he had fetus like || 
beacons upon a hill to warn and alarm others, | 
Or that our fufferings were {uch as could norbe | 
borne, becaufe we have no inftances of thole} 
thatdo or ever did bear the like. 
Now the commonnes of {ufferings, and thofe }| 
of the fame kind to others with our felves,doth |} 
much rake off from all thofe fulpicions and pre- | 
judices; efpecially if they be fuch: as we doubt 
not, but have intereft inthe love and favour of } 
God, for thence may we conclude that hatred }} 
is not to be known by fuch ‘difpenfations as }} {: 
thofe. Afflitions in one kind or other are coms) 
mon tomen, yea to good men, or the genera-} 
lity of them at all times: butfome have them ti} ther 
oe way, fome in another, fome in body, fome }) was: 
in'mindes {ome in‘eftate, fome in relations, forme }) {ll 
in all; but allin fome. For Manis born to lor=}) {pin 


row; asthe {parks Aieupward, and whomfoevet |) ma 
God loves, he rebukes and chaftneth, yea every }} bet 
{on whos he reeciverh: bur thereare times ia 4) (3) 
which the afflictions of manv are invifible,only || vel 
their own hearts know their own forrow, and | thy 
wherein they are (o various, that .as wefays fe) dw 


many Men fo many mindes, {o may it almoft be )| 
{a‘d, fo many men, fo many feveral forts of 
miferies, and ulually eyery: one thinks his owa 
| | | the 


: 


| 105) | 

the greateft, and is ready co fay, Isthere any for= 

row like to mine. | 
But ic is otherwife ac this day, God having 
H caft multitudes: both of perfons and families at 
one and the fame. time into one.and the fame 
furnace,that none might fay, othets were corte- 
| &ed bur with rods, but we with {corpions. Now 
wt) this being fo, there are the more to pitty you, 
e® the fewer to infult over you: though when all. 
WW this ‘is faid, I honour them that fay! from their 
i hearts, They with they had  fuffered- more 
| than they did (ifmore could have been ) if it 
had been the will of God that. none might 
| have been fufferers bur they. But feeing fuch 
| was the good will and plealure of God, that 


‘nell’ thoufands fhould be involved in the fame cala- 


betters: who isnorafhamed, yea who is not 

afraid to contend with God for what hath be- 

fallen himfelf? who feeth nor reafon to ftand 
| before God like a fheep dumb before the fhearer? 
3 Who would not lay his mouth in the duft if 
WI) there may yet be hope? What art thou,and what 
was thy fathers houfe, that the deftroying Angel. 
{hall pafle over thee, and thy doors be as it were 
{prinkled, when he entred into the houfes of fo 
many, not only Egyptrans but J/raelstes? If our 
betters have been equal fharers in this calamity 
(as who is fo proud as not to think fo) how can 
we but think of thofe words, Jer. 49. 12. Behold 
they whofe judgment was not to drink of the cup shave 
drunken, and art thowhe that {hale altogether £0 une 
punifhed ?, To have efcaped had been a miracle 
of mercy : but to have been involved with {o 
many that deferved.it lelsywas no wonder at all. 
. c Lord, 


| mity with our felves., and many of them our 
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* Lord ,°asfor'all thofle whofe houfes and {ube:- 


ffance chis Fire hath confumed, give themmnuch 
more to admire that their 'perfons didefcape 
their potlefiions were taken away: by the com. 
mon calamity ofthe Fire: and as tor thole:-who 
have efeaped both Plague and Fire ( they: and 
their dweilings-) let chem be ravithed with the 
remembrance of chy diftinguifhing goodnefssand 


fo anfwerthe law of thy kindnefs, that thon’ 


maift not -referve chem to a greater judgment 
than eicher that of che Plaguejor chat other of the 
late difmali Fire, | 


DISCOURSE: XVII. 
Of the lightwe/ sof all temporal affittions, 


Tis welll have Scripture to back mé, elfe 
I forefce I might poffibly have been efteemed 
both hard-hearted and ‘heretical, for faying that 
all cemporal.affligions-arebut light: ‘Whereas 
fome would oppofe their experiencero fuch an 
affertion , “I may comply with chat, and yet do 
the Sctipture tight. All your experience can 
contend for, is only this, that fome.remporal 
afflictions: (and this in particular) abfolutely 
and in themfelves confidered,are not light » but 
heavie (as Fob (peaks ) like the fands of the fea. 
That can atford to grant’y ‘but yet thole very 
affliGions telatively confidered , and compared 
with miferies of another narure namely, with 
internal and ‘eternal torments, sive me leave 
to fay arc but'as fomany flearbitings, ’ Say se 
dare 


the camthon calamiry of the Plague’, thanthdr: 


| (107) | 
| dare chat-urmoft poverty is comparable eithér 
to the pains of hell, or pangs of confcience. Who 
isto defperate as torbe willing \to: exchange 
| meer beggery.or famineits felf, with, either of 
thofe 2 Doth nor Salomon {ay,andisit not moft 
true, “Lhatthe fpirit (meaning the confcience ) 
of aman ( if that’ be:found and «in-peace ) can, 
bear bis‘ infirmities, bniva wonnded {perit. who, can 
bear? That is, noneican bear. lf Fob, fitting 
uponsthe dunghill,.can chen andthere:{ay 5° he 
knows that his redeemer liveth , and he fhall 
one day fee him withrthefe eyes 5 he chat thinks 
him half fo miferable whilft hecan fofay , as 
one that fits upon a throne, and mean time: feeth 
the shand-writing, of God upon the; wall, (as 
Behte(hazzar did ) telling him that he. is weighed 
and found.coo: light ¢corcties out with Spraand 
others inithe lke cafeythat he is dammed , he ts 
damned;> or buras David fomerimes did, that 
God hath forgotren ro he-graciouste-him, and 
fhur up his: lovitg; kindnefls towards him in 
difpleatures Ifay.s-he chat thinks the later of 
the(e.5. though upon a Throne;«the lefs, mife- 
rable of thetwo, knows not what he-faith, nor 
whereof: he -affirnas. «i; Should: heisbe tranflated 
froma dunghill to asthrone, with fuck, different 
circumftaness as thefe:, oh how would ‘he Jong 
ro be upon :his dunghill again, with uch lan- 
suage in his mouth and beart;as wasthat of Job, 
£ know my tedeemeriives? ©. s::2: 3 
lf thy afiiftion be: but temporal ‘and.extet= 
nal, fear to:fay, no forrow like to thine, nonot 
tharof a»wounded :confciehce ; left God hear it 
and be angry., atid fhould either exchange thy 
other: mifery fora wounded.confcierte, ) or ad 
that 
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thatro all the ‘reft, that by woful experience 
thou maiftlearn, neither to overvalue the one, 


Not to undervalue the other. And do the pangs’ 


of a wounded confcietice tar exceed the mife- 
ries Of an’ impovetifhed’condition , what then 
do the pains of hell, which far exceed the pangs 
of confcience'? The worm that never dies (by 
which is! meant a*gnawing conf{cience) is but 
one parc of the torments of-hell. Befides thar, 
there is.the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimftone ; the {moak whereof afcendeth con- 
tinwally, -What is it to have fire confume our 
dwellings,in comparifon of dwelling our felves 
with confuming fite, and with everftafting bur- 
mings ?° who believes hell to. be what itis, and 
doth notthink one year or-moneth in the tor- 
ments of that place, tobe miore. unfufferable 
than all the vexations of a long and affli&ed 
life’; were it not lefs mifery tobe as Lazarus, 
that beggar, ‘full of foreS, and craving of the 
crumbs that fell from the rich.mans table, and 
glad of dogs to lick his {ores yeato be fo for 
many years together, than for the {pace of one 
year to be as Dives in hell, earneftly begging 
for a little water co.cvol his rongue,tormented in 
flamés,and could by no means obtain itpAdd the 
circumftance of eternity to the greatnefs of hell 
torments , and. fee if all the troubles of this life 
do not even vanith before it, andappear as no- 
thinge If thenthowart convinced (as I hope 
thou art) there is a hell; and haft reafon to be- 
lieve that: multitudes are there: (for all arethere 
that have lived and died in their. fins) let me 
fuppofe thee the greateft fufferer this fire hath 
made (if there be. any. one. greater than any a 
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» | the reft) and when that is done ,!compare thy . 
Ns | condition wich that of the damned) in hell, and 
ri | then fay y if-chy affliction when laid in the bal- 
ne | lance 5. be not fousd altogether: lighter than 


| vanity. df God will affure thee:thatthou hale 
"| flie from the wrath to come,all that,hath yet bes 
(TE fatn thee may be born. | | 
'E . dtis:not for want of pitty and commiferation 
| towards you, that’ l write this (-hope my bow- 
i} els-yearn cowards you) but I would juftifie the 
| Scripture, when it faich, that remporal afflidti- 
it } ons.atebut light. 2 Cor, 4017. Our light af flithie 
is | on (faith Pal.) which ss but for a moment, 8¢c. 
it: § “Read but St. Pawls perils, 2 Cor. 11.26,27...and 
nF his fufferings, v.23- In firipes above meafure, in 
Ot I prifons more frequent, in deaths oft, thrice ftoned, 
ME &e. and thentcll me, ifhis temporal atfiGions 
'd | were light, whofe can be-called heavie? Add to 
4) § what! ‘have (aid) that the pangs of confcience, 
and the pains of hell (which I have made ap- 
i pear, do’ fo infinitely outweigh all the troubles 
) of ‘this life) are no’ other than what’ our fins 
0 have deferved, and therefore our! outward af- 
ag : flidions “may be faid' tobe light) ‘ior ‘only’ if 
il § comipat’d with what iscome upon others, bur 
(it § alfo'wich what might juftly have. beeninfli@ed 
itl §) upon our felves. ‘So that we may here take up 

thofe words of Ezra, chap. 9.13. Thow Lerd haft 
“DB panitved us le[s than our iniquities deferve. fone 
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¢  thatdeferves‘to be put'toa painfitl’and ‘thames: 


tt BH lefs death , comcs off with ‘a burmitc the hard, 


a who’ faich not his punifhment: is light, compas 


| sed with his offence ? 1am deceived if by'this 
| time I have vot plainly proved all:temporal ‘af- 
| Mi€tions to be bur light , though fome are no- 
| thing like fo light as others. Now 
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| | (710) | 
vINow Lord, what Ihave proved by Scriptural 
arguments) leé nor. me or: others ‘ever feem:to | 
difprove by anti-fcriprural practices; whillt we | 
affirm: Temiporal atfi@ions:to. be but: light, 
lec tis not proan-uader theni asif they were une | 
fupportable',) orrocbe:toverwhelmed by then. | 
Oh mix not Spiritual affiGions withtemporal, | 
Tf thou wilecrebuke ine; {éerm not to doican' thy 
wrathjicither chaften’ mein thy fore difpleafurei 
Let me readthy love in and with my: temporal 
affliGions; ‘and Dfhall ever acknowledge ‘that in 
compariion;: novonly of eterial torments; but'e- 
of inwardand {piricuaheroubles,they are but 


 PIsCOURSE XWEIN 


Of the (hortne/s of Temporal Affittions . 


“hy Hough afflictions: be not fweet in, them- 
al, felvesy yet it is, one'comforr ; they'are!burc 
fhert ::. And how can the-troubles of -this'life be 
orherwifeshan fhorc, whethtiis-life ir felfis; not 
long > -Pat-exhorting, Chriftians to.weep.as af 
they wept not, 1 Cor.7i29 .promiferls this,: Bre- 
threnthe tined 18 {hort y 4s 28« and. co thew the ex- 
éeeding, fhertnels- obit, he calls jic 2: moment, 
2 Cong. t.pe Oar afflittion mbich is bat fora mo- 
ment. Perfond under affli@ion are apt to think 
the-time long: as thofe that are in greac pain, 
be it bar fotsa day-».or/a piece of a day, In the 
morning they cry, ould to God it were evening, 
Déut.28.67. and in the evening would to God it were 
roornings ~Lhey ate veady to cxp: &elate var 

: | the 


| (EXE) | 
the Sun, faying , why ftay. the wheels of his cra- 
,} Zlot.f© long » though, he, be as.amighty giant 
that cuns a race. : They would make. morning 
| and-evening meee (if they knew,how) and have 
} dt night fo foon as. ipis,day, and: day again fo 
| foonasitisnight. Bur is time long-becaule men 
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| (112) 
gathered to yout fathers, and go the way of all | 


Heth? how clofe doth eternity follow ‘you ac ff 


rhe heeles >: how fuddenly will it {wallow you 
up ? They that had buta lictletime to come in 
their leafes, and no hopes of renewing them) 


couutnot their lols {o great- Thou haft but ap" 


littietime to come in thy life, which is without 
hope of being renewed, and therefore! whiat 
great matter ‘is it that thou hatt/loft > within a 
few yeats they that have great eftates yet left, 


will enjoy no more of them than thou doft of fRy\ 


chine, which the fire hath‘confumed.. Isic an 
eternity of happiiefs:thar thou believeft ‘to: be 
relerved tarthee: wait’but'alictle while , aad 
thou wilt’bein pofleffien efit’, and then: thou 
wile have'no more need of thofe things. » 

O Lord; Vthall nor preftime toask, how ma- 
ny daies} of moneths, or years» My fufferings 
mutt latyor whether all ‘the’ refidue of my life : 
only be pleafed to fay,that they fhall be but'tem- 
poral ; then fhall I thankfully acknowledge’ that 
the {ufferings of Time até mercilully thort, if 
compared with the joyés-of erernitys? o) > 


DISCOURSE XIX. 
Of the needfulne[s ana ufefulne(s of A frttiore 


VVE commonly fay, that a tod now and * 
then is as good for children as theit 
meat, aud God knows that ic iso for hiss fhould 
he {pare his rod, and fhould: his foul {pate them 


for their crying y-he fhould {poil his children. 
1 Pot. J 


> | t13 ) | | 
| x Pet. 1.6, For 4 feafon ( sf need be ) yeare in hean 
_vinefs, If God do nor cotreé& us for his owin 
i | Pleafure (asic is certain’ he doth not; for juds- 
| ment is his {trange act, neither doth he Willing- 
ly afflict’ the children of mew’). then furely ic is 
for our-profit-We réad in Pfa. ss. 9: Becaulc: men 
have iio changes (viz. from profperity to’adver- 
ity, but the mountain of their happinels ftands 
fittong ) therefore they fear not Ged. And ano- 
ither Texte faith , Put then in fear, thatthey 
| may know themfelves to be but men. (As if men,bur 
:in {for Gods terrifying them by affliction, would 
ps feonceit thémfelves to be more than men.) > Ir 
iid JS tendered as a reafon why the Afoabites were 
fo wicked ,* becaufe they'had no affliction :( at 
attwile of a long time.) Fer.48.11. Moab: hath 
heen at cafe fron his youth , and he hath fetled on 
nis lees, and hath not been emptied from veffel to 
0; (effel, neither bath he gone! into captivity > therefore 
Ms taffe remained in him’ ‘and his (ent is nob chan 
hat ved  eAgur gives this reafon why he prayed a- 
ct yaintt Liches, Prov. 30.9. Leff I be fall ana aeny 
 thee,and [ay who is the Lord ?) David himfelf faith, 
Pfal. 119,67. Before I was affittted I went-afteay, 
at now have kept thyword. Believe thee pafla- 
és of Scripture , and judge affidions ‘ncedlels 
Fyoucan.’ Wind, (to which aGions may? be 
Pmpared ) may do foniehure - buecif' there 
fere no winds the aire would’ putrifie,and there 
Yould be no living-in it.» Standing waters , as 
‘gt Pine moars and lakes, and {uch like ('t'which 
ide |etCons alwaies in profperity may be compared) 
wit’ PW UnWholfome and tunufeful are they? As it 
yn | Meceffary that the Sea (ard fome other wa- 
ety PES) fhould ebbe as well as flow, and that the 
Th . I Moon 
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Moon fhould fomecimes decreafe, OF-WaNe » 3S} hunbl 
wellas wax and incteafe.at other times: fo for beg 
us to have out.ebbs as well as. our tides, out WALICS| jis 
as well.as our WaxilgSe nati + em 
it is ahard thought of God , that he fhould ie 
make us drink bitter and loathfome potions, oh 
when we need them, not. We cannot finde in hn 
our hearts to ule out children fo';..nor yet.to we 
corre them (fo much as gency) when Wel yi. 
think. there is no occafion for it. Ob that wel 4) 
fhould think more meanly of Godthan of outl,,.. ,. 
felves ;. ormote highly. of our felves.than “of the i 
great. and evet blefied God. Do, we heat him)... 
ctying.aut, Hof.11.3. How {hall I deliver shee a} a 
Ephrains, how fhall I make thee. as Admab , An 
Zehoies, my, beark, ts turned within. Wey OCs nde, 
fhali wexhink be will do (uch things, wh 
is nonced?, Lake heed of..c 
hy pocrifie, who is cxuch it {elf.. 
us to fay, AlfliGions ate. not neediu}, becauli: 
our partial felves doy not fee how. neediul che), 
ares . When will our children confels that they, 2 
want whipping ? fpare them cill then, aud york’ 
fhall never corre them. Had Paul no nec 
(yea he faith be had) of.ameflenger of Sathat 
ro buffet him, left he fhould be lifted up with th 
abundance of revelations ? we have’ not his re 
velations , yet are WetOt as proud,as he eithe 
was,orwasin danger to have been ? Some hum 
ble fervants of God haye {aid they never ha 
chat affligion in all their lives which they dij 
not firftor lat findethey had need of,.;.He the 
wants no. correction is betret than any.of tholpj,... 
worthies we read ofin Scripture; and: he thi hy, 


chinks him(elf, fo.) Tam {ure hath need iC ther. 
umbj, ~~ 


a (1¥5) 
; ff bumble him, Read the third: chapter , and Lee 
tinh COW many leflons afflictions do teach us, and 
then judge if there be noneof them you “have 
toll YEE SO dcarn, ac) leaftwife betterand mote per- 
i fectly- than’ yeu! have ‘yet done: Can nothing 
4. @ Profit: us bur that ‘which: pleafeth us? Phyficie 
» as know thar bicter’ drinks in many cafesare 
yf <20te profitable (chough loathfome) than thofe 
. .pwhich are moft pleafant. 
: © Lord, why ‘am Ifo childifhly ayerfe to 
ipetoat which is fo needful for me? If thole to 
fe hom d committhe,care of my body, docoun- 
oh cl: me. to bleed or purge , or co be cupt orfca- 
* Brified,, and: do.advifeme to it: ag heceflary for 
pery-healch:, I fubmit:to it 5 :and why do Inot 
ubmic to thee when thou, orderef me une 
) pplcatane. things, which yet are. more needs 
; ful forme? Are not-frofts aud nipping weather 
“dps-neceflaty tookill.the weeds, as warm Stns 
bine to ripenithe-corn? T hough no chaftening be 
Noyous for the prefext, but Qrievons set ifit werkerh 
(UN he peaceable fruits of righteou(ne[s (Feb, 12.1 1.) f 
Mefire not only tobe patient under it, buralfe 
moankful for ir. 


DISCOURSE XxX. 


Of the mixture of mercies with judgments, 


4 ¥ Oman hath truly either a heaven or a hel} 
#. inthis word, |For as all our. wine here ig 
Mxt with water, foall our water.is mixt wich 
cline: God in.thislife doth fill in judgment ree 


ti@ember mercy. ..Gol. bath fet the one over again/? - 
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the other.Prov,7«14.meaning,mercy Over againft| 14 
judgment, \ Iris aot for nothing that che wpo- a 

Je exhorteth us, inevery thingto be thanktul,|0. 
and faith,that is the will of God concerning us’: a“ 
Bur therefore it is, becaufe there is a mixture +3 
of metcies with all the atfliaions of this life.|’ ue 
Some may fitin {o much darkness asto fee nol? 
fight at’ alls but: fome light’ there is in theit a 
condition, only they fee itnot. Our late Fire wh 
was as gtcata temporal yadgment as moft have or 
been ,-yet he fecth nothing that difcerns not al” 
mixture of mercy with ir, Was ic not: great i fr 
mercy that when ‘God burne the City , yet heen 
fpared the Suburbs ? that when mens houfes wee 
were confumed, yet their perfons were delivered 


yea and mucliof their goods and fubftance was}. 


faatched-as a firebrand out of the fire 2. your 
flight was’ onthe Sabbath-day = but ic was not! 


ia the winters in’ which the fhortnefs of -daies,| 
and badnefs ofthe waiesihad’ fcarce permit, ©. 
ted you tov have conveied ‘away. the one: ball)’? 
of -what you didnot only by day, but by nighny™ 
Ie was no {mall mercy chat the Plague was gout 
before the Fire came. For had it been other wifey as 
who that fled into the Countrey to fave his litey” ° 
durft have come into the City to have faved hag" 
goods? Yea.were not many fled ‘fo far from che” © 
face of that deftroying Angel, that they could nat! 
hive returned till it had been too late? Woulc 
che Countrey-men have brought theit Carts anc 
ventured their petfons if the’ plague had {til}, 
been raging ? Where could you have beftowert 
your goods,yea where could you have beftowed*w 
your felvesifthe peftilence had bin then amongt{p" ti 
your who would have received them? yea we 
wouk 


pain VA Cee 7’) 

dng WOUld have received you, if you had come fron 
tu thence... The City could «nor ‘dread | the Site 
ag yp 20re ‘than rhe Counrrey would have done the 
‘rund Peftilence, and :fuch as had come from the place 
is a Where ic was, So far would they have been front 


eng PUcting your goods into their houfes, that they: 


strep WOU not havexrecei ved your perfons into their 
iehigh arms and ftables’; which in the height of the 
tfnyPlague they tefufed todo, » When the fire barne 
your City, theré was no more it could do 3 bur 
had. an invading: enemy: fer the City on fire, 
Bwould they not alfo have rifled your goods,.ra- 
@vithed your wives, deflowred your daughters, 
‘and put your felves to the {word?. Was it ho 


mercy that God by {paring a remnant of the. 


City , kept it from. being like to Sodom 
pod to Gomorrah ?. chat there is fomething 
eft, out of which to make’ little of every 
‘Phing? Some places for aflemblies yet (0 wor- 
Bhip Godin; fome for Magiftrates to difpence 
aiqmuttice in, fome for Merchants and traders to 
‘eommect and hold commetce in; fome houfes for 
vg(gpertons yet. to dwell.in, who cannot conyvent- 
putly dwell any where cc, though now men 
ajicowd togecher as inthe winter-sime three or 
four might do into ane bed, orthe moft ig 3 
‘jiq@amnily inco'fome little warm parlour, which ia 
yiqgme heat of weather had wont to keep in {paci- 
_us rooms. 
| Archimedes-had wont tofay, Give him buta 
place to ftand, inthe meantime, & he would tura 
phe world round. . You want not a place to fland 
A,if that. may enable you toturn and wind the 
vorld. If then our condition be hot all mifery, 
Bvhy fhould our pofture be all mourning? - If 
| I 3 We 
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118 ) 
we receive good things at'the:ba 
why fhould-we not alfo receive evil? Children 


handsiof Gods | ay | 
the La 
can brook correction from: their parents 5 Bex |) ji 
caufe they have alithings elfe from theme 2\Oun | citer 
of the mouthof: the moft high proceedeth not |; viio 
good,as wellasevil? Isit God that taketh aways |i; ba 
and is it not Godthat leaves allo? Job.a.10. 4 i 
and fhould we ‘not therefore blefsthe name.o8 |), 
che Lord? Doth God create darknefs, anddoth {7,4 
he not form light alfo? Jfa.45-7. See how God | jin 
makes the-{cales to: play one againft another. §)) 45. 


judgment inthe one, mercy inthe other , that 


it is hatd to fay which wetghs heavielt. | Is it}. — 
not of the Lords mercies that we'are not utterly 
confumed, becaufe hiscompaffions fai) not f 
Are we ftung with the fiery ferperns of milerys| 
&& may we not receive fome cure by looking ug | 0m. 
to the brazen ferpents of mercy ?(if I may fo call} « Afi 
them.) How 'can- we chufe but call to mind 
thofe words of God by his Prophet? J will correté | iy; 
thee it meafure,yet will I not make a full end of thees) | w: 
Fer. ZOsI Ie a 
OLotd, if thou hadft mixed no mercy with} ;,., 
our mifery , what conld we do more than uttets)| ji; 
ty defpond and caft away all our hopes and) yi», 
comfort? Thou haft mixed thy difpentatiomss) ),,, 
let us alfo.mixe our affe€tions : hope with OUg) p./, 
fear, rejoycing withour trembling , thank{gis} rj 
ving with our lamentations. There és hope of 9a! 1, 
sree if it be, cut dows, that it will {promo-again, |i), 
and. that the tender branch thereof will not cedfe3o7f | ry), 
the root thereof be yet ia the earthyand the flock, thereof)... 
in the grounds Fob 147. . Thorough che fert OF iy 1, 
water it will bud and bring forth boaghs like a planth) 
do, Then haft left 2s a remnant toefcape, aud Gib} 0), 
VER |. 


* 


i iy. fT ( 119 ee: f 
li : ven us a vidile “in the place of the great City, that 
me 7 Lord: might lighten own eyes and give xs a lit- 
(yf tle reviving in-oar trowdles,:: Thou ‘haft-faid 
}) concerning Eoudon, as thow {pakeftto« Daniel 
Ht: Hin Viffon; Dan.4.3 4, Hew Aown the: tree y cut of 
IN 58 branches, fhakeoff bis leaves,and {carter bis fruit, 
ON Gee neverthele(s leave the fiumap of its reat in the 
Dearth, and levit be wet with the dew of Heaven, Gc. 
‘(Lord Y defire much more 6 wonder that any 
"We thing'of Londen is left, than thar the greareft pare 
OD of it is confumed. 
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DISCOURSE- XX], 
non Of the Difcommodities of Profperity and Benefits. of 
OC « Aflsttion, | 
mint 
ct ‘ Rofperity ‘hath its evils and. inconveniences.as 
f she i welas Adverfity;yea deadiy inconyeniencies, 

F (asfome ufe that Epithite)For faith Salomon, Prov, 
Wl 1.32. The .profperity of fools {ball dsftrey thens. 
wit And in Eeclef.5.13. be faith, he had feen afore 
Cal evil under the Sun, viz. Riches kept forthe axners 
WOM thereof to.thetr burt. Moft men arein love with 
itt) profperity, and therefore cannot or will nat fee 
he the difcommodities of it as our Preveré {aich, 
wii) Love is blinde. But how often dothit prove a 
40) kinde of lufcious poifon »> which not only {wels 
(i) and puffs upthem that have.it; but allo frets 8 
iit ® cats into chem(like fome deadly corofive inward- 
mt® ly taken.) James {peaking to thofe that had moje 
jt owealth thanthey knew what to. do with';:faith, 
wd The raft! of their gold in eat, thein flefle, as 36 
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were fire, Jam.§.50. Why-went the young man. | bW00! 

from Chrit fo forrowfully?. Luke #8..23,, ate. | dink 

19.32.was itnot, becaufe he bad great poffeffions, as | i$ 

: Matthew phrafeth ic’; or as Luke, for that he was | ico 
: weryrich, Thereupon faith Chrilt , 4 rich man ©) (ni0,' 
j fhall hardly enter into the Kingdoms of Gad, and # is. | so0ai 
eafier for a camel to. go thorough the eye of ancedle 5 \ sus! 
and Timothy mult charge thofe thatare tich,not, | 10 bil 
to be high minded, nor -yerto tuft in uncertain’ | Sola 
riches 5: implying they ate apt’ to.both.. How, | ang 
hard is ic for thofe that have an arm of flefh, noc, | form 
1) to make flefh their arm , and foto incur the 7} ule 
Il curfep Yer:17* 5. How: hard-teis to-be-fo-good-a | hui p 
\ Steward of a great eftate, as may enable aman 7} ben 
4 to give up his account with joy? How many *) sud 
' thar have refolved to be rich ( yea, and have } sex 
been as good ‘as their refolution:) bave pierced || a sh 
\ them[elves thorough with divers forrows, yea been (| knew 
drowned in perdition, 1 Tim.6.9. When Jefar || thal 
waxed fat, he kicked, be forfook,.God that made” | thee 
hin, and lightly efteemed the rock, of his falvation. | mon 
Dent. 32.15 What Salomon faith, Prov. 3.23530. || bitte 
: Look, not upon the Wine when it 1s red » when tf gin SN fie 
t | deibitscolour ix the cup when it moves its felf arights )) ty m 
a a at the lafe i biteth like a Serpent , and flingeth like | {or 
aii ow an Adder, may coo often be applied to profpe= 9) undo 
i AE er ricy,which looks and taftes like {parkling wine, 4) bi 
Ke but oft times provesia ftinging ferpents’.1 doubt | yo, 
4 not but che time will come when many richmen | yi}, 

will! with they bad begd their bread, rather than «| Me, 

to have had fo heavie an account to give for a- | tere 

bufed profperity. ON the J 

AC Rew men have received thac hurt by their“) » , 

povertie that others have done by their plentie s » lid 

ati 


asfor one that is ftarved'to death, scsay ih 
; eg fue 
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i" - hundreds killed. with lurteiting Upon meates or 
“Wh drinks. Yea adverfity. hath its conveniencies and 


|. its gaod things, as well as profperity its mix- 
Li | ture of difcommodities and evil things, As one 
i laid, hekad received [ome hart by hie graces (which 
of i innate corruption had abufed to pride) and fome 
Ms) gooa by hw. fias (which God had taken occafion 
to humble him by, for fo I. underftand him.) 

| So-have many received hurc by their profperity, 
0H) and good by their adverfity : been lofers by the 
00) former, been gainers by the latter: Many may 
| takeup the words of Themiffocles, and fay, They 
wil had perifhed, if they had xot perifhed. . They had 
| been undone in one fenfe, it they had not been 

ia) ) Sundone in another ; or fay as.a Philofopher,I have 
With read of, They never made a better voyage than 
wh at that time when they fuffered (hipwrack. Solomon 
ws) knew what befaid; Eccle/. 7, 3.. Sorrow is better 


Ww than langhter, for by the [adne[s of the cowntenance 
wt) the heart is made better, Sweet things are com- 
i @ rnonly known to turn to choller ( which is a 
30 @ bitter humour) and biter things to cleanfe and 
if) {weeten the blood. If then 1 may be better 
i by my affliction, and might have been worfe 
lit for my profpericy ; why fhould I think my felf 
(undone. for the lofs of that which might have 
im @ been my undoing ®% why -fhould I ftand: and 
it ® “Wonder at that paflage, .Fames 1.10. Let the 


ne { vith man rejoyce in that he is made low. Had nor’ 


‘i | «= A4dauaffes more caule to blefs God for thofe Iron 
re © fetcersy wherewith he was bound by his enemies, 
_ the Affyrians,than for hiscrown of Gold,2 Chrow. 
33.13. When he was.in affliftion, he befought ‘the 
Lord, @c.-Pro{perity had been his worftencmy, 
and. afrerwards affliction under God became his 
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. Oise ys Set ig 
oreatelt friend,’ did moft befriend him, for “it 
brousht him home to'God, aud tohimfelf, “For: 


whet thé Lord chaltned hith, then,’ and not’till 
then did he open his cares, and féale his inftru- 
CMON Peete ye ee 

“When I. confider “thefe- things; I-cannot but 


breakout and fay: Lord never reftore profpetity®: 


come, ‘unle(S chou wilt give me a heatc to nf its 
yea V'racher implore affliction, ’¢ whilft need te= 


quites) fothou wilt bue fanctific it, If my drofs 


may horotherwife be melted away, put me into - 


thy Furnace, only when I amtried; letme come 
forth like gold. 
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DISCOURSE” XXII 


Of the gracious ends ‘and intendmsents of God it af- 
flitting his people. 


Ould we takeany thing ill from God’s hand 

“7 if we did believe he meant well? would 
we receive with aur Jeft hand what we thought 
chat God did Offer us with his'tight ? all thofe 
things in which God hath good ends towards us 
mult needs end in our good; for the Almighty 
cannot be fruftrated.’. Our Proverb faith, “Aa 2 
well tbat ends well; why then thould we take on 
as it all thofe things were againft us, which 
fhalf in the event make for us and work toge- 
thet for our good? Wherefore did God Yead the 
I fraelites about in the Wilderue{s 40. yeares together ? 
Wasitnotmeetly, to bumble thens and prove them, 
and do then cood intheir Latter end ? Deut. 8.2, 16 


State ld Ala de vty he 
God {peaking of debating with his people, te: 
bi y 


(123 

by correction, J/a:27,8. faich, By thes (hall the 
insquity of Jacob be purgeds and this is allthe fruit, 
tovsake away bis fin: verfig. And the Apoflefaith 
Heb,42. 10. That God chafineth us for ovr profit, 
that we might be partakers of his Holinefs, Tothink 
thar God would corre his children but forfome 
good end, what is ic but to think more hardly of 
God than wedo of our felves, who ufeto {2y> 
but that we think it for their good,we would ne- 
ver firikea Childe whilft we lived, nor fhouldit 
feel the weight of our finger, Is not Godas une 
willing to {trike as you canbe, if fair meanes 
would ferve the turn > how fhall I give thee up 
ot Ephraim,buceicher he mult cake fuch 4 courte 
With us, or it will be worfe for us. -Even then 
when the meanes which God ufeth are the fruits 
of juftice and difpieafure, the end which he pro- 
pounndeth in fo doing, is the refule of his mercy. 
‘Fhough the Husband-man break up the ground, 
plow upon its back, and make long furrowes, 
he intends no: hurt, all is to prepare it for the 
feed. Whatleever the face'of Gods ations or 
aftings towatds his people may be, ‘to be fure he 
hacb alwayes good intentions as towards them, 
for he is tender of them as of the apple of bis eye, 
Zach. 2.8, Arid'give me leave'to {ay there isa 
preat deale more comfort in the good meanings 
of God thar of men; becanfe men'may meane 
well, when yet they may do very ills yea thar 
very thing which they défigned for much sdod: 
may do much ‘hurt, The Amalekite that told 
David he had killed Sau}, defigned to ger a rex 
ward for himfelf,) 2 Sam. a2. but we fee it caft 
him his ‘life. Bue the defignes of God’ cannot 
bedefeated. ‘Prov.19.24, The connfell of the Lord 
tha 
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shat {hall land, Fob23.13., He és of ene minde, 
and who can turn bin, and what his foul. defireth that 
be doth, Ic is yet a furcher comfort that. we may 
nor only know-in the general that God intends 
the goad of his people in afflicting then, 
bue alfo in particular that he intends our good 
thereby- 

For fin of all, if it be fo that God hath crea- 
ted in us huagrings and thirltings after a fanti- 
fied ule of our afflictions, fo that we more long 
to be brought out of fin by affli€tion, than to 
be broughe out of atfliftion by deliverance: 
we may be confident, he chat created thofe hun- 
grings and thirftings after learning righteoul- 
nefs by the judgments that ate upon us, and 
obedience by our fufferings, will fauishe them. 
Mat.5. 6. 


Adoreover, If God hath given usa {an@ified 


ufe of mercies. time after time, if mercies have 
done us goods afflictions fhall do fo likewife, 
We fomtimes give our children delightful chings, 
only to pleafe chem: but not diftafttul things, 
unlefs it be to profit them; neither will God do 

otherwife by his childrens 
Again, lt afflitions a@ually do us good, and 
make us better, we may be fure they were fent 
of God for that end and purpofe : for it is not by 
accident, but by divine appoinrment that evil 
things fhould do us good ; though it is true they 
may doushure thorough our own default, how 
be it God had madethem capable of doing us 
cod, it we had not abufed them. We can bring 
evil out of good, and, darknefs out of light: 
but iris God only that can bring good out of e- 
vil, and light out.of darknefs. - God hommes 
ends 


, (15 
‘fends affliGtions to do his enemies 200d ;(as AZa- 
waffeb for inftance) and will he end them todo 
his friends hurt 2 : 


4 | ~  O Lotdhow ufualis it with us to double aiid 
1, | efeble our miferies, by maifinterpreting the chads 
ni § Of Godin infli@ing them, as if thou didft ic 


thy wrath from heaven againft us, as it thou 
» § didft whet thy glittering {word that thou mighr- 
» |, . eftrendervengeance, when yet thom chaftene/t us 
| only as a Man chaftueth his Son, Deut. 8. 5. how 
) oft do we think that thou haft laid thy Axe to 
_ our Root; ‘when ic is-but thy Pruning-hook to 
if ' our fuperfluous branches: Doth it not grieve thy 
) {pirit tobe thus mifconftrued and hardly thoughe 
| ‘Of, as. it would cut us to the heart ro be miftaken 
for enemies, when we have done and poken as 
true friends 2 Lord open thy-heart to us, as Fo- 
feph opened his to his brethfen, whea after aha 
gry looks and: threatnings, he comféited them 
wich faying,] am your btother Fofeph, which be- 
fore they knew not. Lord it thal} fuffice, let 
our troubles be what they willbe, if we may but 
read thy love in them, and if thou wilt but fay 
tous, as to thy people of old, Fer: 29,11. know 
the thoughts that I think towards you, thoughts ‘of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 


| 
only to wreak thine anger upon us, and to wreak 


; DISCOURSE XXIII, 
| Of Refignation to God, and acquiefcing in bes good 
A ' pleafare. : 


| ; Ow good is itto be willing tobe at God’s 


difpofe # how meet is icto be aid to God, 
not 
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not as J will, but as:chou wilt? fhall we pray 
(as Chri? bath traughtus.) char the willot God 
may be done, and yet be impatient of:Gods do- 
ing his own will 2 Is. it fir chat Gods will fhould 
take place or ours:?, \who. are;.we that we 
fhould fer our felves to, contradict and: oppole 
the. good pleafure of God, be ;it\that,our houfes 
thal} be fired, out goods. burnt, out head Gity 
laid watt. Did Abraham withitand,God when 
he bidhim to facrifice his dear [aac (che heite of 
promife): with hisownband? Didbe got, as.to 
‘that, lie at Gods foot when he ¢alled-him to it,? 
Are we better than J4fes, then.-danon the Saint 
of the Lord, cham Dad, ‘than! Heaeksah, 
than fob, yea than Chri himfelf;| who had all 
learn’d..to ftoop to God in very difficult cafes? 
Can we. betoo good-to do it, af they..wete not)? 
When Godtold %ofes.he fhould go \ap/to-Py- 
gab,andtakea view of Canaan, butthat hethould 
never enter into ity Dent 3.27.) We finde not 
one word that he replyed, after |he. had onee 
made his requeft, and, God had (aid; {peak no 
mote of this matters, When God had,by fire 
contumed Wadab and A dibe, the, two Sons of 
Aaron, Moles. did*bur (ay, co himy Tbe Lord will 
be fanthified in them. that come nigh te hita, and, be 
glorified. bef ore. all the people, and Astron held, his 
eace, Levit. 10,3. Whenold £4 had received 
a dreadful meffage from God by a Child, for fo 
Sammel themavas, '1Sam<3e 18 How meekly 
did he re(ent ity (aying, Jez the Lond, Jet bim do 
as feemeth bin good, When David..was flying 
from the face of his rebellious Son Abfalom,and 
caking leave of the Ark of God, | 2:Sams1§. 26. 


If the Lord fay I have ne delight in thee, behold here | 
anh 


} : 

am I, let him do.to'me what fecmeth him good 2 
At another time, when David ‘was even'conlu- 
-med by the blow ot Gods hand; Pfal. 39,19 
he-faich, Y was dumb and opened not may monly be-~ 
caufe thowdidft it..verf.9. And-as for Hezekiah, 
though a King alfo, (as well as Dazid ) yet fee 
how, his {piric buckled to.\God, when the Proe 
phet brought him word, that God had taken 
away the fee-fimple of all he had from his chi?- 
drtn, who fhoald be Eunaches tothe King of Baby- 
bons~Ia.39.7. And left him but his life in it, 
Good x the Word of the Lord, ({aith he) which thon 
haft {poken, verf,8. As tor Jeb who had been the 
steateft of all the Men of the Eaft, when he 
had loft all but a‘vexatious Wife , prompting 
him 0 curfe God, ; yet cried-he out, Bleffed be the 
Nameof the Lord, Fobt.21. eae 

ehold a greater tnftance of patience and fub- 
miffion chan any of rhefe, borh for thar his pers 
{On was more excellent, and his luticrings far 
gteacer,’ having\becn 4. Man of forrowes all his 
time. Jfa. 5307. He was oppreffed and he was affis- 
tled, yet he opened zor his mouth, bronght-as a Lamb 
to the flanghter, and asa. Sheep before the Shearer 
us dumb, fo he opened not his nsowth. Whence WHS New 
led he reviled not again: when he [uffered he thie at- 
ned not, but committed. himfelf to kins that jadgeth 
righteoufly, 1 Pet, 2. 23. Was not this written 
for our imitation 2, verf.21. Chrift alfo leffered 
| For, w4, Leaving us anenample. Did he, whois God 
_ equal withthe father; fubmit even tothe pain- 
| full,and thamefull,andturfed death of the crofs, 
| and fhall we think our felves-too good to-ftoop 
| to lefler fufferings-and humiliations > he that can 
| fabmic to Godymay. be happy in any condition: 


he 
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“he that cannot; will be happy in no conditidn 


this World can afford him, in which all our-rofes 
are full of prickles, and all our wayes firowed 
atid hedged up with thornes, more or lefs.* Yea 
not only the Church militant upon Earth, bur 
even the Church triumphant, 10 heaven, could 
not be free frommitery, if the will of glorious 
Saints were not melted into the will of God. 
‘Abrabam would be ever ahd.anon gtieving to 
chink of Dives and others in his cafe,, if his will 
were not perfectly conformed to the will: of God, 
Many things fall oatia this life, which we would 
not for a World thould be,if we couldand might 
prevent thems but when the pleafure of God is 
orice declared by events, even in thofe cafes 
ought we to fir down Catisheds Abraham would 
not have facrificed’ Zfaac for che ‘whole World, 
bur that God made as if he would have him fo 
todo, and then he yielded prefently. -If blinde 


fortune did goveril the Weorld;, whole wine .| 


would it not break ‘to think of fo famous a City 
ria few dayes laid in afhes: but fich it was the 
will af God ic fhould be fo, who ordereth ail 
things according to the counfel of his will, lee 


all the Earth be filent before bim, ‘let us be fill 


atid know that he is God. | Who fhould rule the 
World but he that madeit, and that upholds it 


by the Word of his Power? He can dows fd}, 


wrong if he would, {uch is hiseffential holinefs, 
( which alfo. makes tt impoffible for him to lie ) 
he would do us no wrong if he could, fich is his 
infinite jufice, He can donothing but what is 
conGiftent with infinite wifdome, patience,good- 
nefs, mercys-and every petfeion, and how un- 


rexfonable is it not to fubmir to that which is 
cone 
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(129 ) : 
confiftent with all ot thefe > fo doubtlefs was 
the burning of ourrenowned City (as ghaftly a 
{peétacle as it is to behold)elfe it had never come 
to pals. 

O Lord I'am fenfible that I have need of Jine 

upon line, precept upon precept, and example 

|, Upon example,to teach me this: hard leffon of 

| fubmiffion to ‘thee (though the obje& of that 

- fubmiffion ‘teem to be only my condition in this 
life) for Ino where finde thar thou requireft me 

| and others to be willing to perith everlaftingly) 
Thou knoweft how much thy glory and the 

: | Comforc of thy poor Creatures are concerned in 
| it, that we fhould know how to tefign up our 
dls} felyes to thee; inable us to be contented with 


wl | whatfoever thy will hath been ‘or fhall be con- 
ul cerning us, and then be pleafed to do with us 
u? | (Casto this World) what thou wilt. 

nde 

Of SEC Perr gn esr uranmene ms eerie et nas rece 
a DISCOURSE. XXIV. 

sth 


il | of taking occafion by this to ftudy the vanity and th- 
let 


ri certainty of all earthly things. 
ait 


ete # a glorious City turned incoa ruinous heap 
isi in four dayes time, when no vifible enemy 
bm }was at handtodoic: if the reducing-hundreds 
ity of Families to almoft beggery,that liv’d in good 
lit) fathion in lefs than one week before, by an uncx- 
S08} PeSted meanes, and in a way not poffible to be 
it Hforefeen: if knocking a Nation out of joynt all 
mu Fof a fudden (like a body that had been tortured 
jut Fupor a Rack) be noe loud Sermons of the vani- 
cls Pty and uncertainty of al! earthly things, furely 
coll % K there .. 
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there will benone fuch till chartime fhalisnnic i (tt 
chat Sts Peter (peaks: of, 2 Pet. 3+ 10s Sipty rw 
Heavens {ball pafs away with a great nails. os. ty ‘te wt 
Elements (ball melt with fervent heat, ‘ CEO hen 
allo. andthe works that are therein {hall be burut Mie sha 
W hat 4 Comment was this providence pia by : at || fim 
Text, Pfal. 39.5. Verily every Man at; bis ce i 
fate is altogether vanity ¢ How did._1¢ Pie t he aly 
Pialmift to tpeak right, Pf4le 62.9, ony 1 ci 
when he faith, Aden of low degree are Hebei au ie 
moft people do believe) but allo when he faith, vl 


ae 


iat bale 
high degree ave 4. lie, t0 be laid va the 0 | 
yp mn 2% «atte lighter than vantty (vibich i 
fow affent unto.) Jf thiags are called vaniry: (as) 


: I} Occall 
moft properly they are) from their aptiiclss, £0 ee 
vanith and difappear, irom their taking bebe al (ic, 
and flying away from us: then furely the vant pee 
ing and fying away of a famous omy ai i so oh 
wings of the fire,and of the wind, (w Sa ee, 
che bellowes inraging that fire} are a ane oo 4 i), done, 
ment of the vanity of all things bere below. meet 

Amoneft all fublunary things, he come avd 
be thought to have more ttabiliey an aA 1) have 
init than the City of London had,. as tothe bocy®) yy. 
and bulk of it? elfe why were fo ey be 1 id 
men willing tovenuure all they had inthe wate i 
+4 that one bortome? Molt men etccarags as itt ef be 
of the burning of all, or the moft 9 hel as Who 
of burning up the whole World be a . wed te 1) have | 
of Judgment: and 1tJs like did think 1¢ ak ony vi 
ly improbable, but upon the marcer MAPQHIDIG, | Cy, 
as not doubting; but if fire wid: happen al oe i allo 
part of the City, one of MOEC, there wou : c | om 
men and meanes enough tqexcinguifh it(as they Li 


Thi im ftand) 
ufe to do) This Mountaimwas thought to Se 


‘ 
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| fo ftrong,as that it could not be removed in fuchi 

a way as it was.’ He'that had: faids but what if 
the whole Cicy. fhouldbe burnt ? ‘would have 
been an{wered by moft men, with the Proverb, 
what if the skie fhould fall? yer have-we {een this 
| famous City wither like’ Fonah’s Gourd, though 
| MOE in one days-yetin a very few.» May we not 


@ apply to ic thofe words of Davidjuled if another 


cafe, we’ have lately Leen ic in Stréat power, 
{preading ic felf like a green Bay’ Tree? we 
pafled by, arid loelit was nor, we foushe it,and 
| Iecould ‘not be found.’ Pfal. 37. 35.) Who an 
. but thiak of the Pfalmif’s expreflions upon this 
| occafion, Pfal. 74, 5 A mae was famous accords 
| ing as he bad lifted ap Axes upon the thick: Trees, 


D(z, in-otder to builditig the Teniple:{6tikes 


wife to build the City, ot any part’ of it) dnt 
now they break down the carved work iherebf “with 
Axes and Hammers: fuch’ execution hath the Fire 


'§. done, ‘that grearet could not have been donetior 


iy yet fo greac by Axesand Hammers, ‘and ver/, = A 
and 8. They have cafFire into the Santtuary, they 


a | have. burut up the Synagogues of Godin the Lands 
i We tcad of Sodom’s being overthrown in a moment 
i 40d no hands flayed ov her, Lam.a,6.Wasitnot 


| fo with London ? Ts airy Man’s life (o'certain'as 
| the continuance of Leadon was thought tobe? 
| Whordid not expe& that both he'and his thould 
| have been in theit: Graves before Lexdox had 


| come to «lie in athes?’ who thought not that the 


City, which had furvived niany ages'patt.would 
| alfo'have futvivyed? many apes to come > who 
| would ‘nat bavethought that'a Leafe for {0 lons 

Bas Lotden fhould {tand; had been move: durable 

# thanif ic hadrun for che livesofia hundred men? 

K 2 yet 
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yet even in it- have wefeen. thofe words fulfilled, 
Ifa. 40-6. All field ts grass and all the goodline/s 
thereof as the flower of the Field, Pfal. 90.6, In 
the morning tt flours(heth and groweth up , im. the 
evening tt ts.cut down and withered. ‘s 

But may. fome fay; Lad is certain, though 
houfes be cafual,neither can moth ear it; nor ruft 
corrupt it, nor theeves fteale ir, nor yetfire con- 
fume it ;-for that magter, all .thac can be faid, 


Land is like to ftand where ir is, bue chat it ” 


will alwayes abide-by: the prefent and proper 
owners ‘of it, that’is’as uncertain as any ching 
clfe. If Abab have a minde to Waboth’s Vineyard, 
Jezabel knowes. how-to. get it for him, though 
Naboch would not patt with it. It issbut paper 
and parchment thac' ment have to fhow for their 
Lands, and are not they more eafily confumed 
shan :a. whole City +-or may. they not.be loft or 
ffollen, or fo: bafied by;:the artifice of corrupt 
Lawyers, that they fhall dous no good? we 
fee then-thac which waslookt upon by all men 
to be as. great-a certainty’as this Worldohath 
anys is dried up.like-a.deceitfull Brook in 
Summer. Fob 6.179 5) 0 oe 7 | 

. O Lord, when I remember thefe chings, I 
cannot but pour out my foul in me, and my fup- 
plication unto: thee, faying, O Lord, give me 
not my portion in thefe-things, which may fo 
eafily.be taken away, fuffer me not to fer my 
heart upon things, of which it is {aid, they are 
not,becaule they cake wings & flie away,but give 
me to inherit durable fubftance,(or that which és, 
as thou haftcalled it, Heb.tefh, Prev. J) Fire me 
out of the love of the World, by what thou haft 
done to the, City, and give me to minde whae 


thou 


people 
t byndat 
lels pc 
Us the 
by mx 
| things 
{een, { 
the {1 
above 


no’ the things of the world, for the world pafferb awiy, 


h} @&c.. Give meto confider how mifetable am,. 


le} 4 Ihave intereft in no‘good things; butthole 


igh } may take away from me2'! fee’'we are all te- 
ult # nants: ac will, as to all we have’in this world, 
ut f and thou fealeft a leafe of eje&ment when thou 
iid @ pleafeft: but there isan inheritance incorrupti- 
it} ble, and that fadeth notaway, referved for thy 
et people in the heavens. Oh giveus here an a- 
| bundant entrance into it, and hereafter the end- 
ai, § lefs pofleffion of ir. And as experience fheweth 
ugh f us the vanity of all things here below let us 
at | by means of faith, which is che fubftance of 
bet | things hoped for, and evidence of things nor 
aed {een, forefec the reality , and in part fore-enjoy 
lor § the {weetnefs of thofe better things that are 
ut B above. 


=. 
—s 
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ut DISCOURSE. XXV. 


«|| Of st besng too eager upon the world,after this great 


tp | lof se. 
iy i| Am jealous over fome men (pardon me} a 
id godly jealoufie) left they fhould verefie that 


|Proverb, which faith, that Fafting from two 
mecales, makes the third a glutton. Trading hath 
hj, g been twice interrupted of late ; “once by the 
') Plague, and fince by the Fire; and now it is 
if much to be feared left:men fhould fall too eager= 
ly to it again, like nae that having been al- 


iat . 
toil 3 moft 


amie GF Pigg ey 
that haft faid, 1 Febe 2. 15. Love not the world, 


which one nights firesor one daies trial ar lay’ 
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3 134) ‘ 
molt {tarved ; when aig sa at micat 19% . 
are apt to furfeit. Now God hath burnt you 
former houles, take heed of burning ‘your owt 
fiugets, in biting new.ones at toa great Fines\ | 
and Rents. Remember the words of God to \' 
Baruch, Fer.45,-4. Behold that which I have buile — 
will break, down, and feeke/t chou great things. for 
thy felf? Scethe world better, before youhave 
more to do with ic than you needs mult s Chil- 
dren that. draw.a breaft too hard, that hath but 
little init, what do they but fill themafelves with 
wind? ‘Truft not yout felvestoo far with the 
world, . for it isa flippery thing, and may ferve 
you fuch another trick: who would toile, asin 
the Fire, to layup treafure for another Fire to 
confume ? Ought they that have wives (and not 
much more they that have trades) to be as rhomgh 
they had none? 1 Cor.7.30+ Becaufe the falbion of © 
the world paffeth away. A moderate care to recruit | 
{ome part of out loffes is not to'be blamed: bue 
animmoderate, will do more hurt than good. 
They that will be rich(be it after great loffes) fall 
into temptation aid a (nare,1 Tim.6.9. \t is not 
for us to fay we will be rich, then of all times, 
when God hath faid in effe& that he will have 
us Poor: though wait upon his providence we 
may and muft,for a convenient fubfiftance: 

O Lord, chou -haft given-us fair warning not 
to fet our, hearts upon this world, or flie too: 
faft after.chat which flies fo faft away from. us 
Sin and thé. world are two enemies we are not 
bound to love ; yea, we are bound not to love | 
the firft atall, the laft,much. Seeing it isthe 
pleafure of God ro take the world from us let 
us take off our hearts from it. If God withdraw, 

hain 2 —~ fpiricual 


i 


| 135 hay SF 
{piritual mercies; it isto make us purfue them 
more eagerly 5. butif-he withdraw temporah it 
is that we fhould profecute them more indiffe- 
rently, It being one of thy defigns,O Lord, in 
taking part of this world fromus, to make us 
mind this lefs; and the next,more ; far bé it 
from us upon that account.to minde this world 
more, and that which is to come,lefs; or to rob 
our’ general calling, to recruit our particular ; 
when we fhould rather borrow time from our 
particular callings which thou haft diminifhed, 
to-add to our general. O Lord, teach us nei- 
ther.co deal with aflack hand ( which thou haft 
faid, tends to poverty) not yet to be fo hor upon 
it,as if we were rcfolved by the fire of our zeal 
for the world, certainly to repair what thou 
haft impaired by-the fire of thine anger : bur 
give us rather.co ftudy how contentedly and 
comfortably we may live forlefs, thanhow we 
may regain and repoffefs as much as ever. 


DISCOURSE XXVI. 


Of chafing rather to continue under affisttion , than 
to efcape by fine 


Tis the greateft mifery that attends a fuffe- 

ring condition , chatittempts mento {eek a 
deliverance by fin, -4gur gives this reafon ‘why 
he deprecated poverty,Prov. 300.9. Left (faith 
he): 1 be poor and fteal, and. take the name of the 
Lord in vain. Even Theft; its. felis ataking of 
Gods name imyvain:,.as beiis.a} pra&ical deny- 
the of Gods castinecsie to provide for. usywith- 
| ik ' out 
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out the interpofition of our’ fin, ‘and there- 
unto ate men tempted by extream poverty. It 
were eafie to recount many indireé& courfes 
which are taken by men and women , utterly 
to defend themfelves againft want. Some be- 
take themifelves to unlawful trades, no lefs than 
profticuting their own bodies, or the bodies of 
others, therewith to provide for their backs 
and bellies; fome have other trades as bad: as 
thar (if fo bad can be;) others ule lawful cal- 
lings unlawfully, vending bad commodities, 
taking unconfcionable rates, pinching thofe 
poor people that work tothem. Some go the 
way of open violence, (as by robbery, extor- 
tion, oppreffion, ) others the no lefs difhoneft 
way,ot fecret fraud and coufenage, Some are 
tempted to break, not becaufe they. cannot 
pay their debts and live: but becaufe they can- 
not live fo as they were wont to do if they 
fhould pay their debts and therefore they will 
rather detraud their Creditors,than their Genta. 
Some , if God take away from them but fome 
part of what he hath given them, refolve to 
lend him nothing (in that fenfe as they who give 
ro the poor, ate faidto lend:to the Lord) not 
but that they are more able than fome others 
who are careful to maintain good works, and 
to be very charitable: but becaufethey are nor 
foableas they have been; as who fhould fay, if 
God impair bis wonted bounty towards’ them, 
(though much of his bounty be ftill extended 
cowards them, *howbeit not fo much as former- 
ly) they will put an imbargo uponall theircha= 
rity, nothing fhall go out.to the’ poor, if there 


comé ‘not into’them fo much as formerly. Ic 
founds 


| 37 bh 
* founds like taking {ome kind of revenge upon ~ 
. (God himfelf. 

~ [withthe words of David, Pfal, 10,9. were 
Inot applicable to many , where {peaking of a 
wicked man, he faith, He lethin waitto catch 
the poor: be doth catch the poor when he drawesh 
iim into bis wet. Are there not many that work 


ci upon the neceffities of poor men, and grinde 


their faces when they have them at an advan- 
- Itager Thele are fome of the ill methods andar- 
Itifices whereby too many attempt to make up 
icheir lofles. But better it were to be..alwaies 
poor,than to grow rich by fuch waies as thele. 
« |Where fin is made ufe of as the cure of Afflicti- 

| Jon, the remedy is worfe than the difeafe,and ic is 
las our Proverb {peaks , Out of the Frying-pan into 
ithe Fire, Deliverance obtained, by fin is like 
Facob’s bleffing procured by lying, which was 
many waies imbittered to iim : For none of all 
ithe Patriarchs had fo many crofles as he. Sinis 
a worle labyrinth than affli@tion: worfe to ftay 
it, and worfe to get out of. So David found it 
bwhen he would have concéaled his fhame. inthe 
\matter of Bathhebab by making Uriah drunk, 
ithac would nor do his bufinefs , neither did he 
ee how he could effeét his ‘defign without kil- 
Hing him : and when that was done , he was in 
‘a worfe cafe than ever ; for chen watered he his 
{ | couch wich his tears, chen were his bones bro-. - 
ken. So Peter thought to have fecured himfelf, 
‘by denying his mafter : but that denying coft 
. Phim dearer than it is) probable his owning of 
| Chrift at that time would havedone. All that 
| men truly ger by fin, they may put in their eyes 
(as we fay) and not fee: the worle. . What had 
| become ° 


he 
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 guran end-to-his: croubles ? faying » Carfe God | 


: vo ERS ) ae 
become: of Fob if hethad followed: the wicked’ 
counfel which his wife gave him, whereby to: 


and dit. ? | | ' 
‘Ler thofe: that: ‘are cempted to. repair theirl) 
loffes: by -fndire&t means, think sbut’ of three} ~ 


Texts: The firtt is: Prov. 21..6.-The getting of| 
treafare. by a: lying tongue, isa vanity toffed to and 
froof: them that feek' death. The nexc is 5 Prev.22, ote 
16... He that oppreffech the poor to encreafe his riches, |") | 
(hall fuvely comero want. The laftis, Fer-17.11.)} 
As: the Partridge fitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them) 
wots fo he that ‘getteth riches, and not by right, ball 4 () f 
leave thens in the mdf? of his dares 5 and at bis end \| '"' 
fall be a fool. But as for thofe that chufe rather | US 
to: {uffer rhanto fir,’ God taketh’a particular’ | 10% 
care of them: witnels Dasiel, preferved in the )) Wl! 
Lions dens and the three children in the fiery 9) 0% 
furnace.’ They-that fin under fufferings , whac || “ ! 
do they buretake ‘in more lading -in a ftorm,.)) mt 
whereas the’ ufual and beft way: is,to caft out }} 4 
part of that lading which they fad taken in }} Moll 
before. jy tte, 
“O Lotd; Tdefire to depend upon this, thar |} For: 
thou knowelt howto deliver the righteous out || fh: 
of temprations ¢:and chat without their unrigh= | Wat 
seoulnefs. Let northe lot.of the wicked fo | ili 
long reftupon the backs of thy fervants.,'as to.) Cy, 
makethem put forth their hands to wickednefs. |} cille 
Caufe us to believe that thy blefling only fo | tov! 
maketh rich, as to add no forrow therewith. | be |i 
aitd let'us never forger or mifdoubt what thou’ } inh 
faidtt to thy fervane Abrabam , I am God all= }) wer 
fufficient , walk:thou before me and be uprights 4) fou 
Doubtlefs a little which a righteous.man hack. 9) key 
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better than great treafures of the wicked. Ler 


‘(dil innocent poverty is nauch more elegible chan ill 
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DISCOURSE XXVII. 


Of preparing for our own diffolution, now we have feen 
the deftruttion of Londone 


i O Londox , 2tt thou gone before us ? who 
XS 


hought to have (een thee in afhes firft ? who 


| thought char the ftakes of his Tabernacle would 
| not be removed, and the cords thereof loofned, © 
| whilft thou wert lefc ftanding like a ftrong 
| tower not eafie tobe demolifhed , and as like as 
| any thing co endure till time its felf fhall be no 


more? How much lefs difficule had it been for 
a burning feaver to. have confumed mé (and 
thoufands more fuch as 1am) thanforfuch a 
fire, as did that work ro have confum’d Londor ? 
For a my flrength the ftrength of ftomes ? or 1s m 
flelh of brafs ? as Fob {peaks, chap.6.%2. Such 
wasthe ftrength of that City, and yet fee where 
it lieth. Astor Londox its (elf, it was a glorious 
City, beautiful for {cituation, and I had almoft 
called: it the joy of the whole carth , alluding 
to what was {aid of Mount Sion, P/al.48.2. ( to 
be fure che joy of che three Kingdoms) but the 
inhabitants of Loxdox , as to their bodies, what 
were they but dwellers in houfes of clay, whofe 
foundation is in the duft,, which might be cruthe 


before the moth? Fob 4.19. Who look not upon 
 “ftrong 
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firong-built houfes as things more durable than 
thetr inhabitants ? who did not hope if they 
were their own, co tranfmit chem co their -chil- 
dren , and childrens children to many genera- 
tions > Aud yet we fee that they are in the duft 
before us. And isnot that a fair warning tous, 
asit might beto an aged infirm perfon , te fol- 
low a young lultie perfon tothe grave. If this 
were done to. the green tree, what may not the 
dry expect ? If the belt hanfes in London were 
half a year fince not really worth thtce years 
purchale, how ever men did valué them , how 
{mall a putchafe may our lives be worth for 
ought we know? Many might reckon to lay 
their ruins (their carcaffes I mean) in the bow- | 
els of London, bur whoever thought to have - | 
had his carcafs interred in the ruins of Londox ? 
as fome have had already. A little time 
hath produced a greater change than our great 
change would be, why then fhould we put the © 
‘evil day of death far off? why fhould we pro- 
mie our felves length of daies , as if the prefent 
yeat might not put a period to us , as wellas to 
a ftrong and ftately City, that was likely to have 
ourt-lafted athoufand of us. 

How reafonable is it ther for us whofe lives 
ate buta vapor, to expect buta fhore continu- 
ance in this world, at leaftwife not to expe& any 
Jong duration here ; to fay with the Apofle, The 
time is (hort. Yea, howneedful is it we fhould 
take the counfel which Chriff gives Luke 12-35. 
Let your loins be girded about , and yonr lights bur- 
ning 5 And your (elves like men that wait for the 
Lord, that when he knocketh they meay open to bins im- 
mediately, As there is no preparing for want 

with 


 -withour thinking of it, fo who can think of 
death, and not defire to prepare for ic? if the 
deftruétion of Londen admonifh us to number 
*# our dayes, it doth no lefs, toapply our hearts 
| to wifdome. Who would be willing to die un- 
| preparedly, that thinks at all of dying? 
"§ That you may kaow what I. mean by prepa- 
> f rednefs for death, take this account. [hen isa 
/man fit to‘die, when he is in a condition to die 
| both fafely and comfortably : when he is tranflae 
ted from (piritual death to life , and knowes 
himfelf fo to be. . He that is not fo tranflated, 
hath no fitnefs at all todie, hethat is and knows 
it not, is fit in one fenfe, and ‘unfit in another: 
‘Bis partly fir, bur. not fo compleatly, but he thar 
both is fo; and knows himfelf to be fo, hath-all 
'§ the effentials of fitnefs for death, though if a 
man be in the a€tual exercife of grace and dif- 
charge of his duty , ic muft be confeffed that 
doth give him fomewhat more-of an aQual and 
‘B accomplifhed fitnefs, than the. meer habits of 
} grace and of affurance can do. He'that hath 
| made his cqling and ele@tion fure, he that is 
i fealed up to the day of redemption by the {pirit 
lof promife, be that can fay with Pas, he knows 
in whom he.hath trufted, and as St. Fobn, we 


ol ® know that we are of God; I fay is ficco die. 


! He. thar hath not that fitnefs for death, but yer 
it ® defires to: haveit, let him make it part of every 
if) dates work to get it ‘let him be daily learaing 
‘how to die. | Hath God afforded no meanes 
whereby to bring us toa fitnefs for death? what 
is prayer, reading the Scriptures, hearing the 
word, converfe with Chriftians, examining.our 
) felyes,{erious meditation of {pititual and eternal 
E things, 
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all perteStion? Seeing wehave brought forch an 
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things, avoiding the occafions of evil, keeping our oe 
hearts withall diligence? Is it likely that a man bi 
fhould'confcionably ufe all chefe meanes, and not i mi 
attain the end of chem? why thenis faith faidto |, j 
come by hearing the word preached ? why isthe nh i 
word called the miniftration of the (piri¢?” why iin 
faich Paul tothe Galathians, Received ye not the{pi-| “he 
rit by the hearing of faith > Gal.3.2. why did Chrif iw 
counfel men to’ fearch the Scriptures, feeming to Wired 
approve their thinking, that in them we havee-) 
ternal life? why doth Chrift {peak of our hea- Host0 
venly father, giving his fpiricto them that ask on 
him? why doth hefay, 4sk and it (hall be given at 
you, feck and ye (ball finde, knock and st {hall be). ” 
opened to you, Mat.7.7, For every one that askethre- 
seiveth, and be that feeketh findeth, andto hint that 
Ruocketh it (hall be opened, verf. 8. why mutt all 
that come to God, believe that God: is a rewatdet } 
Of all them that feek him diligently > Heb. 14-6, | 
Ir feems to-confitt but ill with fuch texts as thefe; | 
for us to look upon the means which Géd'‘hath 
appointed’ as infignificantand inefkeQual. And >’ 
fecing they ate not fo,let usdiligentlyufethem }, 
in order to our preparation for-death; now at 
leaftwife that-God hath {pared us folong'as to 
fee Londox laid in the dutt before us. ee) 

Now God) hath fired your nefts over’ your [*™ 
heads ( déar friends and much lamented (iinens \ pC! 
will not each of you fay as David, Pfal, 55-6, | 
O that 1 had wings like a Dove ( whichis the ems | 
bleme of innocency) for then would £ flie away, | 
and be at'reff. I fee no great reafon we now have [ 
to be fond of life, if we:were but fit to die.*May 
we not fay with. Solonsoa, we havefeen an end of | 
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Teabed. ({o, fax as concernes our felves.only,and 
‘nw (in Keference to. this World). what. great matter 
had irbeen, if with £4°s daughter in Law we 
haddied in Childbed? Now:who would notions 
to be diffolved, as Paui.did, if he could-bur fay 
r with him » We know af our Earthly, Houle. mene 
thi Aiffalved, we have: a building of Gedy: an, Hosifenat 

cif made with handseternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor.5,.8., 
O {ee then as concerning Death, there are 
three leffons tobe learnt from this {ad providence, 
iz tO expecbit, to prepare for it, and to be wil- 
i HDG to. it, To exped it, is the Way to prepare 
i for it ?, and when onceprepared for it, we'have 
hil, HO-Qceat ceafon, after {uch a delolation,tobeun- 

iyo Willing Coit. a) od 
mitt} Lord T dare not fay, as Elijah did, a Kings 
lB: 40, We us. exough, take away my life, He might 
' i Petrer fay foithan 1.. Poffibly. he forelaw bya 
ae Cpiric of prophefie, that fiery Charior whichiyras 
Lie intended: to'-carry:- him to heaven. 2,Kings:20 02, 
wet neither.he not I may, fay fo by.way of dif 
: iF onteat.O Lords} have many things to cefire, as 
40 reference to.death, let me not die ll. Lam.wil- _ 
Ling,make me willing whenl-amAr,letane know 
oC am fit when] am really (o,that].may, be willing, 
make me early fir,that I may be timely willing = 
yea defirous.to be diffolyed ,,and whenfoever 
im defirousto dye, . lermealfo be contentedta 
jive, if tHou have any:woark to do forme, Ler. 
fae Only defire that thou maift be glorified in 
ne;_ whether by life or death... Lord.what work 
“Mo T-and fome others make of dying; as ith et 
yyfuere more for us todie, than for Loudon to be 
pe Urnt to afhes.. Did Azrow make any fuch flit 
about it 2 Up he went to Mount Hor. Hofer 
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~heit fouls into thy hands -with notes chearful-) 


falvation. 


Ss hae Cs 
fiript bin of his Garments, and pat them upon Elea 
car bis Soe. Numb. 20.26. And me thinks:he 
triade-no more of it, than if he had put off his} 
cloaths to go to Bed, or- than if with: Zrech, he 
had been about to: have been tranflated, rather] 
than to have {een‘death; or with Chrif? afcet 
his refurteGtion, rather about to afcend than tof 
die. O Lord have nor fome: of thy fervancs] 
known the time of their approaching Death,} 
and knowing it, called their friends about them, 
prayed together, fung Pfalmes together, chear- 
fully conter’d about that better world they were} 
soing to, took their {olemn leave of -all their? 
relations and friends, as if they had only been# 
about to travel into fome. far Country, from 
whence thicy were never like to return again,and 
then compofed themfelvesto die, as'if they had) 
only laid themfelves to fleep,' and commended) 


ne(sand confidence, than Men dotheir bags and) 
bonds into'the hands of faithful frientis?: May Py 
not (with {ubmiffion )' defire to die upon the) 
fame termes? «yet, if it may ftand with thy® 
blefled will, let me live to fee Londos rebuilt in 
fome competent mealure ? thy people re-united ¢ 
England refetled: Proteftant, Nations’ reconct 

led each to other: thy Gofpel every where 
fpread: this Land a Mountain of holinefs, and 
a valley of vifion, of /ifjot all; yea if none of 
chefe; at leaftwife clearly: to fee and tead my 
own name writrers inthe book of lifes then thall§ 
I fay with good old Simeon, Now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart iu-peace, for mine eyes have feen chm 
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